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CHRISTMAS 
BONANZA 

Try our Christmas lucky dip; 
£700-worth off goodies must go 

US 

LocoScript 2 Surgery: 

the easy way to perfect printing 

Create your own letterheads and 
business cards 

24-pin printing: the new, 
budget alternative 

Historical novel-writing: the facts 



SPECIAL OFFER 

081-744-3087 

tT 081 -744-1 834 

Monday - Saturday Warn - 6pm 

Fax: 081-891-6260 (24hr) 



include VAT 

& 1st Class 

Delivery 



FROM 25th NOVEMBER 1990 

Maxell CF2 (3" Disc) x 10 £18.95 

Maxell CF2D (Double sided drive) x 10 £22.50 

GAMES SOFTWARE 

Junior Playtime (recommended) £10.95 

Ultimate Sums (5 lo mid teens) £10.95 

Ultimate Quiz (5 to Adults) £10.95 

Crossgrid (crossword without clues) £10.95 

APPLICATIONS 

AMX Mouse _...£44.95 

AMX Mouse & DTP Pack (Microdesign II) £85.95 

Locoscript PC £105.00 

LocoLink (to purchasers ot LocoScript PC) £22.95 

LocoLink (on its own) £29.95 

The 8000 Plus Collection £13.95 



DECEMBER OFFER! 



£18.95 

for 10 



CF2-3" DISCS 



All branded and 100% Certified 



10 off 30 off 

Maxell CF2 - Double Sided for Single Drive £18.95 £54.50 

Maxell CF2 - D/S (individually cased) £21.95 £64.50 

Artisoft CF2 - Double Sided for Single Drive £20.95 £61.50 

Maxell CF2-D DS/DD for 8512 & 9512 £22.50 £65.50 

Amstrad 3" Storage Box (10 Cap.) £5.95 

Lockable Storage Box (20 Cap) £7.95 

Lockable Storage Box (40 Cap) £9.95 



GAMES 



ALL GAMES WORK WITH 8256/8512 
•PCW 9512 COMPATIBLE 

• Arnhem £15.50 

• Bridge Player 2000 with Tutor. .£12.50 

• Bridge Player 2150 Galactica ..£22.95 

• Catch 23 £13.95 

• Classic Games 4 Comp £15.50 

• Clock Chess '89 £15.50 

Corruption £18.50 

" Crossgrid 

(crossword without clues) £10.95 

• Cyrus Chess II £12.95 

•Fish £15.50 

G.Gooch's Test Cricket £15.50 

• Gnome Rangers £11.95 

Guild ot Thieves £18.50 

• Heathrow/Southern Belle £12.95 

Hop. Munch, Shoot Collection. ...£11.95 



• Ingrid's Back £11.95 

• Jinxter £18.50 

Lancelot £15.50 

Mindfighter £13.95 

"Scapeghost £15.50 

• School's Out (5 games) £10.95 

■Scrabble £13.95 

Ski Climb Cavern Collection £11.95 

Steve Davis Snooker £12.95 

Tetns £15.50 

' The Complete Home 

Entertainment Centre £13.95 

• The Sun Cross Words V2 £1 5.50 

• The Times Cross Words V2 £15.50 

•TimeSMagik £11.95 

• Tomahawk £15.50 



LOCOMOTIVE SOFTWARE 



Locolile 8256/8512. 

LocoIile9512 

Locornail II.. 



Locoscript II * LocospelL 

Locolont I 

Locolonlll 

Locoscript II (V2.28+).. 



24 pin Primer Driver 8/9 series .. 
Locoflle & Locornail .. 




J 



..£24.50 
..£27.95 
..£16.95 
..£12.95 
£24.95 



3 Inch Thesaurus Deluxe (lor use with locoflle) 

LocoscilptPC 

LocoLink (To purchasers ol Locoscript PC) 

LccoLink (on Its own) 

NEWM LocoScript II . LocoRle (V2.28. 8 series)... 
NEW!! LocoFont Set 1 . 2 



£20.95 

£4050 

£11.95 

£105.00 

£22.95 

£29.95 

£39.95 
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BOOKS 




Locoscript, Locomail, Locospell £7.95 ■ 



Mallard BASIC PCW Intro 8. Ref £9.95 

Mastenng Amst PCW 8256/8512 £8.95 

PCW Machine Code £13.95 

Program Your PCW (Mallard) £8.50 

Using The Amstrad PCW 9512 £9.95 

Locoscript II User Guide £14.95 



APPLICATIONS 

Mini-Office Professional 
Re-release Package 

Master Scan t Paint £69.95 

Crash Course Tutor (lansyst) £22.95 

Two Finger Conversion £22.95 

Touch 'n' Go £14.95 

EasyLabeller £32^95 

Sage Popular Accounts £69.95 

Sage Popular Accounts Plus £99.95 

Sage Payroll £51 .95 

Sage Invoicing £51 .95 

Sage Popular Retrieve £49.95 

Chit -Chat £88.95 

Cracker II (Turbo) £29.95 



£25.95 



Supercalc II (Amsort) £32.95 

Money Manager £39.95 

Master File 8000 £44.95 

Pretext £52.95 

DBase II £32.95 

Micro Design 2 £41.40 

AMX Mouse £44.95 

AMX Mouse S DTP Pack 

(Microdesign II) £85.95 

AMX Mouse . Stop Press v2.7 £79.95 
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DUST COVERS 



£8.95 



8256/8512/9512. 



N EWi! 9512 Dust Cover Set, covers for monitor, keyboard, printer & 

sheetfeeder (3 pes) £1 1 95 

9512 Dust Cover for printer S sheetfeeder £5.95 
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RIBBONS 



£2.70 



Hiahest Qualitv Guaranteed 



PCW 9512 Carbon Multistrike ... 

PCW 9512 Black Fabnc 

PCW 95 12 Colour Fabric 

(Red, Blue. Green. Brown. Purple). 



1+ 3+ 10» 

£2.70 £2.60 £2 50 

£3.50 £3.25 £2.75 

£4.95 £4.50 £3.95 



PCW 8256/8512 Carbon Multistrike £3.55 £3.30 £3.05 

PCW 8256/8512 Black (fabric) £3.45 £3.00 £2.85 

PCW Colour Fabric £4.95 £4.50 £3.95 

(Printer Ribbons for Star. Epson. NEC. Panasonic. Amstrad. DMP/LQ. Juki M/S. Oume. 
Diablo. Brother, Canon/Taxan, Man/Tally, Shinwa. Commodore) P.O.A 



EDUCATIONAL 

(Age 12-16) 

Physics 

Chemistry 

Biology 

Micro English G.C.S.E £21 .50 

Micro Maths G.C.S.E £21 .50 

Ultimate Quiz (5-Adult) £10.95 

Ultimate Sums (5-mid teens) £14.95 



Magic Maths (4-8) 

Maths Mania (8-1 2) 

Better Maths (121 6) 

Better Spellmg(12-16) .. 

Business Italian 

Business French 

Business Spanish 

Business German 

Junior Playtime (4-8) £14.95 



£49.95 
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MISCELLANEOUS 



PCW Joystick Interlace £17.50 

Ouickshot III Turtw Joystick £9.95 

Speed King Microswltch £10.95 

Printer Cable D25CEN 36 £7.95 

Pnnter Cable CEN36-CEN36 £9.95 

Margin Maker MM3 £12.50 

9512 Daisy Wheels - £5.95 

2 Way CEN36 Switchbox £19.95 

2 Way Serial D25 Switchbox £19.50 

4 Way CEN36 Swltchbox £29.95 

4 Way Serial D25 Switchbox £29.95 

Mouse Pad (Strong Thick Rubber) £6.95 



9512 Printer Extension Lead (1.2 m) £14.95 

825678512 Printer Extension Lead 

(2 pes) (1 .2 m) £19.95 

Stampiton Sell Adhesive Labels 

(1000) (3"2" x 1 7/ 16 - ) £7.95 

Original Amstrad PCW 

Serial/Parallel Interlace - E65.95 

SCA 512K RAMPAC -Simply the Best - £113.85 
SCA Interfaces (serial/parallel) lor Amstrad PCWs 

Professional £49.45 

Professional Plus (with clock and calendar).. .£59.80 



A to Z Computer Services 

49 Heath Road, Twickenham, Middx. TW1 4AZ 



■ Quantity order discount please ring 
' Education, Govt. Authority Official Orders welcome Min 
£50 

• Prices are for Mail Order only and subject to change 
without notice. 

• COMPUTER PRODUCTS FOR PC's. AMSTRAD. 
CPC. ATARI. AMIGA. BBC ALSO AVAILABLE. 
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FEATURES 



10 1990's Greatest Hits 

In ihe mood lo buy a Christmas present for 
a PCW-owning friend - or even for your- 
self? We give you some ideas as we look 
back on the best of this year"s new soft- 
and hardware releases for the PCW. 

21 LocoScript 2 Surgery 

This month, LocoScripting expert Liz 
Bruce answers your questions on the trials 
and tribulations of successful printing. 

39 Micro Design Workshop 

Do you yearn to have the kind of image 
that really makes people sit up and take 
notice? Alec Rae shows you how, with 
Micro Design, you can create letterheads 
and business cards to be proud of. 

42 History in the Making 

Nick Vandome discovers the perils and pit- 
falls facing the budding historical fiction 
writer when he went along to talk to two 
authors already successfully established in 
that genre. 

51 Join the Club 

Are you interested in locating a like- 
minded bunch of people to share your 
PCW interests. 

Read our definitive what's on? guide 
to PCW user groups and training compa- 
nies in the UK. 



58 Mini Office Professional 

Find out how to mailmerge the easy way 
with the word processor and database from 
Database Software's suite of five integrated 
programs. 

REVIEWS 

24 Public Domain 

This month Rob Ainsley takes a look at the 
educational programs supplied on 
Advantage's LOGO Logic disc. 

32 Book Look 

Sophie Lankenau takes a look at Susan 
Roger's new, fully illustrated guide to 
LocoScript 2. 

34 Games 

What better time than the Christmas issue 
to review two new games? CDS's Tank 
Attack and Logistick's Terracom help com- 
bat post-turkey fatigue! 

44 Educational 

More fun for the very little ones as we take 
a look at the graphically impressive Teddy 
Bear Thang. 

46 Budget 24-Pin Printer 

We review Citizen's brand new low-cost 
24-pin printer and find out just how well it 
copes with the principal PCW packages. 
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6 News Plus 
15 Protext Guide 
29 Cracker II 
36 Speakeasy 

Tim Smith dispells the myth of the virus. 

55 Case in Point 

We visited the BBC to find out how a lone 
PCW is central to the success of a national 
children's TV programme. 

60 Listings 

More BASIC fun for you and your family. 

67 Langford 

68 Tipoffs 

75 Good Software Guide 

Databases, educational, comms and 
programming 

82 Special Offers 
85 Postscript 
90 Competition 

Find out how to win one of our fabulous 
Christmas bumper prizes! 



FUTURE PUBLISHING. BEAUFORO COURT, 
30 MONMOUTH STREET, BATH BA1 2XF 
TEL • 0225 442244. FAX • 0225 446010 



editor Sharon Bndlt] 

STAFF WRITER SopMe l.illkeiuii 
TECHNICAL EDITOR K.iirn I).iii.ii'Ii.i> 
DESIGN ASSISTANT Paul Tuillll 
AD PRODUCTION hon.i Millie 
ADVERTISEMENT MANAGER limit' BrOoka 
ADVERTISING EXECUTIVE 1 1..1 i.l COUtUD 
ASSISTANT PUBLISHER Sillliill Sl.nl Jid.l 
AD SERVICES COORDINATOR Annie Grunov 



CIRCULATION DIRECTOR SOO HullCJ 

publisher Kevin Cm 

ART CONTRIBUTORS 

ARTWORK BarDBIB McGaVtll I Jv.ml- 

COVER ILLUSTRATION Jci.-lll> Pilt 

TEL •0225429213 

COLUMN ILLUSTRATIONS I.iImui WW* 

I LI •U223 Jl 

photography Paul Cm 
in »(BH 648477 

JiuiailH.li I Mum TEL* 0223 132626 

COLOUR ORIGINATION RCS RF.I'Rl I. I..|.|u.. 



ill ■0626 134545 

PRINTED AND BOUND BY I II \SI WED 

SdvctCompan) M \i"'fii ''"nm.iii 

DISTRIBUTION (UK and DM] MM< III 

III -114*1 2|| 

IOVERSEAS) COMAG I i.i II I -Owa 144053 



FUTURE PUBLISHING, 

THE OLD BARN, SOMERTON, 

SOMERSETTA11 7PY. 

TEL -0458 74011 

MAIL OROER QUERIES Kclll PMCI 



SUBSCRIPTION ENQUIRIES C Ill 

III -I" 

© FUTURE PUBLISHING LTD 1990 

MHHirius a ail tadqtendeal publication I mum 

PuMWiloiLWIuw ii «iii. Vimtratlpli 

Wc wclvurne laartrBnitiotti from reodea 
endow .1 SAI wiih luhmiHsiuns 11 niuni "i ihc 

.11.11. trial i% inquired 

i'.i> UK-Hi ii.i accepted uriela 1- i>* ' wecb 

.illri pnl'li. .Hi.... Sail 

Vi/cUkc great care iocihuic Ihal what weprnil i 

a.. 1. 1. .It tun 11c canflOl .hn'|H ll.it.ilili l.»l :in\ 

.1 .... - r . .... Nd |mm ..i 11.1. puhll 

ui.n Iv ii'i'i.hIu. i.l 111 .nn li.nit BjtlhOUl "ill pel 

ini^Mt.n. 

Mil' li.l IV. .vi <4.«KK 



Have you ever 
wanted to... 



I A: group 0/KIMBEHS .LSI locoFile. 
I Inde » : Wn«f 



ecord:4fi 

Title Initial Surnane 

Mrs » L Mheeler 



printer idle. Using A: H: 
— -MxtncmEiaWIMmi 



Date of birth 
12/9/57 



Jo block 

TTltu Store names and addresses in 

■■ Initial 



Hem* phone n 
Office phone no 
Special interest 
Date of birth 



computerised card index 




>*l.ct none 



Keep details of your photographs 
or record collection 



I 



Vour nenbership of the society uill be due for renewal at the end of the 
nonth. Since last sear, whilst ue have been able to namtain the nam 
subscription unchanged, a nunber of the special interest groups have had 



1 note that you belong to the following special interest groups:* 1 




Sort information into any order 




LocoFile 



ard index as 



LocoScript is to a typewriter 1 You can 
simply automate your address book or 
index and cross-reference books. You 
can choose to print labels or keep records 
of customers or club membership - 
almost anything you can think of! 
Information is kept sorted into order - 
alphabetically, numerically, or by date, 
and at any time you can instantly call up a 
record on screen. 



lfyouhaveaPCVV9512 



Then for only £34.95 LocoFile will work 
with all your existing LocoScript software. 



And if you have a PCW 8256/8512 



If you are still using the original 
LocoScript 1 software, then LocoFile with 
LocoScript 2 is ideal for you . For £44.90. 
you get all the benefits of LocoFile plus 
LocoScript 2. the faster, more powerful 
version of LocoScript - at a saving of £20 
on the separate prices of LocoScript 2 
and LocoFile. 



|.then you need 

LocoFile 



To receive a copy of our 20 page brochure 
on the LocoScript Family or see LocoFile in 
action, please phone Katy Buchan on 
0306 740606 for the name of your nearest 
Locomotive Software Authorised Dealer. 



LOCOMOTIVE 
SOFTWARE 

Dorking, Surrey, 
RH4 1YL 




Individually LocoScript 2 costs 



£29.95 and LocoFile cosls £34.95 



News Plus _ 




1990 has been an extremely fertile 
period for the PCW. The prolifera- 
tion of top quality software and 
hardware releases for the machine 
is, we feel, cause enough for a cel- 
ebration. As the year draws to a 
close, we're taking the opportuntiy 
to sit back and toast the pick of the 
bunch with you. 

Despite this year's spell of pro- 
ductivity, the industry still can't 
afford to sit back on its laurels. 

One of the key areas for devel- 
opment will be accessibility - to all 
areas of PCW know-how. Why 
shouldn't everyone who owns a 



PCW be able to get the best out of 
their machine? 

The two controlling factors are 
resources - and information. This 
month we take a look at both. Our 
review of the new, budget 24-pin 
printer from Citizen shows you how 
top-quality output can be yours - 
without having to burn too deep a 
hole in your pocket. 

We're also taking a look at the 
nation's PCW training organisations 
- one sure way to improve your 
PCW performance without ever 
reaching the stage where you want 
to tear your hair out. And, the sec- 



ond in our series on Micro Design, 
shows you how you can add that 
professional touch to your business 
stationery. A little PCW knowledge, 
it seems, is not necessarily a dan- 
gerous thing. 

Finally, Christmas would not be 
Christmas without a gift from 8000 
Plus. We've some superb prizes to 
give away in our Lucky Dip compe- 
tition; a handscanner, an SCA 
RAMpac, copies of Foreword and 
MusicPad - dont miss your chance 
to get a share of the winnings. 

Merry Christmas from us all - 
here's to the coming year. 



FLIPPER 3 ON ITS WAY 

Software Imperative prepare to re-vamp popular PCW utility 



Software Imperative are currently hard at 
work on an upgraded version of Flipper 
2+, the utility which allows you to effec- 
tively split your PCW in halt, by working in 
two environments at the same time. 

Flipper 3 will differ from its predeces- 
sors in, appropriately enough, three cru- 
cial areas. Andy Wilton, the man behind 
previous Flippers and the highly success- 
ful text preprocessor Foreword, explains. 
The first difference is that Flipper 3 will 
be completely self-booting. There will no 
longer be any need to load CP/M before 
you can run the program," he told us. 

The new program will also allow the 



user to swap between up to eight environ- 
ments on the PCW, instead of just two. 
Said Mr Wilton, "With the availability of 
extra memory for the machine, in the form 
of Rampacs and hard drives, there is now 
a place for a program which can flip 
between the many types of environment 
available, without the nuisance of having 
to stop and re-boot each time." 

The third main difference will be that 
the program will be entirely menu-driven. 
"When I was working on Foreword," Wilton 
explained, "I realised that that it was actu- 
ally more user friendly than Flipper. What I 
have learned from the development of 



Foreword, I have retlowed into Flipper, and 
the result is a very neat, powerful but easy 
to use program." 

Software Imperative hope that Flipper 
3 will be ready for release in January of 
1991 . A price for the new program has 
not yet been finalised, but owners of previ- 
ous versions will be able to upgrade to 
Flipper 3 for a fraction of the cost of the 
new program. 

8000 Plus will be reviewing Flipper 3 
in the very near future. Software 
Imperative can be contacted on (0225) 
425315 - although no details on Flipper 3 
will be available as yet to callers. 



DOING THE MOUSEWORK 




'Tracey' brings greater accuracy to the reproduction of graphic images 
on the PCW. Attached to the side ot a mouse, you simply use the clear 
lens to trace around the edge of a picture or an illustration. Then Import 
the outline into any DTP package. Tracey costs C7.95 



Devon-based Sidewise Ltd have come up 
with a revolutionary new graphics tool to 
enhance the productivity of all computers 
fitted with mice. Tracey, as she is known, 
allows all kinds of illustrations and artwork 
to be input directly into any PCW graphics 
package. 

Tracey is actually an acrylic moulding 
which attaches to either side of a mouse. 
The idea is to trace' the outline of an 
image using the clear lens as your guide. 
You can then import and manipulate the 
outline which you produce using any draw- 
ing or DTP program. 

Sidewise director Simon Williams 



believes that Tracey "opens up new areas 
of computer graphic reproduction," and 
that she constitutes a "low-cost digitising 
tool", which is "a breakthrough in graphic 
computing". 

Images which previously would have 
to be scanned can now be reproduced in 
freehand - a much cheaper alternative. 
Tracey is compatible with both the AMX 
and Kempston mice - the two most popu- 
lar vermin for DTP on the PCW. 

The lens costs £7.95, and is available 
through most major dealers, or direct 
from SideWise Ltd at PO Box 4, Totnes, 
Devon TQ9 7EN. 



PCW HELPLINE 

West Country PCW-er Chris Bryant is offer- 
ing knowledge and experience of the 
machine to new and prospective users - 
over the telephone. 

If you have just acquired your PCW 
and you are still in the dark as to which 
software will be the best for you, why not 
give him a call. Chris cannot guarantee to 
answer all your queries, but, he tells us, 
he is, "willing to have a go at helping any- 
one," if he can. 

The service is free and, it must be 
stressed, it is available to new users only. 
Any sticky technical enquiries should still 
be directed, by letter please, to us here at 
8000 Plus. 

Chris Bryant awaits your call on 
(0297) 20456. Please exercise a little dis- 
cretion when calling Mr Bryant. Although 
your software dilemmas and PCW worries 
might have you up at three in the morning, 
the helpline will be trying to get some well- 
earned rest. 

FOLLOW THAT, CAB 

Cavalier Software, the vertical software 
experts, are releasing a new program 
specifically for the needs of PCWowning 
taxi drivers. Called, suitably enough, Taxi, 
the program is aimed at making the 
administration and day to day running of a 
taxi firm less of a headache. 

8000 Plus will be hailing Taxi for 
review in our January issue. 




by Sophie 
L a n k e n a u 



Christmas gifts 

If you turn to page 10 
of this month's issue, 
you'll see a round-up of 
the best PCW releases 
of 1990. 

Our thanks go to 
Parasol, Abbey 
Churchyard, Bath, whose 
festive bits and pieces 
are the perfect match for 
the top quality products 
on parade. 
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ADVANTAGE! PCWg 

• FEATURING THE BEST PD. _ k. m.A 4 V |QTY PRICE I 



i FEATURING THE BEST PD, 
SHAREWARE & COMMERCIAL 
PROGRAMS FOR THE PCW 

• TRIED & TESTED 

• MENU-DRIVEN WITH INSTRUCTIONS 




Our prices 
include VAT 
& Postage 



ffl 



1 Disc E5.95 

2 Discs £9.95 

3 Discs £13.95 

4 Discs £1 7.95 

Over 4 Discs (each) £4.50 



GAMES & EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS 



VERBIAGE E5.95 

Based on the popular TV Quiz -COUNTDOWN - . Make the 
longest word you can Irom your chosen letters ■ VERB - 
CONSONAN'T - the computer will do the same. The longest 
word wins! Excellent graphics and gameplay. 

TRIVIA QUIZ CS.BS 

A multi-choice game with plenty ot last-action graphics and 
sound, competitive scoring and a wide variety of questions. 
Fun for all ages. 'Guaranteed completely trivial" - 8000 Plus. 

SLIDER C5.95 

A unique computer version of the popular mechanical sliding 
squares puzzles. Pictures are divided up on a grid of squares, 
then mixed up; your task is to slide them around to re- 
assemble the pictures. 

PCW DRAUGHTS C5.95 

A well-presented and challenging version of the popular board 
game, played against the computer. Large, clearly presented 
board making the most ot PCWs hi-resolution graphics. 

FUN 8 GAMES C5.95 

Plenty of entertainment with these well-known classics - 
Pacman. Space Invaders, Bomber, Maze Game, Hungry 
Snake, Pressup. Plng-Pong, Return To Arg. Game of Life, 
Bugs & Golf. 

PIT VOUR WITS C5.95 

Pit your wits against the computer with these popular games - 
Chess, Othello, Mastermind, Spelllt, Rublks Cube, Stone 
(Awari), Biorhylhm Plotter. TicTacTo and Word Search Puzzle 
Maker. 

JUNIOR CHALLENGE C5.95 

An entertaining selection for youngsters - Aerial Antics, 
Battleships, Burglar Bill, Car Park Blues. Fly Race, Biblical 
Hangman. MasterMind. Post Haste, Solitaire, Table Tester, 
Widget Factory. 

AMUSEMENTS AND DIVERSIONS C5.95 

Startrek, Lunar Lander, Merchant, Trade, Boggle, Baseball, 3D 
Noughts & Crosses, Chase, Quest. Homonyms, Horse Racing, 
Civil War, Baccarat, Craps, Hunt The Wumpus, Swarms. 
Blackjack. Square. Crazy-8, Hangman American Football, 
Queen, Spies, Nim. Dots, Dragrace, Pilot, Strobe. 

COLOSSAL CAVE ADVENTURE C5.95 

The famous game which originated on main frame computers, 
with save and re-load. Plus BESTIARY, "A well-produced, 
novel adventure" - Bill Brock Adventurer's Guide. 

PCW CHALLENGE £5.95 

Four entertaining cult games from Nemesis:- The Trial of 
Arnold Blackwood, Arnold Goes To Somewhere Else, The 
Wise And Fool Of Arnold Blackwood, Brawn Free. "A good 
challenge lots of hints and tips and a good range of responses" 
- 8000 PLUS. 

LOGO LOGIC C5.9S 

Educational programs for DR-LOGO (supplied with your 
PCW):- Plan the shortest route with AIRLINER, Play 
ANAGRAMS and HANGMAN, use DRAWING with the LOGO 
turtle, Write and print tunes with MUSIC printer and use the 
DISC LABEL PRINTER. 

FUN WITH GRAPHICS C5.9S 

PCW-DRAW - simple drawing program - create, save. edit, 
print pictures BIO-MORPH Start with a simple figure after a 
tew generations you have a set of complex and unique 
creatures Plus GRAPHIC ROUTINES and README for 45 
character PCW screen width. 



WORD - SPREAD - BASES 



WORD PROCESSOR ES.95 

A powerful WordStar-like editor which offers lull screen editing, 
full block operations, windowing, automatic horizontal scroll 
(line length up to 255 characters), macro functions, word-wrap, 
formatting, pagination, find/replace, pagination, undelete and 
more. 

SPREADSHEET CS.95 

For home accounts, mortgage repayments, business and 
multiple calculation exercises. 60 rows by 26 columns. Menu- 
driven - enter text, numeric value or calculation (+ - x / with 
reference to any cell or total). Print facility and documentation. 

DATABASE CS.95 

A small relational database for storing simple data and 

E reducing reports from the data. Uses free format query 
rnguage with macros and commands plus on-line help. A 
good introduction to the concept of databases. Disc also 
contains a useful Inventory Database. 

KEYBASE II C5.95 

Menu-driven - Record Set Up, Data Entry, Erase. Count 
Records. Set Report Fields, Run Report Search, Display Last 
Output, Repeat Last Search. Search & Extract, Set Key Index, 
Print Records. Capacity limited on Shareware version 
"KeyBase is well designed simple to use and it works. A good 
value database." - 8000 PLUS. 

NUMBER CRUNCHER C5.95 

Does lor calculations what your Word Processor does for text. 
Retrieve mathematical expressions (formulae) from disc files, 
calculate their results, modify them and store them back on to 
disc. Create files ot formulae. Menu prompts and on-line help. 
Up to 15 sig figs., over 100 characters, arithmetic, trig, log and 
% expressions. 



HOME & BUSINESS 



FILE INDEX £5.95 

Keep a mailing list, addressbook, club membership Tile or 
catalogue your records. CD's, stamps or books. Similar to a 
card index system or Filofax, comes with sort and printer 
routines. Easy to use. 

HOME ACCOUNTS C5.95 

A new home accounting program written by a UK author with 
all the facilities you need to track your bank account and plan 
your budget. 

HOME VIDEO C5.95 

Keep track of your video collection with this purpose-built 
program. Offers four Sort options and Forms Management 
System to print in order of title number, video number, global 
alphabetic or unique. 

HOME INVENTORY/HOME INSURANCE £5.95 

Record your valuables for house contents insurance. Or how 
much money you're spending, the value of your stamp 
collection, the value of your assets. Or use a simple stock- 
taking program. 

PRINT MASTER (dot matrix) E5.95 

Now you can use your PCW and printer to good effect by 
designing and printing your own customised Letterheads, 
Stationery. Calendars and Greeting Cards. Also prints signs 
and banners. 

PRINTMASTER TOOLBOX (2 disc set) C9.95 

Features a wide range ol over 600 graphics for use with 
Printmaster plus GALLERY program to view graphics on- 
screen before printing. 

LETAFONT (dot matrix) C5.95 

Change the letters and revitalise your PCW screen with this 
set of 16 new fonts. Works with most CP/M-based programs. 
Edit your own set of fonts and even print them out. 

EXPERT SYSTEM £5.95 

Use your computer for decision making, and problem analysis. 
Build up a knowledge base on any subject then, by answering 
a series ot questions, reach a logical conclusion. 

THE DESKMASTER C5.95 

Comprises a desk-top appointments calendar, calculator, 
memo-writer, card-file database. Plus Label Printer. Home 
Accounts, Mortgage Calculator, Weather Forecaster. 

KERMIT & FRIENDS £5.95 

Plenty ol programs for data transfer between computers (local' 
remote) Access Viewdata. Prestel, Databases and Bulletin 
Boards. With Kermit, UKModem7, MEX and verious 
communications utilities. 

HI-HO FILE TRANSFER £5.95 

Originally issued at commercial prices this very straightforward 
menu-driven program offers fast file transfer in and out of your 
PCW (needs serial interlace and null modem cable) 

STD CODEBOOK C5.95 

Text files containing lists ol all the UK STD codes and 
corresponding exchange names In numeric and alphabetical 
order. Files are squeezed to get then on one disc. 



PROGRAMMING 



THE Z80 PROGRAMMER £5.95 

A complete Z80 Assembler creates an executable .COM 
program from your Assembler file. Plus Z80 Disassembler, 
Debugger. Library, 8080 Disassembler. Z80 to 8080 Translator, 
utilities. 

DAZZLESTAR £5.95 

The powerful Z80 Disassembler wilh full set ot associated 
utilities. 

THE C PROGRAMMER £5.95 

Not sure which language to go for? Try the Small C Compiler, 
a practical and useable introduction to C. The disc includes 
source code and documentation. Produces executable .COM 
programs. 

C TOOLBOX £5.95 

Examples of C at work. C source (for a variety of compilers) 
with .COM programs. As a bonus the programs are quite 
useful too. 

PROLOG - 80 £5.95 

Fascinating introduction to Al. I/O control, database 
manipulation, global variables, arrays, blocks, unification etc. 
With editor. 

THE LISP PROGRAMMER £5.95 

Find out more about this fascinating Artificial Intelligence 
interpreter. Plenty of on-disc documentation. 

JRT PASCAL (2 disc sat) £9.95 

A professional-quality Pascal Compiler which comes with 
extensive documentation and plenty of source code examples. 

GOING FORTH £5.95 

A comprehensive FORTH compiler which produces executable 
programs. With extensive documentation, library files, utilities. 



Four ways to buy: 

[7] PHONE: 0242 224340 with your 
1 — ' ACCESS or VISA number 

|~2~| FAX: 0242 226755 

[J] POST your Cheque or Postal Order 

[T| COLLECT from our showroom 



UTILITIES 



INSTA-MENU £5.95 

Locoscript-style menu presentation for CP/M programs. Easy 
access to user areas, simple cursor-controlled program 
selection for running, typing, erasing and copying programs. A 
good "front end". 

IN CONTROL £5.95 

FILE CONTROL features Copy, Delete, Rename, Print Change 
User Number. Change Attributes, Log. Sort, Go To and Word 
Processor-style text file editing. DISC CONTROL features Disc 
Map, Disc Parameters, Sector Editor, File Editor and Unerase. 

COMPLEAT UTILITIES £5.95 

NSWP Newsweep one key erase, copy rename and print plus 
many other features. SUPERZAP Disc sector editor - edit by 
track/sector or by filename, DISCKITA disc formatter, 178k 
data format and 5 1/4" second dnve, SCREEN BLANKER plus 
a dozen more useful programs. 

TEXT PROCESSING UTILITIES £5.95 

Print text (eg Spreadsheet) sideways on your printer, SORT a 
file into alphabetical order, WORD COUNTER tor Locoscript or 
ASCII, WSCLEAN, CALENDAR GENERATOR. SPELLING 
CHECKER, SCORING CARD, BANNER Printers, 
TYPEWRITER emulator, SETPAPER, SETPRINT paper ana 
printer control. 

DISC ORGANISATION £5.95 

CATALOGUE your discs and produce a printed index, archive 
files and save disc space, MENU SYSTEM, FILE DATING 
SYSTEM. DISC UTILITY. SQUEEZE/UNSQUEEZE will save 
up to 40% disc space. 



HIGH LEVEL LANGUAGES 



NEVADA COBOL COMPILER £33.95 

COBOL is an industry standard data processing language, 
suitable tor business applications. Based on ANSI-1974 
Standard COBOL. Nevada features runtime error messages, 
random access and sequential files and Integration of 
assembly language using the DR MAC assembler. 

NEVADA PASCAL COMPILER £33.95 

Offers floating point to 14 digits, trace facility, runtime error 
messages, linker and assembler, 26 built-in (unctions. 9 built-in 
procedures, 15 I/O functions, random, sequential and indexed 
file I/O functions, histogram activity analyser and access to 
system calls. 

NEVADA FORTRAM COMPILER £33.95 

Adheres closely to the ANSI x3 9-1966 standard with some 
1977 extensions. Advance features include THEN. ELSE. 
COPY, CHAINIng and TRACE. With two-pass assembler, 
random I/O tile. 25 general purpose subroutine/function library 
and runtime error reports. No linking. 

MIX C COMPILER £33.95 

A professional quality C compiler which produces stand-alone, 
executable COM files from your C source code. Closely 
adheres to the original Kernlghan-Ritchle standard with full 
lloallng point arithmetic. Ideal for newcomers to C as the 
manual includes a very good tutorial section with plenty of 
examples. 

MIX C EDITOR split screen, WordStar compatible with 

manual £19.95 

MIX C TUTORIAL EXAMPLES - ready typed ready lo 

compile £5.95 

MIX C GRAPHICS LIBRARY S ASM UTILITIES £10.95 

" THE MIX C -WORKS" - All the above items together for 
lust £49.95 

HISOFT C COMPILER £44.95 

HISOFT ZBASIC COMPILER £64.95 

HISOFT MODULA-2 COMPILER £49.95 

HISOFT PASCAL 80 £44.95 

HISOFT FORTH £24.95 

HISOFT DEVPAC 80 V2 C44.95 

Hisott products include the popular ED-80 text editor, binder 
and pnnted manual. Ail NEVADA compilers are supplied with a 
manual. 



Thinking of changing your computer? Then contact 
Advantage BEFORE YOU BUY. We offer free 
advice for home and business users. Advantage 
are stockists for a wide range of commercial 
programs for the PCW, Atari ST, Amiga 800, PC 
and BBC computers - call in or phone for details. 
Dealer enquiries welcome 



LOCOSCRIPT PC £1 24.00 

LOCO-LINK PCW-PC file transfer cable and S W £29.95 

TEN MAXELL/PANASONIC 3" DISCS £19.95 

TEN SOLID PLASTIC DISC CASES £2.95 

INTERFACES Serial and Parallel ports tor PCW £49.95 

PRINTER CABLE Centronix to 25-way D-type £10.95 

NULL-MODEM CABLE for file transfer 

25-way D-type £10.95 



ADVANTAGE (EP) 56 BATH ROAD, CHELTENHAM GL53 7HJ Tel: 0242 224340 



News Plus 



SHARE AND 
SHARE ALIKE 

PD and shareware specialists Advanced 
Marketing Systems are on the lookout for 
quality PD programs to expand their cur- 
rent selection. 

The company operates on a strictly 
non-profit making basis, so they will not be 
able to pay you for any programs submit- 
ted. However, any work of a particularly 
good standard will be distributed as share- 
ware, and the relevant registration fees 
will be arranged by AMS. 

Programs will be distributed at the 
minimum cost possible. The only charge 
to the end user will be the price of a three 
inch disc and a nominal charge to cover 
publicity and marketing. 

The reason behind the move is sim- 
ple. AMS are hoping to build up an 
extensive PD library, offering the best of 
software for a minimal outlay. They hope 
that people will be encouraged to submit 
their own programs once they see the 
quality of the work submitted by others. 

AMS will also be offering a backup 
service for users, to help them with any 
difficulties which they may encounter in 
operation of the software - not just the 
programs AMS are offering but for "nearly 
every program for the PCW". 

"Technical help never seems to be 
forthcoming from high street dealers. 
Some even charge for their time, even if 
its only a minor question. We are hoping 
to provide an on-line help system 
early next year, where people can leave 
their queries, and we can then answer 
them," explained AMS's Geoff Emmerson. 

If you have written any programs 
which you think might be of interest to 
the AMS PD Library, send them in, 
complete with a brief description of what 
they do and a note confirming that the 
work is original and hitherto unpublished. 

Send your discs, mini-documentation 
and declaration of originality to Geoff 
Emmerson at Advanced Marketing 
Systems, 9 Barber Square, Jeremy Lane, 
Heckmondwike, West Yorkshire, 
WF19 9QQ. 



MARGINAL FEAT 




Margin Maker's upgraded version of their three and a half year old cut 
sheet paper locator and aligner. The new, improved MM3i comes with a 
modified feed angle and better printer pitch scales - for only CI 4.95. 



Margin Maker, manufacturers of the MM3 
cut-sheet locater and aligner for the PCW 
8256 and 8512 printers, have released an 
upgraded version of the product called 
MM3L 

The original has been in circulation 
now for over three years, and, say its man- 
ufacturers, is "one of those sensible good 
value products that completely solve an 
annoying problem and make using the 
PCW even more convenient" . 

The new improved version comes 
complete with a modified feed angle and 



better printer pitch scales. It sounds like 
the perfect way to ensure neat and accu- 
rate printing at a cost of only £14.95, 
including VAT and postage. Margin Maker 
can be contacted on (0784) 452677. 

Modest though the price is, this 
month you have the chance to get your 
hands an MM3i for absolutely no charge - 
other than the cost of a postage stamp. 
We've got 20 Margin Makers to give away 
as part of our bumper Lucky Dip 
Christmas competition. Turn to the back 
page for more details. 



PICTURE THIS... 

Hampshire DTP-ers Medway DTP have 
been appointed sole distributors of a fonts 
and clip art package called Get-Set 
Typeset - reviewed in our February 1989 
issue of 8000 Plus. 

Get-Set Typeset is designed to run 
with Stop Press. It even contains a utility 
to convert ASCII text saved from a number 
of word processors (not just LocoScript 1 



and 2) into a form suitable for Stop Press 
to take. 

The font selection includes typefaces 
for headlines and body text; the clip art 
itself covers transport, musical notation, 
and heraldry, among other things. 

The package comes in three discs, 
and costs a mere £24.95. Phone Medway 
DTP on (0703) 442591 for more details. 



THE PERSONAL TOUCH 



The recent release of The Systems 
Personaliser could help make the PCW a 
more efficient and approachable machine. 

The new program, developed by 
SP Software, is designed to help you cre- 
ate your own menu system. This means 
that simple, everyday commands (such as 
you would use if you wanted a directory 
of disc contents, a disc formatted, or a 
file saved), can be entered at the touch of 
a button, without you having to type 
them out in full. 

The manufacturers claim that The 
Systems Personaliser is, "designed to 
make your PCW faster and easier to use". 
The user selects the options which he or 
she would like to be simplified, and the 
program then goes on to create the ready- 
to-use menu. 

Your own programs, or indeed any 
commercial software, can be included in 
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the list. The most popular menu options, 
however, are likely to be those mainstays 
of the PCW existence - the CP/M com- 
mands. The directory command, for 
example, is used countless times every 
day and is just one area where the bene- 
fits of fingertip implementation of these 



SP Software's 
Systems 
Personaliser 
allows the 
user to intro- 
duce short- 
cuts in the 
implementa- 
tion of everday 
commands. 
You choose 
the com- 
mands; the 
program does 
the rest. 



popular commands needs no further 
explanation. 

The Systems Personaliser is available 
from S.P. Software, at 29 Beresford Drive, 
Boldmere, Sutton Coldfield, B73 5QZ. The 
price of the program, complete wfth 
instructions, is £15.00. 




Porky idea 

News has reached us 
from the States of a fabu- 
lous ribbon re-inking 
device, which, say the 
makers, resembles "a 
black plastic pork chop 
on legs". 

The Macinker is an 
automatic device which 
re-inks entire ribbons in 
less than nine minutes. 
You, meanwhile, don't 
have to do a thing. 
Except, perhaps, get 
cracking on the apple 
sauce? 



Starry starry 
night 

Discovery Software have 
brought out an upgraded 
version of their heavenly 
software package, 
Startrack. 

Startrack. allows you 
to find and identify all 88 
constellations, see all the 
planets and even reset 
the earth's clock to any 
time, day or year from 
1000 AD to the year 
2999. 

The manufacturers 
claim that the program 
will be of interest to both 
the astronomy expert and 
the novice, ft is also of 
great educational interest 
to school-aged children. 

8000 Plus will be 
beaming up Startrack* 
for review in the January 
issue of the magazine. 
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News Plus 




TV stardom 



After last month's series 
of sightings of the PCW in 
various unlikely 
publications, we can now 
reveal that the machine 
has branched out into 
television. 

The children's pro- 
gramme Going Live, 
which goes out at 9.15 
every Saturday morning, 
featured a children's poet 
by the name of Brian 
Patten (whose poetry, 
incidentally, was 
excellent). Brian was 
interviewed in his home 
where he was hard at 
work on his latest poem. 

Hard at work, that is, 
with the help of his PCW 
9512. It must be at least 
part of his success! 

Meanwhile, if you ever 
tune in to Esther 
Ranzten's new Sunday 
afternoon show, Hearts of 
Gold, you may have seen 
the short film on a gentle- 
man who has overcome 
cerebral palsy to teach 
handicapped children how 
to throw the javelin. 

So impressed were 
Amstrad with the gentle- 
man's achievements, that 
they gave him a PCW 
9512 to help him with the 
administration of his work. 

If you spot the PCW on 
your television screen, 
write and let us know! 



Simple mistake 

Last month's Good 
Software Guide included 
an entry for Comix 
Software's Simple 
Accounts II package. The 
price for the software is 
actually £69.95, and not 
£99.95 as published. 




LINDEX LINK-UP 

Since the release of LocoScript PC, many 
software manufacturers are bringing out 
PC versions of existing products, to cater 
for the large crossover in PC/PCW users. 

The latest company to do so are 
Festival Software Services, producers of 
the file indexer programs Lindex and 
Super Lindex. 

The program is near to completion, 
but Festival would like to invite "a few vol- 
unteers" to experiment with the software 
before it goes on general release. So, if 
you are a PCW and PC user and feel that 
you could give Lindex PC (as we assume it 
will be called) a fair and constructive evalu- 
ation, get in touch with Festival as soon as 
possible. In return for your work, the com- 
pany will give you a free copy of the 
final version. 

Festival Software Services use the 
proceeds from product sales to contribute 
to the repairs and maintenance of rural 
and inner city churches. If you are inter- 
ested in Lindex (£7.00) or Super Lindex 
PCW (£14.95), contact the company at 
470 Leeds Road, Thackley, Bradford 
BD10 9AA, or telephone them on 
(0274)613300. 

FLEET STREET 
RE-LOCATED 

If you want to get your hands on Fleet 
Street Editor Plus, the DTP package from 
Mirrorsoft, then that company are no 
longer the people to approach. Mirrorsoft 
have handed distribution of the package 
over to The Software Toolworks (or 
Toolworks for short, thankfully). 

During the changeover period, techni- 
cal support staff from Mirrorsoft will work 
alongside the new distribution team to 
ensure that everyone is familiar with the 
workings of the package. 

For a quick summary of Fleet Street 
Editor Plus's main features, check out The 
Good Software Guide on page 79 of the 
February 1990 issue of 8000 Plus. The 
product was removed from the guide in 
subsequent issues due to Mirrorsoffs 
decision to cease handling distribution of 
the package. 

Fleet Street Editor Plus can now be 
obtained from Toolworks on (044) 
486720. At the time of going to press, it 
retains its original price of £49.95. 

KEEP IT CLEAN 

If you've ever been frustrated by the 
seeming reluctance of your local dealer to 
tell you about sources of maintenance for 
your PCW, help could now be at hand. 

NBA Data Services of Shoscombe, 
near Bath, are to publish a survey in 
December of the UK's independent mainte- 
nance companies for the microcomputer 
industry. It will include details of over 50 
major maintenance companies, their 
range of services and the type of equip- 
ment which they offer support for. 

More details from Nigel Booker on 
(0761)37043. 




EWS 



THE BLIZZARD FROM OZ 

It's good to see that the PCW has as many fans abroad as it does in this country. 
Along with a deluge of letters this month in the Club News postbag from user groups 
in the UK has come a deluge-ette of the same from Down Under. 

Fred Fleming from Masterton, New Zealand, has written to tell us about Amswell, 
the Wellington (NZ) Amstrad User's Group. The club currently has about 80 members, 
and is on the look out for more. 

Of course, the feasibilty of UK members attending Amswell meetings regularly is 
certain to be called into question but Mr Fleming is keen to welcome overseas mem- 
bers to the club on a purely postal basis. The club produces a newsletter every 
month, entitled Amswell, which contains details of the latest releases for the PCW. 

This is one of the reasons why Mr Fleming is on the lookout for UK members to 
the club. It seems that information about the machine is very slow to reach New 
Zealand's shores, so having regular input from UK PCW users will ensure that every- 
one is kept up to date with industry and product news. 

If you would like to make contact with Amswell, write to Mr Fleming at 23 
Waltons Avenue, Masterton, New Zealand. 

Meanwhile, in Australia, the Amstrad PCW Australia Group (APAG?) is alive and 
meeting on a semi-regular basis in Smithfield, New South Wales. 

Secretary David York tells us that the club has many members, from all over the 
country, who communicate by letter with the club's headquarters. Because its mem- 
bers are separated by huge distances, APAG'S monthly meetings are not always well 
attended. However, the panel of experts within the club are happy to answer ques- 
tions on specific areas of PCW-ing by mail. 

Like Amswell in New Zealand, APAG are keen to welcome overseas members. A 
regular newsletter, containing news, advice and features is included in the member- 
ship fee of AS25 per year - that s about £10 to us poms. It doesn't, unfortunately, 
cover travelling expenses to and from the regular club meetings in Burwood, New 
South Wales. 

For more details, contact David York at the Amstrad PCW Australia Group, P0 
Box 478, Smithfield, New South Wales 2164, Australia. And, from 8000 Plus to our 
friends at APAG and Amswell, thanks for getting in touch, and we look forward to 
hearing more about your activities in the future. 

HASTING TIME 

Joe Unwin has written to Club News with word of a recently formed user group near 
Hastings in Sussex. The club is currently recruiting new members and anyone living 
within reasonable distance of St Leonards-on-Sea should get in touch with Mr Unwin. 

The club plans to set up regular monthly meetings and establish a PD library and 
an advice clinic. The provisional annual subscription will be a very reasonable £9.95 - 
a price which does seem to be the average for new clubs throughout the country. 

For further information, contact Mr Unwin at 7 Fulford Close, St Leonards-on-Sea, 
East Sussex TN38 0PN, telephone 0424 715108. 

FOLLOW MY LEEDER 

If you live in Leeds and know of a PCW club in the area, Club News would like to hear 
about it. We've received several enquiries about a club in that area, and are keen to 
put readers in touch with anyone in the know. 

Yorkshire seems to be fertile ground for PCW Clubs; not only is there the Ground 
Floor User Group at Hebden Bridge, but also a new organisation in the city of York 
itself. The York Amstrad Computer Club meets every Tuesday at 8pm in the 
Enterprise Social Club, 17 Nunnery Lane, York. Entrance costs just 70p a time, in 
return for which you can enjoy an evening of demonstrations, information, literature 
and advice. Sounds like a bargain. 

Details and more information can be obtained from any of the following; Simon 
Williams (0904 640164), Chris Guy (0904 410490) or Neil Guppy (0904 622879). 



STARTING A CLUB 

If you want to start a PCW Club in your area why not write and tell us? 
We'll be happy to let others know where you are and how to contact you. 
Another good way to get the ball rolling is to put up a notice in your local 
newsagent's or library, announcing your interest in forming a club. You 
might well be surprised at the number of PCW owning people in your area 
who are keen to get together to swap ideas and advice. So, don't just sit 
there, do it! The results, we assure you, will be worthwhile. 



JUST PLUG IN FOR 

POWER 

Designed and manufactured in the UK, SCA products 
are backed up with a first-class telephone support 
service and a money-back guarantee 





SCA Rampacs 

• Compatible with all Amstrad PCWs. 
• Simply plug into the expansion port. 
• Tested Locoscript compatible by 
Locomotive Software. 

Through-connector allows 
continued use of other 
peripherals. 

• Three versions available- 
512K. 768Kand 1.5Mb. 
• Upgrades available to 
existing Rampacs. 



To upgrade your existing SCA Rampac 
simply send your Rampac to us and we will 
upgrade and return it within 48 hours 
51 2K to 768K. £30.39 + VAT = £34.95 post free 
5l2Kto I.SMb. £100 + VAT =£115 post free 
768K to 1.5Mb. £75 + VAT= £86.25 post free 



512K 

►Adds 5 1 2K of RAM. Instantly! 

► Only £99.00 + VAT. 

Total £1 1 3.85 - postage free. 

768K 

► Will upgrade your PCW 8256 
to a full 1 Mb. 

»Only £1 19 + VAT. 
Total £1 36.85 - postage free. 

1.5Mb 

► Three times the memory of 
basic Rampac for only twice 
the price! 

►Allows Locoscript users to use 
the maximum 2Mb memory 
on 85 1 2/95 1 2 machines. 

► Flipper 2 recommended for 
CP/M users. 

>Only £199.00 + VAT. 
Total £228.85 - postage free. 



f you use Locoscript 
you should have a 
Rampac- but don't 
just take our word 
for it, see what the 
magazines say- 
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SCA Interfaces (serial/parallel) For Amstrad PCWs 



PROFESSIONAL 

• Full 8 bit Centronics parallel 
port for printers and plotters. 

• Full duplex RS232 serial port 
for communications at all 
speeds between 75 & 19200 
Baud. 

• User manual supplied with 
details of cables. 

• Only £48.00 + VAT 

Total £55.20 - postage free 



PROFESSIONAL PLUS 

►All functions as Professional 

► Real Time Clock/Calender with 
on-screen digital clock display 

► Demonstration and 
communications software 
supplied on a 3" diskette 

►Automatic CP/M time 
and date stamping 

► Only £57.00 + VAT 
Total £65.55 - postage free 
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The Best of 1990! 

The last twelve months have seen a glut of original and innovative releases 
appearing on the PCW market, each one vying with the others for the 
attention of the machine. We now look back on some of the best ... 



Nobody could argue that 1990 hasn't been good to the 
PCW. With a long, unbroken string of what can only 
be described, in some cases, as highly revolutionary 
soft- and hardware releases emerging little by little 
onto the scene, it really hasn't done too badly at all. 
September, of course, saw the climax with the long-awaited 
release of Creative Technology's ProSCAN handscanner. We 
all looked on with bated breath. Not only did this product 
consolidate the company's position of authority on the PCW 
market following their September '89 release of Micro 
Design, it catapulted the humble PCW into the limelight as a 
DTP force to be, at long last, truly reckoned with. In the 
same month. Software Imperative's Foreword made its debul 
appearance. It was the word pre-processor which was aiming 



to help writers of every persuasion get even more out of their 
faithful desktop companion. February was a good month too, 
with both PCW SuperDOS and the SCA RamPac making 
their respective splashes in 8000 Plus. And these were only 
the tip of the iceberg. 

Now is the time you might be thinking about rewarding 
your PCW for all the hard work - not to mention, cursing - 
you've put it through over the past twelve months. Why not 
have a leisurely browse through our very own run-down of 
the best releases of 1990? We defy you not to spot a Krimble 
pressie or two - either for your own machine or for some 
other PCW addict you know. Watch out for the issue and page 
numbers of the actual review: you can flick through your 
back issues for the full story. Have fun. 




1 ProSCAN Handscanner 

E179 • Creative Technology 
0889 567160 

(Issue 48 and issue 50, page 10) 



This was pretty major stuff: a handscanning 
device which, with the help of dedicated 
ProSCAN interface and software, allows you to 
convey images - any kind, from photographs 
and illustrations to line-drawings, irrespective of 
whether they are colour or black and white - 
onto the screen of your PCW. They can then be 
stored as graphic images for later use in the 
Micro Design DTP package. 

The handscanner is simplicity itself to use: 
once you have the software loaded, all you have 
to do is position the scan head at the top of the 
picture in question (it can be any size) and 
slowly move the scanner, in a downwards direc- 
tion, over it. There are three rollers underneath 
the head which permit a smooth easy passage 
across the picture surface. If the picture is bigger 



than the scan head (ie, wider than four inches), 
simply scan in the image column by column. 

You can control the size of each scan and its 
dither and stipple (grey tones and shading, to you 
and me) with the help of the "dots per inch' but- 
ton and the dither settings on each side of the 
scanner. Although ProSCAN has its own inter- 
face, this comes with a through connector so that 
you can easily use the package with either of the 
AMX or Kempston mice, each of which requires 
its own interface. 

Creative's Handscanner was an out and out 
success, essential for any PCW-user who lakes 
desktop publishing seriously. To see it in action, 
turn to page 10 of last month's issue. 
Drawbacks: None we could seriously entertain 
for very long! 
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2 HardPak 

£499 (20 Meg) C599 (40 Meg) 
Cirtech • 0835 23898 

(Issue SO, page 46) 



This release constituted another major break- 
through for the serious PCW-user: a hard disc 
(20 or 40 Mb. no less) that comes in at roughly 
the same size as a slightly outsize pack of 
cigarettes (and weighing about that, too) which, 
get this, literally clips onto the expansion card at 
the back of the PCW in less than a second. Gone, 
at long last, are the days of floodlit, back-end 
micro-surgery which used, in days of yore, to 
signal the gorey attachment of any hard disc lo 
the PCW. 

HardPak can run LocoScript 2 or CP/M with 
the same degree of ease. The hardware can. how- 
ever, only handle the latest version of LocoScript 
2 - version 2.28: the good news is that, as a 
result of a special Cirtech-Locomotive agree- 



Best i 



of '90 



meat, the necessary software to upgrade the pro- 
gram to version 2.28 has actually been included 
on the disc. 

HardPak's immediate advantages become 
evident when conducting speed trials. A 2k 
Protext file is saved on the HardPak in under two 
seconds; on a floppy, seven seconds. Similarly. 
HardPak loads a 20k Protext file in as little as 
four seconds as opposed to 1 1 from a floppy. 

Drawbacks: Because, like an interface. 
HardPak slots onto the PCW's expansion card 
and there are no piggy-backing facilities, you 
can't use the hard disc for any mouse-driven, 
graphics or DTP work. It's a great pity, because 
that's precisely when you're likely lo most need 
a product of this kind. 




3 RamPac Add-On 

£113.85 incl. VAT (512k) 
SCA Systems • 0903 700288 

(Issue 41, page 17) 



The easiest way - to date - of upgrading your 
PCW's memory. Another interface-lookalike 
add-on containing - at the time of the RamPac 's 
release way back in February - 5l2k's worth of 
memory chips. SCA have now gone on to expand 
their RamPac range which now includes 768k 
and l .5 Mb add-ons. 

Until the RamPac made its appearance, 
memory upgrades had always been singularly 
messy operations involving the removal of the 
back of the machine and soldering into place the 
requisite chips. It was certainly not a task for the 
faint-hearted. You can still do it that way if you 



prefer - either yourself or paying someone to do ■ 
it for you. It will be cheaper. (Silicon City do a 
DIY Plug in and Go 8256 256k memory upgrade 
kit for a total of £24.95 incl. VAT). 

But the SCA RamPacs have ease of use on 
their side. Just plug them on and away you go. 
And they will allow piggy-backing - either of 
additional RamPacs or other peripherals. 
Cost of an upgrade: 5 1 2k to 768k = £34.95 incl. 
512k to 1.5 Meg = £115 incl. 
768k to 1.5 Meg = £86.25 incl. 
Drawbacks: There is a cheaper, manual 
alternative. 




4 3.5 Inch Disc Drive 

£79.95 • Compact Micros 
0274 640589 

(Issue 41, page 17) 



In February. Compact Micros' endeavours to 
bring the PCW. kicking and screaming, into line 
with industry standard disc drive sizes resulted in 
the arrival of the new 3.5 inch disc drive. 

It meant that the PCW owner was going to 
be better off in a number of ways: firstly, 3.5 
inch discs are much cheaper than 3 inch discs 
and considerably easier to come by. and. sec- 
ondly, the addition of a 3.5 inch disc drive to the 
PCW would facilitate the easy exchange of disc- 
bound information between it and the 3.5 inch 
variety of PC computer. 

The drive was, again, simplicity itself to fit 
(there was a fully illustrated, colour walkthrough 



featured in February's issue) and, once installed, 
slim and discreet in appearance. 

Drawbacks: The usual one but one which 
needs pointing out to prospective buyers all the 
same. The drive is only compatible with single 
drive machines like the 8256 and 9512. Twin 
drive machines - like the 85 1 2 and upgraded 
9512 - have already used the available sockets. 

In line with that, if you've got an 8512 and 
need the use of a 3.5 inch drive (to communicate 
with an office PC. for instance) then you will 
need to disable your B drive first. 

Bit of a pain, but that's the way it goes, 
unfortunately. Consider yourselves warned. 




5 Foreword 

£44.95 • Software Imperative 
0225 425315 

(Issue 48. page 12) 




6 PCW SuperDOS 

£29.95 • Encyclasoft 
0270 811890 

(Issue 41 , page 46) 



Hot on the heels of the Creative Technology 
handscanner. came a writers' tool called 
Foreword - from, incidentally, the same stable as 
Flipper. It. too. was very, very good. 

Known affectionately in the trade as an 'ideas 
processor' or 'word pre-processor'. Foreword 
provides you. the writer, with a framework on 
which to hang - sentence by sentence, paragraph 
by paragraph - your growing chef d'oeuvre. This 
can be a report, a newspaper or magazine article, 
even a book; in fact, it can be any sustained 
piece of work requiring a modicum of planning 
and a logical progression of ideas. 

At the touch of a few buttons you can, in 



turn, 'hide' and 'show' whole sections of text 
and rearrange paragraphs, sentences and, if you 
so desire, whole chapters. The point of it is that 
you will never get to the stage where you can't 
see the wood for the trees. 

Once you have your outline (and it can be as 
sparse or as fleshed out as you like) it can even 
be imported into other word processors for fur- 
ther polishing. A highly professional, accurate 
little package. 

Drawbacks: It's not going to tum you overnight 
into a Pulitzer prize-winner and if you have a 
reasonably organized mind when writing you 
will no doubt be able to manage without it. 



PCW SuperDOS was first reviewed way back in 
the February issue of 8000 Plus. It was - and is - 
one of the most unusual and. for some people, 
the most welcome utilities developed for use on 
the PCW. What SuperDOS does is emulate the 
ease and familiarity of the LocoScript disc man- 
agement screen (DMS) for the benefit of CP/M 
users. Instead of finding yourself faced with the 
unyielding A> prompt on loading CP/M. the 
SuperDOS user is presented with a far more 
approachable working environment in the guise 
of a LocoScript-lookalike DMS. complete with 
pull-down menus and screen partitioning. 



The benefits of SuperDOS quickly make 
themselves felt when it comes to mass file-han- 
dling, something which, we all know, LocoScript 
can't manage. CP/M can. of course, but again the 
syntax required tends not to be all that user- 
friendly. You can also create, edit and print out 
Notepads, a feature of the program which 
quickly becomes indispensable. PCW SuperDOS 
makes finding your way around CP/M a far more 
enjoyable process. 

Drawbacks: The program needs a full 5 1 2k of 
memory; its performance is not quite as seamless 
as LocoScript's. 
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7 Bibliotech 

£44.95 • Bible Society 
Software • 0793 513713 

(Issue 45, page 24) 



June saw (he arrival of another long-awailed pro- 
gram on the PCW scene and il would be no exag- 
geration to say that this one had the entire contin- 
gent of PCW-owning clerics running, the length 
and breadth of Britain, for their chequebooks. 

Bibliotech comprised the whole of the Good 
News Bible ( 1 966 American transation) New 
Testament on 3 inch disc format. This was com- 
plete with concordance (ie, the storing and cross- 
referencing of keywords along with their book, 
chapter and verse numbers.) Bibliotech also 
stores these words under theme headings and 
with sets of related words or topics. The searches 
that the program allows you to carry out on the 
27 books which make up the New Testament are 
fast, comprehensive and accurate. 



It is also possible to locate those passages of 
the Bible which are more closely concerned with 
the particular word you"re interested in by means 
of two bar charts (the Absolute and Relative 
charts). The first gives the total number of times 
a word appears throughout all of the 27 books 
which comprise the Testament; the second shows 
the relative distribution of the word throughout 
each of its individual chapters. 

This feature enables you to home in immedi- 
ately on those passages in the Bible which are 
more closely concerned with a particular idea. 

Bibliotech established itself very quickly as a 
must for Bible-study students everywhere. It 
received full marks in the June issue of 8000 
Plus: a rare accolade indeed. 




8 Music Pad 

£22.94 • Composit Software 
0952 595436 

(Issue 49, page 34) 



In October's issue of the magazine, we reviewed 
Music Pad, the new baby brother to Composit 
Software's November '89 release of The 
Composer's Pen. At less than half the price of its 
predecessor. Music Pad was a welcome innova- 
tion for those musicians who found all the bells 
and whistles of the Pen rather too sophisticated 
or even too daunting for their perhaps less adven- 
turous music-composing requirements. 

Although still able to print out high resolu- 
tion musical scores (the quality is very impres- 
sive indeed). MusicPad is. in effect, a 'pocket- 
sized' Pen. For example, instead of catering for 
upto 99 instruments at once. Music Pad gives 



you just four staves, ample for the needs of say, a 
music teacher or smallish band of musicians. 

The program's trump card lies in its ability to 
copy large sections of music (rather like a word 
processor with sentence and/or paragraph blocks) 
and the easy transposition of a score from one 
key to another. 

Another very nice touch for devotees of that 
famous word processor is that MusicPad carries a 
very strong LocoScript influence. You should 
feel right at home there. 
Drawbacks: You can't put notes of differing 
lengths in the same chord unless you merge two 
separate slaves. 




9 The Graphologist 

£44.95 • Intraset 
0257 276800 

(Issue 44, page 52) 



This one was an absolute cracker and afforded the SOOO 

Plus team much fun and frolics - not to mention serious 

heart-searching - when it arrived for review in May. 

You see, The Graphologist is a program which is able to 

analyse your handwriting and then produce a (quite telling, in 

some instances) personality profile in the light of it. Providing 



the program with the information it needs in order to do that is quite 
laborious and time-consuming - as you would, no doubt, expect. It 
carries out. in minute detail, a thorough scrutiny of the formation of 
each letter in your longhand scrawl before 'switching off for a few 
minutes to compile a very personal, lengthy character resume - warts 
and all. including any latent criminal tendencies! 

There are sections on work, personal relationships, stress and 
marriage. It's excellent fun! 

Drawbacks: The input required from you is very lengthy (sometimes 
up to about an hour) and can become tedious. Contradictions are 
often evident on the profile printout. 




10 The Complete Home 
Entertainment Centre 

£19.99 • CDS • 0302 321 134 

(Issue 46, page 28) 



Even more fun was in store for us in the July 
issue when we reviewed a disc rejoicing in the 
faintly intriguing title of The Complete Home 
Entertainment Centre. We couldn't wait to find 
out what it was all about. 

Well, the title of this particular game compi- 
lation proved itself no idle boast, with a selection 
of card games, word searches, dominoes, 
backgammon and - wait for it - for the first time 
ever, darts for the PCW. all available on one 
bumper disc. The game-play was addictive, the 



graphics on the screen displays very slick indeed. 
This was. very definitely, one of the most profes- 
sional programs which graced our office PCW 
screens during 1990. 

The Complete Home Entertainment Centre 
will make an ideal gift for any PCW owner who 
believes in making their work fun or. indeed, 
their fun work. Full marks. 

Turn to page 34 for our review of CDS' brand 
new board and disc game. Tank Attack. 




1 1 Educational software 

Ultimate Quiz/Junior 
Playtime/School's Out • DGC 
0274 636475 

(Issue 39, page 25 and issue 49, 58/9) 



If there's one thing that we are going to leave 
1 990 being absolutely convinced of. it's that 
good educational software for the PCW and 
David Greenhough Computing are virtually 
synonymous. 

In our December '89 issue, we reviewed the 
latest version of Ultimate Quiz, a collection of 
ten quizzes on one disc each consisting of 1 00 
multiple choice questions - enough to keep even 
the most staunch trivia addict occupied for a 
while. There are foreign language translation 
questions, geography, history and sports puzzlers 
plus some general trivia. You can even 'edit' the 
questions so that the package can be customised 
to suit just about anyone's tastes: Ultimate Quiz 



will provide hours of fun to PCW-users of all 
ages and persuasions. 

In October. DGC again showed us that the 
PCW can be a perfectly valid educational tool 
with the release of Junior Playtime (for four- to 
eight-year-olds) and School's Out (for seven- to 
1 4-year-olds). Each disc consisted of a compila- 
tion of games-cum-learning aids - for example, 
mazes, word scrambles, match the pairs and 
snake in the grass were all prominent on the first 
disc, while the second played host to some 
slightly more refined pastimes like Othello. Four 
in a Row and, in some cases, quite complex word 
searches. Our verdict: very addictive fun for all 
the family. 
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Transferred to an IBM PS/2 with LocoLink 
and edited with LocoScript PC 



Upgrading from a PCW to a PC used 
to be difficult. Now it's easy with LocoScript PC 
and LocoLink, because you don't have to learn 
a new word processor. 

LocoScript PC has the same look and feel 
as LocoScript on the PCW so you'll be able to 
start work immediately. But the difference 
you'll really notice is the speed - LocoScript PC 
is much faster and more powerful than 
LocoScript on the PCW. 

LocoScript PC not only includes the word 
processor you're familiar with on the PCW, but 
also LocoFile, LocoMail and LocoSpell plus 
support for over 400 different printers all in one 
package! 



Using LocoLink, our unique transfer 
package, you can take all your LocoScript 
documents and datafiles to any PC. LocoScript PC 
lets you keep all your characters and formatting 
commands - saving you the trouble of re-typing! 

So why waste time learning a new word 
processor when you can have LocoScript PC? 

LocoScript PC costs £125 +VAT 
LocoLink costs £29.95 + VAT 



I 



I 



If you would like to see how easy it is to 

move to a PC, telephone Katy Buchan on 

(0306) 740606 for the name of your nearest 

Locomotive Software Authorised Dealer. 

LOCOMOTIVE 
SOFTWARE 

Dorking, Surrey, 
RH4 1YL 





COMPUTER 
't*™™*™^ SERVICES 



Dept 8, Unit 13c Sunrise Business Park, 
Blandford Forum, Dorset DT11 7TE 



All prices INCLUDE delivery. Just add VAT at 15%. 

Cheques/PO's with order or phone our credit card 

hotline before 3pm for same day despatch (subject to 

availability) by 1st Class post or carrier for next day 

delivery (U.K. Mainland) 

(0258) 480660 



RIBBONS 












IE 




ALL RIBBONS TOP QUALITY AND GUARANTE 






£ 


per ribbon 


AMSTRAD 




1 


2+ 


8+ 


8256/8512 longllTc 


F 


3.44 


3.27 


3.10 


8256/8512 Colours 


F 


4.30 


4.09 


3.87 


8256/8512 


MS 


3.44 


3.27 


3.10 


9512 longllfe 


F 


3.44 


3.27 


3.10 


9512 Colours 


F 


4.30 


4.09 


3.87 


9512 


MS 


2.95 


2.80 


2.66 


DMP2000/3000/3160 


F 


3.34 


3.17 


3.01 


DMP4000 


F 


4.70 


4.47 


4.23 


LQ5000 


F 


5.28 


5.02 


4.75 


Colours=Blue. Red. Green. 


Brown (Fabric only) 






...AND ALSO 










Brother Ml 009/ 1224 


F 


3.47 


3.30 


3.12 


Brother Ml 509/ 1709 


F 


4.95 


4.70 


4.46 


Citizen 120D 


F 


3.44 


3.27 


3.10 


Citizen Swift 24 


F 


3.44 


3.27 


3.10 


Commodore MPS80 1 


F 


3.34 


3.17 


3.01 


Commodore MPS1230 


F 


3.43 


3.26 


3.09 


Epson MX/RX/FX100 


F 


3.95 


3.75 


3.56 


Epson LX80/86 


F 


2.47 


2.35 


2.20 


Epson FX/MX/RX80 


F 


3.44 


3.27 


3.10 


Epson LQ800 


F 


3.64 


3.46 


3.28 


Epson LQ2500 


F 


4.73 


4.49 


4.26 


Epson LQ2550 


F 


5.30 


5.04 


4.77 


H.Packard D/Jet Cart 




14.80 


14.05 


13.32 


NEC P2200 


F 


4.95 


4.70 


4.46 


NEC P6*/P7* 


F 


5.34 


5.07 


4.81 


Olivetti DM 100/200 


F 


3.43 


3.26 


3.09 


Panasonic KXP1080-83 










1090-92. 1 124. 1 180-90 


F 


4.00 


3.80 


3.60 


Panasonic KXP1524-40 


F 


6.90 


6.56 


5.21 


Selkosha SPI200 


F 


3.44 


3.27 


3.10 


StarLCIO 


F 


3.44 


3.08 


2.92 


StarLC24-lO 


F 


3.50 


3.33 


3.15 


StarND/NR/NX15 


F 


5.71 


5.42 


5.14 


F=Fabric MS=MultlsU1ke 










We have ribbons for 1000s 


of printers - 


If yours 


Isn't listed, give 


us a call! 











NEXT DAY DELIVERY 



DISKS 



3" MAXELL CF2 

5 £9.90 10 £18.90 



SAVE THOSE RIBBONS! 



RE-INK your own ribbons the new 
'Ozone Friendly' way. One can of 'RE- 
INK' will do up to 30 PCW ribbons. 
Suitable for all black fabric. .£1 1.26 



3" DISK STORAGE 
BOXES 



Quality lockablc boxes, smoke 
coloured top. anti-static and lockablc 

30 capacity 8.48 

60 capacity 10.96 



.AND ALSO 



£ 
Copy Holder from 9.90 
Printer Stands from 8.95 
Screen flltersfrom 12.45 
3" Drive cleaner 4.30 
Dust cover 8256 11.26 
• Dual covers arc 3 piece, pro. quality, machine washable I 
and treated with an anti-static Inhibitor - the best! 



Mouse mat 4.30 

Mouse house 2.58 

Envelopes POA 

Dust cover 9512 13.00 



1.90 



1 





CONTINUOUS 
PAPER 








Top quality fanfold paper. 




(M)s Microperforated 


£ 


per box 




per box 


1 


2* 


5+ 


11x9.5 Qtv 








60CSM IM1 2000 


16.38 


14.88 13.40 


70GSM (Ml 2000 


17.65 


16.15 14.91 


80GSM (Ml 2000 


19.30 


17.80 16.96 


90GSM (Ml 1000 


13.72 


12.22 10.54 


2 Part NCR 1000 


21.14 


19.64 18.20 


1 1.68 X 9.25 (A4) 








70GSM (M| 2000 


19.78 


18.28 17.20 


80GSM (Ml 2000 


23.28 


21.88 21.04 


90GSM (Ml 1000 


15.37 


13.87 12.19 


2 Part NCR 1000 


32.45 


30.95 29.87 



COMPUTER 
LABELS 



AVERT LABELS 


The beat! 


Fanfold with tractor feed holes. 


AVAILABLE 1.2ol 


3 ACROSS - PLEASE SPECIFY 




Price per 1000 




1000* 5000* 10000* 




£ £ £ 


2 3/4x 15/16 


4.25 3.04 2.68 


2 3/4x1 7/16 


5.18 3.79 3.37 


3 1/2 x 15/16 


4.55 3.26 2.88 


3 l/2x 1 7/16 


5.64 4.56 3.87 


3 1/2x1 15/16 


8.18 6.00 5.44 


4 X 15/16 


5.34 3.49 3.10 


4 x 17/16 


6.39 4.50 4.05 


4 x 1 15/16 


8.19 6.05 5.47 


We also have a wide range of other labels 


Including disk labels, small labels and laser 


labels 





STOCKMARKET 2 

THE MORE COMPREHENSIVE INVESTMENT PROGRAM! 

STOCK-MARKET 2 will help you plan your investments, keep a close and careful watch on their progress and manage the paperwork. It is a 
development of the original Siockmarket program which has sold many thousands of copies worldwide. We have added over fifty new features. We 
have listened to our users and have incorporated a number of their suggestions to make the program even more comprehensive and easier to use. 

STOCKMARKET 2 enables you to record full details of all your share transactions (and unit trusts, gilts and other securities). You can enter 
dividends as you receive them as well as cash transactions in saving accounts. Enter items in any order, the program will sort them out. It is easy to 
input the latest share prices, instantly revalue your portfolio, produce a summary statement and chart your shares' progress. You can also record 
values of indices, exchange rates, etc for plotting. It will list over fifty different summary and detailed reports of your portfolio. You can see Ihe 
percentage gain. List a year's dividends for the lax man. List all transactions or just purchases or sales for every share or just one share. 

The program can be used for your real investments and for learning and practising investment techniques. It is easy to use and comes complete with a 
comprehensive manual and demonstration files which include real price information going back several years for a number of shares (inc FI°30 index, 
IT-SE 100, British Telecom, Marks & Spencer) so that you can plot graphs straight away. More share prices are available separately on disc. 



PORTFOLIO MANAGEMENT 



PRICE ANALYSIS 



• Up to fifty shares per folio. As many folios as you like 

• Record full details of your portfolios of stocks, shares, unit trusts etc. 
■ Practise buying and selling and accurately record your progress 

' Buy and sell shares with automatic calculation of dealing costs 

• Ten sets of dealing costs which you can alter as necessary 

• Record dividend yields and P/E ratios. Record lax credits, dividends 
" Update prices and automatically recalculate share and folio values 

• Store prices automatically for plotting charts 

• Sort alphabetically, by date or manually into any order 

• Keep records of your cash as you buy and sell 

• List your folio summary, transactions, dividends and cash accounts 



• Up to fifty shares per file. As many files as you like. 260 prices / share 
" Enter prices daily/wcekly/randomly. If weekly will store 5 years' prices 

• Copy prices automatically from a folio or enter separately 

• Chart anything (share prices, unit trusts, indices, exchange rates, etc.) 

• Sort into any order for easy data entry. List all the prices for each share 

• Plot prices and moving averages of any period on a log or linear scale 

• Automatic scaling of graphs so they always fill whole screen 

• Easy to read scales/grid for prices and dates (not just week numbers) 

• Comes with real weekly prices for several shares for the last few years 

• Use curves as a guide to the best buying and selling opportunities 

• Sets of share prices may be purchased separately on disc 

" On screen help line and pop-up context sensitive help messages 



* Easy to use, menu driven program 

— — — — — ^— Comprehensive sixty page manual. Complete with demonstration account and prices. 



Amstrad PCW 8256, 8512, 9512 



MERIDIAN 



Also for IBM PC (inc. every Amstrad PC) 



£49-95 



Prices are all inclusive worldwide. Send cheque or phone any day 
(including weekends) from 8am to 9pm and quote credit card number 
tor immediate delivery by first class post. 

38 Balcaskie Road, London, SE9 1HQ. Tel: 081-850 7057 





itext 



Lay down the rules 

1/ Go u it I 



This month, Sophie Lankenau looks at the use of ruler lines and tabs - 
Protext's two vital basic ingredients in the making of a perfect page layout 



We have already seen how the 
speed of Protexl in the busi- 
ness of text production and 
manipulation can make word 
processing a headache free affair. When 
it comes to the actual appearance of the 
word on the finished page, Protext can 
take the task on with the minimum of 
fuss and the maximum of speed. 

Page layout in Protext involves a 
completely different process than the 
LocoScriptian equivalent. The reason 
that Protext gains extra points for speed 
in this area of word processing is that 
everything is done in the same environ- 
ment; there is no need to summon the 
assistance of purpose built menus to the 
screen. 

The official line 

When you are in editing mode in 
Protext, you will notice that the screen 
page is headlined with the letter L, a 
series of dashes and exclamation marks, 
and the letter R. This headline is known 
as the ruler line, and is the key to alter- 
ing page layout. 

The default layout setting which 
you see on screen dictates the following 
commands to Protext. The left hand 
margin is at the position of the letter L; 
the tabs are indicated by the exclama- 
tion marks, each of which is divided by 
eight characters, and the letter R delin- 
eates the right hand margin. The series 
of dashes allows you to measure the 
characters between each of the previous 
specifications. 

You can set up a new page layout at 
any stage of your document, whether it 
is before you type any text in at all, or 
mid-paragraph. When you are first get- 
ting to grips with layout, it is a good 
idea to start off using Protext's default 
setting, so that the changes you are 
making are more clearly visible. 

Type in some text at the start of the 
page - two or three lines will suffice. At 
the end of the last line, press 
IRETURN). We now want to change 
the margins of the page so that the text 
flows into a narrower column on the left 
hand side. To define the left hand mar- 
gin, press [SHIFT][#] at the same time. 
A 'greater than' sign appears on screen. 
Now. move the cursor along to about a 
quarter of the way across the page. Type 
in the letter R at the point where you 
want the right hand margin to be placed. 



These two commands now dictate the 
layout of the text which follows. To 
bring the new layout into effect, simply 
press [RETURN], and start typing. If 
you look to the top of the screen, you 
will notice that the default ruler line, 
with its series of dashes and exclama- 
tion marks, has been replaced by the 
new arrangement. When you type in 
some more text, the word-wrap will 
occur at the new right hand margin (see 
screenshot). 

The lay of the land 

If you practice a few more different 
ruler line formats, you'll soon become 
accustomed to the speed and ease with 
which new layouts can be imposed 
upon a document. 

With a selection of different layouts 
on the screen, try moving the cursor 
around the text, using the [PAGE] key 
to go to the foot of the document, and 



[AI_T][PAGE] to move back up to the 
top. As you pass through different for- 
mats, watch the ruler lines changing on 
your journey. 

You will probably want to use one 
style of layout more than others, and the 
Protext default layout could well be the 
ideal one to use for your work. If you 
are using any other kind of layout, and 
you need to return to Protext's default 
version, press [ALT)[D], and the origi- 
nal ruler lines will be restored. 

This does not mean that any text 
arranged in a different format on the 
page will automatically be relayed in 
the style of the default; it only affects 
the next line of text to be typed in. 

If the Protext default layout is not 
the one which you want as your own, 
you can create one that is. With the cur- 
sor at the top of the page, press 
|SHIFT](#1 to set the left margin, 
and type in 'r' at the point where ► 



with 
the flow 

You can flow existing 
text into a new layout 
structure by a press 
of the [RELAY] key. 
Decide the 
layout which you 
want, and make sure 
that the ruler line sits 
directly above the rel- 
evant text. Press 
[RELAY] and watch 
the document reform 
paragraph by para- 
graph. 

If you want to 
revert back to the 
original layout, move 
the cursor to the point 
where the text begins, 
and press [ALT][R] 
for Restore. The pre- 
vious layout will now 
preside over the docu- 
ment, and you can go 
buck through with the 
[RELAY] key 
rearranging the text 
as necessary. 



Putting the theory into practice 



Office manager Yvonne 
Lloyd gives us her verdict 
on Protext's methods of 
layout. 

"Apart from the very use- 
ful document template, 
LocoScript provides only 
right and left hand mar- 
gins to assist the opera- 
tor, making it necessary 
for the typist to to set up 
a layout for each new 
item of work. The Protext 
ruler line, which is contin- 
uously displayed at the 
top of the screen, and 
which shows left and right 
margins, together with 
sensibly located, equidis- 
tant tabulator points, 
would obviate the need to 
tamper with the layout at 
all, except in the most 
complex of documents. 

Pretending that I had the misfortune to be 
landed with such a piece of typing, I put the 
Protext system of ruler lines through its paces - 
and was delighted with the simplicity of the opera- 
tion. I was particularly pleased with the way in 
which you do not have to leave the document; you 




Loco lover Yvonne Lloyd gels to grips with 
Protext's tabs and ruler lines 



just start a new line, type in 
> for the left hand margin, 
and R for the right, and then 
exclamation marks for sim- 
ple tabs, and full stops for 
decimal tabs. I like the fact 
that you can see each dif- 
ferent layout on the screen 
as you work. 

The lack of a similar dis- 
play in LocoScript has had 
me screaming in the past, 
since ft is so easy to delete 
the whole new layout, par- 
ticularly as the text has 
moved down a line when 
one returns to the docu- 
ment. I am also incapable of 
distinguishing between the 
LocoScript choices of 
'Change Layout' and 'New 
Layout', and nearly always 
select the wrong one. 

I do wonder why the 
Protext program does not 
display the tabulator and return arrows automati- 
cally. I cannot think of circumstances in which I 
would not wish to see these displayed; however, 
others may feel differently, and it is simple enough 
to press [ALT] T to make the display appear and 
remain on screen." 
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PROIKT MMMK 
P«3e 1 L me ! 



j j j i i i i { i — R 

Just because Pretext cones with a certain style of layout, it doesn't 
necessarily nean that you have to stick uith it. There are all sorts 
of uays in which the text on the screen can be arranged; one uay of 
loing it is to have a very narrou nan in, like the one he low. 



Then, your text 
lias to fit in to 
' tiny space, 

his would be 

uite a good 
.ornat for 
address lists, 
or perhaps 
canera 

instructions if 
uou uere a 

lguig at the 



his is slightly wider, and 
ould be handy For things which 
eed nore space. 



Protexl allows you (o create any number ol different layouts in a 
document ■ without having to leave edit mode. The > and R signs 
constitute the 'ruler line', which is invisible on the printed page 



PROTEXT Docunerit scfTZ 
Page 1 Line 1 Col 1 



HDT 



TuslTfn Ufl 



Markers 




You can flow existing text Into any layout form, by setting up a 

ruler line above the text, and pressing the [RELAY] key. Narrow 

margins like the one above could be handy for script writers 



PMITXI Document proexple 
Page 1 Lint 12 Col 66 



Justify Off 

Ho narkers set 



Word-Wrap 



The Neutoun PCH User Croup 



The October Meeting of the Neutoun PCW User Croup uill take place on 
Thursday Novenber 29th at 7,Mpn in the Commits Hall, Nentoun Road, 
Neutounshire. Parking is availabe to rear of the building. The evening 
lull progress as follous: 



CP/H explained 



Nr A Pronpt looks at the 
ngsteries of the PCW operat- 
ing sgsten 



Here, we see how two simple tabs (shown by exclamation marks) 

help clarify information. The decimal tab (a full stop) arranges 

numerical Information into neat, uniform order 



InOTIXl Docutenl protiple 
Iran 1 lint as Col TO 



Justify Off 

No warters sei 



Word -Wrap M.I-H fori 



the Newtown PCM User Croup*' 



the October nesting of the Newtown PCM User Croup will take place on 
[hursday Hovenber 23th at 7.00p* in the Conmmity Ha 1 1 , Newtown toad. 
(twtoun&hire. Parkins is aoailabf to rear of the building. Hie evening 
nil progress is follows:* 1 

I J ! . It» 

t CP/H explained-! Hr A Pronpt looks at the-. :.Mp« n 

♦ * Mysteries of the PCM operat-t* 

« •* ing system 1 

i Loco LowdowTH The latest hints and tips f 

4 ■* brought to you by resident)' 

i ■» Loco lunatic, Em Drive-* B.lSpnf 

» COFTIE M LICHT REFRESHHHIS •»« 

Canes Corner-* Find your way around Fisb with-* 9.4Sp« f 

•* the help of Pa Serr ■* ** 

Any Questions-* Your queries answered-* 10.30pm 1 



The final document is all the neater for the use of simple and dec- 
imal tabs. If you want to revert to the layout at the top of the page, 
press [ALT)[D], and the default layout is' restored 



you want the right hand margin to be. 
Now, when you press [RETURN] and 
begin entering text. Protext recognises 
the new ruler line as the default setting. 
So. if you are using a different lay- 
out and you want to return to your spec- 
ified default, the command |ALT]|D] 
will ensure that it is re-imposed on the 
document. 

Be prepared 

The layouts which you set up need not 
have to be re-typed every time you want 
to use them. You can only have one 
actual default layout, but you can use 
the (CUT], [COPY1 and [PASTE] keys 
to move other layouts around the docu- 
ment you are working on. 

You could even define a given lay- 
out as a block, by placing the cursor 
over the > and pressing [SH1FT]]+]. 
then repeating the procedure with the 
cursor to the right of the letter r. 

If you press [STOP] and go into 
command mode, you can save that 
block or layout under a name which is 
likely to jog your memory - say. 
'address', or 'list' depending on the lay- 
out you are dealing with. Then, when 
you needed to call upon that layout in 
future work, you can simply use the 
merge command to draft it in to your 
document. 

This might not sound like the kind 
of time-saving procedure beloved of 
Protext, but it could be very useful if 
you organise your discs so that similar 
work is kept together. Having the appro- 
priate layouts permanently to hand will 
save you time in the long run. 

Of course, there is more to layouts 
than simple left and right hand margins. 
The use of tabs is a handy way to 
impose indentation on to a document, 
and is far more accurate than trying to 
achieve the same effect by pressing the 
spacebar for a certain, predetermined 
number of characters. 

Put it on the tab 

As we mentioned earlier, the tab com- 
mand is represented in the ruler line by 
an exclamation mark. The Protext 
default layout contains eight tabs, each 
of which are separated by eight dashes, 
or characters. 

This might well be suitable for your 
needs as a default setting, but when you 
want to arrange text in a different way, 
then inserting tabs into a new ruler line 
will ensure that text is aligned where 
you want it to be. 

Say you were drawing up a pro- 
gramme of events for a club or social 
evening - lets say a meeting of the 
Newtown PCW User Group - which is 
to be distributed among club members. 
It is likely that the document will need a 
heading - centred, or over to the left 
hand edge of the page. 

As this is the start of the document, 
there is no need to stray from the 
Protext default layout at this stage. 
Although it is perfectly simple to set up 
a 'dedicated' layout for this information, 
it will only be appearing once within 



our document. So. for the moment, use 
the cursor and [RETURN] keys in the 
usual way to position this text. 

With the heading installed, you 
might want to follow on with a few lines 
of introduction - which, again, can be 
done within the bounds of the Protext 
default layout. When you are ready to 
start 'timetabling' the events, press 
[RETURN] at the end of the line you 
are working on. Now, press [SHIFT][#] 
as before at the cursor point, to establish 
the left hand margin of your page. 

The first piece of information which 
needs to be entered could be the 
announcement of the 'event' -say, 
'CP/M explained', or 'LocoScript 
Lowdown'. It will need to be indented, 
and you can build a tab into the layout 
to ensure that it is. 

Move the cursor to the position 
where you want the information to start, 
and type in an exclamation mark. At the 
end of the line press [RETURN] and go 
on to the next line. Look out for the 
change in the ruler line. 

If you press the [TAB] key. the cur- 
sor will move to the position of the 
exclamation mark on the ruler line. You 
can then type in the information which 
you require. 

You can set up any number of tabs 
in one ruler line. So. in our document, 
we could set up a second tab for the 
name of the speaker or details of the 
event (see screenshot). 

Get to the point 

Where figures are concerned, the use of 
a decimal tab will ensure that everything 
is correctly aligned. To mark out a spot 
for a decimal tab, simply insert a full 
stop at the appropriate place. Back in 
the document, use the tab key to move 
to the place where you want to type the 
figures in. In our document, we will be 
putting the time of the event close to 
right hand margin. As you type the 
details in, notice how the text appears 
from right to left. As soon you put a full 
stop in - as in, say, 7.00pm. the next fig- 
ures will appear to the right of the mark 
(see screenshot). 

You can stop and check where you 
have put the tabs at any point during 
your work; simply press [ALT]]T] and 
the markers will appear. To remove 
them, press [ALT][T] again. Many peo- 
ple prefer to keep the tab markers per- 
manently on display for reference; oth- 
ers find them distracting. You will 
soon discover which arrangement suits 
you best. 

Incidentally, the marks on the page 
which constitute the ruler lines - the > 
sign, exclamation marks and full stops - 
will not appear on the page when the 
document is printed out; they are simply 
codes which Protext uses for direction 
while the document is being created. 

Next month, we will be looking at 
different kinds of codes - known as 
stored commands - which play a part in 
the way Protext presents text. These, 
coupled with layout skills, will prepare 
you for document printing. 
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Learning is now 
even more fun! 



Fun School 3 is everything you - and your chil- 
dren - ever wanted from educational software: 
SIX challenging programs in each pack which fulfil 
the exacting requirements of the National Cur- 
riculum. Plus: Stunning graphics; exciting sounds; 
carefully structured levels so your children can 
have fun and learn at their own pace. And all are 
designed by the winning team which created Fun 
School 2, the biggest-selling educational package 
ever! 

On sale at top dealers nationwide. Selected formats 
available at larger branches ofWH Smith and Boots. 




Follow the directions to 
find the buried treasure 



■ Atari ST • Amiga • PC • Amstrad PCW 

£24.99 

• Spectrum • C64 • Amstrad CPC 

£12.99 (tape) £16.99 (disc) 

In the autumn: BBC, Electron and Archimedes 



DATABASE EDUCATIONAL SOFTWARE 



Format 



Atari ST 
Amiga 

PC 5.25" 
PC 3.5- 



Amstrad PCW 



Spectrum 

Commodore 64 

Amstrad CPC 



Under 5s 



Tape 



9084 
9076 
6189 



Disc 



9490 
9921 
5891 
5894 



5211 



9085 
9077 
6190 



5 to 7s 



Tape 



9086 
9078 

6191 



Disc 



9491 
9922 
5892 
5895 



52 12 



9087 
9079 
6192 



Over 7s 



Tape 



9088 
9080 
6193 



Disc 



9492 
9923 
5893 
5896 



5273 



9089 
9081 
6194 



Please supply Fun School 3 for the code 
n umber(s) circled 

D Cheque payable to Database Software 
D Please debit my Access/Visa card no. 

''■'' i i i i I I I i i i I i i i i 
Expiry date:[~T~] 



Signed __ 

kU Q per program fw Europe & tire (£5 CXeneos/ 
Name 



Address. 



Send to: Database Direct. FREEPOST, Ellesmere Port. Po5 , code 
South Wirral L65 3EB. Order hotline: 05 1 -357 2961 



THE WEST OF BRITAIN 

YOU MUST ADD VAT. TO OUR PRICES 



AMSTRAD PCW's 



With 12 monlhs on site warranty plus FREE WBBS Ltd. DISC 

Icontaining DATABASE. GRAPHS PACK. PSYCHOLOGICAL TEST and 

GAMES PLUS-A FULLY FEATURED EVALUATION PACK OF SIMPLE ACCOUNTS If BY 
CORNIX SOFTWARE. CORNIX software is amongst the best British software available - a 
GREAT offer. And there's more! - We also supply you with a £5.00 oft voucher to enable you to 
pick up any ol the REELTIME training courses we advertise. Go on - treat yourself! 

PCW8256 - Green screen, single drive. 256k Ram. (Can be expanded to 8512) £347.00 

PCW8512 - Green screen, twin drive. 512k Ram. 2nd drive high density £434.00 

PCW951 2 - Black and white screen, single high density drive, Daisywheel £465.00 



PCW starter packs - all together now! 



10 x CF2 3" discs / one of which will be our 
free gift pack disc (see above) AMS30L 
locking disc box t 2000 sheets listing paper 
(11" x9.5") 3 primer ribbons /drive cleaner & 
dust covers ALL FOR THE BUNDLED 
PRICE OF £60.00 



State machine type when ordering & 
state fabric or carbon ribbons 



Changing to an IBM COMPATIBLE??? 

Contact us re prices and specification on 
the following (and morel): 
AMSTRAD - Entire range. 
OSICOM - 8810 - 286 - 386 (very good) 
SANYO - not the cheapest but excellent 
TANDON - innovative range - excellent. 
OLIVETTI, SAMSUNG, CAMBRIDGE, etc etc 

•" LINK YOUR PCW TO A PCI — 

Like to run your accounts on a PC but use 
your PC* as a workstation? Send for 
details of Compact Accounts PC2PCI 



OUR GUARANTEE 

is a bit special. If any computer or printer 
bought Irom us (without on-site 
maintenance being offered) goes wrong 
under warranty we will collect repair and 
return at our cost. 

All you have to do is telephone! 



Memory Upgrade - for PCW8256... £19.80 
256k upgrade takes your memory up to 
that of the 8512 Recommended for use 
with Locospell and Microdesign II. Very 
easy to fit • full instructions included. 

•• VERY SPECIAL OFFER " purchase the 
above upgrade at the same time as the 
PACE or FD4 drive and save £4.50 



PACE - 5.25" 2nd drive with its own built in 
interlace & power supply - TDOS software 
allows data transfer from PCW/PC/PCWI 
Very easy to fit. Also works as fully 
functional 2nd CP/M or LOCOSCRIPT 
drive £1 1 4.00 



•" PCW 2nd 3" drive (FD4) ••• 
For 9512 or 8256. 1Mb (720k formatted) 
internal drive with complete fitting 
instructions (Amstrad branded) ....£91 .00 



S.C.A. THE CREAM OF THE CROP! 



THE RamPac that supercharges your 
PCWIII Just plugs onto expansion pofl to 
provide extra area of RAM. Through 
connector allows continued use of other 
peripherals - Locomotive tested! 

512k RamPac £99.00 

76Bk RamPac - £119.00 

1 5Mb RamPac £199.00 



RS232 SERIAL/PARALLEL INTERFACES 

With Real Time Clock £51.00 

Without Real Time Clock £42.50 



PCW Hard Discs for the easy life ■ 



Diamond 20Mb PCW Hard Disc £379.00 

Diamond 32Mb PCW Hard Disc £459.00 

Diamond 48Mb PCW Hard Disc £539.00 

Through connectors can be fitted AT THE 
TIME OF ORDERING ONLY to allow an 
RS232 interface etc to be fitted at the same 
time as the Diamond disc 

THE ABOVE RANGE CAN BE SHARED BY 
MULTIPLE PCWS - DETAILS AVAILABLE. 

• NEW • NEW • NEW ' NEW ■ NEW ■ NEW • 

The NEW HardPak - no bigger than an 
RS232 interface ■ plugs on In same way. 

HardPak 20Mb hard disc £494.00 

HardPak 40Mb hard disc £594.00 

No cables-no messlng-|ust brilliant! 
AND THAT'S NOT ALL THATS NEWI 

NEW SPRINTER : Makes your PCW nearly 
2.5 times as fast! Runs laster than a standard 
PC Compatible! 

SPRINTER: lix to expansion port £77.00 

SPRINTER: with 256k of Ram £106.00 

SPRINTER: with 512k ol Ram £135.00 

SPRINTER: with 768k of Ram £193.00 

HardPak & Sprinter details available. 



MIRACLE TECHNOLOGY MODEMS 

WS4000PCW, complete with Integral PCW 

interface & connecting leadl £147.80 

PACE MODEMS 

Unnett-lntelligent, V21A/23 £130.40 

Cable to PCW Interface £13.90 

Sage chit chat Combo £62.50 

J BBD Dint Cover Set - simply the be»t J 

J PCWB25678512 - 3 piece grey £10.40 * 

I PCW9512 3 piece Ivory £12.13 * 

| PC1640/1512 state colour/mono £7.85 * 

I Amstrad PPC £5.20 * 

I Pace 5.25" disc drive cover £5.00 * 

******************************** 

SUNDRIES 
Printer stand - any width - rugged ....£14.75 

Printer cleaning kit-PCW8000's £14.60 

Mouse Mat £4.35 

'Margin Maker - - aligns paper £9.90 

Spike Protector plug - helps protect 
computer or other equipment against 

power surges (we use them) £10.25 

"Dongle" - if you own an 'Export' PCW you 
will need this gadget to link to 
interface/RamPac etc. Our price £17.00 



DISCS AT SPECIAL PRICES! 

CF2 3"Amsoft PCW/CPCx 5 £11.00 

Artisoft x10 £18.50 

Amsoft x20 £36.40 

Amsoft x30 £52.50 

Amsoft x40 £71.20 

CF2 3" Maxell PCW/CPCx 5 £10.40 

Maxell x10 £16.80 

Maxell x20 £33.00 

Maxell x30 £48.60 

Maxell x40 £64.00 



Maxell individually cased discs are available 
as per the Amsoft prices above. 



5.25" Bulk-Unbranded 
5.25" Bulk-Unbranded 
5.25" 3M Brand 
3.5" Bulk-Unbranded 
3.5" Bulk-Unbranded 
3.5" 3M Brand 



x25 £10.45 

x50 £17.40 

x10 £9.80 

x10 £8.50 

x25 £19.00 

X10 £12.80 



RIBBON RE-INK AND RIBBON 
REFRESH! 



NEW OUT ■ 'RIBBON RE-INK' contains no 
propellant. A black re-Inking spray suitable tor 
most fabric ribbon types. Now more 

environment Iriendly! £11 .00 

RIBBON REFRESH - the old favourite.. £7.80 



DISC STORAGE BOXES 

AMS30L (Ams. br'd) holds 30-locks ..£8.65 

DS40L3V3.5"-lockable £8.50 

DS550L 5 25" (holds 50) lockable £8.50 

PRINTER RIBBONS 
PCW 8256/851 2 - dot matrix printer: 

FABRIC (14m length) x 2 £6.50 

x10 £29.25 

CARBON MULTISTRIKE x 2 -£6.50 

x10 £29.25 

PCW 9512 - daisywheel printer: 

CARBON MULTISTRIKE x 2 £6.00 

x10 £27.00 

FABRIC TYPE x 2 £6.00 

X10 £27.00 

AMSTRAD BRANDED PRINTER RIBBONS 

PCW8000 Fabric or Carbon Ms x 2 ...£13.00 

PCW9512 Fabric or Carbon Ms x 2 ...£13.00 

PCW8256/8512 COLOUR RIBBONS 

Phone for availability x2 £11.80 

SMALL SELECTION OF OTHER PRINT RIBBONS 

CITIZEN Swift24 x2 £900 

Swift24Colour x2 £29.00 

120D x2 £7.00 

HQP40 x2 £15.60 

HQP40Colour x2 £39.00 

HQP45 X2 £20.80 

AMSTRAD DMP 2000/3000 X 2 £7.90 

LQ35O0 x2 £1350 

LQ5000 x2 £17.50 

STAR LC10 x2 £6.30 

LC24-10 x2 £7.10 

EPSON LQ400 x2 £11.50 

LQ500 x2 £11.80 



We supply exactly what you order • please 
make sure that what you are ordering is going 
to be right tor you! We do not sell on approval 



COMPUTER PAPER 
1 1" x 9.5" Continuous Ustlng:- 

SP/05 1 sheet thick - 500 sheets £9.80 

SP/1 01 sheet thick- 1000 sheets £11.30 

SP/20 1 sheet thick - 2000 sheets £15.60 

DP/05 2 sheets carbonless- 500 £15.60 

DP/10 2 sheets carbonless - 1000 £24.30 

1 1" x 14" Continuous (wide carriage):- 

1 sheet thick - 500 sheets £9.00 

1 sheet thick -1000 sheets £15.75 

1 sheet thick -2000 sheets £22.50 

A4 - (True A4) 80 gsm - Continuous:- 

Plain white/micro pert x 500 £13.90 

Plain white/micro pert x 1000 £19.95 

Plain white/micro pert x 2000 £33.50 

A4 - Single sheets - white x 500 £8.25 

A4 - Single sheets - white x 1000 £13.75 

A4 - Single sheets - blue x 1000 £17.75 

LABELS - with sprocket holes:- 

One wide 3 1/2'x1 7/16" - 500 £9.95 

Onewide31/2'x1 7/16" -1000 £13.75 

One wide 3 1/2M 7/16" -2000 £22.50 

One wide 3 1/2M 7/16* - 4000 £42.50 



AMSTRAD PCW SOFTWARE 



THE COMPOSERS PEN II - this is the new 

version. Well worth waiting for £62.00 

FLIPPER II PIUS (not for PCW8256). £26.00 



The "8000 PLUS COLLECTION" 

'The most comprehensive compilation of 
Amstrad PCW Hints, Tips, Shortcuts and 
Useful Programs ever published.' Total of 
book ♦ disc = £14.60 all inc. 



WORDPROCESSING 
(see also Books below) 



PROTEXT - THE FULL SYSTEM: £32.90 

includes a very fast wordprocessor, a 
spell-checker and a superb mail-merge 
utility that is almost a programming 
language in itself. The latest version. 

PRO-EAZE - needs Pretext to run. ...£15.00 
a set of utilities produced especially for 
Protext users containing a variety of 
automatically generated invoice layouts/ 
delivery notes etc. All can be customised 
and carry out calculations automatically. 
Ideal for the small to medium sized 
business. 



It is always important lo state the type ol 
PCW you own when you order! 



LocoScnptll £21.70 

LocoCombo-locoScript II & Spell ..£27.00 

LocoMail & file-for which PCW? £33.70 

LocoFile - state which PCW used .... £22.65 
New Thesaurus-use with LocoFile... £12.80 

LocoMail - use with Locoscript II £21.00 

LocoSpell - use witti Locoscript II ..£18.20 

LocoFont I (10 fonts) ' £14.70 

LocoFontll(6fonts) " £11.25 

24 Pin Printer Drivers Disc POA 

LocoScript II + LocoFile POA 

OTHER LOCOMOTIVE ITEMS AVAILABLE 

Digita 'E' Type-typewnter emul £24.15 

MAS.S. Easy Labeller - excellent. ..£21 .00 
More than a simple labeller - ideal for 
anything from greetings labels to 
consecutively numbered raffle tickets. 
SPREADSHEETS 

Supercalc II - best general buy £34.50 

Oacker II Turbo - advanced £32.00 

DATABASES 

Comix Card Index - easy to use £25.90 

Masterfile 8000-best general buy £28.00 

dBase II - very powerful £42.00 

Prodata - for Protext users £47.45 

Digita Datastore II £23.40 

Camsoft Cambase £45.00 

see LOCOFILE in wordprocessing 



NOT ONLY BUT ALSO! 
Contact us for dictating machines, 
telephones, typewriters, shredders, 
photocopiers, computer furniture, video 
recorders, fax machines, pens In bulk, 
office equipment and office supplies of all 
types! 



AMSTRAD PCW 9512 DAISYWHEELS 

ALL TYPES OF U.K. WHEELS £5.90 

PLEASE TELEPHONE FOR ADVICE. 



ZERO RATED SO DO NOT ADD VAT: LARGER BOOK LIST AVAILABLE 



Locoscript II user guide £19.95 

As above but spiral bound P.O.A. 

Locomail user guide £19.95 

Locospell user guide £14.95 

Locofile user guide £1 9.95 

Mallard Basic manual for PCW £9.95 

Protext. a PCW users guide £9.95 

Successful credit control £1 7.95 

Computers and the law 22.50 

Directors personal liability £19.50 



Sharpbenders - unleash potential £25.00 

Moving into management £8.95 

The small business handbook £9.95 

Strategic marogement'small Business's ..£17.50 

Working with dBase II £9.95 

Supercalc prompt: Supercalc 3 £9.95 

Locoscript ll/Mall/Spell/File £10.95 

IntrodudngC £12.95 

Data protection code of practice £12.95 

Using the Amstrad PCW W.P. £9.95 



IF ONLY ORDERING ONE BOOK PLEASE ADD £2.00 (PLUS VAT) TO COVER 
CARRIAGE... 



To place an order by telephone we will need to know the following: 



1. Today's date. 5. The type and number of the credit card you wish us to debit. 

2. Your name and address. 6. The expiry date of the card. 

3. Your telephone number in case of problems. _ 7. The item(s) you wish to purchase making sure we know 

4. The name of the magazine where you saw this advert. exactly which type of machine it is to work with. 

* WE WISH ALL OUR CUSTOMERS A MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR!!! ft 
Please make Cheques/P.O's payable to "W.B.B.S. Ltd." 



BUSINESS SERVICES 

Carriage is free on orders over £10.00 net - if less please see below 



ACCOUNTS PACKAGES 
FOR THE PCW 



a you are unsure which package you need 
lor your business please 'phone and we will 
describe the various packages in clear 
jargonless terms - but leave you to decide 

CONNECT SYSTEMS 

MONEY MANAGER PCW 

GREAT VALUEI £28.25 

This is the very latest version from the 
Connect stables • a top sailer! 

D.R.S. - Total Accountins £68.00 

Please contact us for details 
Meridian Stockmarket £55.00 



CORNIX SOFTWARE RANGE 



Comix software is amongst the best of some 
very good British software so If you are 
looking for easy to use but very effective 
products you need look no further - go on 
treat yoursell to some quality software! 



Simple Accounts II - PCW £46.00 

Invoicing - PCW £36.90 

Job Estimating v2 - PCW £48.50 

Product Costing v2 - PCW £48.50 



MICRO SIMPLEX 

MICRO SIMPLEX A/Cs & VAT MADE SIMPLE 
Whatever your business this pack saves 
you time & effort by simply preparing, 
your day to day accounts and quarterly 
VAT returns. 

Particularly suited to shop-keepers as will 
cope with Retailers VAT schemes A, B C 
D, E, F, G, H&J & Pharmacy Scheme B. Also 
suited to any small business used to 
keeping its books weekly £99.00 

MICRO SIMPLEX PUB STOCK £99.00 

Most stock controls work on a decimal 
basis - but bottles come in crates!!! 



COMPACT ACCOUNTS 

We use Compact for our own accounts 
system. The best there is on the PCW! 

COMPACT ACCOUNTS £148.00 

Sales/Purchase/Nominal Ledgers plus 
Invoicing/Report Writer S Interfacer 

COMPACT ACCOUNTS PLUS £178.00 

As above plus Stock Control & Sales Order 

Processing. 

COMPACT COMPLETE 

ACCOUNTS £258.00 

This new bundle provides everything you 
need to run a business including Payroll. 

FULL DETAILS AVAILABLE. ' 
FULL RANGE OF STATIONERY AVAILABLE 



SAGE ACCOUNTS 

Popular Accounts £54.00 

Popular Accounts Plus £85.00 

Popular Invoicing £40.00 

Popular Payroll £40.00 

CAVALIER SOFTWARE 

Simple Invoicing £30.39 

Instock £65.00 

Intact £65.00 

Inbusiness (integrated) £130.00 

Diner Restaurant/Take Away A/C's £52.13 

Homeview: Estate Agents - Prog. £169.95 
Newsboy: Newspaper Del. - Prog. £52.13 
Re-Chord: Music Library- Prog £26.04 

CAMSOFT ACCOUNTS 

PSIL - Integrated. Stock/lnv./Sales/ 

Purch/Nom £149.00 

PSPN - Int. Sales/Purch./Nom £89.00 

PPAY - Payroll £45.00 

MAP ACCOUNTS 

Integrated Accounts £89.80 

Other Map ledgers mostly at £39.00 

DIGITA 

Business Controller £44.00 

Personal Tax Planner £20.00 



DESKTOP PUBLISHING — DESIGN - GRAPHICS 



MICRO DESIGN II - A revolution in desktop publishing on the Amstrad PCW! £33.00 



RUNS ON the PCW8256/8512/9512 (the PCW9512 needs a dot matrix printer to print). 
"The manual is comprehensive, immensely friendly, and will lead you where you want to go.' 
(New Computer Express) - and it's 150 pages long. IMPORT FILES FROM: Locoscript 2, 
Ptotext, Wordstar, Masterscan, Stop Press and other PCW software. 
• - TEXT EDITING : TYPESETTING : FONT DESIGN : GRAPHICS : DIAGRAMS : LOGOS ' ' 
'The Rolls Royce o' PCW desktop publishing' (Amstrad PCW Magazine). 



NEW FROM THE PRODUCERS OF MICROOESIGN II - PROSCAN - A HAND HELD SCANNER FOR THE PCWII 



ProScan - from CREATIVE TECHNOLOGY. A brilliant new triumph from the makers of Micro 
Design II. -Excellent quality. Easy to use, Cheap.' 8000 Plus Magazines verdict - scoring 20 
out of a possible 20!!! First CREATIVE TECHNOLOGY brought you the software S now the 
hardware to turn your PCW Into a serious dtp machine. 
THIS NEW SCANNER IS SO GOOD THAT YOU MUST SEND FOR DETAILS £156.45 



Mlcrodesign II * Kempslon Mouse & Interlace (Includes Jeeves & Daatafax) £84.00 

Microdeslgn II t Logitech/AMX Mouse S Interface (with through port) £68.00 

Stop Press ♦ Mouse & Interlace £60.70 Logitech/AMX Mouse * Interface £42.50 

Stop Press - Software Only £28.50 Kempslon Mouse . Interface £54.00 

Desktop Publisher & Mouse £51.99 

Master Scan _ £15.45 



Master Pack (scan and paint) £48.50 

Master Scan not for professional use. 



PCW DRAW - at last a professional drafting 
program for the PCW! £33.00 



INTEGRATED PCW 
SOFTWARE PACKS 



MINI OFFICE PRO-Suits all PCWs £25.87 



DIGITA SYSTEM 3 
(NEW OUT!) £29.80 



Consists of 3 modules: 

STOCK CONTROL 

INVOICING/SALES LEDGER 

CASHFLOW CONTROLLER 

Not a lull accounts pack but rather a suite of 

'tools', any of which may be Implemented 

easily Into a manual system providing: 

• INSTANT MANAGEMENT ACCOUNTS 

' PROFESSIONAL INVOICES, STATEMENTS 
■ EFFECTIVE STOCK CONTROL 

• VAT. REPORTS 



TRAINING 



The old 80/20 rule slates that: 

"80% of computer users use only 20% of their 

computers capability!" Now is your chance to 

break the mould!!! 



REELTIME 

Top quality training course on disc with 
Instructor on audio tape 

RT-LocoScrlpt II - PCW9512 £29.90 

RT-LocoScrlpt - PCW8256/8512 £29.90 

RT-LocoScript II - PCW8256/8512 £29.90 

RT-CP/M-use your computer! £29.90 

RT-SuperCalc II £29.90 

RT-dBasell „ £29.90 

DESIGNED ESPECIALLY TO HELP NEW USERS 



HiSoft Software 



HiSoft Pascal80 £33.85 

Extremely fast with GSX graphics. 

HiSoft C £33.85 

Very popular integer C compiler 

HiSoft Devpac80 £33.85 

Version 2. Very compact. 

FTL Modula-2 £36.80 

Complete Modula-2 development-fast 

FTL Editor Toolkit £29.00 

Complete Modula-2 source to editor 

FTLAPK £29.00 

Contains an enhanced linker, overlay 
manager and reduntant code remover. 

Nevada COBOL £33.85 

Close to ANSI-74 COBOL. 

HiSoft FORTH £1735 

Easy to use FORTH - very fast 

Knife Plus £17.35 

The complete disc recovery system with 

sector copier and build-file option. 

Essential utility for PCW. 



ARNOR CP/M LANGUAGES 



MAXAMII £39.00 

Complete POM machine code 
development system. 

■C' £27.21 

Complete C development system 

BCPL £19.90 

Flexible, fast, general purpose 
programming language 



AMSTRAD PCW9512 
AUTOMATIC SHEET-FEEDER 



Complete with necessary software.P.OA 



WE SUPPLY EXACTLY WHAT YOU ORDER 

- PLEASE MAKE SURE THAT WHAT YOU 

ARE ORDERING IS GOING TO BE RIGHT 

FOR YOUI SORRY WE DO NOT SELL 

ON APPROVAL!!! 



INTRASET SOFTWARE 
RANGE FOR THE PCW 



COURSEMASTER £1 7.35 

the computer horseradng aid program 

POOLSMASTER £17.35 

the complete football pools predictor 

PERM-MASTER £15.61 

for BLOCK PERMS & SINGLE LINE PLANS 

E PROFIT FROM YOUR MICRO £9.80 

use it to make extra income! 

THE GRAPHOLOGIST £43.43 

analyse yours or others handwriting 

CASHMASTER £26.04 

master your own finances - easy to use. 
SPECIAL OFFERS: 

POOLSMASTER . PERM-MASTER ...£32.13 

POOLS. PERM + COURSEMASTER .,£43.43 

Full details are available Irom us. 



PLEASE NOTE THIS ADVERT 

CONSTITUTES JUST A TINY PART OF OUR 

RANGE OF PRODUCTS (see 'Not Only But 

Also' ).WE NOW HAVE A FULL COLOUR 

CATALOGUE LISTING THOUSANDS OF 

LINES OF OFFICE EQUIPMENT & OFFICE 

SUPPLIES (useful in the home tool]. FOR A 

COPY OF THIS 576 PAGE CATALOGUE 

PLEASE SEND £4.35 (£5.00 Inc) - and get a 

£5.00 voucher against ANY product we 

currently sell 



EDUCATIONAL SOFTWARE 



IANSYST 

Crash Course in Typing £15.60 

Two Fingers To Touch Typing £15.60 

KOSMOS LANGUAGE TUTORS 
French, German, Spanish & Italian - very 

flexible courses - each just £13.75 

APEX BUSINESS LANGUAGE TUTORS 
Business French/German/Spanish tutors 

each course just £29.00 

D.G.C. EDUCATIONAL SOFTWARE 

Junior Playtime 4-8 years £12.90 

Crossgrid (crossword puzzles) £12.90 

Schools Out (5 games) £12.90 

Ultimate Quiz £12.90 

Sums £12.90 

Contact us for details of this range. 

LCL - IF YOU WISH TO STUDY SERIOUSLY 

LCL Micro Maths 8yrs to adult £19.90 

LCL: Micro English 8 to adult £19.90 

SCHOOL SOFTWARE 

8etter Spelling - age 8 to adult £12.90 

Magic Maths - age 4-8 years £12.90 

Maths Mania - age 8-12 years £12.90 

Better Maths - age 12-16years £12.90 

Physics, Chemistry or Biology 

age 12-16 years i EACH AT £16.00 



EDUCATIONAL & FUN! 



BOURNE EDUCATIONAL SOFTWARE 

Animal, Mineral, Vegetable £11.99 

World Wise £11.99 

Two excellent packs for ages 3 - 99 years! 
TOPOLOGIKA 

Giantkiller (maths adv. 9-16 yrs) £12.85 

Yes Chancellorl (UK Economy sim)..£12.85 



PCW LEISURE 



— GET RICH QUICK - PERHAPS? — 

Pro-Punter (Racing Bet Aid) £39.00 

Pro-Pools (Forecasting Aid) £34.60 



Although designed as forecasting aids we 

cannot guarantee results with the above or 

with the Intraset range!!! 



••• ADVENTURE GAMES — 

Corruption $ £16.00 

Scapeghost!!! £1250 

Lancelot - 3 Adventures in 1 £13.20 

Jinxter £16.00 

• The Professional Adventure Writer • 

' Write your own adventures ■ £18.00 

Mindfighter £15.00 

Time and Magik - 3 games in 1 £9.90 

••• TOPOLOGIKA ADVENTURES — 

Acheton £12.80 

Avon/Murdac £15.20 

Countdown to Doom £12.80 

Kingdom of Hamil £12.80 

Philosophers Quest £12.80 

Return to Doom £12,80 

"• SIMULATIONS — 

Tank Attack - NEW PROGRAM £14.80 

Heathrow Traffic Control + S.B.. ..$... £11.20 
Tomahawk - Helicopter simulation. £12.80 

Graham Gooches Test Cricket S ..£12.80 

Headcoach - Amencan Football £12.00 

World of Soccer £12.00 

•" ACTION •" 

PCW Challenge (4 games) £10.40 

Brian Cloughs Football Fortunes £9.90 

Classic Collection I $ £12.20 

Classic Collection II J £12.20 

•" TABLE GAMES «• 

Bridge Player Galactica P.OA 

Home Entertainment Centre £12.10 

Colossus IV Bridge £11.80 

Clock Chess 89 -very powerful £13.00 

Colossus IV Chess £13.50 

Trivial Pursuit £13.00 

Steve Davis Snooker £10.80 

Classic Games 4 (4 Board Games). ..£12.80 
GAMES SHOWING $ NOT FOR USE ON PCW951! 



CALLERS WELCOME BUT STRICTLY BY APPOINTMENT PLEASE. 

II you sec anything we sell being sulci c hi-.ipi.-r elsewhere phone us before you buy Open 9nm lo 5pm. MONDAY TO FRIDAY. 

Postage is FREE on orders over £10.00 net. If less than this please 

add £2.00 lo cover postage. YOILMUST ADD_VAT No export orders. 

Prices B1M descriptions subject lo change without notice (trading conditions available upon request). All trademarks aek. 

WEST OF BRITAIN BUSINESS SERVICES DEPT 8/12 

CAPEL TOBI, FFAIRFACH, LLANDEILO. DYFED. SA19 6PR 

TEL: (0558) 823782 - SALES & 24 HOUR CREDIT CARD ORDERING 

OR PIACE YOUR CREDIT CARD ORDER BY FAX (0558) H23923 9.im- 10pm Mon-Fn. 
GOVf. DEITs / LOCAL & EDUCATIONAL AUTHORITY CREDIT ORDERS ADD 3", TO CASH PRICE 



"Simpell Solutions" 

Dept. 8 Box 121 Cresham Rd\, Staines, Mx. 
TW1 8 2AJ. England. 




USf ANY SINGLE-SHEET STATIONERY! 

MARGIN MAKER MM3i 

PLACES PAPER PRECISELY for TOP QUALITY RESULTS! 
Save Paper & Time! Quick & Accurate! No Guessing, Fiddling, Skewing! 
For PCW 8256/8512. Use lOOgms paper, letterheads, forms, etc. Easy to 
fit, adjust, use. GREAT GIFT; Treat yourself! MM3i Only£14.95 

X S (0784) 452677 S 

Office Hours & Amwerphone Service, lusl leave your Name * Number. We call youl 

"MaxaFlt" Professional model, stunning performance! For 9512 
and 85% of all impact printers. Phone for fit details £35.50 

"Invaluable aid!" "Maxafil is of the highest quality." "Extremely delighted!" -Very accu- 
rate, an excellent accessory!" "Immediately impressed!" "A real boon! Treat yourself! 

"Simpell SOFTWARE Solutions" 
Money Manager (all PCW's) Powerful Accounting. Easy to Use! £39.95 
Micro Design 2 (all PCW's) Easy, Top Quality DTP. Unbeatable! £42.50 

Prices Incl. VAT & D+p. Phone for further Product Details. 



PCW SUPPLIES 



PRINTER RIBBONS 



MULTISTRIKE 
Ml 12* 



NYLON 
Ml 12« 



PCW8256/8512 
PCW9512 



£3.10 £2.75 £2.60 £2.35 
£2.20 £1.99 £2.20 £1.99 



PCW 9512 PRINT WHEELS £5.25 EACH 

COURIER 10, PRESTIGE PICA 10, RECTOR 10. ORATOR 10 

MINI GOTHIC 15, LETTER GOTHIC 10/12. PRESTIGE ELITE 12 

SCRIPT 12. THESIS 

3" MAXELL CF2 DISKS £1.79 EACH 

CLEANING PRODUCTS 

PCW 8256/851 2 CLEANING RIBBON £5.00 

PCW9512 CLEANING RIBBON £4.50 

CLEANHEAD 3" CLEANING DISK £5.00 

PROFESSIONAL ACOUSTIC HOODS 
UP TO 95% NOISE REDUCTION 

PCW9512 WITHOUT CUT SHEET FEED £85 
PCW9512 WITH CUT SHEET FEED £109 

FREE CARRIAGE - JUST ADD VAT @ 15% 

iNOVATECHl 



UNIT 7, THE ADMIRAL PARK, 
AIRPORT SERVICE ROAD. 
PORTSMOUTH, P03 5RQ 



PAYMENT BY CHEQUE PO 
ACCESS OR VISA 

(0705)664144 






THE PCW-PC Disc Transfer Program 



pcw-2inl Version 2 is the ultimate Disc and File manager for the PCW. Automatically handling both 
PCW discs and those from an IBM-PC or compatible, you can use 2inVs windows and cursors to quickly 
and easily tag files, copy, rename or delete them on either type of disc. 2inl will also format or verity 
both PCW and IBM-PC discs! 

Even if you don't use PC discs, 2inl will still make life much 
easier. Move around Discs and Groups easily, marking any 
number of files for copying or deletion with a single key- 
stroke - so much easier and faster than LocoScript or CP/M 's 
PIP! 

pcw-2inl Version 2 runs on all PCW models, and even lets 
PCW95 12 users format and use PCW8256 CF2-type discs! 
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pcw-2inl costs just £29.95 

Alternatively, bin one of our 3.5" Disc Drives lor £99.95 
and get a cop) of 2inl FREE! (Drives fit PCW8256 and 



PCW9512. 



nnplete, with lull inslructtonsl 



Other Disc Utilities : 

pcw-ToolKit - Recover data and files from your damaged discs 
pcw-MFU - Use other CP/M formats, PC and BBC discs on the PCW 
Blank Discs : 

TEN High-Quality, Branded 3.5" discs in a FREE plastic library box 



£24.95 
£49.95 

£ 9.95 



Please write or phone for further details and our full catalogue of PCW Software and Disc Drives. 
All prices shown include V.A.T. and deliver)' wiihin the U.K. Foreign enquiries welcome. E&.OE 



computing 

Strathclyde Business Centre 

Clyde Street 

CLYDEBANK G81 1PF 

Tel. 041-941-3120 



Print Works 

Liz Bruce answers all those quirky queries on printing in LocoScript 
and answers the $64,000 question - what to ask Santa for 



Loco Tips 



Q Recently I tried to print a document 
originally set up for A4 on AS paper. 
Although I'm sure I set the printer 
properly I kept getting a message 
telling me the current paper was dif- 
ferent from the intended. I selected 
'Use current paper' but it just 
wouldn't come out right at all. 

A Because Locoscript is such a flexible 
and powerful program, confusion can 
arise between the different options 
offered. Yes. the printer's paper menu 
offers a selection of paper types the 
printer can handle (see picture one) but 
this does not affect the document you 
have set up in any way. 

The reason is that the printer menu 
allows you to print out a document on a 
paper different from the type you have 
set up for the document itself. This 
gives you complete flexibility and 
allows you. for instance, to print the 
draft version of a document on the 
cheap 1 1 inch stationary although the 
final version will be printed on A4. 

It all gets really confusing because 
the menu setting up the paper the docu- 
ment is intended for. is almost identical 
to the printer's paper type menu. (See 
picture two) However, the document 
paper type is found by going into the 
document set up |f I ), selecting paper 
[f5]. then paper type and ticking the 
option you want. The printer's paper 
menu can only be accessed when you 
are in printer mode, either by pressing 
[PTR] at any lime or by pulling the bail- 
bar back when you load the printer, then 



the margins are not. If you do not set 
the margins correctly you will find the 
printer will simply ignore the ends of 
any lines which do not fit on to the 
paper you've set up - see next question. 

Q Help! My printer is refusing to print 
the ends of the lines of some of my 
articles. My dealer says there is noth- 
ing wrong with the printer and cer- 
tainly it does work some of the time. 
But what is wrong if it's not the printer 
itself? 

A This is again due to Locoscript 's 
flexibility. You are not tied to any fixed 
size of margin, e.g. an inch at either 
side. You may set any size you like. 
However, as I've already mentioned, if 
you set your margins too far apart for 
the width of the paper you have chosen, 
you will lose the ends of the lines when 
you print, as the printer knows they will 
not fit and simply ignores them. 

Your dealer is absolutely correct. 
There is nothing wrong with your 
printer if this happens, though it is a 
common cause of great alarm and 
despondency and call out service 
charges for supposedly faulty hardware. 
When you come to set your margins in 
the layout, do remember that you are 
setting them in characters, not inches 
(this is another common cause of the 
ends of lines not being printed). 

A margin set at 10 in Scale pitch 10 
is one inch. But the same margin set- 
ting, if the scale pitch is 1 5. is only 
I0/I5thsofaninch. 
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Picture one - Spot the difference • the printer's paper type menu. 



selecting the |0| paper option. 

Further confusion arises, particularly 
when you want to go to a smaller paper 
type, such as A5, because although the 
number of lines allowed on a page, as 
you work on the screen, is the one fixed 
and correct for the paper type chosen. 



Do remember you are setting your 
margins (and tabs) in the scale pitch, 
not the pitch you have selected for the 
main pitch of your document and these 
could well be different. 

I know this sounds complicated but 
it's fairly obvious once it's been 



explained and it a small price to pay for 
the versatility of the system. 

Q When I re-load my printer (PCW 
9512) with a different type of paper, so 
that the printer sign is flashing, then 
select the new paper type on the paper 
menu, the printer won't work but gives 
the message "Waiting for paper". I 
have to pull the bail-bar forward again 
then rewind the paper to the begin- 
ning. Why? 

A "Why" is because of the way the pro- 
gram controls the 95 1 2 printer, the 8000 
series behave differently. Why. I'm not 
sure but I can tell you how to avoid it. 

The 95 1 2 printer assumes that if you 
select a new paper type, you haven't yet 
loaded it. so it clears itself and waits to 
be re-loaded. Instead select the new 
paper type first, then load the paper and 
you'll have no more problems. 

If you forget and load it first, don't 
worry. Just do what you have been 
doing, i.e. pull the bail-bar back, let the 
paper wind up then re-adjust it to the 
beginning. 

Q Recently I was printing out a thesis 
which had notes at the bottom of each 
page. These were put in as footers and 
were in pitch 17 and subscript. The 
first page printed fine but the subse- 
quent pages were all in subscript as 
was everything I tried to print after 
that, even thought they had no sub- 
script commands in them. Resetting 
the printer had no effect and in the 
end I switched off and re-loaded the 
machine. The same problem repeated. 
Although everything printed normally 
until 1 tried to print the thesis, as soon 
as the first page was printed the printer 
stuck in subscript. Is there something 
wrong with my printer (PCW 8256)? 

A No. This is. in fact, due to a bug in 
the Locoscript program and. to be fair. 
is the only one I've found. If you look 
at your footer with the word processing 
codes on the screen (|f8] and tick 
Codes), you'll find that you have a 
(+SuB) command at the beginning of 
your footer text, but no (-SuB) com- 
mand at the end. 

You probably didn't bother to put in 
the (-SuB) command because you were 
at the end of the footer anyway and nor- 
mally that wouldn't matter as the printer 
would realise that and return to the main 
pitch choice at the beginning of the next 
page it printed. However, for some rea- 
son, once the printer starts to print in 




Illuminating 
illustrations 

If you still have a 
question or two on 
LocoScript, why not 
check out our review 
of Susan's Rogers' 
Illustrated 
LocoScript on 
page 32. 
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Loco Tips 






subscript, it continues to do so until it 
receives a (-SuB) command. This is so 
even if you try to print another docu- 
ment entirely, which contains no subtext 
commands at all and even if you reset 
the printer. 

The answer is simple. Make sure 
that whenever you use a (+SuB) com- 
mand you put in a corresponding (-SuB) 
command at the end of the text you 
want printed in subscript and you'll 
have no further problems. 

As a general rule, it is good practice 
to do this anyway. If you have been 
using word processing effects it is a 
good idea to switch on the codes on the 







Picture two - the almost identical menu to set up the paper intended 
for the document. 



Ask Away 

Still harbouring a 
few choice posers on 
the subject of 
LocoScript? Why 
not send them in to 
LocoScript Surgery, 
8000 Plus, 
Monmouth Street, 
Bath BA1 2BW. 
All the names are 
changed to protect 
the readers' inno- 
cence, so don't worry 
about looking silly. 
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screen and check that there is a minus 
command for every plus command 
before you print out. It is too easy, and 
very frustrating, to print out a document 
and find that half way through it all 
turns into italics instead of just one 
word or phrase. 

Q We bought a PCW 8512 recently to 
use in our small business. We've 
found it wonderful for doing letters 
etc. but we're having terrible trouble 
printing out our invoices on out pre- 
printed forms. We can't get the Invoice 
number or Date high enough nor can 
we get the final totals and VAT low 
enough. Can you help? 

A Unfortunately, pre-printed forms and 
word processors do not always work 
together happily. The PCW printers 
work at six lines to the inch but there is 
no guarantee that a pre-printed form has 
been printed to match. Thai's probably 
why you can't get things to match up. 
There is no easy solution. Fiddling 
with the line pitch can cause even more 
problems. You can try it but do not use 
your Start of Day Disc, so if it all goes 
wrong the printer will return to normal 
when you restart you PCW. 

You could try setting up the right 
number of returns in a template, using a 
line space of 0.5. where necessary, to 
make things fit rather than a fixed line 
spacing. 

Sometimes these forms are so 
difficult the only solution is to use 
Direct Printing. But although this is OK 
if you have a 9512. it's not easy with a 
SOCK) series printer as it is all but impos- 
sible to position the paper accurately for 
the print head. 

You could just throw the whole lot 
out (but for re-cycling please) and use 
the machine to print your invoices, 
putting the relevant address. VAT num- 



ber, tabs for descriptions and prices etc. 
in the template but this is not always an 
option. 

If you can't do that, soldier on as 
best you can but make very sure that 
no-one re-orders the same forms. When 
you begin to run low. contact your 
printer and explain the problem and 
have the form re-designed to match 
your PCW. 

The other problem - not being able 
to get the date high enough to match the 
form - is pretty well insolvable. I'm 
afraid. It's happening because when the 
printer knows it is using single sheet 
paper it takes off six lines at the top and 
three at the bottom and does not allow 
you to type on those. It does this 
because the printer cannot reliably hold 
the paper tight enough at the beginning 
and end and if you put text on those 
lines it might not print out straight. 

If you're desperate, you could try 
setting up a new paper type for your 
invoices which decreases the top gap. 
Then try keeping a finger on the paper 
as it prints the top line. 

When you order new forms, con- 
sider having them made with a tractor 
feed for continuous use. This lets you 
use the very top and bottom of each 
form and means you can print all your 
invoices out in a batch. 

Sorry I can't be more encouraging It 
is a situation I come across frequently 
and it's extremely annoying. I just hope 
you don't have too large a stock of the 
current forms to plough through. 
Q I have several lists of names and 



addresses set up for printing and 
labels. I want to produce lists of these 
but when I tried to print them on A4 
paper I only got one address on each 
page. I eventually realised that this 
was because each address ends with an 
"END PAGE HERE"mark and made 
a copy of one of the lists then took out 
all those signs and managed to get a 
list that way, but surely there's an eas- 



A Yes. All you need to do is fool the 
printer. Normally it is sensible to be 
truthful with the printer and always tell 
it what type of paper has been loaded. 
However, there is no reason why you 
must always do this. 

To print out a list of your labels, all 
you need to do is load the printer with 
the paper you want to print on (it works 
best if you use continuous paper such as 
continuous A4) and select 'Labels' on 
the paper type menu for the printer. 

As far as the printer is concerned it 
is then printing out on labels and it 
won't notice that the paper passing 
through it isn't really labels at all. 

This technique can be used to print 
out other small items. If you wanted to 
print tickets which were only eight lines 
long, you could set up the paper type as 
continuous stationary 10 lines long, 
select that for the printer but actually 
load continuous A4. for instance. 

If you added a footer with a page 
number in it. you can even number the 
tickets. • 



DEAR SANTA... 



Mere's a quick summary of gadgets and 
add-ons I've personally tried and rec- 
ommend. 

1) The first one is obvious. If you're 
still using Locoscript 1 (the program 
which comes packaged with a PCW 
8256 or 8512) ask Santa for a copy of 
Locoscript 2. It makes a huge differ- 
ence and the manual is a relief after 
the Loco 1 obscurity. 

2) If you work with a lot of information, 
such as names and addresses, you'll 
find L0C0FILE makes the data much 
easier to handle than trying to keep it 
in word processing form. 

3) LOCOSPELL is invaluable, whether 
you're spelling is good or not. It picks 
up those horrible errors caused by 
finger trouble' - where you've put in an 
extra letter or transposed two charac- 
ters. The first time I used it I checked 
an article I'd written and sent off some 
time before - checked to the best of 
my ability. I found 16 mistakes. 

4) Computers are vulnerable to dust, 
particularly as they build up a static 
charge. The keyboard will not work 
properly if it is allowed to get too dirty, 
so ask for a set of covers. Mention that 
you'd prefer the transparent ones, as 



the opaque ones seem to cause prob- 
lems to new users. There's something 
about this machine lurking in a corner 
in it's grey covers that seems to intimi- 
date people... 

5) One of the most useful 'gadgets' I've 
come across is the TEMPMATE 
(Thurston Techniques). It consists of a 
backing sheet and an acetate sheet 
marked in line pitch and characters per 
inch. To set up a template for either 
blank paper or a form, you slip your 
sheet under the acetate and read off 
exactly where to set margins, tabs etc. 
Wonderful. 

6) For a little fun, ask for a selection 
of coloured ribbons and paper. A sepia 
or brown ribbon used with cream or 
parchment paper Is extremely attrac- 
tive. A wide range of coloured ribbons 
is available and you can get continuous 
A4 paper in cream, grey and blue. 
(SBS) 

7) If Santa's feeling generous and you 
have an 8256, why not ask for a mem- 
ory upgrade or Ram pack to increase 
the memory, especially if you're begin- 
ning to run short or would like to run 
some of the add ons such as Locospell. 
If he's really in a good mood you could 
ask for a second disc drive as well... 



PCW-PC FLOPPY 
DISK DRIVE KIT 

Following the release of LocoScript PC, 

Amstrad PCW users wishing to upgrade to a 

PC or compatible are asking 

Can I transfer my existing data from my 

PCW computer to my new PC compatible? 

THE ANSWER IS YES! 

TIMATIC SYSTEMS offer a unique kit which will 
allow you to connect a standard Amstrad FD4 second 
720K disk drive to your PC or compatible and allow 
transfer of data from the full range of Amstrad CP/M- 
LocoScript machines. The simple to use kit allows 
you to connect the drive (as if it were a Standard 
external floppy disk) to most machines that have a 
normal PC type floppy controller and suitable cables. 

Software is provided with all versions of the kit to 
allow AUTOMATIC DETECTION of which Amstrad 
disk format you are . eading, making the kit very 
simple to use. The kit will allow you to READ and 
WRITE files from both CP/M and Locoscript. 



Timatic Systems Ltd., 7 Palmerston 
Business Park, Newgate Lane, Fareham, 
Hampshire, P014 II).). p^ 



WS4 



Telephone (0329) 239953 - 236727 
Fax (0329) 23705 1 for Sales and MasterCard/Visa Orders 



TOO BUSY TO BACK UP? 



We all know thai we should keep backup copies of our disks but we rarely do. Copying 
disks with LocoScript 2 or DISCKTT takes a long time and usually involves many disk 
swops and it is easy to make mistakes; copying files individually is a chore. 

Written especially to reduce the time taken to an absolute minimum, BACKUP will 
automatically back up your disks either by copying only changed files or by copying 
selected tracks, whichever is quickest. BACKUP runs as a self-booting "End of Day" disk 
with friendly LocoScript-Iike menus and it requires no knowledge of CP/M. It is 
primarily aimed at LocoScript 2 and CP/M users, but those with only LocoScript 1 will 
gain some advantage. BACKUP costs only £19.95. 

Used regularly BACKUP will allow you to back up your disks in seconds, in your choice 
of 2 or 3 generation sets. 

As well as helping yourself you will also be aiding the charity BACUP to help 
people live with cancer. 



To: BACKUP DISK (8000), British Association of Cancer United Patients'* 
121-3 Charterhouse Street, London. EC1M 6AA. 

Please indicate which PCW you use and number of copies required. 
Price includes postage. 



ITEM 


NUMBER 
REQUIRED 


COST 

£19.95 each 


BACKUP program and manual 






PCW TYPE 
8256/8512/9512 


TOTAL 





I enclose cheque/PO No 

Payable to BACUP Trading Company Value £ . 

Please debit my Access/ Visa Card (delete where not applicable) 

Card No Expiry date Signature 

Name 

Address 

Postcode 

Telephone No 

BLOCK LETTERS PLEASE I trading company ltd 

i Telephone orders : 071-608-1785 Fax orders: 071-253-0123 





///// ///// 



' Come and see us at . 

' the Computer Shopper' 

Show at the Exhibition 

Complex, Dec 6th-9th 

Stand 23/25 



SketchPad II 

New Improved Version 

Design and print your own pictures, 
letterheadings, etc., with this easy to /^1/\ 

use graphics program. t/vR 

Now compatible with AMX Mouse for easier " " ' 
freehand drawing. Also import pages of music from the 
Composer's Pen II. Symbol designing, zoom edit, plus many 
more features. N I 




MusicPad 

The Ideal Musician's Notepad 




• Prints up to 4 staves 

• Any key signature 

1 Any time signature 



1 Prints song words 
1 Easy transposition 
1 Simple, clear instructions 



i A must for musicians of all ages. 



Send for details & 

sample printouts 

or ask at your local 

music/computer shop 



Composit Software Dept 812, 

FREEPOST 

10 Leasowe Green, Lishtmoor, 

Telford, Shropshire TF4 3BR 



The Composer's Pen II 

Also available on IBM PC compatibles, ring for derails, 
"The ability of the program to handle even 
the most complex musical layouts is 
staggering. . . Unreservedly recommended. " 
New Computer Express. 




Senpr * viv» 



X ( n o vivo 




Features include: - 

• Up to 99 staves 

• Up to 20 note chords 

• 9 octave pitch range 

• Any number - tuplets 

• Seven clefs 

• Transposition 



Comprehensive beaming and flagging 
Full control of note and stave spacing 
Text and standard music symbols 
'Cut and paste' music 
Print the score and the parts 
Clear manual written by a musician 



Order now! Telephone hotline Cheques payable to Composit Software 



0952 595436 f^ 




Advantage graph 

Rob Ainsley casts a critical eye over two of Advantage's public domain 
discs: Logo Logic and Fun With Graphics 



Hang it 



No idea what this word was. Too 
clever (or me. 



A simple version of the chil- 
dren's game 'Hangman'. The 
words seem reasonably well cho- 
sen and should be suitable for 
children and closet children of 
sevenish upwards (assuming they 
haven't already written a better 
version themselves in assembler). 



Able label 



.LABEL is a Logo routine that 
lets you print out disc labels, sur- 
prisingly enough. You input a 
title for a disc and a chunk of 
text for each side (up to four 
lines each consisting of a maxi- 
mum of 20 characters). 
It then prints out a label 



which you can cut and paste 
straight on to your discs. Watch 
out though. It can only handle 
lower case letters and numbers 
(abc. not ABC), and nothing 
else: no £, $. dashes, brackets or 
anything like that. Keep it sim- 
ple and you'll be all right. 



Flying colours 



AIRLINER is a simple game and 
the showpiece of the programs 
on the Logo disc. You're given a 
map of Europe and a list of air- 
ports. You use the cursors to pilot 
your plane to the airport arrowed 
in the list and [ENTER] to land. 
Towns are marked only with a 
dot. not a name, so it teaches you 
a bit of geography as well as 
being fun for the kids. 




Fly around the world with Airliner. 

For some reason Dublin Airport 
appears to have been hi-jacked and 

moved north to Belfast though 





U.F.O. 

A rather boring game that asks 
you to guess the bearing and 
range of UFOs. (looking remark- 
ably like dots) on the screen. 
And. er, that's about it. 



Music micro please 




Simple music staves can be printed 

out in Logo using [EXTRA] [PTR] 

- but no bar lines. 



MUSIC is a nice illustration of 
how Logo can do something that's 
almost useful. It lets you print out 
up to four staves of simple music, 
although the illustration shows its 
limitations. 

No bar lines, deleting or edit- 
ing. Nothing remotely compli- 
cated like beamed notes or mark- 
ings. Possibly useful for children 
learning music. 



Anagrams mage 




Scramble! The answer is countryside 
- but would the Bard really have 
hadaPCW? 
A simple anagrams game that 
prompts you to guess what the 
scrambled word is. You can ask 
for the position of certain letters to 
be shown. 

Your score is displayed in two 
formats: graphic and numerical 
format (to a very silly number of 
decimal places). Some are tricky 
making it hard for younger users. 



Window 
cleaner 

The notes on the Fun disc 
refer to mysterious files called 
WINDOW.DOC and/or WIN- 
DOW.COM which are not on 
the disc. 

However, a lot of drawing 
utilities are included - for 
making circles, boxes, trian- 
gles and lines - which are not 
referred to in the notes. 

If you write programs in 
C or Pascal and would like 
these functions, the disc is 
worth nosing around. If not, 
leave it alone. It's simply too 
confusing unless you already 
have an idea what you're 
doing. 



Fun with logic 

The Fun With Graphics disc should, perhaps." be classed with other 
famous misnomers such as the Department of Employment and the 
Ministry of Defence. 

It's a collection of potentially interesting, but often frustrat- 
ing, programs. There's an evolution simulator that doesn't work and a 
simple drawing program that's fun to use. There's also a bewildering set 
of things which should be there, that aren't and things which shouldn't 
be there, that are. 

Logo Logic is a collection of simple programs in Logo - a 
programming language you get free with your PCW, and which is 
almost worth every penny. The collection can be fun to use and shows 
some of the potential of the language. To get the Logo programs to 
work, here is the procedure to follow. 

Making a Logo disc. Run up CP/M and at the A> prompt 
type PIP [RETURN]. Now type M:=A:J*.* [RETURN] followed by 



Hello, I'm Morph 



Sp^ffl^^ 



WSJ.'!!!?.! 



A-Ll, tuitlQI -ftnftM n-r 




An experiment in evolution that proves, beyond 

reasonable doubt, that Man did not evolve from 

television aerials 



Morph lives under the 
impressive title of an 
evolution simulator. 
You start with a parent 
animal, a 'biomorph'. 
and breed 1 2 offspring 
from it. selecting the 
parent for the next gen- 
eration according to 
any criteria you like. 
Random genetic muta- 
tions ensure that subtle 
changes keep appear- 
ing and the animal 
"evolves' into weird 
and wonderful shapes. 
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Public Domain programs are programs written to be distributed free to 
all and sundry by good-natured programmers who simply want other 
people to enjoy the fruits of their labour. 

Fine. But there is no such thing in the universe as a free lunch and 
free software has snags. First, you pay a copying fee to the organisation 
that supplies the disc, though this is minimal and barely covers their 
costs. Second, as the program is written by an unpaid enthusiast it does 
does not come with instruction manuals or a technical support telephone 
number. Sometimes programs may simply not work. The pleasures and 
frustrations of public domain software are amply demonstrated by these 
two discs, each £5.95 from Advantage at 56 Bath Road. Cheltenham. 
Gloucs GL53 7HJ del. 0242 224340, fax 0242 226755). 



Public Domain 



Quick on the draw-2 



DRAW is another Logo pro- 
gram that basically quickens up 
the normal Logo procedure of 
moving the turtle and issuing 
commands to draw. 

With this youonly need to 
use the cursors with |+|P to put 
the pen down and |-|P to put it 
up. 

Pressing o or O lets you 
draw circles of varying sizes. 
You can alter the size with the 
I+]h or l-Jh keys but it is the 
actually the other way round to 
what you would logically 
expect - 1+| makes the circle 
smaller. 

Other commands let you 
fill areas and save and print 




Yes, Logo can help you draw 

masterpieces such as this. Now 

you know how the Georges 

Pompidou Centre in Paris was 

designed. 

your handiwork. It's great as a 
simple introduction to Logo's 
drawing commands. 



M:=A:SETKEYS.COM [RETURN |. If you have an 8512 or an 
8256. replace the disc in the A drive by side four of your systems 
discs. Type M:=A:KEYS.DRL |RETURN] followed by 
M:=A:LOGO.COM [RETURN]. Now replace the disc in the A 
drive by a blank, freshly formatted disc and type A:=M:*.* 
[RETURN]. 

Using the Logo programs. Switch on the PCW and at 
the A> type SETKEYS KEYS.DRL |RETURN| followed by 
LOGO (RETURN |. When the ? appears, replace the disc in the A 
drive by the Advantage disc (or a copy) and type LOAD "AIR- 
LINER or whatever the name of the program you're using is. To 
run the program, then type AIRLINER (RETURN) or whatever 
the name is. 

Important note: for all of these programs, you can only 
gel printouts if you have a 85 12 or 8256. CMORPH, PCWdraw. 
UDG and BIG are on the Fun With Graphics disc. The rest are on 
Logo Logic. 



The program, referred to by evolution theorist Richard 
Dawkins in his books and TV programs, is supposed to show how 
arbitrary selection criteria can lead to progressively complicated life 
forms that more and more closely fit those criteria. If an animal that 
looks like a leaf stands a good chance of survival, then leaf-like 
bugs can develop very quickly, purely through spontaneous genetic 
mutation. 

Unfortunately the program demonstrates nothing except that 
the programmer forgot to test for division by zero. This error dumps 
you out of the program after a few generations, just as things are 
beginning to get interesting, making the program very frustrating 
indeed. 

You wonder if the Almighty has run up against the same prob- 
lems with some celestial Mix C compiler: 2.000 million years of 
waiting and just as the lower primates are about to evolve into 
Homo habilis, all is scuppered by a Runtime Error 85, division by 
zero. "Genetic mutation My Foot! I suppose I'll have to do the lot 
myself in six days, as usual..." 



Quick on the PCW draw 



PCWdraw is a graphics 
program that can be use- 
ful for simple drawings - 
a pie chart or a circuit 
diagram. 

Getting going: 
Switch on your PCW 
and insert your CP/M 
disc. At the A> prompt 
press (ALT|P (the PCW 
beeps). Insert side 2 of 
your Advantage disc and 
put some paper in the 
printer. Type TYPE 
PCWDRAW.DOC. 
When it's finished press 
(ALT]P again to stop the printer 
echoing everything on screen. The 
printout tells you how to get 
PCWdraw to work. 

Once its's up and running, the 
upper pan of the screen is the 
drawing area. The dimensions are 
720 x 96 pixels (dots to you) with 
the top left being (0,0) and the bot- 
tom right (719.95). 

You have the following com- 
mands: 

2 (the one between the cursor 
keys, not the number 2) draws a 
line between the current cursor 
position and the last current posi- 
tion. The last current position is 
then updated to the current posi- 
tion. 

So to draw a line you'll nor- 
mally need to move to the required 
start point with C. then press m. 
Then move the end point and press 
2. To draw a polygon, move the 
cursor with the cursor keys and 
press 1 at each point. 
m updates the last recorded cursor 
position to the current cursor posi- 
tion. This is equivalent to 'lifting 
the pen' and starting again at the 
current position. 




This simple pie-chart was created and printed 
out in 30 seconds using PCWdraw 

cursor keys move the cursor one 
pixel 

(ALT) plus cursors move 8 pixels 
c updates the display 
C moves the cursor to a given 
position 

d all drawing is green-on-black 
e erases lines instead of 
drawing 

t toggle - drawing is green on 
black backgrounds and black on 
green 

x clears the drawing window 
p plots a point. 
b draws a rectangle 
B draws a filled rectangle 
o draws a circle for use with the 
'large' options of the print com- 
mand. 

O also draws a circle for the 
'small' option on the Print com- 
mand. 

f fills an area with one of four pat- 
terns 

w enters the text you type in next 
s saves a drawing to a file on disk 
(9k). 

r reads a file from disk 
P prints drawing: five styles avail- 
able 
q quits the program 






Better by design 
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fl 


Invert 




/ = 


flip up/down 




n 


speckle 




cut 


clear 




COPY 


fill 




CAM 


rotate left 




MI 


rotate up 









Redesigning the screen font with UDG.BAS. This is an attempt to make the S 

character into a Czechoslovakian r-hacek character (as used in Dvorak). Note 

how the basic screen letters have been changed using FENICE1. 

A basic program called UDG.BAS lets you redesign the shapes of the 
screen letters. You can save your finished character sets as a .COM file. 
So. if you save your Czech screen set as CZECH.COM, then you can 
switch to this set by typing CZECH [RETURNI in CP/M. Several sets 
provided - FENICE2, FENICEB or FATTY. With the Advantage disc in 
the drive, type FENICEB (RETURN] at the A> and see what happens. 
These won't affect the printed letters and won't work in LocoScript. 
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AUTUMN SALE 



CORPORATE 



EDUCATIONAL, CORPORATE, OR VOLUME PURCHASERS PLEASE (I 



PCW RANGE & ACCESSORIES 



SUMMER BUNDLES FREE WITH 

ALLAMSTRADPCW 

COMPUTER PURCHASES 

• Dustcover & spare ribbon 

• Five blank CF2 disks 

• On-site maintenance 

• Best selling word processor 



PCW ADD-ONS 

FD7 PCW External 5.25" Drive 



£115.0 



PCW 8256 - Single drive, 256k, dot primer 
PCW 851 2 - Dual drive, 51 2k, dot printer . 



_ £349.0 
_ £439.0 
PCW 951 2 - Single drive, 51 2k, darsywheel printer _ £459.0 

(FRtt Sheet feodc, with 9512 whilst stocks last) 



FD4 1Mb Drive (2nd Disk Drive (or the 8256/9512) _£99.00 

Amstrad RS232 Centronics Interlace £45.00 

PCW 8256/8512 Memory Upgrade £P.0.A. 

RSC PCW Printer/Power Extension 8256/8512 £1 1.00 

9512 Printer Extension £9.00 

3" DISK DRIVE HEAD CLEANER 
The Cleorhead £575 

NEW ASF9S12 SHEET FEEDER 

At last a quality sheet feeder for the Amstrad 951 2. A valuable 
additon to your 9512 printer, Includes modified software. 
RSC SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE £65.00 



DISKS 

Why lake chances with inferior disks, buy the best lor your 
PCW, use CF-2 disks only, fully guaranteed. 



Quantity Cost per box of 10 

£17.00 20 _ 

£16.00 40 



£16.50 
£15.00 



MARGIN MAKER 

A single sheet guide for the PCW 8256 S 851 2 . 




£7.50 



ALL PRICES EXCLUDE VAT 




RSC Limited, 75 Queens Road, Watford WD1 2QN. Fax: (0923) 37946 



AUTUMN SALE 



UK MAINLAND DELIVERY PRICES 


Same Ooy 


£P0A 


Next Day 


£10.00 


Normal Service 


£6.00 


Consumables 


£1.50 


Software 


£4.00 


Software (Next Day) 


£8.00 



FOR ASSISTANCE • NEW LOW PRICES • ALL PRICES EXCLUDE VAT 



PRINTER ACCESSORIES 



PRINTER PAPER 

80 Column listing paper pet box 

I l"x9.5" I Part Plain 60gsm 2,000 

1 l"x9.5" 1 Pari Plain 80gsm 2,000 

I l"x9.5" 2 Port NCR 1,000 

A4 1 Port Plain 70gsm 2,000 

A4 I Port Plain 90gsm 1,500 

1 32 Column listing paper per box 

1 1"xl4.5" 1 Port Plain 60gsm 2,000 

1 l"xl4.5" I Part M/Rule 60gsm 2,000 



PRINTER ACCESSORIES 



_ £12.00 
_£17.50 
J 20.00 
J17.50 

_ri7.oo 

£15.50 
£16.00 



AMSTRAD PCW PRINTER MAINTENANCE KIT 

For 8256/8512, removes dirt and ink deposits to moinloin 
maximum print quantity. RSC PRICE £14.0 



PCW RIBBONS (Min order 2's) 

QT2 

QT5 

QT 10 (or more) 

PCW Mullistrike Ribbons 

PCW Colour Ribbons (Blue/Brown/Red/Green) 
PCW 951 2 RIBBONS 
Mullistrike 

QT2 

QT5 



QUO (or more) 



Fabric 

0T2 

QT5 

0T 10 (or more) 

951 2 Colour Ribbons Blue/8rown/Red/Green 



.£4.00 each 
.£3.50 eoch 
. C3.00 each 

.£5.00 each 
£5.00 each 



.£3.35 each 
.£3.15 eoch 
.£3.00 each 

£2.25 each 
.£2.00 eoch 
.£1.75 each 

£5.00 each 



DUSTCOVERS 

PCW8256/8512 


£8.65 


PCW9512 


£8.65 


PRINTER STANDS 

WIRE PRINTER STAND 525A 
PRINTER SUPPORT YU-518 


£7.50 
£9.50 


PRINTER STAND 80 COL S25A 
PRINTER STAND 132 COL S25B 

LABELS 

1,0001 Across 


£25.00 
£29.00 

£6.00 


2,000 2 Across 


£8.65 



NEW RSC BUYERS GUIDE OUT NOW 
CALL FOR YOUR COPY 



SOFTWARE 



DESK-TOP PUBLISHING 

ProScan 


£145.00 


A handheld scanner which turns your PC into o serious desktop 
publishing tool. Comes complete with software and interface. 
Micro Design II £34 00 


Masterpack 


£48.00 


Moslerscon 


£40.00 


Stop Press 


£26.00 


Stop Press with AMX mouse 

GENERAL 

Mini Office Professional Plus 
Mini Office Professional 
Easy lobeller 


£60.00 

£25.00 
£20.00 
£18.00 


ACCOUNTS 

Soge Popular Accounts 


£52.00 


GAMES 





RSC TOP 10 GAMES 

Arnhem £13.00 Brian dough's F/boll_£9.0 

Bridge Player 2000 £12.00 Complete Home Enl _£13.0 

Clock Chess '89 £12.00 Steve Davis Snooker £10.0 

Tomahowk 



Time and Magic 



£9 




AT LAST A PROFESSIONAL KEYBOARD FOR THE PCW RANGE OF PCS. 

AT ENHANCED 102 KEY KEYBOARD WITH NUMERIC KEYPAD AND 

FUNCTION KEYS CALL FOR FURTHER DETAILS AND PRICE 



Soge Popular Accountant Plus 

Sage Populor Invoicing 

Sage Populor Payroll 

Stockmorkel 

Money Manager 



£80.00 

£38.00 

£38.00 

£24.00 

£22.00 

NEW Locolink file transfer utility, allows you to 

transfer files from your PCW to a PC £15.00 

DATABASES 

Soge Retrieve £38.00 

Master File 8000 £26.00 

Dbasell £38.00 

Locofile with Locomoil £30.00 

Locofile £20.00 



Locoscripl2 

Locoscripl 2 with Locospell 2 
Locospell 2 



Locomoil 2 

Locofont I 

Locofont 2 

New-Word II 

Spellchecker & Thesaurus 
Locoscripl PC 



.£18.00 

.£23.00 

.£15.00 

.£21.00 

£14.00 

£10.00 

£35.00 

.£13.00 

£65.00 



SPREADSHEETS 



Supercalc 2 

Crocker II (Turbo) RSC Special Price , 



£25.00 

£29.00 



WORDPROCESSING 



Prospell . 
Prolex 



£18.00 
£30.00 



RSC E21A KEYBOARD STORAGE DRAW 

The RSC E21A features o sturdy steel & plostic construction. A PC 
keyboard locates in the tray which can be safely lucked out of 
sight when not in use RSC PRICE £27.00 



BOOKS 


1 5 Hour word processing AMS 
All in one mini office professional 
Desk lop publishing Amslrod PCW 


£5.95 
£11.50 
£9.50 


Locoscripl 2 and Amslrod PCW 


£11.95 


Lotoscript 2 and Amstrad PCW951 2 

Locoscript/Moil/Spell 


£9.95 
£8.50 


.ocoscripl 2 user guide 

Mallard Basic PCW introduction and reference 

Mastering Amslrod 8256/8512 


£14,95 
£9.95 
£8.95 


'rotexl PCW users guide 
Step by Step guide lo Locoscripl 
Using the Amslrod PCW9512 


£9.95 
£4.95 
£9.95 


'CW machine code 


£13.95 


TUTORIALS 

onkey crash course typing 
onkey 2 fingers typing 


£15.00 
£15.00 



FURNITURE 



RSC T-302X low Bock Gas Strut Chair 



RSC T-302AX Low Back Gas Strut Choir With Arms 

RSC T-601AX High Bock Gos Strut Chair 

RSC T- 2001 Computer Workstation (Grey) 



.£49.00 

.£59.00 

£69.00 

£79.00 



RSC SPECIAL OFFER 

DISKLESS WORK STATIONS 

XT 8088 10MHz 640k RAM, built in Mono/CGA Graphics 
adaptor & hard/floppy disk Sub-systems, AT enhanced 
keyboard. Novell compatible £369.00 

AT 80286 12MH; 1Mb RAM, built in Mono/CGA Graphics 
adaptor & hard/floppy disk sub-systems, AT enhonced 
keyboard. Novell compatible. 2 serial, 1 parallel plus 
mouse port £469.00 



Telephone: (0923) 243301. E&OE 



4$l 



PML. the marketing arm of KEMPSTON 
DATA LTD can now otter the following 
products tor Amstrad PCW owners at 
special low mail order prices. 



Mouse Pack 1 

Consists of hi-res Kempston 
mouse and dedicated mouse 
interlace that plugs directly into 
the expansion port of the PCW. 

Mouse Pack 2 

Kempston mouse and interface 
with sotlware pack featuring 
DMTAfax. the computer based 
personal organiser. & Jeeves, a 
new desktop program. 

Mouse compatible with many 
leading software packages 
including Micro Design 2. Slop 
Press. Desktop Publisher. Master 
Painl and Fleet Street Editor. 



Joystick Pack 

Consists ot lop of the range 
Kempston Joystick with triple 
action auto-fire, dual fire 
buttons. 6 arcade quality 
microswilches and coil spring 
action return. Complete with 
the original, and still the best, 
industry standard joystick 
interlace Supports aulolire and 
can be used in a wide variety 
of games. 

Product Order Codes & Prices 
Mouse Pack 1 AM25 £4995 
Mouse Pack 2 AM45 £69.95 
Joystick Pack AMIO £29.95 



^ 




Credit Card Hotline. We accept Access/Visa/Switch/Maslercard/Eurocard 

0234 855666 

Or send your order by post. Make all Cheques payable to PML. All prices 
include VAT & postage. 

PML. 44 Singer Way. Woburn Road Industrial Estate. 
Kempston. Bedford MK42 7AF 



Com-Stax 

THE ULTIMATE SPACE SAVER 



-Interesting solution „ thoughtfully designee" says B000 Plus 



The new Com-Stax 8 Series is 
a unique stand that will 
slack your PCW 8256 or 8512 
plus your keyboard and printer in 
under a quarter ol a square 
metre ot lloor space Its 
reclining monitor position 
and angled keyboard make 
the PCW even more user 
friendly The Com-Stax is 
98 cm high 41 cm wide 
and beautifully finished in 
durable grey, white or black 
lacquer, the unii comes to 
you as a Hat pack kit which is 
easily assembled in minutes 
with the alien key provided 

THE PRICE: £35.00 

PLUS VAT £5 25 and PSP 64 70 
TOTAL 644.95 

TO ORDER: 

Post your cheque lor £44.95 together with your 

name and address and choice ol colour grey, 

while or black to: 

T.F.S COMSTAX LTD, FREEPOST 

CHALFONT, ST GILES, BUCKS HP8 4BR 

TELESALES: 0240 73031 

FAX: 0240 771190 




*#* 
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| ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT & 1st CLASS DELIVERY UK_&^FPOONLY^| 



3" CF-2 DISK 5 off 10 off 50 off 

Panasonic CF-2 £10.00 £18.50 690.00 

Amsoft CF2 £10.95 £19.90 695.00 

Maxell CF2 610.00 618.50 ..690.00 

Maxell CF2-D 612.00 622.00 6 07.00 

Maxell CF2 (individually cased) 611 .50 621 .50 E105.00 

31/2" DSDD (100% Certified) 65.00 68.50 635.00 

51/4" DSDD 100% Certified) 62.50 £4.50 620.0" 



RIBBONS, AMSTRAD COMPATIBLE 

VERY HIGH QUALITY 1 0ff 5 Off 

PCW 8256/8512 Black Fabric Ribbon 63.40 62.95 

PCW 8256/8512 Carbon Multistrike 63.50 £3.25 

PCW 9512 Black Fabric Ribbon 63.45 £3.20 

PCW 9512 Carbon Multistrike £2.65 62_55 

Amstrad, Brother. Canon, Epson, NEC, Panasonic POA. 



Mini Office Professional £25.95 

l Wordprocessing • Database • Spreadsheet • Graphics • Communicalions 



VISA 



How to order: Axxon Computer Supplies 

Post to: 23 Sunray Avenue, Surbiton, Surrey, KT5 9RA. 

«c» Call 081-335 3180 

For Denmark customers Tel: 3927 8344 Fax: 3927 0409 

•Prices are lor Mail Order Only »We reserve the right to alter specifications and prices without notice 
•Quantity order please ring for prices •Government, Educational Authority orders welcome. 



LEISURE SOFTWARE 

Junior Playtime 5]„5x 

Ultimate Sums sl9-2g 

Ultimate Quiz |]w-fg 

School's Out £0-50 

Cross Grid (Crossword Without Clues) S1S-2 

Fun School 3 Under 5's £22.95 

Fun School 3 5 to 7 - s £2295 

Fun School 3 Over 7's £22-95 



DUST COVERS 8256/ 8512 and 9512 

PCW 8256/8512 (3pcs) £855 

PCW 9512 (3pcs) ■•£855 

PCW 9512 + Sheet Feeder (3pcs) E1 i„ 

PCW 951 2 Printer + Sheet Feeder (1pc) 65.55 

NEW!! Kador Seal TV Type Keyboard Protector PCW 8256/9512/8512 £10.95 each 



I 



BOOKS 

LocoScript II User Guide £14.95 

Locomail User Guide £14.95 

LocoScript II PCW 951 2 69.95 

All in one Mini Office Professional 611 .95 



DeskTop Publishing Amstrad PCW £9.50 

Mallard Basic £9.95 

Mallard Basic Intro & Ret £9.95 

PCW Machine Code £13.95 

Program your PCW (Mallard) £8.50 

Using The Amstrad PCW 9512 £9.95 



3" Head Cleaning Kit £495 

9512 Daisy Wheels £5 95 

Printer Cable D25-Cen 36 £7.95 

Printer Cable CEN 36-Cen 36 "£9?5 

Margin Maker MM3 (8256/8512) £1250 

New! Re-Ink (Re inks Fabric Ribbons) £ 1??5 

Labels, one across (3 1/2" x 1 7/16") 1000 £7-95 



Cracker II — , 



Think Big! 

Is your spreadsheet getting too large to handle? Karen Donaghay shows 
you how to cope with excessive amounts of data, using Cracker II. 



Big spreadsheets can be a nuisance. Everything seems to 
slow down, or become more confusing, as soon as the 
spreadsheet becomes too big to fit on one screen. So, if your 
columns and rows are multiplying at an alarming speed, then 
this special tutorial can help you to keep things under control. 

Certain tasks can become more problematic the larger 
your spreadsheet becomes. The most obvious difficulty is 
getting around. Simple tasks - finding an entry, or moving 
quickly to a different part of the spreadsheet - can soon 
become a laborious chore. Another annoyance, is the phe- 
nomenon of the disappearing headings. This will sound 
familiar to any seasoned Cracker user. Take a short scroll 
down the screen, and before you know it. your column head- 
ings have vanished from view. The sight of a screen, 



crammed full of figures, without a word of explanation, is not 
the most reassuring way to work. In fact, it is more than just 
an inconvenience: it allows errors to creep into your work - 
something to be avoided at all costs. 

Finally, and this may sound silly, but have you ever tried 
rifling though a large computer printout? It is an experience 
vaguely reminiscient of a certain advert, where the puppy 
disappears into the distance, with an ever-increasing trail of 
paper behind it. Cutting your print-outs down to size is an 
easy process, but one which the manual barely touches upon. 

Fortunately, all of these problems can be rectified, or at 
least minimized, just by knowing a few tricks of the trade. 
First, let's look at the most important improvement; keeping 
your headings, as a constant feature of your screen. 



Divide and Rule 



The partition command allows you to 
split up the spreadsheet into smaller 
pieces. Admittedly, this doesn't sound 
like earth-shattering stuff, but it is in 
fact one of the most useful commands 
in the book. It allows you to separate 
the headings from the main body of 
data, so that, no mailer what area of the 
spreadsheet you are looking at, the 
headings can always be seen. 

Take a look at our first screenshot. 
It contains the details of a company 
payroll. The problem is that there are 
38 employees, and only 27 lines on the 
screen. As soon as you scroll down- 
wards, the headings will disappear 
from view. Similiarly, there are far too 
many details for each employee to fit 
across the width of one screen. 

The problem can clearly be seen in 
our first screenshot overleaf. In its orig- 
inal state, the bottom right-hand corner 
of the spreadsheet looks very confus- 
ing. The last columns actually contain 
the banking details of each employee. 
However, you would never guess this, 
just from looking at the screen. All you 
can see is a string of numbers, and 
there is no way of knowing immedi- 
ately what they represent. 

In our example, the columns do at 
least have some distinguishing charac- 
teristics. The bank sort code has only 
six figures, and the account number has 
eight. However, there is no easy way of 
telling which employee relates to 
which account number. 

Making the break 

A partition is. quite simple, a way of 
splitting up the spreadsheet into sepa- 
rate sections on the screen. 

Let's take a look at this in action. 
First of all, you must decide where on 
the screen the partitions should be. In 



our example the obvious choice is to 
place one horizontal partition after line 
3 and and a vertical partition after col- 
umn 1. This sets aside the column and 
row headings in their entirety. 

Type in the sequence (Partition 
(V]ertical. This produces a horizontal 
line across the screen (see the second 
screenshot on this page). The Names 
column is 15 characters wide, so type 
in 15 and press [RETURN]. The same 
sequence applies to entering a horizon- 
tal partition. This time, type in the 
sequence (P]artition [Horizontal 3 
[RETURN |. This produces a partition 
below the third row. 

The result is shown in the third 
screenshot. There are four partitions. 
Each one displays a section of the 
spreadsheet. At the moment, the head- 
ings are duplicated, but don't let this 
deter you. 

To move around in the main sec- 
lion, the cursor must first be moved 
into that part of the screen. Moving 
sideways, into the next section, is 
achieved by pressing the [/] key. To 
move up and down, press the 
[EXTRA] and [1/2] keys simultane- 
ously. (This combination does, in fact, 
produce the \ character.) 

Once you are in the central section, 
you can move around as usual with the 
cursor keys. The bottom right hand cor- 
ner of our payroll example can now be 
displayed on screen, with the welcome 
addition of the headings. 

Have a look at our second screen- 
shot on the facing page to see the 
result. The improvement in clarity is 
immediately obvious. 

Bank details are easily recognis- 
able, thanks to the column headings. 
They can also be related back to the 
relevant employee with ease. 




The first page of the original spreadsheet is clear 
enough, thanks to the column and row headings 




The vertical partiton is entered into the spreadsheet, 
with the aid ol a guiding row of figures 
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The benefits of the partion are not immediately obvious from 
the lirst page, since they are already included 
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Window on 
the world 

All partitions can be 
treated as mini- 
screens, and you can 
scroll within each 
partition in the usual 
Fashion. For exam- 
ple, our heading par- 
tition could itself be 
scrolled down to dis- 
play three lines any- 
where within the 
spreadsheet. 
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How far 
can you go? 

So, how large can a 
spreadsheet be? 
Well, Cracker U 
allows up to 52 
columns, and 255 
lines. Cracker, as you 
know, labels the 
columns using upper 
case letters. When 
the 27th column is 
reached, Cracker 
reverts to the begin- 
ing of the alphabet, 
this time using lower 
case letters. 
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This remote corner of the spreadsheet is tranformed by the use of partitions. The headings make it far easier to understand 



The small print 



Smaller printouts are a boon when deal- 
ing with realms of information. Too 
many pages can create chaos on your 
desk and make any analysis of your 
spreadsheet highly inconvenient. 

To cut the problem down to size, the 
text can be printed out in condensed 
style, taking up less space on the page. 
The manual only mentions this facility 
in passing, but it is, in fact, a simple 
case of using a special printer code. 
The code in question is sent to the 
printer by first typing in [()]ut. then 
pressing the keys [ALT][0] simultane- 
ously. The [RETURN] key is pressed; 
then printing can take place as usual. 
The command [C]opy [A)ll (P)rint will 
print out the entire spreadsheet, in con- 
densed text. To change back to ordinary 
text type in the sequence [OJut IALT] 
IR1 [RETURN]. 

We printed out our example spread- 
sheet, in both ordinary and condensed 
text. As you can see from the results, 
the condensed version is undoubtedly a 
great improvement. 

Each line of the spreadsheet takes 
up only one line on the condensed print- 
out and is. generally, far more compact. 
Not only is this version much easier to 
understand, but it also saves on paper. 



Payroll Details (April 1990-Aprll 1991> 



NAKE DBPT TAX CODE WAGES (PER ANRUM> HOURS/VBEK HOURL1 

OVERTIME RATE BASK SORT CODE ACCOUHT NUMBER 



James Stewart 1 
3 28.85 
Mary Whltlcar 3 

5 9.38 
Michael O' Hara 5 
3 8.29 
Jean Collins 1 

6 5. 19 
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Cracker printouts often fall short of the mark, in terms of presentation. Here the printout is 
badly spaced, and is too big to fit across the page. Instead it wraps round, creating a confus- 
ing page, that is a struggle to understand and looks very unprofessional. At this sire, the 
only way to print out this spreadsheet, would be to split it in to two separate parts 
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Here, with the benefit of condensed print, a far more presentable picture emerges. The char- 
acters themselves are smaller and neater. Consequently, there is no wrapping on to the next 
line, and the result would not look out of place in any business portfolio 



Getting around a large spreadsheet can 
be a time consuming business. The 
painstaking process of scrolling down 
the screen, can quickly wear down the 
patience, when your spreadsheet con- 
tains, say, 200 lines. 

The simplest way of quickening the 
pace is to jump to a specified location. 
This is done by pressing 1 .1 lump fol- 
lowed by a location, such as C59. and 
then pressing the [RETURN] key. 
Although this is a very handy option to 
have, it doesn't solve all of the poten- 
tial problems. 

What about when you want to find 
an entry by name, rather than by loca- 
tion? Imagine how long it could take to 
find the employee Joyce James, if there 
were 200 employees in our example 
spreadsheet, instead of only 38. 

Fortunately, there is an alternative. 
The Get command allows you to find 
any text entry with ease. For example 



Smart moves 

to locate Joyce James, press [G]et 
/Joyce James/ [RETURN] and the cur- 
sor whips through all of the possibili- 
ties, finally highlighting the words 
Joyce James. 

There is one proviso. The Get com- 
mand only searches from its current 
location onwards. To search through the 
whole spreadsheet, it must therefore be 
initially placed in the top left hand cor- 
ner. You can also, if needs be, type in 
only part of the complete entry. The 
sequence [G]et /James/ [RETURN] 
would work equally well. 

So. what about when there is more 
than one entry? For example, how 
would you search through the list of tax 
codes to find all employees with the 
code 300LM1? The quickest way of 
performing this search is as follows. 

First, move to the top of the tax 
code column, with the command 
[J]ump CI [RETURN]. Then type in 



[G] /300LM1/ [RETURN] as usual. 
This finds the first occurrence of that 
particular tax code. 

Finding subsequent occurrences is 
even quicker, since the actual details do 
not need to be entered. Just type in 
[G]et // [RETURN]. Cracker U 
assumes that you are still searching for 
the same siring of characters, and finds 
the next entry of 300LM1 for you. This 
can be continued down the column. 

The Get command is obviously an 
excellent time saver. It can be used to 
even greater advantage, by the simple 
addition of a few words. You can divide 
your spreadsheet up into sections, by 
adding keywords, such as Part Two. 
at strategic points throughout the 
spreadsheet. 

These words can then act as mark- 
ers. This allows you to move to another 
section of the spreadsheet, at any time, 
by simply entering [G]et /Part Two/. • 






MicroDesign2 



". . . without doubt, the best 

desktop publishing package 

available for the PCW. " 

PCW World 

MicroDesign2 is now established as the 
clear market leader in PCW desktop- 
publishing and graphic design. All the reviews 
agree that for sheer power and printout 
quality, MicroDesign2 knocks spots off the 
competition, whether you are using the PCWs 
own dot-matrix* or a high-quality laser. And 
when you buy MicroDesign2, you aren't just 
buying the most versatile typesetting and 
page design system available: you will also 
have access to "an outstanding support 
serrice" (APCW magazine), which includes a 
user magazine and a daily telephone helpline. 

+ PCW 9512 users require suitable printer. Software includes 
drivers for 9- & 24-pin. Laser. Deskjet & Bubblejet printers. 

GRAPHICS LIBRARY 

To augment a huge range of material available from other 
suppliers. CT have created specific graphic libraries for 
Maps applications and for those producing Parish 
Magazines or other church publications. Each of these 
libraries is a two-disc set. 




TYPEFACE LIBRARY 

Three extra discs of typefaces are available, with material 
from a huge range of different sizes and styles. Disc No 1 
free with MicroDesign2 only when ordered directly from 
Creative Technology. 

Baghdad CeLCic Cuckoo CUWtt 

Quardian Helvetica Rondo 

Scl>tx>abacl>ec ScribbU Seraph ... and more 
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This whole page is a ONE-TO-ONE reproduction 
of master artwork entirely designed and printed 
using MicroDesign2 and ProSCAN on a PCW8512 
with Canon BJlOe printer. 



ProSCAN 



The new 

handheld 

Image 

Scanner 

for the 

PCW series 

(8256/8512/9512) 

'A must for 

anyone seriously 

into DTP' 

8000Plus magazine 
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Scanned from a colour magazine print 



The ProSCAN package includes a high quality 
four-inch-wide scanner head, an interface 
to the computer, and software which includes 
the best graphics printing ever seen on the 
PCW. All the essential facilities are provided 
to allow scanning, resizing, editing, printing* 
and disc storage of images, in a system so well 
matched to MicroDesign2 that 8000 Plus decl- 
ared: 'the result is a seamless join between the 
programs'. ProSCAN can be used with other 
heads, and with some Amstrad Faxes as an A4 
scanning system: contact CT for details. 

* PCW 9512 users require suitable printer. Software includes 
drivers for 9- & 24 pin. Laser. Deskjet & Bubblejet printers. 
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ProSCAN £179.95 

MicroDesign2 £59.95 

(with FREE Extra Fonts Disc No I) 

•to BOTH for only £220.00 -fr 
•k Mouse .... add £40.00 & 

(with ProSCAN or MicroDesign2 
not supplied as a separate item) 

Extra Fonts Disc 1 . . £14.95 
Extra Fonts Disc 2 . . £14.95 
Extra Fonts Disc 3 . . £14.95 

Maps Library £19.95 

Parish Library £19.95 



All Prices 

Include VAT 

and P&P 



Credit Card 
Orders Welcome 







10 Park Street 

Uttoxeter 

Staffs 

ST14 7AG 

tel 0889 567160 
fax 0889 563548 

CREATIVE TECHNOLOGY 













The main criticism levelled al the 
manuals is usually that they are 
totally inpenetrable. The language 
suffers at the hands of the 
technicians who fail to address the 
needs of the novice. The main 
objective of authors trying to bring 
out a better product than the official 
offering is to present the informa- 
tion in good, clear English. The 
coup which Susan Rogers has 
pulled off with her new book. 
Illustrated LocoScript. is that good 
clear English is everywhere backed 
up by good, clear illustrations. The 
result is a fool-proof guide to the 
PCWs native word processor. 

The format of the book is 
simple and clear to understand. 



Correcting Text 
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Illustrated and written instructions 
appear on the same page 

There are a total of 22 chapters to 
get through, each of which consists 
of two pages. Every page carries an 
emboldened heading, so that you 
can open the book al any page and 
know exactly what process is being 
addressed. There is nothing more 
frustrating that having to wade 
through a few paragraphs of a man- 
ual before you know what area of 
the subject matter is under scrutiny. 
The book includes the three 



versions of LocoScript currently avail- 
able; LocoScript 1. LocoScript 2 and 
LocoScript PC. The inclusion of 
instructions for LocoScript PC might 
not seem relevant at first glance - but 
considering the crossover between PCW 
and PC users - often the distinction 
between home and work machines - the 
idea is a good one. 

Illustrated LocoScript covers every- 
thing from Getting Started to templates, 
direct printing and mailshot manage- 
ment. Where the chapters are text-heavy 
- which is rarely the case - the page is 
divided up into sections for both PCW 
and PC users, with the relevant com- 
mands clearly listed. Where instructions 
are required on a heavily-illustrated 
page, the information takes the form of 
brief notes to the side, or at the foot of, 
the picture. 

You should, on beginning, be sitting 
at your computer, with LocoScript 
installed, before you begin to go 
through the book. When you gel started, 
you see the importance of following this 
advice. The illustrations used are not 
direct replicas of the actual screen 
(they're illustrations, not screenshots); 
other features are used to set the scene. 
For example, the |f| options are listed 
for each version of the program: in the 
section. Entering Text, you are told 
what should be at the top of the screen 
if you have followed the instructions 
correctly. 

The guide by your side 

The way in which the information is 
presented in this book gives you the 
feeling that someone is sitting by your 
side telling you how to do things. The 
emphasis is firmly on the practical; the 
instructions are brief but sufficient - 
press this key to do that, move to the 
end of the page like so. There is no time 
- or indeed place - for the why's in this 
kind of book. What you have is exclu- 
sive concentration on the how's, which 
is the quickest and most succesful path 
to mastery of any subject. 

Each chapter contains a small sec- 
tion called Helpful Tips, which contains 
snippets of information which will help 



ILLUSTRATED 
LDCD5CRIPT 



5\ascm Rogers ^ 



Illustrated LocoScript by Susan Rogers 



you to learn more about the task you are 
performing. For example, in the section 
on Correcting Text, there is a line or two 
about LocoScript 's default status of 
Insert mode (the effect of existing text 
making way for new text as it is typed 
in). So. not only do you find out that 
this feature has a name, you also dis- 
cover that you can reverse the effect, 
and the keypresses required to do so are 
listed for you. This kind of information 
will show you that you don't have to be 
a genius to get the most out of 
LocoScript. and it is likely to increase 
your understanding of the program's 
character. 

The golden rules 

Sections of text falling under embold- 
ened 'Note' or 'Important' headings com- 
prise further hints and reminders to 
ensure that you are doing everything 
according to the instructions. 

At the end of the book, two pages 
are given over to the commands in each 
version of LocoScript, including the 
shortcuts. The page simply lists every 
key command, together with a brief 
description of the function it performs. 
Again, this is strictly a "how to' rather 
than a "why' section - not least because 
of the restrictions on space. The final 
page of the book looks at the PCWs 
special keys - that is. everything on the 
keyboard which is not a letter, a number 
or a punctuation mark. There is no dis- 
tinction made here between machines, 
which would have been helpful, but cer- 
tainly no stones are left unturned in the 
summary. 

Illustrated LocoScript is a thorough, 
yet economical, whistle-stop tour of the 
three principal versions of LocoScript. 
If anyone had boasted that they could 
explain the complexities of mail merg- 
ing or page layout with a diagram and a 
smattering of text, it could well have 
been difficult to believe. Susan Rogers' 
technique is a simple yet effective one; 
the quick way to learning is to present 
information with as much economy as 
possible. The task of understanding 
LocoScript then seems - and is - a very 
straightforward one. • 



NEW LOWER PRICES - WINTER SALE 

All prices include VAT & Delivery - Full money back Guarantee - Credit Card Hotline 
Send SAE for FREE Catalogue or telephone 0384-66269 anytime. A 0384 - 66269 "H 



HARDWARE 



COPY HOLDERS PRINTER STANDS 

CopyArm £6.95 Adjustable £12.95 

A4 Desktop £11.95 Ad| with PaperTray ..£17.95 

A3 Desktop £13.95 Mobile Stands £49.95 



FAX STAND & TRAY £39.00 



MEMORY UPGRADES 

256K Chips £21.00 

SCA 512K RAM PAC-Plug in n' Go £110.00 

Other sizes POA 



ANTI GLARE FILTERS £22.95 



AMSTRAD FD4 3" DRIVE: 

720K 'B' Drive tits both PCW 8256 and PCW 9512 ....£99.00 

TEAC 3 1/2" B DRIVE: 
Includes FREE software to Read PCW disks on a PC 
Compatible External, plug in 'n Go £89.95 



SOFTWARE I HIGH QUALITY DISKS 



dBase II £39.95 LocoScript PC £99.00 

SuperCalc 2 £29.00 LocoLink £19.95 

MicroDesign 2 £39.00 dBase 3.21 £49.95 



MANY OTHER TITLES AVAILABLE - PLEASE 
SEND SAE FOR FREE CATALOGUE 



BASIC PROGRAMMERS 

THREE TITLES NOW AVAILABLE BY RENOWNED 
PROGRAMMER, GEOFFREY CHILDS. 



PCW: BASIC TUTORIAL 

An Interactive Disk based course ol 6 lessons. Ideal (or the 

novice includes Mini Extended Basic £13.95 

PCW: PEEK & POKE 

An advanced course ol 15 chapters, complete with exercises. ,..£12 95 

PCW: STREAMLINED BASIC 

MUCH VALUABLE INFORMATION NOT TO BE FOUND 
ELSEWHERE - Improve your programming techniques 
complete with disk full of sample programs £18.95 



AMX MOUSE & INTERFACE £46.95 

X f^SS^^^S 'S^& M I FREE SOFTWARE FROM THE PUBLIC 
DON . TTHROW AWAY 1 DOMAIN - OVER 150 DISKS £4.95 each 



YOUR USED FABRIC RIBBONS: 
RE-INK FOR £1.45 each 



Professional Re-Inking Service lo Schools, local Authorities S Home / 
Small Business. We use ONLY Certified Dot Matrix Ink - Satisfaction 
Guaranteed Colours £2.25 each. Red, Blue, Green, Brown. 



PCW-World 

Cotswold House, Cradley Heath, Warley. B64 7NF. 

All products Guaranteed, All prices include VAT & 

Delivery, We accept credit card, cheque, postal order & 

Local Authority, Government Purchase orders. 

FAX 0384 66269 TEL 



Utilities, Piogromming Languages Databases, Editors, Graphics, Gomes, 
Tutorials Basil Programs. We have the LARGEST selection of CLIP ART lor DTP 
users, all formats: MicroDesign 2, Stop Press, Desk Top Publisher, NemDesk 
Int. and Printmoster - All £4.95 per disk. 

G/101 PRINTMASTER 

Your own PrintShop for PCW8256/851 2 or PCW95I 2 with Dot Matrix, Print 
letterheods, Signs, Bonners, Calendars includes 120. Graphics and 8 fancy fonts. 

G/114 PRINTMASTER GRAPHICS: 

2000 Pics for use with G/IOI on four disks. 

G/116 MICRODESIGN & STOP PRESS GRAPHICS: 

Over 2,000 Files stored on 16 disks olphabeticolly. 
Do you need a graphics for your DTP 



QUANTITY 5 

Bulk 3" £9.00.. 

Maxell 3" Uncased £9.95.. 

Maxell 3" Cased £11.95.. 

Amsoft 3" Uncased ..£1 0.95 .., 

Amsoft 3" Cased £12.95 ... 

Rigid 3" Plastic Cases .£2.50 ... 

Disk Labels 3" £0.35... 

31/2" Disks £4.95... 

51/4" Disks £2.50... 



50 
...£77.00 
...£83.00 
.£105.00 
...£95.00 
.£115.00 
...£22.00 
..£2.00 
£35.00 
...£22.00 



DISK BOXES - HOLD 3" OR 31/2" DISKS 

30 CF2 Capacity £7.95 60 CF2 Capacity ....£11.95 

Both sizes complete with dividers, keys etc. 
Small 5 Capacity Box £2.7S - Holds CF2 only 



10 20 

£15.99 £31.45. 

£16.99 £33.50. 

£21.95 £43.25 

£19.75 £39.00. 

£23.95 £47.00. 

.£4.95 £9.45. 

..£0.65 £1.20. 

..£7.95 £14.95. 

..£4.95 £9.50. 



HIGH QUALITY RIBBONS FROM £2.99 

PCW 8256/8512 PCW 9512 

Black Fabric £2.99 £2.99 

Carbon Film £4.25 £2.99 

Coloured Fabric £4.95 £4.95 

RED. BLUE, GREEN. BROWN AND ORANGE 

CONTINUOUS PAPER & LABELS 

PAPER • FANFOLD • MICROPERFED. 70GSM 

A4 CITY £ 11"x91/2" QTY £ 

WhiteBond 200 5.95 WhiteBond 500 7.95 

WhileBond 500 8.95 WhiteBond 1,000 13.95 

WhiteBond 1, 000 14.95 | 60 gsm While 2, 000 1 9.95 
LABELS - FANFOLD, QUALITY LABELS wont jam printer 

1 Across 1,000 2,000 8,000 

2 3/4x17/16 £6.45 £11.95 £37.00 
31/2x15/16 £5.45 £10.50 £35.00 
31/2x17/16 £6.45 £11.95 £39.00 
4x17/16 £7.45 £14.50 £49.00 
4x215/16 £10.45 £20.50 £69.00 
5x17/16 £7.95 £15.50 £55.00 



SEND A LARGE SAE FOR FREE CATALOGUE OR 

TELEPHONE 0384 66269 FOR SAME DAY POST | REMEMBER OUR PRICES INLCUDE VAT & DELIVERY 
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** LOCOSCRIPT 1, 2 or PC Users * * 
TempDisc 

"A showcase for the features of LocoScript" APCW Sept '87 

Hundreds of Instant Templates designed by a Member of the 

Institute of Word Processing 

TempDisc 8.2 £19.95 

A Double Density disc with 133 files (706k| tor LocoScript 2. It includes LocoMail' and LocoChar features 
Ail discs ordered direct are personalised. 

♦ CHRISTMAS: Cards, new envelopes with Christmas designs, bordered greetings, Christmas header and 
these Christmas LocoCharacters. ^^ 

a&4ti3i;*?R<#'Hi-^ itti m <y> ss* s* 

♦ GENERAL: Lifetime diary •(to vr 2100!), 2 year calendar, agenda, minutes, 5 label choices", envelopes- 
line. New designed 1st Class, AirMail, Private, Personal etc), disc labels, menu, order lorm 
"'gniserpiajme' templates, compliments, choice ot 13 instant letterheads. 

♦ FINANCE & FIGUREWORK: Invoices", statement', calculator', spreadsheet layouts', metric convenor 
Be . payment advice', annual statement ol account. 

♦ WRITERS: Authors, script layouts tor tilm, TV and stage 

♦ LISTS & FORMS: School martcing chart, weekly diary, inventory, appointment diary, shipping doc., 

own heading P 6 ' 30 " 3 ' llle . cv„ will, template with 9 choices ot vertical lined layouts (simply add your 

♦ SOCIAL a SPORTS: Star signs, family tree, automatic fixture lists', KO draw and chart', first dav cover' 
ickets party Invitations, league tables, apology for abysmal behaviour at a party, screen-art and d i.y, new 

♦ LOCOSCRIPT FILES: Template. Std with prepared stock layouts, pitch guide, settings. Std with 10 ore- 
set choices, ingenious use ol phrases. Std tiles. 

„ „ „ ALL ABOVE LISTED FILES ARE ON ONE DISCI 

lempuisc PC versions tor Sport or Business or Personal each include LocoMail and Database (LocoFile) 
features and use over 680K. 1 x 3 \ir or 2 x 5 1/4". Our TT Locoscript Library" for PC, PCW8512 and 
9512 users compneses either TempDisc PC. 8.2 or 9 with FoneMate. XWorder and WordDisc. 
OTHER VERSIONS (with file variation*) of TempDisc 

for LocoScript 1 TempDisc I - double sided Drive A £17.95 

for LocoScript 2 TempDisc 2 - double sided Drive A £18 95 

lor PCW 9512 TempDisc 9 £19 95 

for PC Owners TempDisc PC 1 x 3 1/2"or2x5 1/4' £23 95 

PC please state Business. Personal or Sport and 3 1/2' or 5 1/4") 

TT LocoScnpt Library £49.95 
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TempMate (Design Copyright Sept 1986) 
MARGINS, TABULATION AND LINE POSITIONING 

FOR ALL WORD PROCESSOR USERS 

Versions for scale pitch 1 5, 1 2, 1 7 or 1 and for Landscape. Place the clear PVC grid 
over your form or letterhead and correct positions lor Margins, Tabulation and Lines 
are clearly seen. Additional uselul wordprocessing information is on the attached 
backer card. It's so simple it doesn't need lurther explanation. Reviewers have said 

like many simple things extremely useful' BBC CEEFAX 

"Excellent" Comp WAPCW SEPT 87 "Wonderfully simple Idea" Your APCW Jan '87 

Excellent, the best I have seen' APCW Aug '87. 

WORD PROCESSING RULER 
The Page Boy word processing ruler is a clear PVC ruler which measures 
characters per inch at 17. 15. 12. 10, 5 (10d), 6 * 7 1/2 and. lines per inch at 5. 6, 7 
1/2 and 8. It also Includes a centimetre line and the '10' line doubles as an Inch 
measure. In totat it has 13 options. 

TT PATIENCE - Solo Card Games 
51* BES" 2' P la V in 9 "'d patience. YAPCW said "Ingenious and highly addictive" 
WordDisc Script writers layouts and 39.000 word synonyms LocoFile. Double 
Density PCW and 3 1/2" PC versions, 

FoneMate National dialling codes & exchanges in LocoFile, Double Density PCW 
and 3 1/2' PC versions. Includes 5 year calendar, diaries and LocoFile record file 
with THIRTEEN merge exlractor tiles lor labels and lists. 

XWorder A large number ol ready made LocoScript Crossword qrids lor crossword 
compilers. LocoScript 1/2 and PC versions. 

TEMPMATE £5.95 PAGE BOY £2 95 

Set of 4 TempMatesS Page Boy ..£16.75 " 

XWorder PC 3 1/2/5 1/4' £17.95 

FoneMate PC 3 1/2" £18.95 

WordDisc PC 3 1/2" £19.95 



XWorder 1/2 ...„....'.ZZ.'m"l£1 5^95 

FoneMate _..„ £15.95 

WordDisc £16.95 

TT Patience £14.95 

Quantity and trade prices on request. Retail, schools and local authority enquiries 
welcome. All prices include VAT and UK Post and Packing. 48 hour despatch. 
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Games 









Battle Stations 



Whether it's an intergalactic scuffle or heavy fire in the trenches, there's only one way to 
describe it - oh, what a wonderful war! Sophie Lankenau and Karen Donaghay review two 

new games to keep you occupied on Christmas afternoon 




Terraco 

£14.95*0 
(0223) 423 



If you need lo be broken in 
gently to games software, there are few better 
ways to start than with Terracom. Despite the 
rather fierce sounding name. Terracom can best 
be described as a game of squash using small 
warships as rackets. Although that may not 
sound like the most gripping of challenges, one 
round of this game will go some way to 
explaining just how easy it is to be hooked on a 
pastime which is essentially, a great time- 
waster. 

The game is loaded from CP/M by inserting 
the disc into the A drive of the machine and 
typing in terracom at the prompt. The opening 
screen reveals a series of options. Start game 
being the first of them. You are best advised to 




Your task here is to destroy the outer blocks ot the 
sky fortress. There are bonus points to be picked up! 




One to one combat leaves you at the mercy of 
Kashodex and his powerful blasting weapon 



Once you 
You have 



opt for the playing instructions 
before you begin - although 
these are not exactly the most 
lucid of directions. 



Train in» ground 

There is an opportunity to 
undergo some pre-game training - a 
useful introduction to the skills 
which are required for the real thing. 
The training consists of a fight 
between your module and that of the 
evil enemy Kashodex. You have to 
outwit him by sending the ball out of 
his reach - hence the squash analogy 
earlier. You both have a number of 
'lives', which, when exhausted, 
leave you either the victor or the 
vanquished. 

You move your module from left 
to right with the help of any two 
keys on the keyboard. Although the 
[Z] and (X| keys have already been made 
responsible for lateral movement, you can 
change them. This is a useful facility; touch 
typists might well prefer to use [F] and [J|. the 
locations of the index fingers on the 'home 
keys' of the board. The spacebar is responsible 
for firing the ball itself. 

The object of the game proper is to destroy 
Terracom. a sky-fortress constructed by an evil 
emperor. The first level has you attacking the 
outer blocks of the fortress, using your 'ball' to 
bash your way through its many layers. You 
have nine lives, all of which you should be 
grateful for; if the ball deflects from its target at 
an angle you cannot reach - a common 
occurrence for the inexperienced player - a life 
is lost. 

There are bonuses, which materialise when 
you hit certain blocks twice. A life can be 
regained by striking the 'ball' block; 'fire' 
means that a whole line of blocks can be wiped 
out with one press of the spacebar, and 'wall' 
produces a barrier which you hide behind and 
off which the ball ricochets, destroying blocks 
without you having to field the return trip of the 
ball. The 'safe' block delivers you instantly to 
the next level of the game. Bonuses such as the 
wall and the 'glue' (which sticks the ball to the 
module giving you control over your aim) are 
effective until a different bonus block is struck. 

On the level 

Once you've destroyed those outer blocks, you 
have a one-to-one battle with a module sent by 
Kashodex. With five lives on each side, you 
repeat the game played in the training course. 

If you win that, Kashodex starts to get a bit 
aggressive. The next level has you trying to 





get past Level 1, the task becomes more complicated. 
less lives and the more acute angles taj 

destroy a 

line of 

blocks while 

dodging laser 

cannons and rockets. 

You have five lives, and 

you have to hit the line of blocks thirteen 

times to get through. 

The next level takes you nearer to the core 
of the fortress, but the blocks are arranged more 
sparsely. The ball comes bounding back at you 
at all sorts of angles and speeds, and the task of 
completing this stage is a difficult one. 

There seems to be an endless supply of 
'levels' and 'phases' within those levels. 
However, the more you practise, the more adept 
you become at manoeuvring the module and 
anticipating the angles at which the ball is 
going to come back at you. So, if you keep get- 
ting stuck at the first 



level, don't despair; 
practice makes per- 
fect, and you'll soon 
be moving on to 
greater challenges. 
If you're won- 
dering why on earth 
you will even want 
to keep practising, 
the answer is sim- 
ple. Terracom is 
completely addic- 
tive. So, if you are 
in CP/M because 
you're planning to 
do some more seri- 
ous work, do make 
sure that your copy 
of Terracom is hid- 



Terraco 
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Pluses 

Excellent graphics 
Fast-moving 
Utterly addictive 
Fun, and easy to use 

lnus*s 

Not terribly original Idea 



Ease ot use 
Features 
Challenge 
llctiveness 



- 



4/5 
3/5 

4/5 
5/5 



8000 Plus 
Value Verdict 
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Tank Attack 

£19.95* CDS •(03C 




den from sighl. If you don'i, that serious work 
will simply never get done. 

Imagine the scene .. the country of Calderon is 
under attack. The defending general succumbs 
to a quick quake in his army regulation boots 
before pressing the [+] key with a firm and 
steady hand. The tanks open fire, but player 
number two, otherwise known as the General 
of Armenia, destroys the defending forces. 

If you like your games to have more than a 
hint of realism then check out Tank Attack. 
This is armchair combat at its most inventive. 
The scene is set with meticulous detail with 
regular editions of the paper "War News". 

The game can be played by up to four play- 
ers and is. yes you've guessed it. a war game. 
The good news is that Mary Whitehouse can 
rest easy - there is no actual bloodshed in this 
game, and Rambo doesn't even gel a walk-on 
part. What's more, all of the tanks are made of 
plastic. 

Yes. that's right, plastic. In addition to the 
controlling program, a good old fashioned 
board plus four corps of plastic tanks are 
included as part of the setup. It is a combina- 
tion that is sure to appeal to the Christmas 
PCWmarket. especially to those who enjoy 
games with a more traditional approach. 

The aim of the game is, of course, to 
destroy enemy tanks and. ultimately, enemy 
headquarters. There are four countries, and 
they each have an individual territory on the 
board, complete with headquarters, mountains, 
rivers, villages and repair depots. 

Even the cut and thrust of modern politics 
are incorporated into this game, in the form of 
alliances between countries. The country called 



KA2ALDIS 

. : reiit Batt e Strength! 



FS ? 




The scene is set as the opposing tank rolls into position; this is the point 
of no return. Press the space bar and open fire! 



Armania is an ally of Kalzaldis. and likewise 
Sarapan with Calderon. Allied countries can 
share resources and negotiate with each other. 
To play the game with only two people, either 
two countries can remain neutral or each player 
can control two allied countries. 

Fire away 

Strategy is crucial right from the start, when the 
tanks are placed on the board. Each country has 
one armoured division comprising eight tanks 
and four armoured cars. There are three types 
of tanks: main battle tanks (distinguished by 
two small plastic nodules on the back of the 
tank), medium tank units or light tank units 
(one or no nodules respectively). The armoured 
cars, however, come in two types, light and 
medium, A main battle tank has greater firing 
power than a medium tank and so on. 

The program then proceeds to fill in the 
picture with the very first edition of "War 
News". Reading this newspaper provides the 
player with vital information: the general situa- 
tion in a country can make all the difference to 
the success of an attack. Be warned though. 
This program knows all about wartime propa- 
ganda, and the political details may well be dis- 
torted. 

After the news, the program moves on to 
the first player. Four small moving pictures 
(called icons) appear on the screen. The first 
shows tanks rolling into position, the next two 
portray a tank firing at either enemy troops or a 
tank firing at enemy headquarters. The last icon 
is used to end the current move, and is a set of 
moving arrows. 

To begin with, the player can only move 
tanks: the number of steps the tanks can move 
on the board is decided by the program. They 
must be within range of an enemy tank (four 
squares on the board) before they can attack. 

On the attack 

The attacking tank size is entered into the com- 
puter, as is the size of the defending tank. At 
this point, the graphics can really take centre 
stage. Two tanks are shown. One of them rolls 
slowly foward. They pause, the guns move and 
take aim. Finally they open fire. Clouds of 
smoke billow from the unfortunate targets. The 
most powerful tank usually wins but not 

always. Low morale among 
the troops or bad weather 
conditions can be devastat- 
ing for the over-ambitious 
general. 

A battle report describes 
the extent of the damage. 
Tanks can be moved to the 
repair yards, (two squares 
situated within each coun- 
try) unless they are totally 
destroyed. There is a catch 
though. Defending troops 
don't have this option, and a 
full repair yard can signal 
the scrapheap for a damaged 
tank. If so, the tank is 
removed from the board. 

There are other factors to 
be taken into consideration. 
Obstacles such as rivers, 
mountains and villages can 
either slow down movement 
or prevent it altogether. 
There are also re-building 
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Select your activity: do you want to lire at enemy 
tanks/headquarters or move your troops? 
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Here, another selection awaits you. You must 
choose your enemy and enter the range of fire 

yards, used to completely rebuild a destroyed 
tank. 

After each player's move, the program 
either moves on to the next country, or displays 
"War News" on the screen. The finale of the 
game is when one player finally reaches and 
attacks the headquarters of an enemy country. 
Loss of central control means that particular 
country is out of the game. 

All in all. this is a well thought out game. 
The combination of the old-style board game 
with imaginative computer graphics is a win- 
ning partnership. The board is colourful and of 
good quality, although, it has to be said that the 
pieces are rather small and could easily be mis- 
laid. 

The use of graphics is imaginative: "War 
News" is displayed on-screen as the front page 
of a newspaper and 

Tank attack 



the moving icons 
were a nice touch. 
The main sell- 
ing point, however, 
is at the ideas level. 
This is certainly an 
intricate game. If 
the prospect of 
reading the accom- 
panying booklet 
doesn't appeal, then 
this isn't the game 
for you. However, 
if you like compli- 
cated scenarios, 
capable of stirring 
the imagination as 
well as the grey 
matter, then Tank 



Pluses 

Realistic settings 
Good graphics 
Allows tour players 



Minuses 

Slow to develop 
Loser-friendly pieces 
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Catching Code 

In which Tim Smith and his PCW stare corruption 
squarely in the face and aren't the slightest bit worried ... 



If I gel (old this once a week, 1 get told it five 
times; computer viruses are here to stay. 
Computer viruses are basically small pieces 
of 'code* (programming language! which 
are planted by small-minded idiots in order to 
ruin other people's computing lives. 

Having worked with every computer you 
could imagine, from super-systems which carry 
out millions of instructions per minute (MIPS) to 
zappy games machines which show 4.096 
colours on screen, it is clear that with the growth 
of the legitimate industry, the illegitimate is just 
about managing to match it step for step. 

The reasoning behind a virus is contorted, 
wholly evil and entirely pointless. In fact it is 
unreasonable. The person who works all night, 
for several weeks running, in order to create a 
digital infection - and it does take that long to 
construct even a basic virus - has no constructive 
plan. It is more likely that they merely wish to 
show off. They are like small children who have 
discovered crayons, want to draw something in 
order to impress the grown-ups but are too lazy 
to be creative, so just scribble circles - or worse. 
While the brat will scrawl on a wall, the virus 
programmer will attempt to wreak havoc on 
other peoples' systems. 

But what has this got to do with us PCW 
owners? So far in the history of the machine, 
absolutely nothing. That's a pretty big zero. Not 
one virus. Rumours do the rounds every so often, 
such as the one which was relayed to me in a bar 
on Birmingham New Street station a year ago. 
The person I was talking to thought of himself as 
an 'industry source' when, in fact, he was as 
loopy as a major one-way system - or so it tran- 
spired. He explained to me that he owned an 
upgraded 8256 with two drives at his office and 
standard 8512 at home. He also dabbled in 
comms. This last attribute made his story almost 
feasible as bulletin board systems (BBSs) can be 
carriers of infections. He crouched over his half- 
pint, beckoned me closer and began to explain 
that he had discovered a virus. 

The fool on the hill 

The nasty, he had. in his skill (or rather dotage), 
identified as lurking in LocoScript of all places. 
Now. had this been the case, is it undoubtedly 
true that Howard Fisher and all the crew at 
Locomotive software would have withdrawn the 
product and that it would have been front page 
news in 8000 Plus. Let me tell you what this fool 
thought was a virus. 

All his LocoScript files were being changed 
into garbage. I listened intently and even consid- 
ered buying him another half. What was happen- 
ing, he explained, was that he would use 
LocoScript at work because he could fit headers 
and footers and generally make it look as if his 







Tim Smith: "The reasoning behind a virus is contorted, 
wholly evil and entirely pointless" 

company was a professional affair. But. at home, 
he had started to use Pretext. The version of 
Protext he was using was a copy, hence illegal, 
which he had obtained from a friend of his. Well, 
he had started to take his LocoScript files home 
to work on. He loaded his files into Protext and 
all that came up on screen was ... garbage! He 
had been attacked by a virus and would, and I 
quote. "Rip the head off the b*****d who did 
it." It took one simple question to work out that 
the guy knew less about viruses. PCWs and nor- 
mal life than a minor character from a Franz 
Kafka novel. 1 asked "Are you turning your 
LocoScript files into ASCII format before 
putting them into Protext?" 

"Er... no I thought the two systems were 
compatible" At least he didn't make the awful 
Arthur ASCII pun. 

"There you go then. mate, no problem. Sorry 
to leave you. but I have to go to my bank man- 
ager's funeral: he's not been well recently." I 
muttered while making a hasty exit in fits of 
laughter. 

Unclean! Unclean! 

There have been other PCW virus rumours over 
the years, such as the one which inverted the 
screen; it turned out to be PALETTE.COM. Then 
there was the one which wiped data; this turned 
out to be someone looking for their files on the 
wrong side of an unlabelled double-sided disc. 
None of the fish tales have been true - and nor 
are they ever likely to be. 

There are two good reasons for this. Firstly, 
the kind of people who use PCWs are not the 
kind who create viruses. I know this might sound 
like a vast generalisation, but after two years on 



8000 Plus, hundreds of reader calls, thousands of 
letters and numerous meetings with users. I have 
never met a single person who sees the slightest 
point in creating a virus. 

Secondly, the PCW is not the kind of 
machine Which can support a virus. 

Now that you've relaxed a little, it's about 
lime to list a few digital diseases which affect 
other machines. After reading this, you can treat 
your machine to a clean or a new disc and con- 
tinue using it for the next few decades. Here we 
go... One particularly vicious strain makes use of 
modems and comms software. It hangs around 
for a while and then, starting at a specific date 
and until caught, it calls the speaking clock in 
Cyprus and builds up one hell of a phone bill. 
But not on the PCW. 

Garbage in, garbage out 

Another virus is so mindbendingly useless that 
all it does is to reproduce files full of garbage 
which will fill up a hard disc over a short period 
of time. But not on the PCW. 

There are viruses which print messages on 
screen such as "Legalise cannabis now" and 
then commit micro-suicide. There are those 
which come in two parts like epoxy glues. 
Neither half is dangerous on its own, but when 
co-joined, they will run wild, copying themselves 
from disc to disc and wiping data. But not on the 
PCW. 

As computing moves into early adolescence, 
the pranks of the virus creators become equally 
deltquent. There are now viruses which can pro- 
tect themselves by changing their forms in order 
to avoid detection by the numerous protection 
devices available. These are called self-encrypt- 
ing viruses or even armoured viruses and they 
use their own code to mask themselves. You 
won't find anything like this on an 8256. 8512 or 
95 1 2. Basically, the PCW user works in one 
enclave of computing which is utilitarian (we 
spreadsheet, we write, we keep databases, occa- 
sionally we play games), clubby and sociable. 
You will have far more luck finding two PCW 
users giving each other tips on Micro Design or 
The Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy than 
attempting to warp each others' drives. 

In terms of the history of computing, the 
PCW world is more akin to the dreams of early 
developers such as Alan Turing or even hi-tech 
whizz kids such as Steve Jobs (the man who 
started Apple Macintosh) than to the modem 
ethic of 'power computing'; all they wanted was 
a community of computers working for people. 
At the end of the day, viruses and stupid rumour- 
mongering go beyond simply showing off and 
enter the realms of serious crime: quite definitely 
not something you'd encounter in the world of 
the PCW. • 



36 December 90 



"A powerful, versatile and highly professional tool" aooopim, September 1 990 




THE WORD PRE- PROCESSOR 



• FOREWORD is the new program from 
Software Imperative, the people who 
brought you FLIPPER. It's a tool for writers: not 
just authors (though they'll certainly want a copy) 
but letter writers, report writers, sermon writers - 
in fact, anyone who works with words. 

FOREWORD bridges the gap between ideas 
and finished pieces of text. It 
helps you put your thoughts into 
words, without worrying where 
those words will fit on the page 
or what typeface they'll be in. 

"BUT I'VE ALREADY GOT A 
WORD PROCESSOR." 

FOREWORD isn't a word 

processor, nor is it intended to 

replace one. Word processors 

are tools for presenting text on 

paper, and most of them do this 

very well. FOREWORD is designed for the stage 

before this, the creative stage of writing where 

your ideas are still too vague or unstructured for 

normal word processing. That's why we call it a 

"word pre-processor". 

FOREWORD is specially designed to stop you 
getting bogged down in detail as your document 
grows. With a word processor, 
as soon as your text takes up 
more than a screenful you start 
losing that all-important "big 
picture" - the overview of your 
work that's the key to good 
writing. FOREWORD'S powerful 
"Hide" and "Show" functions give 
you back that overview. Even 
when you've typed in thousands 
of words you can still get a clear 
picture of your piece at the 
press of a key, collapsing the 
on-screen document down to its bare bones. 

FOREWORD also shuffles ideas around far 
better than a WP can. The "Move" function lets 
you pick up an idea and move it wherever you like 
within the document, regardless of how much text 
the idea comes with. There's no block-marking 
involved: whether ifs one sentence or a hundred, 
you can pick an idea up or put it down again with 
a single keypress. 

"SO WHAT HAPPENS WHEN I'VE CREATED 
MY TEXT?" 

Because FOREWORD doesn't deal with typefaces 
or layouts, you'll need to get your finished text 
into a word processor or DTP package before you 
can present it attractively on paper. Normally, 
transferring data from one program to another is 
a fiddly, time-consuming business, but 
FOREWORD makes the task quick and easy. 

For one thing, there's no need to quit 
FOREWORD to use your word processor. 
FOREWORD is a pop-up program: it can share 




• A carefully designed menu system makes 
FOREWORD easy to learn and use. 



memory with Locoscript 2 or CP/M, hiding "in the 
background" until you summon it. Just hit SHIFT- 
ALT-EXTRA and in 1 second you'll be looking at 
the FOREWORD editing screen. Hit SHIFT-ALT- 
EXTRA again and 1 second later you'll be back in 
CP/M or Locoscript 2, exactly where you left off. 
Also, you don't have to save ASCII files in 
FOREWORD and import 
them into your word 
processor. FOREWORD'S 
"Transfer" function can 
force your text directly into 
a word processor 
document as if you were 
typing the words yourself. 
(Of course, if you find 
Transfer's 150-200 words 
per minute a little slow, 
FOREWORD is quite happy 
to save your text as ASCII: 
it supports two different kinds, plus a special 
format for WordStar and NewWord users.) 

SOUNDS COMPLICATED? 

Don't worry: FOREWORD has a carefully designed 

menu system you'll be able to master in minutes. 

What's more, FOREWORD supports all those 

special-purpose keys you're 
used to, like UNIT/PARA, 
WORD/CHAR and 
LINE/EOL. CUT and COPY 
trigger lightning-fast block 
operations, EXCH/FIND 
gives you speedy search 
and replace functions, and 
PTR summons the Printer 
menu. (We couldn't find 
anything for the RELAY key 
to do: FOREWORD 
reformats its paragraphs 

automatically, as fast as you can alter them.) 
FOREWORD'S even easy to install: it comes 

on a self-booting disk you can back-up and use 

immediately. No need to 

copy files or fiddle with 

PROFILE.SUBs - just switch 

the machine on, pop 

FOREWORD in the drive and 

if II load automatically. 

VITAL STATISTICS: 

FOREWORD has a fast, 
accurate word-counter, can 
edit up to eight documents 
at once, and has no 
maximum file size. It takes 
a minimum of 1 12K of RAM, 
and a maximum of 2 
Mbytes - the most a PCW 
can be fitted with. 

FOREWORD is fully 
compatible with Locoscript 




• Writing for print? Then you'll appreciate 
FOREWORD'S last, accurate word counter. 



v2.16 onwards (including LocoSpell, LocoFile etc), 
and with all legal CP/M programs. To run 
FOREWORD you'll need a PCW with at least 512K 
of memory. FOREWORD supports all SCA and 
Isenstein memory add-ons. For use with FLIPPER 2 
PLUS, and with non-legal CP/M programs like Mini 
Office and Microdesign II, extra memory is 
essential. (FOREWORD won't work with earlier 
versions of FLIPPER, but you can upgrade these 
for free if you order FOREWORD at the same time.) 

FOREWORD DOES NOT SUPPORT: 

• File passwords and file time/date stamping; 

• Foreign-language keyboards; 

• Hard drives; 

• Printers on external serial/parallel interfaces 
(though the 9512's built-in parallel port is fine); 

• Single-density or single-sided B: drives (though 
720K 5'A" or 3V2" drives are okay). 

DON'T FORGET: 

We still sell theabsolutely essential FLIPPER 2 
PLUS. This is the only utility that lets you split 
your PCW between CP/M and Locoscript 2 (or 
between two lots of CP/M - or even between two 
lots of Locoscript 2, if you've got the memory). 
In as little as two seconds FLIPPER 2 PLUS 
can whisk you from one side to the other, without 
losing your place. Why reboot every time you 
need to get between CP/M and Locoscript 2? 
FLIPPER 2 PLUS can do the job quicker and 
better. (FLIPPER 2 PLUS requires at least 51 2K of 
RAM, and is fully compatible with SCA and 
Isenstein memory add-ons.) 




Software Imperative, 11 Chapel Row. Queen Square. Bath, 
Avon, BA1 1HN, proprietor A.J.Wilton, tel (0225) 425315. 



Please send me: • 8 

□ FOREWORD - 1 enclose a cheque/PO for £39.95 

□ FLIPPER 2 PLUS - I enclose a cheque/PO for £29.95 

□ FOREWORD AND FLIPPER 2 PLUS - I enclose a cheque/PO for 
£64.90 (save £5) 

Please upgrade the enclosed FLIPPER/FLIPPER 2 master disk to FLIPPER 2 PLUS: 

D I enclose a cheque for £5.00 

□ I've ordered FOREWORD above, so I'm entitled to a free upgrade 

Prices Include UK postage and packing and VAT. Please make all cheques 
payable to Software Imperative. 

Name 

Address 



Postcode 



Mall this coupon to: 

Software Imperative, 11 Chapel Row, Queen Square, Bath. Avon, BA1 1HN 



All trademarks acknowledged. 
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COMPARE OUR PRICES BEFORE ORDERING FOR 
UNBEATABLE OFFERS!! 

Export, Government and Educational orders welcome 




MARKETING 

COMPUTER SUPPLIES 4 4 4 



WORDPROCESSING RANGE 



Micro Design II £39.00 

Database Software £20.00 

Database DTP t AMX Mouse £57.00 



Locospell2 £16.00 

Locomail 1 &2 £25.00 

Locotont 1 £16.00 

Locolont2 £12.00 

LocotilB £25.00 



s 



DAISYWHEELS FOR PCW 9512 



AV AILABLE T YP E STYL ES 
PRO DUCT CODE TYPEFACE 



New-Word II 

24 Pin Drivers 

9 Pin Printer Driver £16.00 

Locoftle wilh Locomail , £39.00 



..£42.00 
..£25.00 



Courier 10 

Recta 10 

Letter Gothic 10/1 2 
Script 12 



Prestige Pica 10 

Orator 10 

Prestige Elite 12 

Mini Gothic 15 



Each £6.00 
For other printer ribbons please call 




AMSTRAD V21/V23 
Features 1200/75. 75/1200. 300/300 
Baud rates £99.00 




ACCOUNTS 



Sage Accounts £56.00 

Sage Accountant Plus £84.00 

Sage Invoicing £40.00 

Sage Payroll £40.00 

Money Manager £35.00 

Map Integrated Accounts £90.00 



EDUCATIONAL 



Better Maths (Age 12-16) £14.00 

Physics (Age 12-16) £17.00 

Chemistry (Age 12-16) £17.00 

Biology (Age 12-16) £17.00 

Better Spelling (8-Adult) £14.00 

Magic Maths (Age 4-8) £14.00 

Maths Mania (Age 8-12) £14.00 



GENERALS UTILITIES 



Sage Chit Chat £69.00 

Easy Labeller £21.00 

AMX Mouse & Desklop Utilities £47.00 

Crash Course Typing £20.00 

Two Fingers Typing £17.00 

E-Type £18.00 

Personal Tax Planner.... £20.00 
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• Z80A processor 

• 512KRAM 

• 3" 720K drive 

• 82 Key Keyboard 

• High res.paperwhite monitor 

• Wide carriage bi-directional daisy wheel printer 

• 20CPS single 8 tractor teed 

• Locoscript 2 software inlcudes 
Locospell 

& Locomail 

• CP/M Plus with GSX & Dr.Logo 

• Mallard Basic 

FREE SHEET FEEDER WITH PCW 9512 

£449 

Free on-site maintenance on all PCWs 



DOT MATRIX PRINTERS 



Star LC10 Multifont Printer £150.00 

Star LC10 Colour Printer £185.00 

PANASONIC PRINTERS 

Panasonic KX-P1124 

Drat'.- 160 cps. NLQ-63cps £225.00 

Panasonic KX-P1180 

Draft - 132 cps, NLO - 38 cps £165.00 

32K Buffer chip £35.00 

PCW Dust Covers (3 piece inc) £10.00 

3" Drive Cleaning Kit E9.50 

Margin Maker £10.50 



SPREADSHEETS 



Supercalc2 £29.00 
BESTSELLER 



Cracker II (Turbo) £35.00 



GRAPHICS 



Master Scan £49.00 



WKOr 



MasterScan and 

Master Paint 

£55.00 



DATABASES 



Sage Retrieve £40.00 

Dbase II 
BESTSELLER NOW ONLY £35.00 

Master File 8000 £35.00 

Datastore II £29.00 

Cambase II £32.00 



Mini Office 
PROFESSIONAL 

Very successful - many new features 
5 separate programs - Wordprocessor 

• Database • Spreadsheet • Graphics 

• Communications Interactive 

OUR PRICE ONLY £27.00 ♦ VAT 



LONDON'S LARGEST 

REGISTERED 
AMSTRAD DEALER 



% 



All prices Excl. VAT 

Carriage Free/Mail Order 

(UK Mainland) 
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The ASF951 2 is an automatic sheet feeder 
tor use with the PCW 9512 . It will hold up to 30 
sheets of paper enabling either multi-pago 
documents or mail-merged letters to be printed 
unattended, thereby releasing the user for other 
tasks and improving productivity. The Sheet Feeder 
can be attached or removed in seconds, leaving the 
printer to accept individual sheets of paper or the 
standard tractor assembly. 




£69 ONLY 



PCW MOUSE 



i Mouse • Mouse House 
Interface • Mousemat £39.00 



ACCOUSTIC HOOD FOR YOUR 9512 




SKM'S most economic solution to 
noisy printers 

• Up to 90% noise reduction 

• See through lid keeps noise in and dust out 

Hood and Stand £89.00 only 

Now available to accommodate 

9512 with Sheetteeder 

OUR PRICE 

£120 



: 



BOOKS (no VAT payable) 



Mallard Basic By Amstrad £9.95 

Programming PCW By Ian Sinclair £7.95 

Step by Step Guide to Locoscript £4,95 

Locoscript 2 Amstrad PCW £11.95 

Locoscript - Mall - Spell £7.95 

Looking Into Locoscript 2 £13.95 

15 Hour Word Proc Amstrad PCW £6.95 

Advanced Locoscnpt Amst PCW £4.50 

All In One Mini Office Proless £11.95 

Amst 8256 8512 More Wordprocessor ..£9.95 

Desktop Publishing Amstrad PCW £9.95 

Easy Guide To Amstrad PCW £6.50 

Get Started BASIC Logo PCW Rev £5.95 

Guide to Logo (Soft 160) £6.88 

Locomail User Guide £14.95 

Locoscript 2 & Amst PCW Comp £11 .95 

Locomail 2 & Mail Spell File £10.95 

Locoscript 2 PCW 9512 £9.95 

Locoscript 2 User Guide £14.95 

Locoscript Locomail Locospell £8.50 

Looking into Locoscript 2 Amst £15.95 

Mallard BASIC £9.95 

Mallard BASIC PCW intro & Ret £9.95 

Mastering Amst PCW 8256 8512 £8.95 

Ops Guide Amstrad CPC PCW 2 Ed. ..£17.50 

PCW Machine Code £13.95 

PCWSupercode £13.95 

Prac Rel Gde Wordproc Ams 8256 £5.95 

Program your PCW (Mallard) £8.50 

Pretext PCW Users Guide £9.95 

Using Amstrad Word Processor £9.95 

Using Databases Amstrad PCW £6.95 

Using The Amstrad PCW 9512 £9.95 

Wordprocess With Locosclpt £6.95 
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North London 
13 Moneyhill Parade, 
Uxbridge Road, 

Rickmansworth, Herts WD3 2BE 
Tel: 0923 896969 Fax: 0923 771058 
South London 
10 Fulham Broadway, 
London SW6 1AA 
Tel: 071 381 6618 Fax: 071 381 0528 



SALES HOTLINE 

0923 89.69.69 / 071 381.66.18 

To order: Please send cheque'PO'Access or Visa details to 

SK Marketing Ltd, 13 Moneyhill Parade, Uxbridge Road, 

Rickmansworth, Herts, WD3 2BE 
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AT OUR SHOWROOMS 



24 hour hotline for credit card orders 



VISA 






All prices subject to change without notice. 

All goods subject to availability 

Goods are not sold on a trial basis 



• SEE OUR LOW, LOW PRICES • CARRIAGE FREE t SEE OUR LOW, LOW PRICES 



The Professionals 

You will never get a second chance to make a first impression; Alec Rae 
shows you how to give the public face of your company a competitive edge 
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There is one thing thai new PCW 
owners discover very quickly. Ii 
pays dividends 10, at least, look 
professional. They discover this 
the first time they send out a letter well- 
printed, well-laid out and without a sin- 
gle correction in evidence. For some 
reason, people seem to take that kind of 
letter more seriously than something 
written in crayon on a flattened out 
Benson and Hedges packet. But, of 
course, the stakes are rising all the time. 
As PCW (and other computer) owners 
become more sophisticated in their use 
of their machines, standards inevitably 
rise. Stand still for a moment and you 
run the risk of being left behind. 

Last month we looked at ways of 
using Micro Design 2 to design a logo 
to represent your business or club. 
However, once you have this master- 
piece of graphic design on disc, you still 
have to decide how to use it to the best 
advantage. 

The first thing to look at is your 
stationery. Your letter heads, compli- 
ment slips, invoices and receipts will all 
be seen by your customers far more 
often than your face. If nothing else, it 
is an effective form of subliminal adver- 
tising if customers immediately think of 
your company every time they see any 
of the documents that you have sent out. 

Putting on the style 

The logo, not surprisingly, plays a pretty 
vital pan here. But the style of text and 
the layout of the document will play an 
important, if much more subtle role, in 
tying together the whole of the 
document. 

This is where Micro Design comes 
into its own. Its handling of text is 
impressive and the range of fonts avail- 
able is wide enough to cater for virtu- 
ally every need. 

Obviously you have to decide, at 
the outset, how far you want to take 
things. The ideal would be to use Micro 
Design 2 for all your word processing 
so that you could take advantage of the 
blend of text and graphics that it allows. 
A connection could be created between 
the font used for the address and the 
body text. Varying type sizes could be 
used to create the differences needed, 
while still giving an overall consistency 
in appearance. 

This is perhaps not totally practical. 



Most people are more comfortable with 
their favourite word processor. To create 
a document in LocoScript and then load 
it into Micro Design would be time con- 
suming and complicated. 

But this doesn't mean that this ideal 
should be completely forgotten about. 
You may want to send out a standard 
sales letter to prospective customers or a 
standard letter of welcome to new club 
members. These could quite easily be 
kept as a matrix in MicroDesign and 
adapted to suit each time it was 
required. And remember this approach 
to design can help you all the way 
through the process of creating your lit- 
erature. Obviously you may want to 
have headed paper professionally 
printed. 

If you have access to a laser printer 
or a 24 pin printer, you could actually 
produce a quality of output good 
enough to be used as art work for the 
printer. If not, you can still play about 
with elements of your headed paper or 
compliment slips, trying out different 
arrangements of the components. The 
big advantage of desktop publishing is 
that you can try out every arrangement 
possible and all it will cost you will be 
your time and a few hundred sheets of 
paper. 

Most people know immediately if 
they think something looks right. They 
can see if the text is the right size or the 
logos in the wrong place once it's on 
paper in front of them. It also means 
that when you get your stationery you 
know that you will be happy with the 
layout. 

Get professional help 

If you get your headed paper profes- 
sionally printed, it would still be worth- 
while choosing a font that you can 
reproduce on Micro Design. As well as 
the 25 fonts that comes with the pro- 
gram, the company also provide a cou- 
ple of discs of extra fonts - each with 
more than 20 new designs - so there is 
plenty to choose from. 

Not that all of these would be suit- 
able. Most dynamic, young companies 
would probably want to steer clear of 
Medieaval. and, with the exception of 
Greek companies, most people will 
probably want to leave the Greek 
Helvetica alone. 

And it may also mean opting for 



one of the better known faces (Times or 
Helvetica). There are probably only a 
few professional printers who could (or 
would want to) match Brush. 

First you need to decide whether 
you are going to use the same face for 
the address and headings as you use for 
the text. This would certainly limit you 
to one of the more sensible faces. A 
whole sales letter in Wobbly or Scribble 
could be a little hard to take. 

This does not mean that you have to 
give up all artistic pretensions. Micro 
Design's ability to redesign letters 
means that you could perhaps adapt a 
few letters to be more distinctive - say 
the capitals of your company name - 
while still retaining the overall continu- 
ity of the font design. This is an aspect 
that we will explore later in the series. 

Perhaps the major trade-off in 
choosing any font is between aesthetics 
and readability. There is no point in 
choosing the most artistic font if no- 
one can read your address. 

On the other hand, there are some 
businesses, especially anything that is 
connected with arts and crafts, where a 
solid dependable letter heading in Times 
just wouldn't suit. 

DIY design concepts 

One simple way of ensuring an overall 
design concept is to use the same design 
and adapt it for all your stationery. One 
simple way of achieving this is to base 
everything on your letter head. 

It is remarkably simple to adapt it 
for invoices, statements and delivery 
notes. Often just typing in 'Invoice' at 
the top of the page will suffice as an 
imaginative conversion. 

If the text on your headed paper is 
confined the top of the page it is often 
enough just to cut off this area, type in 
'With compliments' in a suitable script 
font (One sensible use for a face like 
Calligrapha, for instance) and, hey 
presto, your compliment slips are ready. 

However it is dangerous to limit 
yourself too much at this stage. Many 
designers are now trying to get away 
from letter heads with all the text 
crammed into the top three inches. 

With clever computers that can con- 
sistently set margins correctly, you can 
make imaginative use of the sides and 
the bottom of the paper to good 
effect. ► 



Tools of 
the trade 

Micro Design II 
costs £59.95 and 
is available from 
Creative 
Technology 
I 'phone number 
0889 567160), 
10 Park Street, 
Uttoxeter. 
Staffordshire 
ST14 7AG. 
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1 Begin with a letterhead 



2 Then size the logo 



3 Choose your typeface 






1 A good place to start is obviously 
your headed paper. This doesn't just tell 
your customer your address and tele- 
phone number. It says a great deal about 
your company and how you approach 
your business. Is your company an old- 
fashioned, no-nonsense kind of firm, a 
high-powered modern business or an 
artistically-biased, design or craft-based 
operation? All these would require a dif- 
ferent approach. You also need to decide 
what elements you want on your letter 
head. Your address and telephone num- 
ber would obviously be a good start. But 
you may also want your VAT number, a list 
of your directors, addresses of sales 
offices, a list of the products you sell and 
perhaps even a mission statement - that 
little phrase that encapsulates your 
approach to your business. Then decide 
on priorities. How prominent should each 
element be? You don't have to make final 
decisions but it's worthwhile giving such 
things a little thought before you start. 



2 Having spent all last month designing 
your logo, you'd better use it. While the 
position of the logo is pretty vital, the size 
of it is probably even more important. You 
don't really want it taking up the whole of 
your page. But, at the same time, if it is at 
all complicated, important detail may be 
lost if you use it too small. 

Files can be loaded in the same size, 
half-size and double-size. Try them all to 
see what looks best. Because space is lim- 
ited in the Design screen (often a double 
size .CUT file will be too big to place here) 
you may want to place it, instead, in the 
Layout screen. 

Load the file as if you were placing an 
area [Fl]. But at the point where the pro- 
gram is going to give you a list of all area 
files (*.MOA), you press [fl] Areatype and 
choose the CUT option. This will show you 
all the cut files available on the disc. Pick 
the one you want, click on the size you 
want (right hand corner) and place it in 
the normal way. 



3 Choosing the typeface will obviously 
be one of the more time-consuming exer- 
cises. If you buy the two extra font discs, 
you have more than 60 dhfemt fonts and 
sizes to consider. 

Loading fonts is easy. While you are 
in the Layout screen, you simply press 
[F3] Loadfont 

As with loading a CUT file, the pro- 
gram will let you see what font files are 
on a disc in any disc drive you choose, 
by simply pressing [RETURN] (\FNT 
files). Click on to the font that you want 
and press [RETURN] and the font is 
loaded. You can see what the current 
font looks like at the top right hand 
side of the screen, next to the layout 
menu. 

This time we have picked the 
RONDO. FNT - a nicely rounded, middle- 
of-the-road font that comes in the Extra 
Fonts disc. This is different enough to be 
eye-catching while still being business- 
like and readable. 




4 Making small improvements S Entering the text 



6 And now for the rest 



s 







4 An easy way to liven up text is to 
modify the letters. Obviously you don't 
want to do a complete set. There are 
plenty of good fonts available. But per- 
haps a few letters could be improved. 

Press [EXIT] and click on the FONTS 
option. You will see a tiny but perfectly 
formed character set near the bottom of 
the screen. Click on the letter B, EDIT and 
the tick. This should load the letter B in 
the grid. 

For this trick, we want to both 
reverse it and turn it upside down, so 
click on Reflect.. .X and Reflect.. .Y in the 
menu. You have to move the margin line 
by clicking on the right hand Margin 
arrow. 

Click on a letter in small font that you 
don't use - the dollar sign Is useful. Click 
on Keep and the tick sign. Now instead of 
typing a dollar sign you will produce a 
reversed, upside down B. 



5 Click on B again, turn in upside down 
with Reflect... Y and save it to %. If you 
were going to use these characters regu- 
larly you could save the font to disc. Don't 
save it over the proper font file. By calling 
it MYFONT.MDF or something equally 
imaginative you can load these special 
characters like a normal font file. 

Press [EXIT] and pick DESIGN. Using 
the cursor arrows (click on the arrow 
pointing directly down from the main 
menu box and then click on the arrow you 
want) get the screen to where you have 
loaded your logo. 

We have a nice black area to fill with 
text. Remember Micro Design 2 automati- 
cally reverses everything so typing on 
black comes out white. Click on WRITE, 
and place the text cursor on the black 
space. By keying in $ and % you get a 
couple of letters that could be mistaken, 
on a dark night, for a butterfly. 



6 Now for the rest of the text. You will 
want this to be smaller than the company 
name text. Scaling and spacing can be 
adjusted so there is no excuse for not 
getting things to fit right. 

While you are in WRITE mode there is 
a box displayed showing the words SCAL- 
ING and SPACING. Click on SCALING and 
a box appears on the first line of the 
lower box - Character Height. By clicking 
on the arrows at either end of the scale 
you can increase or decrease the height 
of the letters. The second line carries out 
the same function for the width of the let- 
ter. If you greatly decrease the height of 
a font, you usually will want to reduce the 
width by a similar amount - unless you 
want particularly distorted letters, of 
course. Fill In the address and telephone 
number where you think it looks best 
This time we just typed it in right across 
the top of the page. 
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Ride a Wee Collage 
Slagdale Industrial Estate 
Slagdale 
Lancashire 

lei 0225 442244 
fax 0225 446019 



7 A little experimenting 



Industrial Estate siagdair Lanrs 

Irl: 0225 4*2244 
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8 Dividing off the address 



9 Save it! 



7 You can flip back to the Layout 
screen to get an overall view of how this 
looks. Back in the Design screen you can 
try out variations. You can pick up blocks 
of text or graphics and move them 
about. Choose the Block... UNIT option 
and a box appears on screen. Place this 
over the area you want to move and click 
the right hand button to allow you to 
adjust the size. 

Once you have everything neatly 
surrounded choose F3 Copy from the 
menu and wherever you click next, the 
box will immediately move to that spot. If 
you want to move it a long way you may 
have to move the box as far as you can 
in the screen and then use the cursor 
arrows to move the screen area. 

You could have to do this several 
times in Design mode or you could just 
flick over to Layout and do it in one 
expansive gesture. 



8 Remember that you have all the 
graphics features available. In this case it 
looked better - and much cleaner - to 
divide the address off from the rest of the 
page with a simple line. 

Click on the spot you have chosen 
for one end of your line. This will place a 
small cursor cross there. Pick the LINE 
option from the menu and then click on 
the other end of the line. 

The line will appear between these 
two points. This will often not be as per- 
fectly lined up as you would want. By 
holding down the left mouse button you 
can adjust the line until you are happy 
with it. If you never get happy with it, 
click on the cross sign and start again. 

Once you are happy with the line, 
click on the tick and it is there perma- 
nently. You could also use boxes or even 
circles to highlight parts of your design in 
the same way. 



9 Once you have a layout that you are 
happy with, save it immediately. To do 
this you want to be in the Layout Screen. 
You press [f2] SaveAREA and one of those 
familiar adjustable boxes appears. 

Place the box by clicking on the cur- 
sor roughly in the middle of your design 
and then click on the right hand mouse 
button. This changes the cursor to allow 
you to 'drag' the corners of the box into 
place. 

If, like this one, your design goes 
across the top of the page, mark out a 
block that covers the whole width of the 
paper. At the very least, extend your box 
to the top left hand corner of the paper. 

This makes the saved file much eas- 
ier to place when you reload and makes 
sure that you always get a page with all 
the elements in the right place. 

Use a name you will remember - 
LETTER.MDA or INVOICE.MDA. 
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10 Matching accessories? 



1 1 Don't overdo it 

12 And stick to it 
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1 You can now go on to design each 
piece of literature in turn. Letterheads, 
compliment slips, invoices, statements, 
delivery notes or order forms - anything 
you want. Just pick the most suitable lay- 
out of the elements and add in all the 
text that doesn't change. Some amend- 
ments are quite easy. If you are quite 
satisfied with your invoice simply erase 
the word 'Invoice' and insert 'Statement'. 
Save this as STAT.MDA or something suit- 
able. Big firms often try to make obvious 
differences between invoices and state- 
ments - so that when you get a state- 
ment you realise that they are getting 
impatient for their money. Although there 
might be some design changes, it is usu- 
ally achieved by changes in the colours 
used in the design (bright red seems a 
popular colour for statements). You could 
always try using a different coloured 
paper or printer ribbon. 



11 It is a good idea to keep the number 
of fonts you use to a basic minimum. You 
can always tell the person who has just 
got a new DTP package by the fact that 
they have six fonts on the same page and 
always insist on using an Old English 
face. 

However there are times when it 
does make sense to use a different type 
face. One obvious example is the compli- 
ment slip. Nobody ever really reads the 
words 'With Compliments' so you can use 
any fancy script face you want (Here we 
used the Scribble face from the Extra 
Fonts Disc 2 - the Revenge). You could 
also try to persuade yourself that it per- 
sonalises it a bit, but no-one will believe 
you. Also remember with compliment 
slips to leave yourself plenty of open 
white space. There are more short letters 
scribbled on compliment slips than have 
ever been typed on headed paper. 



1 2 Just as important as deciding on a 
layout for your letterhead, is working out 
a style for the layout of each letter. How 
far down the page should you start? 
Where do you put the date? Do you 
indent paragraphs? Do you put a line 
between paragraphs - dozens of tiny 
details that all make up the complete 
design package. 

Having made these decisions, write 
them all down on a style sheet (with a 
few examples of how it's done). Then 
when you get someone new doing your 
word processing, you don't need to stand 
over their shoulder for the first three 
weeks saying "No, we put the address 
about three centimetres to the left of 
that." This is as important for invoices 
etc, where you want to be sure that you 
have all the correct information in the 
right places. It makes doing the books a 
thousand times easier. 
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History in the Making 

Historical novel- writing? No sweat! Or is it? Nick Vandome talks to 

two successful authors about the pleasures and pitfalls of this particular genre 





Keep an eye out for these two 
when you next go browsing: 
Palliser's The Quincunx and 
Dunnetf s Race of Scorpions 



Ever since Walter Scott wrote 
Wtiverley, looking back at the 
Jacobite Rebellion of 1745. the 
historical novel has grown 
steadily in popularity; today, book- 
shelves are filled with historical fiction 
in one form or another. It can be histori- 
cal romance in the style of Philippa 
Gregory's Widecicre, for example, nov- 
els that document social changes over a 
specific period in history - like R. F. 
Delderfield's A Horseman Riding By. It 
, can be novels based on 
actual historical events or 
figures - take the Robert 
the Bruce trilogy by Nigel 
Tranter. 

But historical 
fiction is very hard work to 
produce. Two authors who 
have overcome the hurdles 
involved are Charles 
Palliser and Dorothy 
Dunnett: although they 
write very different types 
of historical fiction, they 
both began for a similar 
reason - there were no 
more books of the type 
they liked to read: so they 
decided to write more 
themselves. In Dunnett 's 
case, this is historical 
romance sagas set in the 
16th Century. Her most 
famous example of this is 
the Lymond series of nov- 
els which features a soldier 
of fortune's escapades in 
16th Century France, 
Russia, Turkey and 
Scotland. 

Palliser has 
recently written the widely 
acclaimed The Quincunx, 
his reaction to the lack of 
new books by his favourite 
authors. Charles Dickens 
and Wilkie Collins. It is set 
in the Victorian era and 
shows the effect a mysteri- 
ous document has on one 
man. John Huffam. and the 
people around him. As well as working 
in different periods, both writers employ 
different approaches to the task of writ- 
ing about the past. Dunnett writes her 
stories in a series of six or eight books, 
each standing on its own but contribut- 
ing to the overall saga. She pays great 
attention to the detail of the period and 
is an historical writer in the traditional 



sense: she tells a story that takes places 
in the past. 

Palliser is more concerned with the 
form of the historical novel. 
"Traditionally, the historical novel 
imposes a present-day perspective on an 
earlier historical period so that the two 
periods are brought now and then into 
an interesting collision. What I was try- 
ing to do was a little more unusual: I 
would 'think' myself back to the 
Victorian period and write as if 1 was 
actually there. I think that it is important 
to imagine yourself in the period about 
which you are writing. 

"What I tried to do was use the liter- 
ary conventions of the Victorian period 
but turn them against themselves. I 
wanted it both ways: to write a novel 
which would work in Victorian terms, 
which would have a strong narrative and 
melodrama but not shy away from big 
emotional scenes. I also wanted it to 
span a wide spectrum of society. 1 also 
wanted to suggest that the Victorian 
novel was not telling the truth about its 
own society. " 

Ambitious intentions, but that is one 
thing about historical fiction - you have 
to think big and then be prepared to do 
the work to carry out your ideas. 

Far and wide 

Of all types of writing, historical fiction 
is probably the one that relies most 
heavily on research; after finding out all 
the facts, the writing itself may seem 
like a positive rest. Because of this, it is 
vital that you choose a period or histori- 
cal figure in which you are interested to 
begin with. Both Dunnett and Palliser 
admit to being addicted to the process of 
research, but they both go about it rather 
differently. Dunnett likes to gain as 
much experience of the places and 
events that she is writing about and this 
results in very detailed, 'hands-on' 
research. 

"For one book 1 went to Cyprus 
because I had to describe one great 
siege and several battles. Also, my cen- 
tral character was involved in the man- 
agement of the sugar crop, which was 
once one of the most valuable com- 
modities in the world. I had to see the 
places where it was grown and where it 
was refined and also visit the castles and 
fortifications for the battle scenes. 

I do this wherever 1 set major 
scenes because working to this kind of 
detail I don't think you can be fresh and 
convincing without actually experienc- 



ing the climate, the sounds and smells 
and the looks of a location. I am a mem- 
ber of just about every library you can 
think of and I haunt galleries and muse- 
ums everywhere: but it is abroad you 
find the foreign books and period maps 
that make all the difference." It may not 
be financially viable for every writer to 
jet off to far flung places of the world 
just to check a few facts but it does 
show that you should choose a period 
and area that you know you will be able 
to research properly. 

Skeletons in the cupboard 

For The Quincunx Palliser had a prob- 
lem in that he was trying to write about 
the seamier side of Victorian life: this 
called for much scouring of libraries and 
old records: "I was trying to research 
areas about which Victorian society was 
most reticent. We don't know very 
much about working class life or prosti- 
tution; we don't know about madhouses. 
I deliberately set out to look into a 
whole lot of areas that are actually to 
some extent a blank: 1 found it very 
difficult. My method was to make big 
sweeps over the period to pick up a lot 
of very basic things so that I wouldn't 
make very elementary mistakes. Then I 
started writing and went back and read 
up in much more detail. For instance, 
once I realised I was going to be using a 
madhouse. I then read three or four 
books about Victorian madhouses. So 
trying to get the basic groundwork laid 
was a to and fro process - much easier, I 
would imagine, than for a remoter 
period where it becomes easier to struc- 
ture the plot on some absolutely crucial 
assumption that is actually wrong." 

While doing his research for The 
Quincunx Palliser soon discovered that 
an interest in the historical period can be 
a drawback as well as an advantage. 
"Half the trouble with research for his- 
torical fiction is stopping yourself. You 
have a difficult balance between looking 
for things you need to find and always 
being open to finding something you 
hadn't expected to find." 

Use your imagination 

He fell foul of this when he was 
researching information on grave rob- 
bers and found a small diary with 
numerous enigmatic entries about the 
activities of the so-called resurrection- 
ists. He was so taken with the mystery 
of it all. that he spent several months 
investigating this whole area and ended 
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up wiih a wealth of information lor his 

own use bul no further on with his 
novel. This is a problem that has to be 
watched closely: research should not be 
used just for the sake of it: it must 
enhance the plot. 

Of course not all information in his- 
torical novels has to be based entirely 
on factual research and there is still 
plenty of scope to let your imagination 
run riot in the period of your choosing. 
Palliserdid this in his fascinating 
description of the London sewers of the 
Victorian times. 

"The passages about the sewers 
come out of about a page of documenta- 
tion from the period, and also a brief 
description of someone going down a 
sewer. People have assumed that it is all 
historically accurate but. in reality. I just 
got my imagination to work on a few 
cryptic hints. If it had all been describe. 
I wouldn't have been intrigued and 
there wouldn't have been much for me 
to do. But people make that assumption: 
an example of this was a conversation I 
had with the features editor of The 
Evening Standard who asked me to 
write a feature on the London sewers. 
He never actually asked if I had been 
into the sewers, but just assumed that I 
had an intimate knowledge of them. The 
truth is I have never been down a sewer 
in my entire life." 

Grand schemes 

This is one of the side-effects of 
researching for historical fiction; you 
may become an expert in an area of 
non-liction that you could later put to 
your literary advantage. Dorothy 



Dunnett found this when she was 
researching a novel on Macbeth. She 
became so enthralled with the subject 
(and for the record Macbeth was actu- 
ally one of the fairest and most benign 
kings in history) that she is now consid- 
ering writing a non-liction book about 
this period. 

Once all the research has been 
done, the writing can begin. Dorothy 
Dunnett has it down to a fine art and 
does her writing in a studio at the bot- 
tom of her garden, surrounded by piles 
of books, maps and dolls dressed in 
period costume. "I lay my designs 
before I begin. My device is a single 
grand scheme, containing many inter- 
locked characters, most of them histori- 
cal, divided into a series of eight sepa- 
rate books, each of which should be 
quite satisfying to read on its own. But 
through it all runs a central mystery, a 
central story which involves a core of 
about twenty people. We get to know 
them very well before the period ends. 
When they are playing their part, we see 
them almost daily and they must be 
interesting, they must be well thought 
out. they must be properly motivated. 
The central figure is on the stage all the 
time so it is even more essential to cre- 
ate someone complex and credible, but 
still unpredictable, who will react and 
change through each book. I was once 
asked why my central character is 
always a man and the answer is that if 
you want to deal with wide issues, or 
just a good fight, you arc shackled by 
history. I couldn't create a fictitious 
woman who could go where the central 
male characters go. but I can create a 



number of powerful females who alter 
events from behind the scenes, which is 
what women certainly did. 

"I think people arc drawn in by the 
depth of a story bul of course it is 
human nature as well to enjoy a puzzle. 
It is like a treasure hunt, they like fol- 
lowing clue after clue. Some people 
read my books first for the story and 
then re-read them to see how the trail 
was laid. 

In the know 

"I keep a record of all my characters - 1 
have two shoeboxes filled with index 
cards. At the moment I have 261 char- 
acters in the present series and some run 
to twenty cards each. You have to 
remember what they look like and 
which bits of the plot they are actually 
aware of. In my early days. I drafted out 
a whole elaborate scene on the premise 
that one character knew something that 
he was. in fact, entirely unaware of. I 
had to re-write the whole thing with 
someone who did know what was going 
on - luckily there was one. I've come to 
the conclusion that there are easier ways 
of writing fiction - but I do think this 
one is fun." 

Even those who are successful at it 
admit that writing historical fiction is 
hard work, time consuming and obses- 
sive. But it's also true to say that if you 
have the desire and the stamina, it can 
be a richly rewarding area (both person- 
ally and financially). And if you've got 
what it takes to actually write your best- 
seller -who knows? - you could end up 
creating a little bit of history yourself. 
Cenainly food for thought. • 



Take it 
Tudor limit 

"One problem," says 
Dunnett, "is avoiding 
areas of research 
thai other people 
have exhausted 
already. I avoid peri- 
ods and people lhal 
have been overwrit- 
ten; I don't write 
about Henry VIII or 
Ihe adult Mary, 
Queen of Scots. If 
you want to stay 
fresh ... it is an awful 
lot of work. For one 
series. I was reduced 
to reading ten vol- 
umes of military 
memoirs, in 16th 
Century French to 
find one new kind of 
trick I could use in a 
skirmish." 



If you can't beat 'em 



IT was Dorothy's husband. Alistair Dunnett. who 
first directed her towards historical novel-writ- 
ing; when she complained that there were no 
more books of the type she liked to read, he 
said. "Write your own then." And with a determi- 
nation for which she is now renowned, she went 
on to produce the six books of the Lymond 
series of historical novels; she is currently work- 
ing on the fourth book of the eight part House of 
Niccolo series. 

Dorothy has also been a professional por- 
trait painter since 1950. As you would expect 
from someone who can piece together intricate 
historical novels, she is a great organiser and 
sought after to sit on numerous committees and 
councils. She also writes the Dolly series of 
detective novels featuring Johnson Johnson. 
Perhaps there is a message here for anyone 
who claims they never have enough time to 
write. 

WHEN Charles Palliser finished The Quincunx he 
was so convinced that it would of little interest 
except to the academic world that he ordered 
60 copies for himself at the author's discount, 
just to prove to his friends that he had written a 
novel. Since then it has topped the best-seller 
lists in Britain, been adopted as the Book of the 
Month by the American Literary Guild and been 
translated into six languages. 

Massachusetts-born Palliser graduated from 




Historical novel-writer Dorothy Dunnett. 

Watch out for the next instalment in her 

House of Niccolo series 

Oxford University in 1970 with a first in English. 
After a year teaching at Huddersfield 
Polytechnic, he moved to Strathclyde University 
to teach 19th and 20th Century fiction. During 
this time he published several literary articles 



and wrote two plays, one of which toured 
Scotland in 1980, while the other was broadcast 
on Radio 4 in 1982. 

The writing of The Quincunx took a full 12 
years and weighs in at a massive 420 000 
words. Its success still suprises Palliser and he 
marvels at some of the spin-offs from it - such 
as appearing in a literary festival in Las Vegas 
with Kirk Douglas, and hearing that his novel 
had been translated into Dutch in a mere six 
months. 



NOVELS BY DOROTHY DUNNETT 

LYMOND SERIES 

Game of Kings (1961), Queen's Play (1964), The 
Disorderly Knights (1966), Pawn in Frankincense 
(1969), The Ringed Castle (1971), Checkmate 
(1975). All available in Coronet at £4.99. 

NICCOLO SERIES 

Niccolo Rising (1986), Spring of the Ram 
(1987), Race of Scorpions (1989). 
Ail available in Penguin. Niccolo Rising 
and Spring of the Ram at £4.99. 
Race of Scorpions at £5.99. 

NOVELS BY CHARLES PALLISER 

The Quincunx (1990). 



Penguin Books, £7.99. 
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_ Educational 



Fun School 3 



Pluses 

▲ Excellent graphics 
A Original ideas 
• Genuine 

educational value 

Minuses 

T Slow to load 



Ease ol use 4/5 

Documentation 4/5 

Range of features 5 5 

Challenge 5/5 



8000 Plus 

Value Verdict 18/20 
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Ready, Teddy, Go 

A teddy bears' picnic and a PCW are not quite as incongruous a pairing as you 
might suppose; Sophie Lankenau reviews a new program for the under-5s. 



Fun school 3 
£24.99 • Database 
Educational Software 
051 357 2961 

The problem with creating educational 
software for the under fives is not how 
to make something sufficiently simple 
to understand, yet constructive enough 
to assist in the learning process. It is 
rather how to hold the interest of an 
inquisitive child. 

Parents of toddlers will be all loo 
familiar with the scenario of setting 
their offspring up with his or her 
favourite toy, only to find it flung rather 
unceremoniously to the floor in disgust. 

To captivate and keep the interest of 
the very young is the task tackled by the 
authors of Fun School 3 - and the 
results are impressive. 

On booting up, a pictorial menu 
appears showing a screen from each of 
the six elements of the program. To 
select a game, all you have to do is 
press the spacebar until your choice is 
highlighted. Pressing [RETURN] sum- 
mons the game to the screen. 

The first is a counting game. The 
screen shows a field with a picnic blan- 
ket, trees, clouds and flowers. 

Teddy bear's picnic 

The star of the games in Fun School 3 is 
Teddy, a podgy little bear in a vest with 
T" on the front. It's Teddy's picnic, and 
he is running a stock-take (the national 
curriculum is obviously keen to interest 
youngsters in small business enterprises 
even at this age) as he wants you to 
count the items in and around his picnic. 

He does so by asking a question, 
which appears along the foot of the 
screen. 

He asks you to tell him how many 
of a certain item are in the picture. The 
item in question is shown in a little box 
to the left of the screen, so that it is easy 
to match it up with its equivalent around 
the picnic blanket. Correct answers 
transfer you to a different screen where 
Teddy is perched on a staircase with a 
pot of honey a few steps out of reach. 
Your skill in counting gradually enables 
Teddy to jump the steps one by one. 
until the honey is within his reach. 

The questions are simple at first, 
involving numbers below three and the 
various items are clearly separated. 
After a few questions, images become 
more interspersed and although it is still 
easy to see how many Teddys there are, 



the proliferation of cups, teapots and 
cakes makes it more demanding. 

The answers are entered by pressing 
the relevant number on the keyboard 
(which can be done by whoever is 
supervising). Wrong answers are indi- 
cated by the appearance of the correct 
one on the screen. 

Action man 

The next game is Actions, which 
involves Teddy in a variety of frenetic 
pursuits. There is a selection of activi- 
ties at the foot of the screen and you 
choose which one you would like Teddy 
to do. 

Selection is made by pressing the 
spacebar until the activity you want is 
highlighted, and then pressing 
[RETURN]. Initially, you choose from a 
selection of about five; juggling, eating, 
sleeping, listening and playing, for 
example. The options change as you 
play, with each new action replacing the 
last. 

This is perhaps the most amus- 
ing of the six games, simply 
because the excellent graphics make 
Teddy's movements so accurate. 

You can also have fun making 
him go from, say, dancing to sleep- 
ing (where you see him lying flat on 
his back with his little tummy heav- 
ing up and down), very quickly and 
then back again. 

The point of the game, clearly, 
is to ask the player to associate 
verbs with the actions they describe. 
Changing levels (by pressing the 
[PASTE] key) extends the actions 
on offer, together and reverses the 
line of questioning. 

First of all you choose an activ- 
ity for Teddy, and then you are 
asked 'What is Teddy doing?' 
Meanwhile, the actions selection 
has changed, and you have to rese- 
lect the action being carried out. 
Successful selection produces an 
addition to Teddy's house, which is 
being constructed in the back- 
ground. 

Letters is another kind of 
matching game, this time based at 
the 'alphabet fairground". The 
objective is to match up the letter 
shown with a selection from the 
bottom of the screen. Success even- 
tually earns Teddy an ice cream. 

The game entitled 'Matching' is 
a shape matching exercise, which 
involves more shapes the higher the 



level. It results in money falling into 
Teddy's piggy bank. 

Artistic impressions 

Gallery shows paintings on a wall, with 
empty title spaces. The relevant words 
are underneath the row of pictures, and 
spacebar manoeuvring matches the 
image with its title. There is more on the 
picture theme in 'Painting'. This simply 
involves adding various objects to a 
farmyard scene. You can select colours, 
obviously a feature denied to the PCW 
player, but levels of grey shading are 
offered as a compromise. The com- 
pleted painting results in the final ele- 
ment, a tractor, driving off the screen. 
'Fun School' is a title more than 
appropriate for this package. Not only is 
it easy to use and excellently illustrated, 
it is also a good introduction for pre- 
school youngsters to the kind of tasks 
waiting for them in the classroom in the 
years to come. 



In graphic detail 




Actions, Level 1 : Teddy's range of available 
actions change and expand as you progress 




Letters: just match the letter in the large box by 
selecting it from the display underneath 



DISCOUNT SOFTWARE 

FOR THE PCW 8256, 8512 & 9512 



WORD PROCESSING 



Please stale which PCW model. All 

Locomotive products are for use with 

LocoScript 2 only unless otherwise slated 

LocoScript 2 24.95 

LocoSpell 19.95 

LocoMail 24.95 

LocoMail (for LocoScript I) 9.95 

LocoFile 27.95 

LocoScript 2 and LocoFile 36.95 

LocoScript 2 and LocoSpell 31.95 

LocoMail and LocoFile 41.95 

LocoFont (I and 2) 24.95 

LocoFont 24 (Text/Display) 24.95 

Standard Printer Drivers Disc 16.95 

24 Pin Primer Drivers Disc 19.95 

9512 Printwheels Disc 12.95 

3" Thesaurus (for LocoFile) 14.95 

Supertype 2 (fonts program) 12.95 



PROTEXT PCW 

The fast alternative to LocoScript, 

with Mail Merge and Spell Checker. 

£37.95 



DATABASES 



Masterfile 8000 31.95 

AlLastPlus 24.95 

Comix Card Index (state model) 19.95 

Minerva First Base 19.95 



BUSINESS & FINANCIAL 



MONEY MANAGER PCW 

The best selling finance package 

for small business or personal use 

£31.95 



Comix Simple Accounts 2 45.95 

Comix Invoicing 31.95 

Comix Job Estimator 55.95 

full specifications available on request 

Stockmarket 2 34.95 

Cracker 2 Turbo, spreadsheet 35.95 

System 3 (by Digita) 33.95 



SUPERCALC 2 

£39.95 



PROGRAMMING 



Amor C 35.95 

HisoftC 35.95 

Nevada COBOL 35.95 

Pascal 80 35.95 

Devpac 80 35.95 

Maxam 2 35.95 

HiSoft Forth 35.95 



PRO-SCAN 

At last a high quality scanner for all 

PCWs. Based on a 400 dpi hand held 

scanner & offering 4 scanning modes this 

is the ideal partner for MicroDesign 2. 

£179.00 



MICRO DESIGN 2 

The best DTP program available for the 

PCW. Drives 9 pin, 24 pin and even 
Laser printers for top quality documents. 
software only £39.95 
with AMX Mouse £84.95 



D.T.P. AND GRAPHICS I EDUCATIONAL & TUTORIAL 



Fpreign Languages, by Kosmos 

French Mistress ( 1 2 to adult) 15.95 

German Master ( 1 2 to adult) 15.95 

Spanish Tutor ( 12 to adult) 15.95 

Italian Tutor ( 1 2 to adult) 1 5.95 

DGC Software Range 

Junior Playtime (4 to 8 years) 10.95 

Schools Out (7 to 14) 10.95 

Ultimate Sums (5 to 15) 10.95 

Ultimate Quiz 10.95 

Others 

lansyst Crash Course 1 8.95 

Iansyst Two Finger Conversion 18.95 

Crash Course is aimed ai the novice rypisi. and teaches 

'correct' typing from the outlet. Two Fingers is for more 

experienced keyboard users, and gradually coaxes you 

into using all of vour fingers on the right keys ' 

Perfect Touch, (by Digita) ..19.95 

Clock Chess 89 14.95 

Colossus Bridge 4 13.95 

Comp Home Entertainment Centre 14.95 

Cross-Grid 10.95 

Graham Gooch Test Cricket 14.95 

Head Coach v3 13.95 

Lancelot 14.95 

Tomahawk 14.95 

Time and Magik 10.95 

Dust Covers 

8256/8512, 3 piece 9.95 

9512 (w/out sheetfeeder). 3 pc 10.95 

9512. inc sheetfeeder, 3 pc 12.95 

Ribbons 

8256/8512, 14 metre fabric each 3.95 

two for 7.00 
95 12 continuous fabric each 2.95 

two for 5.00 
9512 Amstrad branded Film each 3.95 

five for 17.95 

1 2 for 39.95 



Mouse and Interface 47.50 

Desktop Publisher and Mouse 59.95 

Stop Press 34.95 

Stop Press and Mouse 69.95 

MasterScan 54.95 

MasterScan and MasterPaint 59.95 

MasterScan, Paint, and Mouse 99.95 

MasterScan is for 8256 & 8512 only. 
It is a good value scanner for digitising 

hold black and white line drawings. 
Please call for advice before ordering. 



CF2 DISCS 



10 



Artisoft 
Maxell 



12.00 

11.00 



21.95 
19.95 



MISCELLANEOUS 



MINI OFFICE PROFESSIONAL 

complete suite of Word Processor, 

Comms, Spreadsheet (includes 

Graphics) and Database programs, 

manual and John Hughes' All In One 

Mini Office Book 

£25.95 



PCW UPGRADES 



Internal 256k Memory for 8256 24.95 

Amstrad FD2 700k 3" Disc Drive 89.95 

Amstrad FD4 9512 second drive 99.95 

SCA 5 1 2k Rampack for all PCWs 1 1 3.85 

SCA 768k Rampack for 8256 136.85 

Flipper 2 Plus requires 512k 29.95 



FITTING SERVICE 

Interested in upgrading your 8256 but don't 

fancy DIY? We can now offer a fitting 

service on FD2 disc drives and internal 

memory expansions for the 8256, 

including collection, fitting, testing and 

return to you by courier within seven 

working days. 

FITTING SERVICE.. ..E35.00 

Price applies to fitting either FD2, 
memory expansion, or both if done at the 
same time. Please call for further details. 



PRINTERS 



All of the following printers are supplied with the necessary 
cable for your 9512, If you have an 8256 or 85 12 you will 
need a suitable interface, such as the SCA Professional at 
£49.95. A suitable cable will then be supplied to fit this. 
We are happy to give our advice on printers. Please call any 
of the numbers shown below during normal office hours, ' 

9 Pin Printers 

STAR LC-I0 Mark One 169.95 

STAR LC-10 Mark Two 189.95 

STARLC200 219.95 

24 Pin Printers 

STAR LC24-200 269.95 

PANASONIC KXP-1 124 259.95 

STAR LC24-200 COLOUR 299.95 



INTERFACES 

SCA PROFESSIONAL £49.95 

SCA PRO PLUS £59.95 



WE 

HAVE 

MOVED!! 



Overseas orders welcomed-please write for details 

WE ARE NOW IN OUR SEVENTH YEAR OF SPECIALISING IN AMSTRAD SOFTWARE AND EQUIPMENT. OUR POLICY IS TO 

PROVIDE A WIDE RANGE OF PRODUCTS. AT DISCOUNT PRICES, WITH A FAST "TURN AROUND" TIME FOR ORDERS. 

CALLERS WELCOME: 9.30 TO 5.30, MONDAY TO SATURDAY 

PLEASE SEND CHEQUES OR POSTAL ORDERS TO: 

M.J.C. SUPPLIES (pls) 

2 THE ARCHES, ICKNIELD WAY, LETCHWORTH, HERTS, SG6 1UJ 

CREDIT CARD ORDERS AND ENQUIRIES ON: I VISA 

(0462)48.11.66 

(6 LINES) Proprietor: MJ Cooper. 



Upright Citizen 

Quality output at a budget price? No, we're certainly not kidding. Alec Rae 
takes the 124D, Citizen's brand new 24-pin printer for a quick dip 




Optional 
extras 

Citizen can offer 
you a memory 
upgrade for £12 
which will boost 
your memory from 
8k to 32k. This is 
useful for down- 
loading fonts 
(allowing the 
printer to use PCW 
fonts). It is possible 
to download up to 
239 characters. 
Printer ribbons 
for the Citizen 
won't break the 
bank either - al just 
£4.50 a go. 
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Citizen's 124D, claimed by its makers to be 'the lowest-priced 24-pin printer on the 

market today.' As well as an improved quality ol 24-pin printing, the machine offers a 

very sophisticated range ol leatures 



Using the keypad 

You can control many of the functions of the 
Citizen 124D from the four keys in the control 
pad. Three have a double function depending 
on whether the top switch is On-line (ready to 
take data from your computer for the printer) 
or Off-line (ready to take instructions from the 
control pad. 

For instance, the bottom key allows you 
to flick through the various fonts when the 
machine is Off-line or toggles between quiet 
and normal printing when On-line. 

On-line, the middle two keys allow you to 
move the paper up and down. Off-line, the Park 
Load key allows you to switch from continuous 
paper to load single sheets. LF/FF moves the 
paper on by a line or by a page. 
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Citizen 124D 
E279 • Citizen 
0895 72621 



When printer manufacturers Citizen 
came up with a £279 24-pin printer, 
there was an immediate assumption that 
this would be of real interest to PCW 
owners. It isn't that PCW owners are. 
by definition, cheapskates. It's just that 
many of them are now looking for better 
output from their computers - especially 
now that many machines are getting 
older and the original printers arc begin- 
ning to show signs of age. One of the 
greatest blessings - and one of the great- 
est limitations - of the PCW is its 'bun- 
dled' printer. For the cost of less than 
most computers. Amstrad offer both a 
monitor and a printer. 

For 95 1 2 owners, the output is quite 
acceptable for text, but there is no 
chance of producing graphics. The 8000 
series owner can handle graphics, on the 
other hand, but the text output isn't 
really up to the standards required for 
professional business use. 

For both models, the 24-pin printer 
is the obvious compromise. Like the 
standard 8000 series printer, the Citizen 
1 24D is a dot matrix printer. The big 
difference is that instead of having a 
row of nine pins in the print head, the 
Citizen has 24 - two rows of 12. 

Letters and graphics are created just 
like photographs in a newspaper - in a 
scries of thousands of little dots. The 
computer works out where the dots 
should go and raises the correct arrange- 
ment of pins on the print-head. 

By using so many more pins, the 
24-pin machine can obviously create far 
more complex graphics. And it can give 
text the nicely rounded look of a daisy- 
wheel or laser printer by filling in the 
gaps in the 'stepping' - the ragged edge 
sometimes seen in the curves in some 
letters. 

The need for speed 

Admittedly in the bigger sizes of text 
(the quadruple height and width, espe- 
cially) there is quite obvious 'stepping' 
on the 1 24D. But it is all comparative. 
The normal letter quality text is beauti- 
fully rounded and almost indistinguish- 
able from daisy wheel printing without 
an eye-glass. And you probably 
wouldn't attempt quadruple size text 
with the standard 8000 series printer. 






Al the same time as improving the qual- 
ity, the 24-pin format can greatly 
increase the speed. By having so many 
pins, the 124D can manage with one 
pass what the standard printer needs 
two passes to achieve. 

This is limited by the software you 
use. With many graphics packages, the 
speed tends to be limited more by the 
speed at which the computer 'thinks' 
than the capabilities of the printer. But 
when it comes to text, the 24-pin formal 
can make a real difference. The two 
Near Letter Quality fonts provided are 
printed in one pass of the printer and yet 
are far more solid and rounded than the 
8000 series printer can manage. 

By the same token, the draft quality 
printout of the 124D is also far more 
solid than the draft quality of the 8000 
series printer. It almost reaches the stan- 
dard of the high quality mode in the 
8000 series. 

Faster than a speeding bullet 

But this is not the only improvement. 
For example, a considerable saving can 
by achieved by the simple fact that the 
124D can print in both directions. 

If you have ever watched the 8000 
series printer in Near Letter Quality 
mode, you will have noticed that it 
always prints from left to right - com- 
ing back to the beginning of the line for 
each pass. 

The 1 24D prints from both sides, 
the way the PCW printer does in draft 
mode. This means that valuable seconds 
are not lost in the pointless task of gel- 
ting the printer head to the correct start- 
ing position. 

The results (printed overleaf) are 
easily seen. The makers claim that the 
124D can achieve, under ideal condi- 
tions. 120 characters per second in draft 
mode and 40 characters per second in 
NLQ. When you look at the results of 
the time trials (see our chart above and 
to the right ) the comparison with the 
8000 series dot matrix is nothing short 
of spectacular. Based on printing a 500 
word document (a good page of single 
space printing) the 124D took around a 
third of the time of the the PCW printer 
to produce a NLQ printout. 

Comparing the 1 24D draft text with 
the PCW letter quality print (and. as 
previously said, they are quite compara- 
ble) the 24 pin printer took less than a 
sixth of the time of the PCW printer. 
Very impressive. 

Naturally, with all those pins hitting 
the paper al the same time there is a fair 
amount of noise being generated. As the 
8000 Plus budget does not extend to 
decibel metres, we had to resort to the 
time-honouredHMV noise test (pointing 
your ear at the printer and lilting your 
head like the dog on the record cover). 

This proved, scientifically and con- 
clusively, that the 124D was quite noisy, 
though probably not as noisy as either 
the 8000 or the 9000 series printers. But 
for those of a delicate disposition, the 
124 is fitted with a Quiet printing mode. 

This simply means that the printer 
lakes two passes to print a line - fewer 



pins banging on the paper means less 
noise. It is probably quieter than the 
normal printing, but to anyone who has 
sat through a Deep Purple concert the 
difference was minimal. One advantage 
is that you can switch to quiet mode 
while printing - to answer the 
telephone, for example, or if you sud- 
denly discover you have a headache. 

Whal is perhaps more significant is 
that, by taking two passes, it is twice as 
slow. And yet it was still significantly 
quicker than the 8000 series printer. 

Look - one hand! 

And there are further time savings to be 
made by the ease of operation. The pro- 
cess of loading paper in the 124D is 
greatly improved by the inclusion of a 
manual sheerfeeder. 

Sliding guides ensure that the paper 
always drops into the machine at the 
correct position and al the correct angle. 



The automatic paper feed does the rest, 
placing the paper in exactly the right 
position in mere seconds. You can load 
a page with one hand (well, two fingers 
to be accurate) - without all the jug- 
gling and adjusting normally associated 
with PCW printers. 

The manual sheetfeeder is quoted at 
£40, perhaps on the pricey side for a 
bottom of the range machine. But it 
works so well that it is probably worth 
the investment. 

You can, of course, load cut sheets 
(ie, not 11" continuous) manually with- 
out major problems, and the continous 
paper tractor is built in. a supremely 
sensible idea (well, how many times 
have you lost your paper feeder?). 

Citizen also offer an £84 automatic 
cut sheetfeeder. which sounds a great 
idea, although we did not have the 
opportunity to test it. 
(Continued on page 49) 



Time trials on a 500-word document 

PCW 8000 CITIZEN 



LocoScript letter quality 
Protext letter quality 
Protext letter quality (quiet) 
Protext draft 
Micro Design graphics 



3 mins 25 sees 1 min 13 sees 

3 mins 37 sees 1 min 17 sees 

2 mins 23 sees 

58 sees 33 sees 

6 mins 32 sees 5 mins 42 sees 



Budget 24-Pin 

Steady on 
the pins 

Citizen have brought 
out this model at u 
time when all the 
forecasts are that the 
24 pin printer mar- 
ket "ill he a major 
growth area. It has 
been predicted that 
there will be a 18.5 
per cent increase in 
the sale of 24 pin 
printers in 1990 and 
that 411 percent of 
these will be al the 
cheaper end of the 
market. 

Star burst 

The natal charts 
printed overleaf 
are from the pro- 
gram Personal 
Computer 
Aslrologj bj 
Kleclric Kphemeris 
HI7I 700 0666), 396 
Caledonian Koad. 
London M IDN- 
and costs £99 incl. 

VAT. 



Passing the test 
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The first thing an 8000 Plus 
reviewer looks for on any 
printer is the little button on 
the front with TEST written on 
ft. By pressing this button, 
(even when the machine is not 
linked up to a computer) you 
can have a print out of all the 
fonts available to the printer. 
This does two things: 

a) It proves that the machine is 
working and the only reason it 
wont print anything is because 
you haven't set ft up right and 

b) ft gives you a list of all the 
fonts and you don't need to 
look for any more. 

The first glance at the 
Citizen 124D is therefore a lit- 
tle nerve wracking when you 
discover there is no little but- 
ton that says "TEST on it. 

This means that immedi- 
ately the reviewer has to con- 
template the unthinkable and 
read the manual. As very few 
printer manuals have been 
short-listed for the Booker 
prize, this is usually not recommended. 

Admittedly the Citizen manual is better than 
average. Anyone who has curled up in front of a 
roaring log fire with a good printer manual will 
know this is not saying very much but, at least, this 
one is written in English, does not assume a degree 
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in Computer Science and has 
a reasonable index, 
ft therefore does not take too 
long to discover that the same 
tests can be achieved by load- 
ing the paper, switching the 
machine off and switching ft 
back on again while holding 
down the fourth button 
(FONT). This prints out the 
fonts in all the sizes available. 

By carrying out the same 
exercise while holding down 
the third button (LF/FF) you 
get a complete print out of all 
the characters available in the 
font chosen at that moment. 

And by doing the same thing 
while holding down the second 
button (Park /Load) you can 
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The Citizen 124D 'test': this shows all the 

fonts (and their sizes) and all ol the 

characters available In each font. 



try to fathom out the inpene- 
trable mysteries of the DIP 
switches (see The Little Dipper 
margin note.) 
As these features are only 
really useful when setting up the printer (when you 
have the manual in front of you) ft seems reason- 
able to do without the 'TEST button to cut costs in 
an economy version machine - even if such an 
ommission could run the risk of inconveniencing 
the odd-80O0 Plus reviewer somewhat. 
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Budget 24-Pin 



A day in the life of the Citizen 124D 






Micro Design 



Here we have a Micro Design-produced image which has 
been printed out first on the native 8000 printer and then 
on the Citizen 124D. 

As you can, no doubt, see from the second printout, 
the 124D printed this heavy half-tone image much darker 
than on the native 9-pin dot matrix. This is because where 
the machine perceives there to be a lot of shading, the 
availability of more pins means that the pixels can be 
placed more closely together, resulting In a much darker 
printout 

It was also noticeable that the time-savings in printing 
graphics were substantially less than text: 5 minutes and 
42 seconds on the Citizen as opposed to 6 minutes and 
32 seconds on the 9-pin. 





Electric 
Ephemeris 

Again, the native 9-pin 
dot matrix printout is on 
the left and the Citizen 
offering is on the right. 

On the second natal 
chart, there is a certain 
amount of 'vertical stretch- 
ing'. This distortion on the 
y-axis always occurs when 
printing graphics on a 
higher resolution printer - 
unless, as is the case with 
our llama above, specific 
24-pin printer drivers have 
been written for the pro- 
gram concerned. 



Fonts 

It's not until you come to 
text-handling that the 
benefits of the printer can 
truly be seen. Here we 
have NLQ and draft 
printouts on first the 
9-pin, then the 24-pin. 
There's little difference 
between the draft 24-pin 
and the NLQ 9-pin 
versions. In the second 
two printouts, we have the 
Citizen's Roman font 
displayed first in plain, 
then in bold, italics, 
superscript, underlined, 
enlarged and finally 
proportionally spaced 
faces. The results are, 
we're sure you'll agree, 
very impressive indeed. 
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Seeing it in print 



The 124D will make a slab al working 
with a wide variety of software. It 
worked, without major hitches, with all 
of the software we tested it with; we 
were particularly impressed with its 
text-handling capabilites. 

There was a tendency with graph- 
ics for the 124D to distort some images 
and with MicroDesign 2, it was 
inclined to make the pictures much 
darker than the PCW printer did; then 
again, this is probably just a matter of 
trial and error to get it right. It was also 
noticeable that the time savings in 
printing graphics were substantially 
less than text. 

The ability to work with most soft- 
ware is largely because the 124D has 
an Epson emulation. This is computer 
talk for "It can pretend to be an Epson 
printer." Emulations are particularly 
handy when you bring out a new 
printer. By pretending to be another, 
well-established printer you don't need 
programs modified or printer drivers 
specially written to run old software. 

Programmed for success 

The Epson emulation is particularly 
handy as the PCW printer also pretends 
to be an Epson, so most software 
should run without problems. But, just 
in case you should want to link it up to 
olher computers, the 124D can also 
pretend to be the IBM Proprinter or an 
IBM graphics printer. Most of the older 
software available does not use printer 
drivers (those clever little files that tell 
a printer what codes a program is going 
to use). But those that do, do not pose a 
major problem. 

Pretext was easily-adapted using 
SETPRINT.COM. This allows you to 
alter any of the settings in your printer 
driver and is great fun to explore. Once 
you are in Protext, just type SET- 
PRINT and a menu will appear. 

Choose number one Set printer 
options and cursor down until the 
word internal is highlighted. Then 
press the left cursor button and you 
will have all the options presented in 
turn. Stop at the parallel option and 
press [STOP]. Press number seven 
(Save options) and choose a suitable 
name for the new printer driver (why 
not PAR(short for Centronics).PTR and 
save it to your Protext start-up disc. 

Exit back to Protext and then type 
in Printer Par and, after that, every- 
thing you print will come out on the 
124D. During our testing, the PCW 
printer driver worked perfectly on the 
I24D, although if any small quirk did 
appear, all the information to put it 
right is available in the 124D manual. 
This information would also allow you 
to write printer drivers for other pro- 
grams if necessary. 

LocoScript does cause a few more 



problems. Essentially. LocoScript 1 
just cannot be persuaded to work with 
anything other than the standard 
printer. 

New versions of LocoScript 2 have 
just been produced to cater for all sorts 
of 24-pin printers but a simple compro- 
mise is just to copy INSTALL.DRV 
and all the files for LQ2500 (the Epson 
printer driver) into group on your 
start of day disc. This includes 
LQ2500.PRI and three files starting 
LQ2500J 

These are all be transferred to 
group in M drive when you start up. 
Once loaded, you can choose the 
LQ2500 option in Settings [f'6| and 
follow through the options. Remember 
to pick CPS parallel in the printer 
options menu. Then save the SET- 
T1NGS.STD to get it loaded every time 
you use LocoScript. When printing out 
an existing file, you press [PTR1 and 
|f5] Printer to pick the correct printer 
driver. Probably other printer drivers 
work but we certainly know that 
LQ2500 causes no major problems. 

Pick a font - any font 

The fun of having an external printer is 
that it usually offers you different 
fonts. The I24D has two well known 
favourites - Roman and Courier. 

Roman is a seraphed face (.little 
blobs to mark the ends of the letters), 
quite similar to the PCW typeface, 
although there are differences other 
than the smooth edges and solid print 
of the 124D version. 

Courier is another seraphed face, 
probably best known as the standard 
type-writer face. This might be consid- 
ered a mistake. If you have invested in 
a computer and a 24-pin printer, you 
probably won't want your letters to be 
mistaken for the output from a tatty old 
type writer. A sans face (one without 
seraphs) might have been more distinc- 
tive. 

Admittedly, the draft face has no 
seraph and is of a reasonable standard, 
although whether you would be happy 
to use it for final copy is debatable. 
All the faces come in condensed, italic, 
underlined, subscript and superscript 
(in effect half size), and double and 
quadruple height and width. It can han- 
dle proportional spacing without prob- 
lems and there is even the option for 
reversed type (white on black) 
although that could probably go 
through ribbons pretty quickly. 
Obviously you can change fonts and 
sizes through the software. But, like 
most external printers, the 1 24D also 
allows you to change fonts manually 
on the printer. By clicking the FONTS 
button, while the printer is OFF LINE 
(not able to print) the three font options 
are presented. 



(Continued from page 47) 

Be careful, however, when choosing 
your printer cable; it must have a male 
parallel fitting (sometimes known as 
Centronics to its friends) at both ends. 
Most printer cables in computer shops 
are for IBM compatible PCs and are not 
suitable. 

These physically link up the printer 
to your PCW. The cable fits into the 
side of printer and into the lower fitting 
on the RS232. 

Making the link 

However, anyone who has dabbled with 
external printers will know that physi- 
cally linking the PCW and printer is, by 
far. the easiest task. Getting the PCW to 
run the printer is often heart-breaking. 

Making the printer produce some- 
thing for you is remarkably simple (this 
should work for most external printers, 
by the way. Not just the 124D). 

All you need is an ASCII text file 
(you can easily produce that in 
LocoScript or any word processor. See 
the manuals) and the utilities 
DEVICE.COM and the ever-faithful 
PIP.COM. which you find in any good 
CP/M utilities disc. 

With the correct disc in the drive, 
type DEVICE and the screen will fill 
with all manner of fascinating informa- 
tion - such as CONIN:=CRT and 
CONOUT:=CRT. Ignore all that. What 
you are interested in is the last line 
which states, rather cryptically, 
LST:=LPT. This is archaic computerese 
which literally translated means your 
"listing device" is the "line printer". In 
English it means when you print any- 
thing it comes out on the PCW printer. 

It then politely asks you if you want 
to change anything. Along the top you 
will see the list of options CRT. NONE, 
IO etc. The one you are looking for is 
CEN short for 'Parallel' (well, to be 
strictly accurate it's short for Centronics 
but they mean the same thing). Just type 
in LST:=CEN and, thereafter, anything 
that is printed will go to the external 
printer instead. 

It will stay like this until you 
change it back (DEVICE LST:=LPT) or 
until you switch off. So if you are using 
an external printer all the time it is sen- 
sible to add DEVICE.COM to you start 
of day disc and include a line with 
DEVICE LST:=CEN in your PRO- 
FILE.SUB. This will automatically set 
up the computer to use the external 
printer every lime you start Up. 

All you then have to do is place the 
disc with PIP.COM and the ASCII file 
("I have one here that I prepared earlier, 
which I have happened to call 
TEST.TXT") in the disc drive and type 
in the sequence PIP LST;=TEST.TXT 
(or whatever the file is called). 
Assuming the printer is on line (with the 
124D press the top button (ON LINE) 
until the green light goes off), the file 
will be printed before your very eyes. • 



The little 
dipper 

By far the most 
obscure feature of 
any printer is the 
DIP switch panel. 
For the I24D this is 
contained in two 
banks of tiny 
switches found 
under the cover just 
above where the 
printer cable is 
inserted. 

These simply 
allow you to change 
the default settings 
of the printer. 
Should you want to 
change the character 
pitch to 12 charac- 
ters per inch instead 
of the standard 10 
characters per inch, 
you would flick on 
the fourth switch on 
the first bank. 

To change from 
the Epson to the 
IBM emulation you 
would flick on the 
first snitch on the 
first bank. The man- 
ual explains all the 
options. The stan- 
dard settings are all 
quite reasonable; 
you can probably get 
away with leaving 
them alone. 



Citizen 1 24D 
value verdict 



Piuses 

▲ Much (aster than 
the PCW printer 

A Good value lor a 24 
pin printer 

A Can handle most 
PCW software 



Minuses 

▼ Some problems 
with graphics 

T Could have had a 
sans serif letter 
quality font 



Ease of use 4/5 

Documentation 4/5 

Features 5/5 

Performance 4/5 

8000 Plus 

Value Verdict 17/20 
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BRITISH GAS • HANSON • SOCK SHOP • NEXT 



¥3 



IGNORANT OR NEGLIGENT? 

If you own or invest in shares, ask yourself honestly, do you..., 

Consistently buy and sell shares profitably? 

Monitor share price charts on a daily basis? 

Agree that timing and selection are essential? 

Consider PE ratios, result dates and Yields? 

Account for Press comment and Stockbroker tips? 

Believe thatp redictive algorithms really help? 

Want maximum gain from an in vestment portfolio? 
We do. Stockmarket professionals designed the algorithms for us, 
lecturers from two leading establishments wrote the code; 

MARKET MERLIN FOR AMSTRADS AT £29.95 INCLUSIVE. 

BURNCASTLE ^ 0T information and immediate 

I Tn despatch contact Helen Hodges: 

LIU 30 Gordon Road, Emsworth, 

EST. 1 978 PO10 8AZ Tel: (0243) 374279 



ROLLS ROYCE • ICI • LONRHO • REUTERS 




8256 and 8512 PCW OWNERS-SOFTWARE DIRECT FROM 
AUTHOR -LEAVE OUT THE MIDDLE MEN-SAVE £££'S 



JUMBO A«B Drive formal 

Over 900 files on one disc) The 
answer lo your prayers Gives 
you the necessary into on 8ASIC 
keywords. The tool that needs no 
manual Can be used during 
prosrammins with direct access 
to the keyword. Once used 
never put down An invaluable 
aid to every PCW programmer 

..£7.50.. 



NIBBLER A Drive Formal 

The programming aid that can 
change variable names of any 
type. Saves you having to go 
through your program line by 
line. Increases memory space 
available to your program. 
Manual and Auto Modes. 
Another tool that will keep the 
midnrght oil burning 

..£5.00.. 



PANDA A Drive format 

A must for discerning PC* 
programmers. PANDA enables 
you to quickly design screen 
layouts. It takes the back-ache 
out of writing routines to print 
menus, charts, logos. Your 
programming skills can be put to 

better usel Uses too 

numerous to mention here 

..£6.50.. 



BIT-BY-BIT A Drive Format 

iWell, this gem realty is an easy to 
luse graphic designer You can 
create new graphics to you hearts 
content. This Program WRITES your 
own UDG program which >ou can 
change or modify as you wish. You 
can create 955 on screen UDG Test 
characters View in both reverse 
and normal video. 

..£6.00.. 



••SOFTWARE DIRECT FROM THE AUTHOR- 
HOW TO ORDER:- Hand a blank unformatted disc to a friend 
partner or relative Tell them it's very urgent and must be sent 
without delay as you have no time -too busy with programming 
your PCW. Ensure correct details are sent to us as requested 
with your Cheque or PO made payable to - 

GOLDEN KEYS 



SPECIFY PROGRAM NAME(S)ON 

ORDER INCLUDE DISC(S) WITH ORDER. 

SrCCIfy PCW AND No Of DRIVES 

ANY QUERIES ask for Brian Glbbs 

Tel: 0736 50488 Fax: 0736 S0488 



16TremaineClose, 
Heamoore. Penzance. 
Cornwall. TR1 8 3QR 



LINDEX -an ideal gift at only £9.50 incl |j DATA - ACCESS 

^ TEL: 0554 ■ 771977 



Invaluable In keeping track of all those LocoScript files! Creates list of 

file names with size and Indication of contents drawn from LocoScript's 

"Identity Text" facility. Output to screen, and optionally to printer or 

text file. Runs on all PCW computers. Very easy to Install and 

use with clear Instructions supplied. 

'Simple, well-crafted program' - Dec 89 8000 PLUS 

Super-LINDEX - more features & still only £14.95! 

With all LINDEX features plus: 

Output file which can be read Into a database like LocoFile 

Disc drives A: to P: can be read, and disc name (if given) 

CP/M mode (16 groups) useful for PROTEXT users. 

'Very Impressive' - July 90 APCW 

*LocoScript PC usersl LINDEX now available for your PC - send for details* 
470 Leeds Road. Thackley. BRADFORD BD10 9AA (Tel 0274) 613300) 



PCWDRAW 

* A full function drafting program. 

* Produces clear drawings on your PCW. 

* Draws lines, circles ellipses, arcs and rectangles. 

* Freehand sketching with Zoom facilities. 

* Twenty FILL patterns. 

* Saves items, details, windows and screens. 

* Adds different sized TEXT, vertically and horizontally. 

* Supports KEMPSTON and AMX mouse. 

* Portrait and landscape printouts. 

* Can be used with 24 pin printer for extra clarity. 

Price £39.95 

The improvements raise it from the adequate to the extremely useful." 8000PLUS 

DESIGNER -for knitting, embroidery... 

* For designers of knitwear, embroidery, rugs, mosaics and 

any craft that normally would use squared paper. 

* Program presents, in effect, large sheet with up to 

308 x 292 squares. 

* Up to 8 colours / stitches / textures etc. 

* Graphical and Listing printouts. 

* Editing facilities include Copy, Fill, Move. 

* Save and Load "motifs" - build your own library. 

Price £19.95 

PATTERN PUZZLES 

* A suite of five mind tormenting puzzles. 

* Set level from trivial to brain-storming. 

* Random starts mean puzzles rarely repeat. 

* Challenge your friends - a league table can be set up. 

Price £11.50 

'Computer gamesters with little patience will probably be driven mad. . but dedicated 
problem solvers ... wm no doubt be delighted to accept the challenge ." APCW 

"Pattern Puzzles will appeal to those of our readers who enjoy brief breaks from their 
workload but also like to feel that they are using their brains." 8000Plus 

Prices include VAT, P&P Cash with order 



HTB COMPUTERS LTD. 

Broadwater House, Broadwater Road, Romsey, Hants. S051 8GT 
Tel: 0794 - 516279 



Printer Ribbon Re-Inking Service 

Have your FABRIC printer ribbon fully re-inked by the experts 
and save £££'s. Send your used FABRIC PCW ribbons plus 
payment. 
Price £1.90 per ribbon. We will even pay postage 
both ways on your first order 
Send ribbon(s) plus payment tor- 
Data Access (Dept 8+) FREEPOST, 
LLANELLI, DYFED, SA15 2ZZ (no stamp required) 
»Ribbon re-inkers to Educational & Local Authorities« 
(Special prices 1" Industrial - Commercial ribbons) 

(Unit U. LEC 100 Trostre Road. Llanelli - Oyled SA 15 2Efi.) 
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Oxford 

Microsystems 



Moving from 
PCW to PC? 

For the best deal phone 
Oxford Microsystems on 

(0865) 57246 
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1 Juxon Street, 

Oxford OX2 6DL 

Tel: +44 865 57246 

Fax: +44 865 52918 

Tlx: 94081144 Oxont G 

CixxxxxxxxxixxxixxxxixxxiiJ 



Club Guide _ 



- 




With such a variety of software for 
the PCWcurrently on the market, 
learning how to get the best out of 
your machine can often seem to be a 
daunting treck through poorly-writ- 
ten manuals and stodgy jargon. 

There are many options for the 
would-be LocoScript, CP/M or 
BASIC expert. Go into any major 
bookshop and you will find a healthy 
selection of manuals and handbooks 
on the many applications for the 
PCW. However, one of the best ways 

Clubs 

Ground Floor User Group 

Holme Street. Hebden Bridge 

West Yorkshire 

Enquiries: Jae Campbell 0422 844991 

Retford PCW User Group 

14 Machin Close, Tuxford, Nr Newark 
Notlinghamshire NG22 OJZ 
Enquiries: Paul Tew 0777 870038 

CP/M and MS DOS User's Group 

43 Birkbcck Road. Wimbledon. 

LondonSWI9 8NZ 

Enquiries: David Nesbitt 081 543 0824 

Hampshire PCW User's Group 

Personal Computers 

Unit. Cable Street, Northam, 

Southampton 

(address for meetings only) 

Enquiries: Paul Day (at the address 

above) 

Hereford Computer Club 

18 Church Street. Hereford 

Herefordshire HR1 2LR 

Enquiries: David Rose 0432 267213 

Teesside Amstrad User Group 

8 Knayton Grove. Greenvale. 

Stockton-on-Tees. Cleveland 

TS19 7RW 

Enquiries: Gladys Baker 0642 580018 

M25 User Group 

58 Islip Gardens. Northolt 

Middlesex UB5 5BY 

Enquiries: Tony Brown 081 841 3666 

Littlemore Amstrad PCW User 
Group Peers School (Adult Education 
Centre). Littlemore. Oxford 
Enquiries: R G Hughes 0865 242720 



The Good Club 
&Training Guide 



to learn is face to face with an expert 
- or, at least, someone who has more 
PCW experience than you do. 

A PCW User Club can provide 
such an environment, where people 
can get together on a regular basis to 
swap ideas, advice and information. 
An informal atmosphere such as this 
can be extremely productive - and 
there's no better way to learn than 
with the one-to-one help of an expert. 

Alternatively, you could recruit 
the aid of such an expert to your 



The Worldwide Amstrad Computer 
Club (WACCI) 

9 South Close Twickenham TW2 5JE 
Enquiries: Steve Williams (above 
address) 

Training 

Banna Word Processing 

29 New Bond Street. London W1Y 9HD 
Subjects: LocoScript 1 & 2. SuperCalc 
2. Cardbox 
Enquiries: 071 493 3336 

Computer Training Centres UK Ltd 

Exchange Buildings. Upper Hinton 
Road. Bournemouth BH I 2HH 
Enquiries:0202 299676 

Dynamic Sales and Training 

47 Goldsworth Road. Woking. Surrey 
Subjects: LocoScript I & 2. dBase, 
dBase II. SuperCalc 2 
Enquiries: 0483 756914 

Headline Communication Ltd 
PO Box 22, Hereford HR4 8UW 
Subjects: LocoScript 1 & 2, CP/M, 
dBase II. SuperCalc 2 
Enquiries: 0432 271598 

Horsham Office Skills Training 

Unit 2. 24 London Road. Horsham. 
West Sussex RH 12 I AY 
Subjects: LocoScript 1 & 2, Wordstar 
Enquiries: 0403 211440 

John S Blandford 

15 St Albans Road. Sandridge. St 

Albans. Herts AL4 9LA 

Subjects: LocoScript I & 2. LocoMail. 

Mallard BASIC 

Enquiries: 0727 59913 



home. There are numerous training 
organisations throughout the coun- 
try, some of which send representa- 
tives to visit you either at your home 
or the workplace. Other courses are 
conducted on a correspondence basis, 
or part-time in colleges and schools. 
Below is a selection of clubs and 
training organisations which can 
offer such help. Why not make con- 
tact; it could be an inexpensive, effec- 
tive way to a better understanding of 
what your PCW can do for you. 



Linkom Training 

32 Hill Street. Totterdown. Bristol 

Subjects: LocoScript I & 2. Sage 

Accounts 

Enquiries: 0270 717435 

No Hassle Computing 

36Tantallon Road. Balham. London 
SW12 8DG 

Subjects: LocoScript 1 & 2. Supercalc. 
Cracker. Masterhle 8000 
Enquiries: 081 675 3139 

Molesley Education 

Flat 3. 10. Matham Road, East Molesley 
Subjects: LocoScript 1 & 2. Loco PC 
Enquiries: 081 941 1364 

Office International 

247-257 Euston Road, London 

NWI 2HY 

Subjects: LocoScript 1 & 2. Cardbox, 

NewWord, Supercalc 2. Sage Accounts, 

LocoMail 

Enquiries: 071 387 9339 

Off the Shelf Training Services 

5a West Street. Bognor Regis. West 
Sussex. P021 1UB 
Subjects: LocoScript 1 & 2, LocoMail 
Enquiries: 0243 827778 

Rodesign 

195 Milwards, Harlow, Essex, 
CMI9 4SJ 

Subjects: MicroDesign, ProScan 
Enquiries: 0279 444313 

Wetherby Price Training 

30 New Canal. Salisbury. Wiltshire 
Subjects: LocoScript I & 2. CP/M. 
Sage Accounts 
Enquiries: 0722 24005 



New Clubs! 

Since last month's 
Good Club Guide 
was published, we've 
heard news of some 
new clubs around the 
country - and 
abroad. 

So, if you live in 
York, Hastings, or 
even New South 
Wales (Australia) or 
Wellington (New 

F'A ■•■land i. liirn to our 
lar Club News 
upuate on page 8 of 
this issue. There you 

fcan find out where 
the clubs are based, 
and how to get in 
touch with the 
organisers. 



THE ULTIMATE IN DIARY ■ DISCS 



The COMPLETE diary system for the PCW! All discs have 
A4 a n d organiser formats! All accept your input before 
printing. (Locoscript 2). Easy to use. Inserts included. 



SilAlf-iil'AIS© ®0AW "" - Both 1 and 2 weeks to a page. Variety of useful inserts. 



>3Ai"-" EXCELLENT VALUE: Through to AUGUST 1992! I week to o poge. 



Through to AUGUST 1992 . Inserts for school/doss use. 



ALSO lilSilUlijIiiJLflJ^SiJjjJ using MicroDesign 2 Ready made pages 
which accept input before printing. 2 versions: STANDARD DISC or ACADEMIC 
DISC, (Includes National Curriculum charts etc.) 



SPECIAL OFFER PRICES VALID UNTIL 20th DECEMBER • ALL DISCS 
C13.99 each (incl.) ANY 2 DISCS C26. Any 3 C38. 



Cheques: N. Walker. Orders to: PRIMARY SYSTEMS, 
6, MOSELLE ROAD, BIGGIN HILL, 
WESTERHAM, KENT, TN16 3HS. 



Q6 Components 0995 606060 



8256 RAM Upgrade Kit £22 8256 2nd Drive Kit £90 

8256 3.5" 2nd/3rd External Drive Kit £76 8256 " Service Replacement 

Drive A £58 " 



9512 2nd Drive Kit £116 



9512 3.5" External Drive Kit £76 



Spares for & Repairs to Amstrad/Commodore/Sinclair etc. 
Amstrad Service Manuals 



Transistors, Capacitors, l/Cs, Cables. Connectors etc 

Christmas Offer: Pocket 3.5" Digit multimeter £18 

PCW 1 .2m Keyboard extension cable £3 



Callers by Appointment. Cheques I P.O. IL.G.O. only. 

All prices inclusive. 

72, Croston Rd., Garstang, PRESTON PR3 1 HR 



budget accounts 



everything you need lor your home accounts 

• You can maintain as many accounts as you wish. 

• Up lo twenty categories lor Income or expenditure per account, each 
with a ten letter column heading 

• Up to 12225 entries per account on the 8512/9512 and 3075 on the 8256 

• Up to twenty letters of comment for every entry. 

• Single category statements and full statements In two screen formats 
for any group of entries. Printed statements in a variety of styles. 

• Screen analysis, printed analysis and bar graphs. 

• Easy alteration of entries. 

The program Is property documented and presented and includes a 

demonstrationaccount.lt Is very easy to use, with highlighted selections and 

cursor driven menus at every stage. 

BUDGET ACCOUNTS which Is available for all PCWs 

costs C14.95 Inclusive (PLEASE STATE MODEL) from 

CODEX , 8 Chestnut Qrove, Ealing LONDON VV.5 4JT 

telephone 081 840 0760 

write or telephone lor a Iree leaflet 



codex 



PBO CLIPART COLLECTION ONfc> 

Thii Introductory selection of cllpart contains 10 quality Wusffadons 
by mitt P B OHourke. These dipt vary from superbly detailed 
plana. ' -t sketches and an excellent dragon Complete with 
eferer-ce sheet the oHc contains large graphics available for 
MierodeiFgn IL Stop Pre**, Nevndcik International and die Desktop 
Publisher Converted from our PC range of cllpart. 
f.12.50 IncPIJipecfrcfrWwofBlBieia 



FlNtUHe :> fOa M)CR0Dt5>CN II ONKw8il2/9SI2 0NLr 
Thii li a special selection of slaty high resolution graphic which 
hive been trarufered directly from our PC product of the umt 
e These graphic* are not tanned Images but large neat Ime 
drawing* including buildings, houses, office equipment tome 
Busmen lymboli and computer relited graphics, pew and printer, 
m drive, keyboards PCs and marry more, because of the 
re and irie of cheie graph*ci the flies can only be Korcd on a 
TICK CVD due Complete with reference sheet. This disc ti not 
usable with PCW 8356 CI2.50lncP*P 



SAMPLER D!5C:> A special selection of 77 of our most popular 
graphics chosen from our range of PCW discs HD 1 to HD7. Prtced 
it just C9 9S Inc ipecify dtp when ordering. 

Snu. AVAILABLE CHM KfLU COLLECTIONS Of CUFAHT 

HOI TO HOfANOTHt CUP PACK MOCtD AT/UST IIIU EACH 

NM MOff INfOfOVMTJON or THtSl AND All oun CUT AAT DISCS 

WluTE OK PHOHK MM Ot/lt WE fCW INf OHMATION SHUTS, 

IT IS IMFOKTANT WHEN PLACING AH OKOtK TO SPtCin WHICH DTP 

icn-w4»( rou iQ'ji't tour discs 'o* use wrm 

TfUPHOrAT O •DCS WELCOME. 
WITH THANKS TO AU 00* CUSTOMIAS THK 1% NOW OM THWJ3 TtM 




HD DESIGN 

3 ROUNOTHORN WAY. 
QOLDSWORTH PARK. 
WOKING, SURREY GU2I 3QN 

(04867) 81394 



EI 



VISA 




ISSUES.. 

Are you a recent reader of 8000 Plus? Or have you missed 
out on some of the earlier issues and want to catch up? 
We have limited quantities of our back issues listed below. 
The prices include a nominal 25p postage. Remember, all 
issues contain excellent TipOff sections and the selection 
of BASIC listings, plus the other regulars. 



Issue 21 New LocoScripl fonts 
reviewed. Guide lo add-ons. PC/PCW 
link. 
£1.75 

Issue 24 £1.75 95 1 2 Special report. 
Four-page features, back issues index, 
astrology, cricket, database reviews. DIY 
Graphics, Mini Office book. 
£1.75 

Issue 30 Speech synthesiser, leach your 
PCW lo talk back, transferring Tiles from 
a PCW to a PC. Lightning Basic review. 
£1.75 

Issue 32 Astrology on your PCW. 
Learning C/PM, PCW User Groups. The 
Amstrad-Sugar story. Publishing books. 
£1.75 

Issue 33. Four spreadsheets compared. 
C/PM for beginners, five budget printers 
reviewed. 
£2.00 

Issue 34 . Accounting packages 
reviewed, the full report, write a best- 
seller, the series on spreadsheets. 
£2.00 

Issue 35 Take a look at communications, 
budget modems analysed. Play sweet music 
on your PCW. The PCW out on Safari in 
Africa. 
£2.00 

Issue 37 Take a look at the jumbo 

ram drive for your PCW. Choose between 

three hard discs. Mini Office Plus, is il 

worth the wail? 

£2.00 

Issue 38 . Need a third disc drive? The 
Composers Pen for ihe PCW Musician. 
Women in computing. 
£2.00 



Issue 39 .Two new games. Choose a 
database from our selection. Which inter- 
face does what? 
£2.00 

Issue 40 How to rescue lost data from 
damaged discs. PCW speech synthesiser. 
A tour of Ihe DTP options. 
£2.00 

Issue 41 The RAM pack that slots onto 
the PCW. Use your PCW as a fax. 
£2.00 

Issue 42 Language learning packages. 
The Top Ten PCW games. Which word- 
processor should you choose. 
£2.00 

Issue 43 Discover your family iree with 
your PCW. How to get lo grips with 
Mallard BASIC. 
£2.00 

Issue 44 Choosing a printer. Step by step 
guide to adding a 5.25" drive. The lasiest 
clip-art package for Stop Press. 
£2.00 

Issue 45 . New software aimed at 
keeping you fil and healthy. Three horse- 
racing prediclor programs. How to add a 
3 S' or 5.25" drive to your 95 1 2. 
£2.00 

Issue 46. The latest fax machine from 
Amstrad laken through its paces. 
Locoscript PC. no need lo learn a new 
word processor. Home Entertainment 
Centre, Ihe new compilation form CDS. 
We show you how to gci started in com- 
munications. 
£2.00 



To order back issues use the order form opposite 






X 



A disk packed with helpful tools and programs when you subscribe to 8000 PLUS 



Some of the utilities included 
on the f Soft Options 1 disk... 



CHECK3.BAS 

standard 8000 PLUS listings 

checksum utility 

DABBLE.BAS 

a share dealing simulation 

from Tom Coughlan 

DU.COM 

a handy disk doctor tool 

DWBAS 

gives Mallard BASIC a 

whole new lease of life 

FREDA.BAS 

a version of the BASIC file 

editor from Luxsoft 



MANDEL.BAS 

Brian Aird's famous 

Mandelbrot set on your 

PCW 

NULU152.COM 

an excellent fde handling 

device 

UKM72B.COM 

the famous comms utilities 

from PCW World 

ASCVAL.BAS 

for those who enjoy delving 

D.COM 

a quick directory system 



When you take out a subscription to 8000 
PLUS - Britain's best selling magazine for the 
Amstrad PCW you guarantee yourself a 
continuous supply of all the information you 
need to get the best out of you and your 
machine. Not only the latest news and product 
reviews but more importantly, practical 
guidance and tips to increase your effective- 
ness and make life easier. 
To guarantee your copy, complete the coupon 
below and return it immediately or call our 
credit card hotline on 0458 74011. 



...and much more besides 



"I have been a subscriber to 8000 PLUS since Issue One 
and rarely a month goes by without my learning some- 
thing new." Mr S J Payne, Sreat Missenden. 



12 ISSUES DELIVERED TO 

YOUR DOOR FOR ONLY £23.40 

AND ... IF YOU SUBSCRIBE TODAY, 

YOU RECEIVE THE 'SOFT OPTIONS' 

DISK ABSOLUTELY FREE! 



GUARANTEE You may cancel your subscription at any time and we will refund you for all unmailed issues - no quibbles, no risk. 



YES 



i 



Please enter / renew my subscription to 
8000 Plus and send me the disk 
THE SOFT OPTION 1 FREE OF CHARGE 



Name 



(please tick as appropriate) 

D Mainland UK £23.40 

D Europe £38.40 

7! Rest ot the World £53.40 



To ensure you get the best possible 

service, all overseas subscriptions are 

now sent by Airmail only 



Address 



□ Back Issues (for price details see opposite) 

Please circle 

21 24 25 30 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 

TOTAL AMOUNT PAYABLE £ 



Postcode 



My method ot payment is (tick your choice) - 
□ VISA /ACCESS EXPIRY DATE 



Telephone number 



CARD NO. 



L CHEQUE Make payable to Future Publishing Limited and enclose with this 

form in an envelope addressed to: 

8000 Subscriptions, FREEPOST, Somerton, Somerset TA11 7BR 



Signature 



Date 



8WSP/A4/1190 



PCW Games from 




Distributed exclusively In ihe UK by: 

LOGI'STICK UK LTD 

13 Denington Rd 
Wellingborough 
Northants. NN8 2RL 

CREDIT CARD 
SPEEDLINE 

for orders for payment by 
Access or Visa, telephone: 

0933 79300 



Please supply: 

Buran ref.OMKI (8256/8512/9512) 

Terracom ref . OMK2 (8256/851 2/95 1 2) 
Grand Slam ref. OMK3 (8256/8512/9512) 
Sir Perceval ref. OMK4 (8256/8512 only) 
Post & Packing - UK: £1 .50; overseas £3.50 

Total enclosed - cheque/ postal order no for 

Plea se debit my Access/ Visa Account 
No: 



Copies @ Total Name: ... 

14 - 95 Address: 

14.95 

14.95 

14.95 




Expiry date: month 
signed 



year 



Postcode: 

Client No 

Machine type: 8256 □ 8512 □ 9512 □ 

II you do not wish to detace your magazine, 
please use a photocopy of this coupon or 
enclose lull details on plain paper. Thank you 



Case in point 




Guest Appearance 

Each Saturday morning during the summer months, the fruits of a lone PCW's 
labours are transmitted nationwide to our TV screens. Sophie Lankenau went 
along to BBC Manchester in an attempt to catch this busy machine in the act 



You don't have lo live near the 
station in Manchester to witness 
the departure of the 8. 1 5. In 
fact, you could live in Glasgow, 
Bristol or Land's End and still be privy 
to this event. Providing, of course, that 
it is the summer season, and you are 
luned in to BBC1 at a quarter past eight 
every Saturday morning. 

BBC Manchester's magazine pro- 
gramme for children and teenagers. The 
8.15 from Manchester, has just com- 
pleted its first run through the summer 
months, and has proved to be a resound- 
ing success. And while the team behind 
the programme get to work on next 
year's series, an exhausted PCW 8256 
is getting its strength together for 
another summer of hard work. 

A script for a two and three-quarter 
hour live television programme can be 
up to 80 pages long. The volume of 
paperwork, therefore, for a 22-week 
series of broadcasts, is enormous. The 
8.15 from Manchester went out live 
every Saturday morning from April to 
September - and all the scripts were 
devised and prepared on one PCW 
8256. 

The PCW's home is a breezy top 
floor office in the BBC's Oxford Street 
studios in Manchester. Surrounded by a 
mass of television and video equipment. 



it occupies a quite modest corner of the 
room considering the role which it has 
played in the production of the pro- 
gramme. Although it is used by most 
people in the office, it can generally be 
found at the mercy of series producer 
Martyn Day. who, despite the odd 
swear-word and thumping of the desk, 
is eternally grateful for the workload 
which the PCW has taken on. 

Manual dexterity 

"The PCW is very primitive." said 
Martyn, "but basically we could not 
have done the series without it. It has 
produced 55 hours of television, which 
as far as I'm concerned, is a tremendous 
achievement for one machine." 

When Martyn is not using the 
machine, its second greatest fan is 8.15 
Director, Alan Yardley. Alan already 
had a PCW at home when the office 
machine was acquired, so he knew the 
basics of LocoScript inside out. It fell to 
him to show his colleagues how to use 
the machine. "When we bought the 
machine, I set about writing my own 
mini manual for the people at work. 
What it does is just explain the proce- 
dures which we must follow here in a 
more straightforward way than the offi- 
cial version." 

The 'procedures' involved in pro- 



ducing a television programme are long 
and involved in terms of both planning 
and administration. The PCW plays a 
vital role at every stage of the pro- 
gramme's development. LocoScript 2 is 
the word processor which Alan and his 
colleagues have chosen to produce all 
the written material for the show. 

"Our main requirement of the PCW 
is producing scripts," Alan told us. 
"which have to be prepared very 
quickly. Even though a script for one 
programme can be 80 pages long, it 
doesn't mean that it is filled with text. 
We also have to put in all kinds of tech- 
nical directions as well, for the camera- 
men and the lighting crew. That infor- 
mation is on the left hand side of the 
page, and the actual words spoken are 
on the right." 

Targetting the shot 

Alan takes a good deal of his work 
home with him as well. "This is one of 
the first areas where having a PCW 
becomes a godsend. Transporting a long 
script betweentiome and work is far 
easier when it's on a 3 inch disc than 
when it is a bundle of A4 paper," he 
explained. "It also means that I can work 
at home, developing the ideas that I 
have for the programme." 

One such idea was a short piece >• 




H.P. source 

The Hewlett Packard 
DeskJet Plus was put 
through its paces in 
the October issue of 
8000 Plus, where it 
was awarded a very 
respectable 19/25. It 
casts £769 (plus VAT) 
and you can get in 
touch with the manu- 
facturers by tele- 
phoning 0344 
369369. 

If the price is not 
right for you, HP 
are bringing out a 
modified version of 
the original, called 
the DeskJet 500, 
at a reduced price 
of £599. 




No way in? 

Many people want to 
get into the television 
industry, but all too 
few ever do anything 
about it. There are 
numerous openings 
at the BBC, and not 
just the'glamour' 
jobs either, such as 
presenting. There are 
engineers, electrici- 
ians, make-up and 
wardrobe staff, 
caterers, carpenters, 
graphic designers - 
the list is endless. So, 
if you've had a burn- 
ing desire to work in 
the industry, start 
writing to the rele- 
vant departments - 
before somebody else 
takes your place. 
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Case in point 



Tricks 

of the trade 

8.15 Producer, 
Martyn Day, has two 
rather interesting 
claims to fame (aside 
from his illustrious 
career in television). 
The famous lion 
whose roar 
announces the begin- 
ning of an mgm 
film, would not be 
growling at all with- 
out Martyn, who was 
responsible for dub- 
bing the sound in to 
the picture. No mean 
feat, considering that 
the lion was not 
roaring at all when 
the shot was filmed. 
He was yawning. 

And, if you've 
ever wondered how 
Dr Who's tardis dis- 
appeared, Martyn 's 
the man to ask, as he 
made it all happen. 
But he's not telling 
anyone In m ... 



for the drama slot on the programme. 
The storyline is written in LocoScript 2. 
and consists of a two-page skeleton 
description of the plot and characters. 
"After the storyline has been dis- 
tributed, 1 then write to all the actors 
and crew. The best way for me to do 
this is to use LocoMail; I do a simple 
mailmerge routine, and get in touch 
with everyone involved in that piece of 
the programme." 

The next step is to arrange a sched- 
ule for any filming to be done on loca- 
tion. Details of the equipment required 
and the location address are prepared in 
LocoScript and, again, distributed using 
LocoMail. After that, it's a question of 
piecing together the diverse elements of 
the programme, and finalising a running 
order for the big day. 

Despite the workload on the shoul- 
ders of one PCW8256. the machine has 
remained in tip top condition. Alas, the 
same cannot be said of its native dot 
matrix printer. 

Dots away! 

"The original printer packed up quite a 
while ago," Alan told us. "It was 
inevitable considering the volume of 
work it was outputting." Fortunately, 
the BBC had some new hardware in for 
evaluation shortly before the demise of 
the dot matrix. 

"I was looking at the Hewlett 
Packard Deskjet and it seemed to be a 
very good little printer. When our dot 
matrix went down, we were able to gel 
the HP Deskjet immediately. We got the 
printer drivers from Silicon City, who 
were extremely helpful. Not only did 



they supply the software, but they even 
phoned me up several days afterwards 
to check that everything was OK. I wish 
more suppliers were like that!" he 
laughed. 

With characteristic perseverance, 
Alan soon got to grips with the foibles 
of the new printer. "The first thing that I 
realised was that you had to change 
everything written in LocoScript 2 from 
12 pitch to 10 pitch in order for the 
Deskjet to print out properly. Loco 2 
uses 12 pitch by default, whereas the 
Deskjet runs at 10 pitch," he explained. 

Standing the test of time 

Inevitably, no machine will fulfill every 
task it is set to perform perfectly. In the 
business of producing television pro- 
grammes, the question of deadlines is 
one which prompts Alan Yardley's first 
criticism of the PCW. "The memory in 
the 8256 is just too small for our needs," 
he told us. "With the volume of work 
which we handle, it can be very frustrat- 
ing to suddenly be told that you're out 
of space. It's like being backed into a 
corner, and there's no escape." 

A second problem is the lack of 
facility to do time calculations on the 
machine. "The most important thing 
about live television is getting timings 
perfect." said Alan. "It would be a great 
help to be able to ask the machine to tell 
us if we are over or under running, and 
then allow us to make the necessary 
changes. I have been able to do time 
calculations on an Apricot system, but 
not with the 8256." 

On the whole, Alan is pleased with 
LocoScript. "Facilities such as page 



numbering and Find and Exchange are 
extremely useful when it comes to pro- 
ducing scripts," he told us. "For exam- 
ple, when you are casting a drama, the 
name of the actor might have to be 
changed. With Find and Exchange, you 
can go through a document relatively 
quickly swapping one name for another. 
The same is true with the presenters' 
scripts - we might have a last minute 
substitution in a guest slot, and the name 
will need to be changed quickly before 
rehearsals so that they don't call the 
new guest by the old guest's name!" 

A star is born 

One of the other points about the PCW 
which has impressed Alan is the range 
of software available for the machine. 
"There's a great deal of new packages 
which 1 would like to experiment with, 
but time is always a problem. I'm quite 
interested in MicroDesign, although not 
for work purposes. The graphics which 
are used in television have to be top 
quality, the very best of what is avail- 
able." he explained. 

For the moment. The 8.15 from 
Manchester owes its prompt departure 
during the last series to the behind the 
scenes work of the PCW. 

"You're always going to be wishing 
that there was something which a given 
system could do better," commented 
Martin, "that's inevitable. I have come 
from being computer illiterate to reason- 
ably competent on the PCW, and the 
typewriter which I had at home hasn't 
been touched since 1 began using the 
8256. That's proof enough of a good 
machine to me." • 



It'll be all right on the morning 



Producing a live television pro- 
gramme every week involves an 
immense amount of preparation. 
Although basic ideas can be deter- 
mined in advance, the bulk of the 
programme's content is decided in 
the six days between the end of 
one broadcast, and the beginning 
of the next. 

"The most important thing is to 
establish the running order," 
explained Alan. "You have to be 
sure that an item is placed in the 
best position to complement the 
one before and after it - if s no 
good having a 400 piece marching 
band in the studio followed by a live 
pop-group. It's like having a set of 
building blocks - you have to sit 
down and piece them together until they fit 
properly." 

The crew on the programme work a six-day 
week while the series is under way, and put in 
about 10 or 12 hours a day. By Thursday, the 
scripts are "almost complete", after having been 
typed in on the PCW. The actual script to be 
used in the programme is retyped, and the final 
camera instructions are decided. 

"Because of the lack of time, we can only 
rehearse the show on one day," Alan told us, 
"and that is the day before it goes out With live 




As Director of The 8. 15 , Alan Yardley pictured above (not at the helm 
we might add) carries much of the responsibility as to Its success 

television, you don't want to rehearse too much 
anyway, because it would take away the feel of 
the programme on the day," he added. 

Even the scripts, which are prepared all 
week, are not binding. There's a fair amount of 
ad-libbing in a show like The 8.15," Alan 
explained, "and it is down to the professionalism 
of the presenters to decide when, where and 
how best to do it." 

Had there ever been any disasters while the 
programme was going out? "Fortunately, nothing 
drastic has happened to us yet," laughed Alan, 



subconsciously touching the 
wooden desk in front of him. "Live 
television relies upon everyone 
concentrating on the Instructions 
they have on their scripts." 

When you tune in to the 
programme on Saturday morn- 
ing, it is hard to imagine the 
amount of people who are work- 
ing away behind the cameras. 
The two presenters, Charlotte 
Hindle and Ross King, are not 
only looking at the camera, but 
also a team of some 30 technical 
staff and another 20 production 
people. 

Of his PCW, Alan Yardley is to be 

or failure ,ound survevin 8 me proceedings 

from the 'gallery', a control-room 
overlooking the studio. "Ifs a bit like a space- 
ship," he told us, "with loads of television 
screens and everybody on the edge of their 
chairs hoping that everything is going to run 
smoothly!" 

As the director of the programme, Alan car- 
ries much of the responsibility as to its success 
or failure. "Having said that," he added. "there is 
no one person who can act as a catalyst - ifs 
down to co-ordination and concentration. 
Everyone plays an equally vital role in the pro- 
gramme." 
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visit our trade counter. . . 

Unlt2A, 

Sterte Industrial Estate. 
Sterte Road, 
POOLE Dorset 
BH16 2AF 

OPEN 9 to 5pm MOIM/SAT 

fox: 0202 - 668208 
PAPER 




cost effective computing starts here. . 



S order line: 0202 - 666155 



BEST QUALITY white, wood free - LOW DUST specification 




11x9.5" 


60gsm FANFOLD LISTING 


2000 


£13.95 




11x9.5" 


70gsm MICROPERFORATED 


2000 


£15.95 




11x9.5" 


85gsm LETTER QUALITY 


1000 


£10.95 




M size 


70gsm MICROPERFORATED 


2000 


£19.95 




A4 size 


85gsm LETTER QUALITY 


1000 


£11.95 




11x9.5" 


NCR 2 -PART PLAIN 


1000 


£21.95 




11x9.5" 


NCR 3 -PART PLAIN 


700 


£24.95 




...end of course there's our own UNIQUE A5 continuous paper 




^Ssize 


80qsm LETTER QUALITY 


1000 


£11.95 j 





TOP QUALITY FANFOLD LABELS FROM #& AVERY 
ADDRESS SIZE 3.5 x 1.5" available 1 or 2 across 



2.75 x 1 .00" 
2.75 x 1.50" 
3.50 x 1.00" 

3.50x1.50- 

3.50 x 2.00" 



£2.75 
£3.70 
£3.15 

£3.75 

£6.30 



4.00 x 


1.00" 


£3.40 


4.00 x 


1.50" 


£4.50 


4.00 x 


2.00" 


£6.50 


5.00 x 


1.00" 


£3.95 


5.00 x 


1.50" 


£5.95 


5.00 x 


2.00" 


£7.50 



LABELS ALL PRICES ARE per WOO 



ENVELOPES 



CARRIAGE: - Paper and Labels are subject 
to an extra charge towards delivery.- PLEASE SEE BELOW 

PERSONAL ORGANISER PAPER 




Fanfold paper for your organiser! 
Use with LocoScript etc or specialist programs! 
6.5-m deep (39 lines) by 3.75-in wide ♦ edge strips 
80gsm white paper with microperfed edges. 
2S0-pack £g.<TS, SOO-pack £I4.<?S f™, 



introducing 



FABRIC 

RIBBON 

RE-INKING 

FORMULA 



.,!•/ 




still throwing your 
old ribbons away? 



simple, easy 
re-inking 
at home 



-"/ 



Here i"t is . . . new 

an OFFICE 2.1 product 

for the 19S>0's 



ONE 



CAN WILL Re-inK UP TO 30 PCW RIBBONS 
- OR TOP-UP 100+ - 
Completely ozone friendly 
contains NO propellants or 
harmful solvents. 
Recyclable aluminium can 

All fabric ribbon cassettes have lift 
Just lift off the top, spray a little ink 



on 
£12 



Mily" 
ZAi 

Inc vat 



off tops. 

and 
leave to dry. CLEAN. CLEAR BLACK PRINT 
again and again and again 






DISKS 



THE VERY BEST maXBll CF2 3' HIGH GRADE DISKS 

suits all 3" drives, single or double density 

5 tor just £H.S0 10 for just £21.45 

20 for ,ust £43.40 plus FREE..... 
L0CKABLE DISK BANK (holds 20*) WORTH £9.95 
*CF-2 Disk labels: £2 per 50 when ordered with other goods. 



DUST COVER SETS: -protect your computer from lifes 
little mishaps - Coffee/Children/Pets/Dust 
Machine washable 3- piece sets. . . . 

9512 * 8256 * 8512 £<?.<?S 

THE DESK TOP STRIPPER I -strips the perforated edges 
from fanfold paper. VERY USEFUL our price £9.95 



SQFT 


SPOT 






PLEASE STATE WHICH PCW YOU HAVE WHEN ORDERING SOFTWARE 




* * * this month's 


special offer * * * 






PCW DRAW a full function drafting program RRP . . £39.95 OUT price. . 


. £2<?.<?5 




Arnor Maxam Assembler 


£39.95 


Loco Keyboards Disc 


£12.95 




Arnor C Compiler CP/M 


£39.95 


Loco 9512 Printwheels Disc 


£13.95 




Cornix Card Ind PCW 8000 


£29.95 


MAP Stock Control 


£49.95 




Cornix Card Ind PCW 9000 


£29.95 


Masterfile PCW 8000 


£35.95 




Cornix Simple Accounts 


£79.95 


Micro Design II 


£49.95 




Cracker II Turbo Spreads't 


£36.95 


Micro Design ll/AMX Mouse 


£89.95 




dBase II 


£49.95 


Mini Office Professional 


£29.95 




The Knife Plus 


£18.95 


Money Manager PCW 


£39.95 




LocoFile/Mail Combo 8000 


£47.95 


Pocket Protext 


£28.95 




LocoFont 1 & 2 Combo 


£27.95 


Protext 


£44.95 




LocoFont 24 Combo 


£27.95 


D. Rogers Total Accounting 


£79.95 




LocoScript/Spell Combo 


£37.95 


Sage Payroll 


£54.95 




LocoFile PCW 8 or 9 


£32.95 


Sage Popular Accounts 


£74.95 




LocoFile/Scnpt Combo 


£42.95 


Sage Popular Accounts Plus 


£109.95 




LocoMail 2 


£27.95 


Stockmarket 


£29.95 




LocoScript 2 


£27.95 


Stop Press 


£39.95 




LocoSpell 2 PCW 8000 


£22.95 


Slop Press/Mouse Combo 


£79.95 




Loco 9 -Pin Printer Driver 
Loco 21 -Pin Printer Driver 


£17.95 
£22.95 


(Super Calc II * * SPECIAL! * * £29.95) 





RIBBONS 



ALL TOP UK BRANDS 



8256 

8256 

*8256 

8256 



Black fabric std 
Fabric LONGLIFE 
Fabric colours 
Multistrike films 



2741 FN 
2741 LL 
2741 Col 
274 IMS 



£3.95 
£4.95 
£4.95 
£3.95 



Band B 
Band C 
Band C 
Band B 



8256 ribbons also suit the 8512 
We recommend FABRIC ribbons for these printers 

9512 Black fabric std 2746FN £3.95 Band B 

9512 Fabric LONGLIFE 2746LL £4.95 Band C 

♦ 9512 Fabric colours 2746Col £4.95 Band C 

9512 Multistrike films 2746MS £3.95 Band B 

Multistrike films are the kind supplied with new 9512's 
but FABRIC ribbons can be used with Re-inK. to further 
increase the printing life of the ribbon. 

UFETIMES: Multistrike Films 100K chars 
Fabric std 400K chars 
* Fabric LONGLIFE 750K chrs 

COLOURS AVAILABLE 8256/9512: - Blue/Brown/Red/Green 
Buying more than one 7 2 - off 5 - off 

Price Band B £7.-+S £I6.<?S 
Price Band C £?.«?5 £l<?.<?5 







ALL OUR PRICES INCLUDE VAT 

Qt some day despatch + 1st doss delivery 

9 ALL ITFMS FREE DELIVERY exceot Pooer & Labels 



ALL ITEMS FREE DELIVERY except Paper & Labels 

HOW TO ORDER 



order by FREEPOST 

CASPELL COMPUTER 

Dept 8K 

FREEPOST 

Poole 

Dorset BH15 2BR 



order by PHONE 

S 0202 - 666155 

4 - LINES * 24 hrs 



order ot the COUNTER 

See top left for address 

order by FAX 

55 0202 - 668208 
24 hrs 



PAYMENT 

CHEQUES - made payable to CASPELL COMPUTER 



VISA and ACCESS POSTAL ORDERS 



DELIVERY PAPER 

UK MAINLAND <"«? Personal Organiser) LABELS 

(any quantity) (any quantity) 

3/5 DAY SERVICE £5.00 £2.50 

NEXT DAY SERVICE: £10.00 £10.00 

(orders placed by 3:00pm) 

OVERSEAS: (optional insurance) PERSONAL CALLERS 

Surface shipping at cost Free of Charge (of course!) 



EVERYTHING 
ELSE 

(any quantity) 

£FREE 

£10.00 




COPIES OF OUR TERMS OF TRADING ARE AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST. ALL OFFERS ARE VALID FOR 28 DAYS 
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Mail-Storm 

Save time and money; discover the easy way to 

write to loads of different people in one fell swoop. 

Tony Hart and Mini Office Professional walk you 

through the simplest of mailmerge operations 



The PCW, as well as being a favourite 
in the home, can be used equally well in 
numerous office applications. Letters 
are the usual domain of the PCW. 
However, in many offices or small busi- 
nesses, the role of the PCW could be 
extended beyond single letter genera- 
tion, to include what is normally called 
a "mailshot". 

Too often a mailshot is associated 
with the tons of junk-mail that are 
deposited through the letter-box each 
day. However, mailshots can be used- 
very effectively for numerous other pur- 






1 Database structure 



The original golf club database is shown 
here. It contains typical information on each 
club member, such as the name and address 
and the subscription fee. Note the inclusion 
of an " informal name" field. This is used to 
begin the letter. " Dear Jim" reads much bet- 
ter than " Dear Mr Smith". 

This database is stored in the Mini 
Office database module under the filename 
OLDLINKS.DBS. A good tip is to keep 
your database simple. This makes it far 
easier to use and maintain. This membership 
database is the starting point for the merge. 




Mini Office PCH 



Database 



Rltar •truotur. 



title 8 Of 

Initials g Pba 

Surname „ " pria 

Address H H Pba 

Address B g Pha 

Address C HiPt 13 

Informal name Alphd 

Membership H! P I?" J 

Subscription fee HIpna 



Uw: t, t, OUT. Bra, am. mm. ii 



Fields: 9 Records Defined: 
1aH. Records: 2188 Record Si 



The golf club membership database Is laid out as shown 



7 The final step 




Now. we are down to 
specifics. We must assign 
the letter field, or string, 
to its relevant database 
field. To make it easy. 
we"re using the same 
number for the letter field 
as for the database field. 

Move the cursor to 
the Type column in the 
first row. Press |D]ata, 
then |11 (RETURN) to denote the members' titles. This assigns the 
first database field, the member's title, to the first data field, 
described as [1], in our mailmerge letter. 

Move to the next row using the cursor keys and repeat this step 
for fields 2 to 9. The screenshot shows the completed set-up. All of 
the fields in the letter are now assigned to fields in the database. 
Press [EXIT1 twice to reach the word-processing menu. 



(>■• * and * tnan IS J, CO) or- ENTER 



Letter and database entries 



6 Assigning the values 






To merge the database. OLDLINKS.MRG and the letter. 

OLDLINK.DOC. the letter fields should be linked to the relevant 

database fields. The first 

step is to select the 

Database option from 

the word-processing 

menu, and Assign 

strings from the 

database menu. This is 

shown in the screenshot 

and will take you on to 

the next, and final, stage -,,,,,, , ::l: s!r!l .- s 

of the mailmerge. 



Mini Office PCH Word Processor 



jgggwFsHss* 



Hi. « and * to Mlaot, tftsn EXT EH 



© Oatabaw Soflura 1S»7 



8 And finally ... the Result 

Before printing the letters, have a sneak preview of a finished letter on 
the screen. To do this select Print then Preview. 

The letter will appear on the screen. Press [STOP] as it scrolls up, 
check the letter, then press any key to continue. It should look very 
similar to the one shown here. 

To print the letters, load the paper into the printer and select Print 
The first letter will be printed, followed by a message Press any key 
to continue. Load a new sheet, press any key and continue until all the 
letters have been printed. 

Finally, to save this mailmerge set up. select Load/save then Save 
document. Answer [Y]es to save the mailmerge letter, then save the 
details by choosing Load/save set-up. 

The catalogue screen will be displayed with the filename 
OLDLINKS.PRX at the bottom of the screen. Press [ENTER] to 
save the mailmerge set-up file and [EXIT] three times to reach the 
Mini Office main menu. You now have a complete record of the 
mailmerge so the next membership mailout could be even faster. 



5 The mailmerge letter 

The letter can now be edited to accommodate database entries. Select 
Edit document and the standard letter requesting membership sub- 
scriptions will be displayed. Position the cursor to where the name and 
address of the member are to be printed. 

Enter [ALT]/D1 D2 D3 [RETURN] which are. respectively, the 
Title. Initials and Surname, as shown in the previous screenshot. 
Enter[ALT]/D4, [RETURN] for the first address field then repeat with 
D5 and D6 for the other two address fields. Position the cursor after 
Dear and enter [ALT]/D7 for the Informal name. 

The other details can be put into the letter in the same way. Notice 
how the codes are displayed in a darker shade. The completed 
mailmerge letter is shown in the screenshot. Finally, press [EXIT]. 
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poses. Clubs can use Ihem io person- 
alise an event-promotion letter, or issue 
membership subscription fees. A 
newsagent could produce personalised 
letters to all of those customers whose 
payments are overdue. A small com- 
pany could effectively use a mailshot to 
invite its customers to a seminar. 

When the PCW is used in conjunc- 
tion with a mail-merge package, such as 
Mini Office, several benefits will be 
gained. The letters can be personalised 
not only with the names of the recipi- 
ents, but with particulars about the 



recipients, such as subscription rates. 
Last, but not least, there are the usual 
benefits of being able to produce profes- 
sional-looking documents in as short a 
time as possible at a very low cost. 

What is a mailmerge? 

Very simply, a mailmerge is the merging 
of information, relating to an individual, 
with a standard document, such as a let- 
ter. The information can be kept as a 
database or file, whereas the document 
can be generated by a word-processor. 
The real benefit of the Mini-Office 



package is that the two modules - 
database and word-processor - are inte- 
grated. This makes mail-merging very 
easy to accomplish. 

A mailmerge could be well utilised, 
for example, by a golf club secretary. 
We take you through the process of a 
mailmerge, step by step, using the mem- 
bership database of a golfclub and com- 
bining this with a standard letter 
requesting fees. The resulting letters 
will be personalised with the members' 
names, addresses, membership status 
and related subscription fees. 



2 The standard letter 

The mailmerge letter can be created from scratch or. as in this case. 

from an existing letter document. The standard letter, shown here. 

requests payment of membership subscriptions. No details concern- 
ing the member are included 
as these will be added auto- 
matically during the 
mailmerge process. 

The letter can bewritten 
using the Mini Office word- 
processing module. In this 
example the standard letter is 
stored under the filename of 
A typical standard letter OLDLINKS.DOC. 




Hrs J Murphy 
3 Evergreens 

Lostock Park 
Chorley 


The Old Links 
Kairvny Orlve 
Bunker Hill 

1st November lv.".i 


Dear Denise 




■ambers' subscriptions for 1**91 


re Hue on January 1st l'.»91. 


Your osoibershlp and subscription 


fee detail* are as follows:- 


Membership!- laity 


r'ees due:- C250 




ours sincerely 




omi iiooth - Club secretary 



Just one of a whole pile of personalised letters produced by the mailmerge 



START t t 1 I r&tlMLOto- 

MM fcwr 

PI K OJ' 

M' 

K' 

K ' I 1 1 I I llilkatol* 




tar :■ '' 




tatan' l*Ml*l — !• UB »t tm m Immn 111 US1.- 




tar w*v*o — itrnmim t* Mull w, u f.llm:- 




tatontif:- N tai *»!- V 




r 1 I Itan nmrtlT- 




T T T T*k tat* - CM iMNter 





The standard letter is adjusted to (it in the entries from the database 



3 The mailmerge database 



Mini Office PCM 




Saving a mailmerge database 



To create the mailmerge 
database from our member- 
ship database, we can either 
do a simple copy of the full 
database or use only a 
selected part of the 
database. The mailmerge 
database is created as 
follows. 

First select Database 
from the Mini Office menu. 



then choose the option to Load/save, followed by Load data file. 
You can now select the membership database by typing in the 
database name, or by using the cursor keys. Our example database is 
OLDLINKS.DBS. 

If you wish to mark only certain records, this can be done by 
going into the Edit data routine, stepping through the records, 
[Mlarking those you wish to include. 

To save the mailmerge database, select Save mail merge file as 
shown in the screenshot. Choose to Save all records (or Save 
marked records, if you want to merge only part of your database). 
The default database file name is changed, at the bottom of the screen 
to OLDLINKS.MRG. Then [EXIT] back to the main menu. 




Viewing any record in the database allows 
you to note where each entry is found 



4 Viewing the database 

Before the assignments can 

be made you need to decide 

which entries will be 

included in your mailmerge 

letter, and whereabouts they 

are found in the mailmerge 

database. To do this, select 

Word processor from the 

Mini-Office main menu, then 

Load/save from the word- 
processor menu. Choose th( 

option to Load document 
and answer [Y]es to the reminder about over-writing memory files. 
From the catalogue screen select the required document. In this 
example, we're using OLDLINKS.DOC. Then press [EXIT] 

To begin with, let's have a look at a record from the new 
mailmerge database to check where each field is located. Mini Office 
provides a useful View database function to do this within this 
word-processing module. 

Select Database, followed by Load database. Choose the 
mailmerge database from the catalogue screen - in our example. 
OLDLINKS.MRG- then select the option to View database. 

Now. note the number of each of the database fields. As shown 
in our screenshot: Title will be field number 1. Initials - field No.2 
and so on. These field numbers can be used to decide what to merge 
into our standard letter. When you have made note of the relevant 
fields, press [EXIT] to return to the main word processing menu. 
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High and low 

Assemhh is 

described as n i"« 
level language. 
Mallard BASK is 
what is known as I 
hi|>h idvti language! 
thill means il baa 
been deafened in be 

easH] understood l>> 

people; il mimics Hie 
w:iy in which we 
think und l:ilk. 
Assembly, mi ihe 

other baud, is n low 
level language 
because H is onlj 
one level removed 

1 1 "in (he language ol 

Or and tsthattbe 

processing unit uclu- 

nllv rends. 
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How talkative is your PCW? 
Karen Donaghay shows you how to get your 
PCW answering back in this month's listing. 



Prompt. ASM by Ian Turley 



It's amazing how many people 
have a pet name lor their PCW, 
some of them more flattering than 
others. But don't you ever wish 
that your PCW could answer back? 
Something a little more exciting than 
A>. perhaps? Well. here, in this 
month's listings, is your chance. 

Ian Turley must have the most 
polite PCW we've ever come across. 
He has successfully persuaded his 
machine to come out with all kinds of 
niceties. Instead of the ordinary CP/M 



prompt. Ian is greeted with. What can I 
do for you. Ian? or. I can hardly wait 
for my next exciting task. 

This quick conversion course, 
courtesy of the following pages, will 
transform your PCW. into the most 
attentive of companions. When you 
switch on, instead of your usual prompt, 
your PCW will print a message on to 
the screen. You can have ten different 
messages and these can be as sycho- 
phanlic. or as cheeky, as you like. The 
messages come up in fairly random 



order and are the only alteration to the 
way that your PCW operates. All of the 
CP/M commands are entered in exactly 
the same way as usual. 

The program is. in fact, written in 
assembly language, not in our more 
usual listings language. BASIC. Typing 
the program in - as it is shown below - 
shouldn't take too long. One advantage 
of assembly language is that the lines 
are far shorter than those of an average 
BASIC program. This program must be 
typed in using LocoScript. 
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; standard RSX prefix structure 




1.401 


t 


db 0,0,0,0,0,0 






0036 
036E 


next: 


j mp f test 
db 0c3h 

dw 






052 F 
0606 

0J2P 


prev: 
remov: 


dw 
db 






0355 
0543 


nonbnk; 


db 

db '♦PROMPT*' 
db 0,0,0 






.05 BO 
05 BD 
03 FA 


ft est : 

t 


mov a , c 
cpi 2 
jz begi n 
j mp next 






07 F3 
0234 
0456 
04AB 
0036 


1 The standard code above is required to create any extension to the resident CP'M 


; 1 i st i r 

1 


g to intercept. BDOS 


function 


2 


155B 
00.36 


begin; 


mov a , e 
cpi ' > ' 






077E 
02CB 




j nz next 

Ixi h,0 

dad sp 

shld retSstack 

Ixi sp, locSstack 

mvi c , 105 

mvi d, 0024h 

call 005 

j mp d i v 

cont : mvi c, 9 

call next 

lhld retSstack 

sphl 

ret 






04E1 
0357 
03F8 
086C 
099C 
0394 
04 A8 
034D 
0421 
063D 
0516 
0857 
02FB 
0200 




The CP'M (unction to send information to the screen is intercepted 
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The resulting documeni will go through 
a series of conversions, which we will 
later go on to explain, before eventually 
becoming a .COM file. The result. 
Prompt.com. can be used in the same 
way as any commercial program, by 
merely typing in Prompt at the CP/M 
A> prompt. 

The first step is to type in the pro- 
gram as it appears here. Just |C]reate a 
new document in LocoScript (call it 
Prompt.doc), and copy the program in. 
The numbers in the right-hand column 
should be ignored. They are used for 
checking purposes only (turn to our 
next listing, Chcck3.bas. to find out 
how you can do this). 

Back chat 

Once you have saved Prompt.doc. you 
need to convert it into ASCII format. 
Choose the option Create ASCII file 
from the main LocoScript menu. To do 
this, press (f7] in LocoScript 1 . or [f2] 



in LocoScript 2. The new ASCII file 
should be called Prompt.ASM. 

You then need to leave LocoScript 
and restart your PCW using your CP/M 
disc. If you only have one disc drive, 
you need to move the file Prompt.ASM 
onto the M drive after rebooting. To do 
this, type in the command. PIP 
IRET11RN1 and put the Prompt.ASM 
disc into the drive. Then type in 
m:prompt.usm = a:prompt.asm. 
This file must now be transformed from 
an ASCII document into usable code. 
There are a number of utilities provided 
on your PCW master discs to help you 
do this. Find the PCW master disc enti- 
tled Programming Utilities and insert 
this into the drive. 

You can now type in the command. 
rmac m:prompt [RETURN]. (If your 
file is on a b drive disc, don't forget to 
replace m: with b: in each of these 
commands). Next type in. link 
m:prompt [OP][RETURN], A few 







B 

cp/R'iM&'iissiVu 




WW USE FACTOR 
DO OF ASSBBLi 


- 


AMink jiproapt [OF) 
LINK 1.31 

ABSOLUTE MM 


| 


mm BB<«hi») 


-■•/'•■iifl-B' 


USE FACTOR K 


! 


RMMM «:rr<wt.r« « »i*rowt.»rl 1 
A>*ncM mproapt IHUU] 


CQKOM cmpltM. 




»>pip i:=*:pro*pt,cM 


A) 
A) 
A>proapt 






A> Iw cm I help sou* 1 





Prompt.Com adds that personal touch to 
each and every one of your CP/M prompts 



;list 


of pro 


messl : 


db 


1 "■» 


raess2 : 


db 


1 > 


mess 3 : 


db 


1 y 


raess4 : 


db 


1 > 


mess5: 


db 


l s 


mess6 ; 


db 


1 > 


mess 7 : 


db 


1 s 


mess8 : 


db 


• > 


mess9 : 


db 


' > 


messO : 


db 


' > 



How can I help you? $' 

Your willing servant awaits. $' 

What next, boss? $■ 

Ready and waiting. $' 

Yes? $' 

Lets go! $' 

This is fun. $' 

Anything else I can do? $' 

Im beginning to enjoy myself. & 

Instructions please! $' 



The above prompts can be changed, at will, to whatever messages you require 



; prompt to be printed 
mesl : lxi d, messl 

j rap cont 
mes2: lxi d, mess2 

j rop cant 
mes3: lxi d, raesso 

j mp cont 
mes4: lxi d, roess4 

j mp cant 
mes5: lxi d, raess5 

j mp cont 
mes6 : lxi d, mess6 

j mp cont 
mes7: lxi d, mess7 

j mp cont. 
raes8: ll'i d, raessS 

j mp cant 
mes9: lxi d, raess9 

j mp cont 



0000 
0036 
0A56 
0036 
0F5C 
] 742 
0D9C 
OFOA 
0859 
0939 
0C23 
1171 
163D 
11F2 
0036 



0C28 
06 A5 

04A5 
06 AD 
04A5 
06 B5 
04AF5 
06BD 
04 A5 
06C5 
04A5 
06CD 
04A5 
06D5 
04A5 
06 DD 
04 A5 
06 E5 
04 A5 



All systems go 
l he operating system 
For the PCW, to otter 

word- (I'M. Is being 
changed t» ■ccoramo- 
datetbe \> messages. 
In techno-talk, this is 
actually called n 
Kisiikni System 
Extension. Blimey, 
what a ini.uili full! 



Nitty gritty 

Do you fancy really 
getting in grips 
with the deeper 
mysteries oC your 
PCW? If so, check 

nut this IkkiK: lite 
Digital Research 
( V M Plus manual. 
published by 
William 

lleineniann I. Id. 
Be warned, it is DO) 
for the faint- 
heuried: this is the 

serious stuff. 



The instructions to print each prompt on the screen are given here 
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lines will appear on ihe screen (see our 
second screenshot). 

The next step is lo reinstate your 
ordinary CP/M disc in the A drive. 
Then type in. rename m:prompt.rsx = 
m:prompt.prl. Finally, to produce 
the Prompt.Com file, you have to 
change discs again. Insert your 
Programming Utilities disc back 
into the drive and enter, gencom 
m:prompt [null). 

The Prompt.Com file is now stored 
on your m drive, ready to be tranferred 
to a disc. Put your CP/M disc 
back into the drive and type in. pip 
[RETURN] a:prompt.com = 
m:prompt.com. This will actually 
transfer the file to your CP/M disc. (If 
you would rather keep this file on a 
different disc, then change discs after 
Ihe first [RETURN].) 

You are now ready, finally, to test it 
out. Simply typing Prompt is all you 
need to do. Your normal A> prompt 
will become something like A> Your 
willing servant awaits. Take a look at 
the screenshot overleaf to see these new 



CP/H Plus Sustrid Cmsner Electronics pic 
• 1.4, 61K m, 2 disc ttlm, 3SIH drine Hi 

timet 



P *"Sthi"9 else I c»n do? dir 



DK l IPO 
lift 



IAS : Ki'YS 



COJ : nHN C« : §EI»ET CM : SETKEVS CM : SERSI COM 



,81ft 88 



NRI COM : TYTI COB I KEVS 



i Jejjnninj to enjoj usself. 

1MJM {"J'S "sself . pip 

i) In cm I help mS „ 
I) Void- hi II 1115 serwiit iwits. 
I) Lets jo! 

I) Mgjm else I un do* 
■> Anything else I un do? I 



These commands can transform a simple ASCII text file, written in LocoScript, to a fully 

fledged .COM file, that can actually alter the way that CP/M operates. 

The new prompts will be resident on the PCW, until you switch off Ihe machine 



prompts in action. 

To make these prompts display as 
an automatic extension to your system 
whenever you use CP/M. the command 
Prompt.Com must be included in your 
Profile.sub file on your CP/M start of 
day disc. This can be set up as follows. 
First, type in PIP profile.sub = con: 



[RETURN]. You can now enter the 
commands you wish to keep in your 
Profile.sub file. 

Type in prompt [RETURN] 
]ALT]/[J] [ALT]/[Z[ to make the new 
prompts an automatic feature of CP/M. 
You now have, at long last, the PCW 
that chats back. 





div: sui 5 


Blanket y 
blank 

As far as ChfckJ.bas 


j ro mesl 
sui 5 
j in rnes2 
sui 5 


is concerned, one 
blank span- is much I 
the same as two. This 


j m mes3 
sui 5 
j in raes4 
sui 5 
j m mes5 
sui 5 
j m mes6 
sui 5 
j id mes7 


Is usually no problem. 

IllK Cm, MTV OCl'll- 

smnully, effect 
tMngfc For example, 
to test for 11 Space bar. 
within a program, it 
must be written u 


" "(one empty sp;ii 1 1 
.not " "(two empty 
spaces). 


sui 5 
j m mes8 
sui 5 




jra roesQ 




Lxi d, mess 




j mp cont 
retSstack: dw 




ds 32 




locSstack: 




end 



0036 
03 BE 
0439 

023A 
043 A 
02ft A 

043 B 

028A 
043C 

023A 
043D 
028A 
043E 
028 A 
043F 
028 A 
0440 
028 A 

044 1 
055E 
04A5 
0813 
1 D5 
0573 
01 AD 



The end of the line; the seconds are divided by 5, until negative, to decide which prompt is printed 



How to type in a listing 
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So. you want to produce your own BASIC programs? 
Unlike our first listing this month, Check3.bas is written in 
BASIC and is typed in as follows. The first step is to enter 
the realm of CP/M. Switch on and put your CP/M disc into 
the drive. Then type in BASIC. A short message will appear 
on the screen followed by the BASIC prompt, ok. 

Flex your fingers: you have some serious typing ahead 
of you. Each line must be copied in exactly as it is printed in 
the magazine, leaving out the column of figures printed on 
the right hand side. 

Keep an eye open for any mistakes. The easiest time to 
correct them is before you press the [RETURN] key. At this 



stage, you can make corrections by highlighting the mistake 
with the cursor keys, and using the [DELETE] key. 

When you've come to the end of your listing, type in 
list and your program will be reproduced on the screen. Spot 
the mistakes and then change them by typing in edit and the 
line number. The line appears and you can then correct it as 
before. Save your program with save " followed by the 
name of your program - in this case Check3.bas. To use 
your program, type in run. 

Once saved, you can reload your program at any time, 
by typing in basic, as before, followed by load " and the 
name of your progTam. 



Check3.bas by Adrian Wilkins and Peter Crane 
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How's your typing then? 
Do you have lo scrutinise 
your listings, again and 
again, to track down that 
illusive mistake ? As you 
know, they are not always 
easy to find. 

Semi-colons and 
colons may look pretty similiar on the 
page, but they have entirely different 
effects in a program. Or the letter O. 
for example, can easily be confused 
with a zero, with disastrous results. 
Checking your listings can. let's face 
it, become a somewhat arduous task. 

Check3.bas can save you the trou- 
ble. It allows you to locate the precise 
line where the mistake occurs, saving 
you hours of frustration. It works, 
quite simply, by producing a printout 
of your listing, with a column of hex- 
adecimal figures down the side. 

These can then be checked against 
our version of these figures, printed in 
the magazine, alongside each listing. 




Check3.bas is put to the test with a simple three line listing 



Any discrepancies between the two, 
mean that there is a mistake in that 
particular line. Once you know which 
line to look at. the error can usually be 
located in a matter of seconds. 

Check3.bas is very easy to use. 
The program you intend to check, 
should be saved in ASCII format. To 
do this, type in the normal SAVE com- 
mand, followed by an a; for example. 
save "progl.bas", a. Then load 
Check3.bas and type run. 

You will be asked for the name of 
the file that you wish to check, and the 
name of a file to save the results into. 
Check3.bas works out the numbers, 
and saves a new version of the listing. 



complete with the addi- 
tional column. And that is 
all there is to it.'What 
could possibly be easier? 

The figures are. in fact, 
produced by using the 
computers internal repre- 
sentation of characters. 
Every single character, is represented 
by a number, called the ASCII code. 
These codes are used by Check3.bas to 
calculate a hexadecimal number, 
which is unique to that line. 

In addition. Check3.bas can also, 
on request, produce a printout, during 
the run of the program. This means 
that, within seconds of running 
Check3.bas. you could have located 
the errant line, and be well on your 
way to producing a working program. 
So. if you are uninsprired by error 
messages such as. "Subscript out of 
range on line 40". this is the program 
for you. No more cryptic advice -just 
one easy step to hassle-free listings. 



10 INPUT "ProQpafi 1 nsros : , prop* 

20 IF ENSTRCproni " . "' ) = Q THEN prc»3*=pPoq*-*-' : . has" 



On the case 

l pp< r and lower 
case characters are 
treated as Identical 
bj cbeck3.ba& It 
translates every- 
thing Into upper 
case, before it even 
begins to do the 
summing up. 



■ I ! 



•£■0 OPEN " I " 



FIND^M D"oq5> ! = " "THrN PKlivli "Proqi-ss-i not found' 
proig$ 
50 INPUT "name of file to write to ! ';pvoq2* 
SO INPUT "Send to pi-inter Y/N*jasfc$ 
70 IF UPPER*f3>sk$ i = !! Y" THEN pft%=] 
P.d IF or 00$ = !in THEN END 



Lines 10 to 80 check thai the file exists in ASCII format, and open the tile 



l«! 



GOTO ! O 



s.jF2 i 

liiOS 
21 F0 
076© 

•SA3 
i "< AS 
0FS6 



3PEN "U" ,2,prog2$ 

WHILE NOT EOF'-' \ ) 

L. I NE I NPUT 4r \ z* 

y4=UPPERi-( z* ) 

c he c k % =0 ; j % = 

FOR i% — 1 TO LEN(y$> 

y i=ASC ( n 1 D? ( v$ i % ' )) ■ 

IF y% "O SHF€ GOTO 180 

PRINT !! Save it in b$££t ASCII '>" : END 

i% = '%% + ] 



y%=32 GOTO 200 



1 ll Hllli .' 



+ 1 ) 



The next step is to read in each line and perform the calculation. This process is continued, until the end of file character is found 



210 PRINT #2 z» ■ TAB( 70 ) ; HEX* ' 'check % , 4 ) 

220 PRINT z$; TA-EK 70 ) ; HEX* (checks . 4) 

230 IP prt%=1 THEN LPRINT z$;TAB<70> ;HEX$< check%,4> 

2^10 WEND 

250 CLOSE l ; CLOSE 2; PRINT "done 1 " 

260 END 



The program produces the results, for each line, on screen and to a file. They are also printed out, if required 



08 ! / 

0928 

OS A 7 

05FB 

OGBA 

09B8 

1068 

0A6S 

HOC 

02PE 

OPOH 



04 I -c- 
0E8D 
0F22 
1788 
03 P 7 
1041 
03SF 



EXEMPLAR DESIGN S&TSfXS 



MD CLEARTEXT - best-selling independent font collection for 
PCW MicroDesign. "Excellent" (APCW). "Fontastic" (8000 
Plus). Superior text clarity on the PCW printer. Accents for most 
west European languages. Wide range of sizes. Only £14.95. 

MD CLEARPAGE - as above plus an extra disc of 
supplementary fonts (including Greek and Cyrillic) and a 
detailed guide to newsletter production in "upright" and 
"sideways" formats. Super value at £29.95. 

PLEASE SPECIFY WHICH TYPE OF PCW YOU USE! 

We also produce fonts and production guides for Stop Press 
and The Desktop Publisher - details on request. 



TYPESET No codes/ 

No ASCII! 

LASERSET no fuss! 



From just 




We use your Locoscript Layouts! 

Five years experience allows us 
to offer this unique service. Forget 
coding, use your PCW in the way 
you always do. We identify your 
layouts, bolds, italics, etc., and 
apply your choice of fonts from 
our large library. 

THAMESLINK 

99-101 St. Leonards Rd. Windsor. SL4 3BZ 
per page Tel: (07531 863356 Fax: (0753) 858330 



Software for serious spoils enthusiasts 



POOLSWINNER 11 

UN II ll\l\ll. POOLS I'RI DICIION I'ROOKAM 



• MASSIVE DATABASE Poolswinner is a sophisticated Pools 
prediction aid. It comes complete with the largest database available • 
22000 matches over 10 years. 

• PREDICTS Noljusi SCOREDRAWS, but NO-SCORES. A WAYS 
and HOMES loo. Predictions are based on many factors ... recent form, 
the massive database, current league standing, goal scoring rates, and 
draw averages leach factor is independently switchable by the user). 

• SUCCESSFUL Selec g uarantee that Poolswinner performs signtfi- 
cantly better than chance. 

• LEAGUE AND NON-LEAGUE matches are covered. 

• FULL LEAGUE TABLES are automatically generated as results are entered. 

• FULL PRINTER SUPPORT 

• AUTOMATIC FIXTURE GENERATION : Fixtures for English and Scottish 
League matches are generated automatically by Poolswinner's sister program FIXGEN... 




FIXGEN 1990/91 



No need to struggle for hours to get the fixture list into the computer - tZo.jU 

just type in the date, Fixgen contains the complete fixture list for the Pnolswinner 

whole year's league soccer. (Published under licence from the Football witn F'xgen 
League, and the Scottish Football League). 



COURSEWINNER v.t 

Mil 1*1 NTERS COMPUTER PROGRAM 



t The ORIGINAL, and still the BEST computer punter's aid. 

> Course winner V3 uses all the most important form pointers (past form, 
speed ratings, prize money, course statistics, jockey form, trainer form etel 
lo give a detailed assessment of eve r y runner's chances, not just a tip. 

* Vital statistics of all British courses (Draw advantage. Top 
Trainers and Jockeys etc) are included in the database. £24.00 

» Includes both FLAT and NATIONAL HUNT versions. 

r Full Printer support 




Available tor IBM (5.25". 3 J") Amstrad CPC 

AMIGA BBC 

Atari ST Commodore 641128 

Amstratl PCW Spectrum 



'Slate TAPE in DISC 

I Add £2.00 
for Disc). 



Sriul 1 liri/Hr ' PO 
l>ii irlmn ill fiiu m 



Selec Software O^" 

62 Allrincham Rd, Galley, Cheadle, Cheshire SK8 4DP Tel 061-428-7425 

ifiHl h>t lull li'i ill out M><iwarci phone 24 hr» 



IF A PICTURE IS WORTH A THOUSAND WORDS 

OvCicro design 2 

• TYPESETTING * TEXT EDITING * PAGE LAYOUT 
GRAPHICS • FONT DESIGN * PRINTING 

Runs on the PCW 8256, 8512 and 9512. Fully compatible with tiles Irom 
LocoScript 2, Protext. Wordstar. AMX Stop Press. The Desktop Publisher, 
Mini-Office Professional. ProScan. Rombo Vidi Digitiser, MasterScan and 
other PCW software packages. Supports most popular Mouse systems and 
9 pin, 24 pin and Laser printers, including the Star LC-10 Colour Printer. 

Huge range ol lonts (25 built in), Typestyles and Typsetting functions. 
Extensive range of Graphic Art and Design facilities. 



£39 



MICRODESIGN 2 

(E33.91 + VAT) 

With PCW (AMX type) Mouse and Through Interlace (£73.04 + VAT) = £84 

MicroDesign 2, with 256K internal Memory Upgrade Kit. ...(£53.91 + VAT) =£62 
MicroDesign 2, Mouse and Upgrade Kit (as above) ....(£86.91 + VAT) = £99.95 

COLOUR BROCHURE ON REQUEST. Large SAE appreciated. 

Cfet Trie fax/ 




KILL SEVEN BIRDS WITH ONE STONE 
Fax, Telephone, Answerphone, Copier, Printer, Fax Modem, SCANNER 
The Amstrad FX 9600AT is a top specification, full featured Facsimile 
Machine with 50 fax number memories; Telephone with 50 telephone 
number memories: Telephone Answering Machine; Photocopier; Computer 
Printer; and precision A4 wide Optical Image Scanner for use with 
ScanFax. All in one package that requires ONLY ONE telephone line (BT or 
Mercury). It is also a Modem for Direct Transmission of faxes from your 
computer. 



For home, office, or one-per-desk total communications, nothing comes 
near it in terms of features and price. 

FREE one year on-site Warranty (all faxes) 

FX 9600AT Fax with Answerphone, RRP £803.85 Our Price (£534.78 +) = £615 

FX 9600T As above, without Answerphone (£433.91 + VAT) = £499 

FX 5000 Low cost Fax, Telephone, Copier only (£356.52 + VAT) = £410 

Cable. Computer to FX 9600 £7.95 inc. 10 Rolls Amstrad Fax paper £35 inc 



OTHER SOFTWARE 



JLocoscript (PC 

While stocks last 

For IBM/PC Compatibles, with PC transfer s/w (£73 + VAT) = £83.95 

LocoUnk. Cable + PCW transfer s/w (with above) ..(£22.57 + VAT) = £25.95 

LocoLink PC transfer s/w for use without LocoScript PC £21 .50 

Please ring for avallablility of other Locomotive PCW software at pre- 
increase prices. 



^FCipper 



Flipper 2 Plus (v1.1). This new version is fully compatible with all PCW 
Memory Expansions up to 2 megaBytes and will allow you to flip between 
most programs usch as ProScan and MicroDesign 2. ..(£26 + VAT) = £29.90 
Save £4 when purchased together with MD2, or Memory Expansion 
Save £7 when purcahsed with either ProScan, ScanFax or RamPac 

SuperCDos 

All the latest computers work this way 

PCW SuperDos brings state-of-the-art Windows, Menus and Pointers to 
CP/M. Essential for the experienced CP/M user and novice alike 
SuperDos Latest Version 1.02 (£26.04 + VAT) = £29.95 



*k»<*><k^I^*^*^<«^*k^*><«^I>«>4 



THINK WHAT YOU CAN SAY WITH 




(Pro Scan 



"THE MAJOR 
HARDWARE 

RELEASE OF 
THE YEAR" 



Pro Scan is a Professional Hand Scanner, with Interlace and Software, 
from Creative Technology for use with MicroDesign 2 and other programs. 

A 'stand alone' product that supports 9 pin, 24 pin and Laser printers, it can 
be used with Stop Press, Newsdesk International and MasterScan. Almost 
any flat image can be scanned, giving high quality reproduction at up to 400 
dpi, with control of brightness, contrast, grey tones and texture (dither & 
stipple). Compatible with Flipper. 

"Sets the PCW up as a serious DTP tool." "Excellent value, excellent 
product." '8000 Plus' who awarded ProScan 20/20 

ProScan Hand Scanner for any PCW (£1 55.65 + VAT) = £179 

COLOUR BROCHURE ON REQUEST. Large SAE appreciated. 



Scan fa?^ 



ScanFax is a revolutionary new hardware and software package for the 
PCW that allows you to use the Amstrad FX 9600T or FX 9600AT fax 
machine as a scanning head in place of ProScan's hand held scanner. The 
FX 9600 scans the full width of A4 paper, with highly accurate alignment. 
ScanFax can also be used with any other standard computer scanning 
head. 

ScanFax costs (£104.30 + VAT) = £119.95 

NEW 

TRACEY . A moulded lens with integral cross-hairs, easily attaches to your 
Mouse and turns it into a simple Scanner £7.95 



PERIPHERALS AND ACCESSORIES 



LA 



NEW 




ry ▼ 



Coming 
Soon 



LA 




v ▼ 



A practical, low cost, 20 megaByte Hard Disk Drive 

FOR UNDER £300! 

• • SPECIAL OFFER - WHILE STOCKS LAST * * 

Amstrad CPS8256 ONLY (£34.74 + VAT) = £39.95 

EXTERNAL PRINTERS 

PCW 8256/8512 owners who purchase a printer will also need an Interface 
and Printer Cable. We also strongly recommend LocoScript 2. For all PCWs 
we recommend Locomotive's Printer Drivers Disc and/or the 24 pin Printer 
Drivers Disc for maximum compatibility with LocoScript 2. 

CABLES 

PRINTER CABLE for PCW 8256/8512 (interface required) £9.95 

PRINTER CABLE PCW 9512 £7.95 

COMPUTER TO AMSTRAD 9600 FAX £7.95 

KEYBOARD EXTENSION All PCWs £5.95 

PRINTER EXTENSION PCW 9512 (2M) £14.95 

PRINTER EXTENSION PCW 8256/8512 (2 pes) (2M) £19.95 

NULL MODEM CABLE Data transfer, computer to computer £14.95 

"DONGLE" Adapts export PCW to Interface, RamPac etc £17.95 

RIBBONS Genuine Star. Others may invalidate your warranty, (including 
VAT, P&P) LC-10 £4.60, 5+ £4.30. LC-10 Col £6.90. 5+ £6.20. (also takes 
black for economy) LC24-10/15 £5.75. 5+ £5.25. 
BBD DUST COVERS (incl VAT. P&P) PCW 8256/8512 (grey 3pc) ....£11.45 

9512 (ivory 3pc) £13.45. 9512 with auto cut S/F (Ivory 3pc) ...£13.45 

STAR LC-10, LC-10C, LC24-10, LC24-15 (state grey or ivory) £5.50 

INTERFACES Serial/Parallel for PCW 8256/8512 printer connection 
and all PCWs Data Transfer (also see LocoLink) 

SCA Professional. Highly regarded, full featured (£42.61 + VAT) = £49 

SCA Prof. Plus. As above + real time clock/calendar (£51.30 +) = £59 

PCW MOUSE AMX type, with Interface and through connector (NB The 
Kempston Mouse does not have a through connector)(£41.30 * VAT) = £47.50 
DISC STORAGE Ams 10 (ten 3" discs) while stocks last £3.95 



y/2 " 'Disc Drive. 

An additional, external, 3.5" B Drive, for PCW 8512, or 8256 with two internal 
drives. Can also be used with single drive PCWs but not yet suitable for the 
PCW 9512 with second internal drive. Switches electronically between inter- 
nal and external B drives when you insert a disc. No unreliable mechanical 
switching! 1 megaByte capacity, 720K formatted, or 704K under LocoScript. 

We only supply high quality TEAC Drives, fitted in a proper case and supplied 
with FREE PD SOFTWARE to transfer your data to and from a PC compatible. 
Uses low cost 3i/2" disks. 



FD3.5SW Drive with PD Software (£100 + VAT) 



£115 



OTHER PCW DRIVES 



3" Amstrad internal fitting 1 megabyte (720K formatted) Second Drives, using 
CF2 discs, with simple instructions for DIY. Just "Plug in & Go". Amstrad have 
discontinued the FD2 with black front panel. It is only available while stocks last 
and is replaced by otherwise identical FD4 with off-white front panel. 

* FD2 Second Drive for PCW 8256 (drive B) (£103.48 + VAT) = £119 

* FD4 Second Drive for PCW 8256 (drive B) (£100 + VAT) = £115 

* FD4 Second Drive for PCW 9512 (drive B) (£100 t VAT) = £115 

Brand New Service Replacement Drives 

* FD1 500K (180K7side) replacement Drive A for 8256/851 2...(£68.70 +) =£79 

* FD4A 1MB (720K) replacement drive A for PCW 9512 (£86.09 +) =£99 

* FD4B 1MB (720K) replacement drive B for all PCWs... (£86.09 + VAT) = £99 

Save £5 on any drive when purchased with any Memory Expansion 

H{am!Pac 

NEW 1 .5 megaByte RamPac now available 

The SCA RamPac is the first successful Memory Expansion above 51 2K that 
does not Invalidate any PCW warranty. Only RamPac is approved by 
Locomotive Software. RamPac simply plugs onto the back of any PCW and 
immediately increases the capacity of Drive M by either 51 2K, 768K. or 1 .5mB. 
It is compatible with MicroDesign 2, Flipper 2 Plus 1.1 and most PCW pro- 
grams. Existing owners of SCA 51 2K RamPacs can expand their memory to 
768K themselves with our DIY Kit, or return it to us for expansion at nominal 
charge. Now you can copy a 720K disc in one operation! 

RamPac 51 2K Memory Expansion (£99 ♦ VAT) = £113.85 

RamPac 768K Memory Expansion (£119 + VAT) = £136.85 

RamPac 1.5Mb Memory Expansion (£199 + VAT) = £228.85 

DIY 512K to 768K RamPac Expansion Kit (£22.56 + VAT) =£25.95 



256K MEMORY UPGRADE 



Upgrade your PCW 8256 internal memory to 512K with our best selling kit. 
Almost an essential for MicroDesign 2, LocoSpell and disc copying. Intallation 
really is straightforward. Thousands of satisfied customers. 

Simple instructions for the inexperienced. We supply top quality plug-in chips (no 
soldering) which are jig preformed for ease of insertion - NO BENDING 
REQUIRED - plus a 'Practice' chip. Simply "Plug in and Go". 

PCW 8256 256K Memory Upgrade Kit to 512K (£21 .70 + VAT) = £24.95 



IschooS 




Just in time for 
Christmas! 

Even better than Fun 
School 2, the biggest 
selling educational 

package ever! 
Six challenging, struc- 
tured programs in each 
pack. Stunning graph- 
ics, exciting sounds. We 
strongly recommend 
these enthralling FUN 
programs! 

Due for release in November, (RRP £24.99). Please phone for availability. 
There are three programs: a) 5 years b) 5-7 years c) 7+ years 
PCW version £19.95 incl. PC version £21.95 (state 31/2" or 51/4" disk) 



Minimum order C10. Next day Courier Delivery £8.. 
Bold prices Include VAT end UK post. Normally b\ 



Send cheques Money orders: or PIc'LAGovt on 



return 

irs to: 






SILICON CITY 

Dept 8, Wheal Rose, 
Redruth,Cornwall TR16 5DR 



Access/Visa orders: Telephone 0209 8911 



(Coolchance Ltd) 
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Arnor's 1990 PCW Software Sale 



PROTEXT ... The Word Processor 

Protext is firmly established as the alternative to Locosoript. 

All the features you would expect from a good word processor - many text editing commands, print 
commands, spell checking and mail-merging. The refinement and thought that has been put into the 
program - logical keystrokes and commands, clear layout, speed and power ... all go towards making 
Protext ideal for the novice or the experienced user. 

* On-screen help * Typewriter mode * Insert or overwrite typing mode * Word count * Undelete feature 

* Move/copy/delete/print blocks of text * Box manipulation * Configuration * Personal dictionaries * Exec 
files « Two file editing * Keyboard macros « File conversion * Comprehensive Find & Replace * Foreign 
languages and accents * Program editing mode * Proportional printing, right justified * Conditional 
printing and loop constructs * Print any number of copies * Works with any printer * Calculator « Print 
labels * Use the maths/string functions to produce personalised invoices etc * 

* Compatible with PCW 9512 « Enhanced spelling checker - larger dictionaries, dictionary on drive M or on 
program disc * Many improvements based on customer feedback • 

"Protext deserves to be the system by which all other word 
processors are judged ... a superb product' your computer 

'The great strength of this package is its ease of use" CWTA 
"Protext is the solution to all Locoscripts drawbacks" PCW 
Makes Locoscript took like a snail" soooplus 
"Simply the best word processing program to date tor the 
PCW ... Locoscript is effectively dead" putting your 

AMSTRADTOWORK 



Special Offer - Save £20 

Buy Protext together with the book 
for £49.90 and save £20 off RRP. 
(RRP £59.95 + £9.95 = £69.90) 

Protext + Book £49.90 



Protext is also available in German at £59.95 (Prowort) 



... The Book 

This is an independently produced 
book about Protext, written by Rob 
Ainsley. 

The book features a large section 
of tips for easy reference and is 
well illustrated with screen shots 
and printouts. 

It also includes a section written to 
help the Locoscript user to 
'convert' quickly to Protext. 

It is an essential purchase for any 
current or potential Protext user 
whatever their word processing 
experience. 

Protext...A PCW User's guide 

246 pages, illustrated paperback 

Price £9.95 + £1 post/packing 
(Post/packing is free if buying a 
piece of software) 



CP/M languages and PC Protext 



MAX AM II 

Complete CP/M machine code development system 

* Macro assembler * nested conditional assembly • file 
inclusion « textual substitution of macro parameters 

* repeat loops * Full expression evaluation * Error listing to 
screen/file/printer * 8080 mode * Linking facility * Create 
object files for use with C * 

Window based monitor, with: 

* line assembler * disassembler * memory editor * find 
string * relocate * move memory * compare memory * fill 
memory * bank switching * symbolic debugger * single 
stepping * set memory limits for stepping * stack checking 

* conditional breakpoints * trace mode * edit registers 

* Editor is program mode of Protext (as for C) * 

" Maxam II - now the best gets even better " CWTA cpc 

"A really excellent piece of software which, given the speed 
with which debugging can be done, will pay its way very 
quickly" acu 

"The thing that struck me ... was the amount of thought 
and effort that has gone into this product " CWTA CPC 

"Maxam II is stunning ... the most complete and competent 
programming package around. Simple, speedy and 
sophisticated " 



AMSTRAD ACTION 



RRP £49.95 



Sale price £24.00 



Complete C development system 

* Full implementation of K&R standard * 

* Optimising compiler « Floating point 
arithmetic « 32 and 16 bit integer arithmetic 

* I/O and maths libraries * Conditional 
compilation * File inclusion * Macros 

* Linker accepts C and assembler (with 
Maxam II) * Stand alone generator 
produces COM files 

Protext compatible editor:- 

"fast and easy to use *on screen help 

* two file editing * keyboard macros * fully 
configurable" powerful find and replace 

* exec files * compile from inside editor 

" Very good value tor money " amstrad pcw 

"Streets ahead in terms of programming 
power ■ amstrad action 

"In typical Amor fashion, they've taken their 
time and got it right' amstrad computer user 



"All the facilities necessary to 
complete applications programs " 



write 



popular computing weekly 



RRP £49.95 Sale price £24.00 



Upgrading to a PC? 

Protext v5.0 is now available for 
the PC at a special upgrade price 
of £110 (inc. VAT) for all PCW 
users. Send us your original 
Protext or Locoscript disc with 
your order. 

Protext has been designed as a 
PC program, not as an imitation of 
a PCW program and thus 
complements other PC software 
much better than Locoscript PC. 

Features include justification and 
centring of any mixture of different 
printing fonts, including 

proportional; extensive language 
support including Eastern 
European languages; multiple file 
editing; split screen editing; index 
and contents; footnotes and 
newspaper column printing. 

For further details please contact 
Arnor. Protext 5.0 is available for 
IBM PC and compatibles, Amiga, 
Atari ST and Acorn Archimedes. 



All programs run on PCW8256/8512, 9512, CPC6128 




ffe/easf/jgyot/rmfcfospotefft/a/.. . 

Amor Ltd (EPJ, 611 Unco/n Road, Peterborough, PE1 3HA. Tel: 0733 68909 

All prices Include VAT, postage and packing. Access/Visa/Cheque/Postal Order. Fax: 0733 67299 



Langford 



LANGFORD 

A page in the company 
of David Langford 




frictions 



Freelancing as a writer can 
involve you with sleazy 
operators who sooner or 
later may display the 
cloven hoof. Earlier this year I 
found myself suing publishers in 
the Clerkenwell County Court — 
all by remote control, without 
having to walk further than a 
nearby letter-box. You might need 
to do the same one day, so here's 
the terrible saga. 

Before. I'd always been 
lucky: my publishers paid what 
they owed me. eventually. (Well, 
there was one dear old chap who 
sold his firm and retired: he reck- 
oned the new owners inherited all 
debts; the new owners reckoned 
not; in the end I wrote off the out- 
standing four quid.) This luck 
changed with the final instalments 
of my SF review column for the 
now defunct games magazine 
GM. published by Croftward Ltd 



— accursed be their name. 

Learning that even the editors 
were no longer getting paid. I 
began to worry. Cheques contin- 
ued not to arrive. Panic! This was 
where the SF grapevine came in 
handy. I was soon in touch with a 
writer (Marcus Rowland) who'd 
already successfully sued this out- 
fit. Picking his brains eased my 
first foray into the deadly arena of 
Small Claims litigation.... 

Court circulars 

Most of us dread legal action, 
feeling with some justification 
that going to court is equivalent to 
lighting a huge bonfire of bank- 
notes around which solicitors and 
barristers will dance a merry jig 
for as long as your life savings 
last. But mere writers tend to 
chase relatively small sums, and if 
the amount is under £500 there's 
no question of solicitor's fees. 



So... suppose you've been owed 
money too long by some rotten, 
lousy publishing firm which out 
of cowardice we'll call Ripoff 
Ltd. "Proof of debt" is the basic 
requirement: a contract or accep- 
tance letter which mentions a fee 
should do. together with a copy of 
the book/magazine/newspaper 
containing your work. If you have 
only the latter, some research 
might be needed to establish their 
standard payment terms - which, 
all too often, seem to be 
"Payment on lawsuit only." 

You need to give advance 
warning in a formal letter. 
Typically you'll have sent half a 
dozen and got no reply, but a final 
one is still necessary — contain- 
ing the magic words, "Unless I 
hear from you within seven days I 
will issue proceedings in the 
XXXX County Court...." . 

My own inclination is to say 
"seven days" but actually allow 
more leeway for a dreamy inter- 
val of Post Office limbo. 
However. I might have done bet- 
ter to rush as fast as possible... as 
will emerge. Meanwhile, there's 
the question of which county 
court to name: for defaulting pub- 
lishers, it's the one in the district 
containing their Registered 
Office. Don't worry if a check at 
Companies House shows Ripoff 
Ltd to be registered in the 
Orkneys: you needn't visit. 

The finer points 

Now it's time for some official 
forms, available free from your 
own local County (not magis- 
trates') Court. You want a 
"Request for Issue of Default 
Summons" and the accompanying 
Form EX50. actually a lucid little 
booklet about the whole proce- 
dure. This contains an easily lost 
slip of paper listing court fees — 
currently 10% of the debt you're 
chasing, with a minimum of £7 
and a £37 plateau for debts of 
£300 to £500. Get two copies of 
the summons form, my pal 
advises — you might spoil the 
first, although I smugly didn't. 

While you're there, pick up 
forms EX50B and C. explaining 
how to translate a court victory 
into actual debt recovery, and how 
much this will cost. Sadly, 
nobody told me about that bit. 

By the way, the useful EX50 
booklet contains examples of how 
warning letters should be phrased, 
and specimen Statement of Plaint 
drafts. Perhaps some public-spir- 
ited soul will one day put together 
a public domain disc of such 
documents and information: the 
PCW Small Claims Kit, with all 
the standard forms of plaint ready 
to load into LocoScript for adap- 
tation to your own case. 



"Plaint" is mere legalese for 
complaint, and after a heading 
which names the court, leaves 
room for a case number and gives 
both parties' addresses, the 
writer's Statement, which consists 
roughly of: "we agreed this; they 
published that; payment not 
received by whenever; letters 
requesting payment sent then, 
then and then; letter warning of 
court action sent on such-and- 
such a date; the Plaintiff claims 
£XXX. being the fee owed." 

There's a box measuring four 
by five inches for all this on the 
summons form, which is why it's 
a good wheeze to attach a sepa- 
rate and perfectly word-processed 
statement instead. (This is how 
my pal ruined his first form — 
trying to get everything into the 
box.) In fact you should print and 
attach two identical ones. 

You then post everything to 
the relevant court — form, state- 
ments, court fee. and the tradi- 
tional stamped addressed enve- 
lope in which you'll be sent an 
acknowledgment carrying the all- 
important case number. 

The bitter end 

It went like clockwork. The court 
served a summons on my loathed 
publishers; two weeks later, as 
explained in the booklet, I bunged 
in the "Request for Entry of 
Judgement by Default" form (also 
free from the local court), and 
was awarded the full amount of 
my debt plus the £37 fee. 

All I had to do was collect it. 

I puzzled at length over book- 
let EX50C, enticingly entitled 
"Enforcing Money Judgements in 
the County Court". Sending in 
bailiffs to seize the company's 
battered PCWs would cost me 
£38 and might not actually pay 
off, since the stuff would be sold 
by public auction for peanuts 
(how can I get to these sales?). 

Around then, the wretched 
company announced its creditors' 
meeting, and the first thing that 
emerged from the accounts was 
that all their worldly goods were 
forfeit to the bank as security on 
the third of a million owed 
them.... 

Paradoxically, a company 
that's a million pounds in the hole 
can laugh at small creditors: the 
big ones (bank. VAT. Inland 
Revenue, etc.) are now calling the 
tune and couldn't care less about 
ordinary bruised people. 

Your hero emerged £37 
poorer, but with a wealth of excit- 
ing new experience and a stem 
moral. The moral is: don't start 
even a small-claims action against 
vile defaulting publishers, until 
you're sure there are some assets 
for you to grab. • 
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TIPOFFS 

The greatest story every told! (almost) 

Can't strike gold in LocoScript? Docs BASIC, to be frank, incense you? 
Keep going "mm, err..." in Micro Design? Then give yourself a Christmas 
present - read Tipoffs, the pages with a sackful of gift-wrapped goodies. 
There are crackers this month on LocoScript. LocoFile. Mini Office. Stop 
Press, SuperCalc. BASIC and many more. One wise man gets a £30 
Christmas box from us for his plum LocoScript tip: Alun Rees of 
Haverfordwest. 

Do you have any gems of wisdom? Help others over their cold turkey! 
Send your tips to Tipoffs. 8000 Plus. 30 Monmouth St. Bath BA1 2XF. Even 
that's a gift - it's Freepost. so get writing. There's no time like the present. 



Data loss? 



Is there any way to port to a PC 
the information I have stored in 
my PCW database program. 
Datagem? I have inserted the data 
into a LocoScript document where 
the items are separated by spaces. 
Keith Mason. London W5 

8000 Plus: Probably the quickest 
way is to use /EXCH] to swop all 
occurrences of three spaces to two 
spaces. Doing this repeatedly 
should make all fields separated 
by two spaces, which you can then 
exchange for [TAB[s or 
[RETURNjs or something. (It 



can't be single spaces, because 
otherwise fields which contain sin- 
gle spaces - such as address lines 
- will get broken up). If some of 
the fields occupied all or nearly 
all the space available then some 
fields may be separated by one or 
no spaces - these will have to be 
separated manually. 

Alternatively you can write a 
short BASIC program to take out 
the fields and rewrite them as a file 
with one to a line, though to say 
more we'd need to know a lot 
more details about the files. 

Once you' ve got a LocoScript 
file with the fields in a sensible 
layout, one to a line, you can port 
them to the PC using LocoLink. 



Dated tip 



Is there a way of making 
LocoScript 's disc manager cata- 
logue my files by the date they 
were created, rather than by their 
name? 
K Harris, Weston super Mare, 
Somerset 

8000 Plus: No (even using CPIMs 
date stamping utility) unless you 
name your files by the dale in 
YYMMDD format. For instance, 
you might call a letter written on 
27th January 1991 to RJ Smith 
910I27.RJS perhaps. LocoScript 
then presents you with a sorted 
directory of your files. This way of 
writing dates is now the interna- 
tional standard, being part of the 
ISO system of international codes, 
precisely because it is directly 
computer sortable. 



On the other hand, suppose 
you keep your letters in a group 
where the first eight letters of each 
document name are the name of 
the recipient. You can date the let- 
ters by using the last three spaces 
in the name after the dot: 105 for 
January 5th. 930 for September 
30th and so on. October. 
November and December can be 
A. B and C respectively (where A. 
B and C stand for 10. 11 and 12 in 
the manner of hexadecimal) so 
that Christmas Day is C25. 
Bonfire Night BOS and so on. This 
way all the same letters to the 
same recipient are filed neatly in 
order of date. 

LocoScript sorts files by their 
first letter, in the order 
"tt$% •0...9A...Z_(j 
so. if you want to force some files 
to be listed on the directory before 
others, rename them to have a ' in 
front of them for example. 



Smart moves 



How can 1 move, not copy, a 
group of LocoScript documents 
which do not share a common 
suffix, from one disc to another? 
And how can I erase a group 
of LocoScript documents? 
Phillip Langley-Essen, Buxted, 
E Sussex 

8000 Plus: The erasing of a group 
of Loco documents is easy. Say 
you want to Mat everything in 
group 5. Switch on your PCW and 
insert the CP/M disc. At the A> 
which appears, insert the 
LocoScript disc and type 
USER 3 [RETURN] 
ERA *.* [RETURN] 
USER II [RETURN] 
ERA *.* [RETURN] 
USER [RETURN] 

You have now erased every- 
thing from group 3 and also from 
group 11 (where LocoScript stores 



the limbo files from group 3). The 
last line returns you to group 0. 
You'll have noticed the A> prompt 
change to 3A> and I1A> en 
route. 

Moving a complete group of 
Loco documents from one disc to 
another is done by copying them 
then erasing the original lot. 
Suppose you are copying all of 
group 5 from disc X to group 5 on 
disc Y. Switch on the PCW and 
insert the CP/M disc. At the A>. 
type 

USER 5 [RETURN] 
PIP [RETURN] 

and at the * which appears insert 
disc X and type 
M:=A:*.* [RETURN] 
and when it finishes insert disc Y 
and type 

A:=M:*.* [RETURN] 
(if you wanted them in. say group 
4 on disc Y. this line would be 
A:[g4]=M:*.* [RETURN!). Now 
re-insert disc X and erase the files 
in group 5 as above. 



Prints charming 



I have a Panasonic daisywheel 
printer, connected up to my 
PCW8256 via an RS232 interface. 
It works with LocoScript 2, but 
how can I get SuperCalc 2 and the 
Cracker to output to it? 

Bryan VVatkins, Totnes, Devon 

8000 Plus: Run up CP/M and 
insert side 3 of your master discs. 
Type 

DEVICE LST:=CEN [RETURN] 
and a list of assignments appears. 
Thereafter all printer output 
should go to the Panasonic. To 
make printer output go to the nor- 
mal prnter, type 
DEVICE LST.-LPT [RETURN] 

If you have problems with a 
program refusing to print on the 
Panasonic, or if you want a copy 
of printer output from (say) a 
BASIC program saved as a 
LocoScript file, you can try the 
following trick. In CP/M, before 
running the program, insert side 3 
of the CP/M discs (or just your 
CP/M disc on a PCW95I2) and 
type at the A> 

PUT PRINTER OUTPUT TO 
FILE M.TEMP [RETURN] 
then run the program (BASIC. 
Cracker etc.) as usual. You can 



choose any file name apart from 
M.TEMP of course. 

Nothing now appears to print; 
it's actually being intercepted and 
put into a file M.TEMP. When you 
finish, quit back to CP/M and use 
PIP to copy M.TEMP onto a disc 
(insert your CP/M disc, type PIP 
[RETURN], at the asterisk insert 
a disc and type A:=M:TEMP 
I RETURN [). 

(To make the printer output be 
put on the printer again in CP/M, 
by the way. you can type 
PUT PRINTER OUTPUT TO 
PRINTER [RETURN] 
though of course in any case the 
diverting of printer output to 
M.TEMP stops when vou switch 

off). 

Then run up LocoScript as 
usual and create a new blank doc- 
ument on the disc with TEMP. In 
it press [fl] for 'Insert text' ([f7l 
if you have LocoScript I ) and 
move the cursor over TEMP then 
IENTERI. 

The text that would have gone 
to the printer is inserted in the 
Loco document, which you can 
now print on the daisywheel in the 
usual LocoScript way if you have 
LocoScript 2. 



Sheet lightning 



SuperCalc users can insert spread- 
sheets into a LocoScript document 
in a quicker way than that sug- 
gested in Tipoffs. October 
("Spread it about") - if you're not 
fussy about the positions of the 
tabs. 

A simple .PRN file from 
SuperCalc can be inserted directly 
into a LocoScript document (using 
|fl| in LocoScript 2. |f7] in Loco 
1 ); the items are padded out by 
spaces so that the result looks the 



same on screen as it did in 
SuperCalc. It will print out fine in 
anything except proportional spac- 
ing. 

Obviously the number of 
columns and their width must fit 
into the paper size, so arrange this 
with the /Format command in 
SuperCalc. Take off the borders 
with /Global.Border: use the 
/Output command and write the 
spreadsheet to disc which will 
automatically give a .PRN file. 

Dennis Eagles. 

Hereford, 

Hereford & Worcs 
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(27)+"c"+CHRS(0) 




Esrever ni 


puts it back to normal. This listing 


1 


will enable you to select dark or 


How can I reverse the screen in 


bright screen at the beginning of a 


BASIC, to get black letters on a 


program. 


white background on my 9512? 


10 csc$ = CHR$(27) 


J Mitchell, London SW1 


20 brightS = esc$ + "b" + ".'" + 




esc$ + "c" + CHRS(O) 


8000 Plus: You can switch 


30 dark$ = esc$ + "b" + CHR$(0) 


between a black-on-green/white 


+ esc$ + V + CHR$(0) 


or green/white-on-black screen in 


40 PRINT "Screen dark or bright? 


BASIC with the following com- 


(Press D or B)" 


mands. 


50 c$ = INPUTS (I) : cS = 


PRINT 


upperS(cS) 


CHR$(27)+"h"+"?"+CHR$(27)+ 


60 ifc$= "D" THEN screenS = 


"c"+CHR$(0) 


darkS ELSE screenS = brightS 


will reverse out the screen while 


70 PRINT screenS 


PRINT 


80 (program continues from 


CHR$(27)+ "h"+CHR$(0)+CHR$ 


here ) 



Size does count 



Supercalc 2 has a maximum size 
spreadsheet of about 50 rows on 
my PCW8256. 1 added extra 
memory but it made no difference. 
How can I get Supercalc to use 



this larger memory? 

Peter Goodrum, Maidstone 

8000 Plus: Supercalc is limited 
for various technical reasons to 
30k or so. so there's not much you 
can do except buy something like 
Mini Office and re-type the lot! 



Cup runneth over 



In Tipoffs. November (Disc 
Runneth Over) you gave advice on 
how to split up a document so big 
that it could not be edited (87K on 
a 173K disc) into smaller more 
manageable ones. Unfortunately 
your method (using blocks) only 
works with LocoScript 2. Mr 
Fraser of Fort William will be a 
frustrated man if he followed your 
directions exactly, because blocks 
do not survive a change of docu- 
ment, and he will have lost some 
of his precious manuscript! 
Even Homer sometimes 
nods... 

J Newman, Honiton, Devon 

8000 Plus: Whoops! Sorry about 
that: here's the full, amended, pro- 
cedure again. 

The problem: you have a very 
large document and want to split 
it up into smaller ones. 

The solution: Make sure you 
have a blank formatted disc first - 
you'll split off some of this huge 
document onto it. 

1. Edit the file. Press /COPY/ then 
[PAGE] three times then {CUT] 
then (zero). The first three pages 
should be cut out (but saved to the 
memory temporarily - you can get 
them back later). 

2. In LocoScript I: Press IfSJ 
'Blocks' and give as the block to 
save. You are returned to the disc 
manager: give group of the M 
drive as the destination by moving 
the cursor into it and pressing 



fENTER]. Give a suitable name 
such as BLOCK! . You are 
returned to the document. 

In LocoScript 2: Go to step 3. 

3. Exit the document. It is saved 
with the first three pages cut out. 
If it won't save, repeat the copy- 
cut business again and end it with 
I , not 0. saving it as BLOCK. 2: if 
that still isn't enough, do it again 
with one press of page and end 
with 2, saving as BLOCK.3: and 
so on). 

4. Now insert your blank disc and 
create a new file, calling it PARTI 
or something. 

In LocoScript 2. in the new 
file, press IPASTEJO (and 
[PASTE]/ etc. if you needed to 
save more pages). 

In LocoScript 1 . in the new 
file, press IP] 'Insert text' and in 
the disc manager move the cursor 
to M over BLOCK. I and 
(ENTER}. 

The text cut out from the old 
big document is inserted in the 
new one. Finish editing. 

5. Repeat steps I and 2 until you 
have split up MANUSCRP into 
several smaller files of about 8- 
10K each called MANUSCRP. I . 
MANUSCRP.2 etc. 

Apologies to anyone who has 
lost a page or two of text: the 
damage shouldn't have been 
catastrophic. And anyway, you 
had been keeping a backup, hadn't 
you? 

And as the school howler has 
it. Homer was not actually written 
by Homer, but by another man of 
that name. 



On Spec 



Anyone wishing to transfer 
Tasword documents, or BASIC 
programs, from a Spectrum to a 
PCW (like Nigel Bovey. Tipoffs, 
November) may find (he following 
useful. Get a lead made up to con- 
nect your PCW's RS232 port to 
the Spectrum with these connec- 
tions: 
Sinclair PCW 

2 2 

3 3 
7 7 

4 and 5 4.5 and 20 

The PCW can receive the files 
using MAIL232 (on your CP/M or 
LocoScript 1 disc). Run up CP/M 
and at the A> prompt insert the 
disc with MAIL232 on and type 
MAIL232 IRETURN]. When it 
loads up. press |fl | then |+] |+] 
(down cursor) |+| |+). The top two 
numbers should read 50; this is the 
baud rate. 

The Spectrum needs a comms 
package, and BASIC can control 
it. Type, save and run the follow- 
ing (on the Spectrum!): 
10 FORMAT "b";50:OPEN 
#4;"t" 

20 LET a=30000: POKE a,0 
30 LET b=CODE (INKEY$#4) 
40 IF b 10 THEN POKE a,b: 
PRINT AT 0,0;CHR$ b: LET 
a=a+l 

SO LET a$=INKEY$: IF a$="" 
THEN GO TO 30 



60 IF INKEY$="_" THEN 

POKE a,0: GO TO 100 

70 PRINT #4;a$;: GO TO 30 

100 CLOSE #4 

110LETa=30000 

120 IF PEEK a=0 THEN STOP 

130 PRINT CHR$ (PEEK a);: 

LETa=a+l:GOTO120 

To send messages just type 
them on the Spectrum; they 
should appear on the PCW when 
running MAIL232. Typing on the 
PCW will store characters in the 
Spectrum memory: press _ (sym- 
bol shift 0) to see them. 

To receive BASIC programs 
set up MAIL232 as before and 
press [f3]. Type the name of the 
file to store in where it says 
"receive' and press [ENTER]. On 
the Spectrum type the text of line 
10 (i.e. omitting the 10 at the 
beginning). Load the program and 
type LIST #4. The program will 
appear on the PCW. When 
finished press [ALT| lSTOP|. 
Then press [f71 [ENTER] and exit 
to CP/M. 

To receive a Tasword 2 file 
from the Spectrum, set up 
MAIL232 as for a BASIC pro- 
gram. On the Spectrum, type and 
run the following: 
10 FORMAT "b",50: OPEN 
#4,"b" 

20 LET a=32000 
30 IF PEEK a 

Kevin Sheldrake, 

Peterborough, 

Cambs 



Staggering! 



Here's a neat way to get a shadow 
effect in LocoScript. You do it by 
overprinting the same line twice, 
with zero line spacing and a dif- 



ferent space at the beginning of 
each to 'stagger' it. The screen 
shot shows how. You can experi- 
ment with different fonts in 
LocoFont if you have it. 

Basil Pigg, 
Bath, Avon 



(*Pitchl7).(*PitchPSD)Hank.h , arvin.and. the. Shadows (+LSpaceO)<J 
IffitchiaKlffitchPSDjHank.Marvin.and.the.ShadousJ+LSpaceDf 

(+P itchlv) . (tf i tchPSD) Hank .Marv in .and . the . Shadows (tLSpaceO) f 
(+Pitchl2).(*PitchPSD)Hank.Harvin.and.the.Shadows(+LSpacel)«' 



A neat shadow effect in LocoScript. Looks complicated on screen, but prints out 
very nicely. 





the cursor keys adjust the position 




Quick file 


of the box. Simple, but you can 
quite easily see what you're doing. 




A reminder to LocoFile users that 


and saves the trouble of getting 


when creating a new file that 


the sizes and positions right by 


|ALT| with the cursor keys adjusts 


trial and error. 


the size of a newly created box on 


David Layzell, Newnham, 


the card, and |SHIFT] |ALT| with 


Gloucs 
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Got it taped 



Tipoffs, October, gave details of 
how to design inserts for cassette 
tape boxes in LocoScript. Owners 
of Stop Press can design very nice 
inserts using the following layout. 

1 . Select L 1 grids lock on 

2. Select L6 X.Y counter 

3. Select G4 square 

4. Position the cross hair to 

1 12,036 (press 7 FIND) then move 
the cross hair to 596.238 and press 
7 (FIND). This gives the main 
square 

5. Press 9 (UNIT) once. Position 
cross hair to 1 12,068. Press 7 and 
move to 569,014: press 7. Then 
press 9 (to give the title area). 

6. Select H5 (rubber band) line 
drawing and move to 352,104. 
Press 8 (DOC). Pull down the 
screen to 352,238. Press 7 (to 
divide it into two halves). 



7. The next set of moves are: 

Move to 1 1 2. 1 26; press 8: move to 

596. 1 26: press 7 

Move to 1 12.138; press 8: move to 

596,138; press 7 

Move to 1 12,154; press 8: move to 

596. 154; press 7 

Move to 1 1 2. 1 68; press 8; move to 

596.168; press 7 

Move to 1 12,180; press 8; move to 

596,180; press 7 

Move to 1 12.196; press 8: move to 

596.196: press 7 

Move to 1 12.210: press 8: move to 

596.210; press 7 

Move to 1 1 2.224; press 8: move to 

596,224; press 7 

Move to 1 12.238; press 8; move to 

596.238; press 7 

You can also add text if you 
wish using |f 1 1. Save under clip 
an and print out as many as you 
want. 

AC Hoskin, Halstead, Essex 



Famous last 



Long documents should be stored 
in LocoScript as a series of small 
files, each no more than 8-10K 
say. But if you use justified text 
and one document really has to 
end in mid-paragraph, LocoScript 
won"! justify the last line because 
no text follows it. 

The solution is to insert a 
space after the last word, and then 



so. that. even. to. the. last,, he. regained, 
defiant. .Indeed,, uhen. his. housekeeper, 
called.and. inquired. if .Harx.had.any. last. 
uords,.he.is. connonly. though, to. have. 
said. as. his. last. uords:. "Last. uords. are. 
for. fools. who. haven't. said, enough!. Get. 
out!".He. nou. know. that. this. is. not. the. 
case, .and. that. in. fact. his. last, uords. 
were. as. follous:. "argli.. ..ugh. . ..glpV 



You can't justify the last line of text 
because nothing follows It.. 



hard spaces ([+] (SPACE]) until 
justification is enforced. 

Alun Rees, Haverfordwest, 
Dyfed 

8000 Plus: To make sure the last 
line (of spaces) doesn't muck up 
the printing, put a 1+jLSO at the 
beginning of the penultimate line 
(i.e. the last line of text) and a 
l+ILSI (or whatever line spacing 
you use) at the beginning of the 
last line (of spaces). 



so. that. even. to. the. last,, he. renamed. 
defiant. .Indeed,, uhen. his. housekeeper, 
ca lied. and. inquired. if.Narx. had. any. last, 
uords,. he. is. comonly. though, to. have, 
sa id. as.his. last. uords:. "Last. uords. are. 
for. fools.who. haven't. said, enough!. Get. 
out!". Me. nw. know. that. this. is. not. the. 
case,. and. that. in. fact. his. last, uords. 
Here. as. follows:, "argh.,,. ugh.... glp". 



...unless you fool LocoScript into justi- 
fying that last line by adding hard 
spaces. Clever eh? 



. 



Red interface time 



Anyone attempting to build the 
interface circuit in Tipoffs, 
October, to connect two monitors 
to the PCW may experience some 
difficult due to the incorrect num- 
bering of half the pins on the 
74LS00 chip in the diagram as 
published. The circuit shows the 
connections made to the correct 
physical locations on the chip but 
pins 8 to 14 are numbered the 
wrong way round; i.e. the 5v con- 
nection at the top of the diagram 
should be labelled pin 14, not 8, 
and the synch output at the bottom 
of the diagram should be 8, not 
14. The diagram here should 
explain. 
J Dean, Burton on Trenl. Staffs 
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Before you start to follow October's 

tip on connecting two monitors to 

your PCW, study this diagram of 

74LS00 connections carefully... 



Marginally worse 



I wish to print out on A5 paper in 
LocoScript 2. 1 have set the 'paper 
type' in the document to A5. and 
when I come to print out I 'switch 
to paper intended for document' 
(i.e. A5). But the text still prints 
out as if it were A5 - i.e. the right 
hand side of the document is 
printed on the roller! 

I have had two separate engi- 
neers out. The first suggested the 
PCB was faulty and fitted another 
which made no difference. The 
second tried to suggest that the 
software was not supposed to do 
this. 

Am I missing some vital 
point? 

J Graham, Scone, Perth 



8000 Plus: Yes. In a word, mar- 
gins! Selecting A5 paper only 
makes LocoScript set the page 
lengths for you. not the margins. 
(Tipoffs in October gave the whole 
process of printing on A5 paper). 

All you have to do is go back 
to the start of your original docu- 
ment and press [f2[ and select 
'change layout'. Use the cursors 
to move to position 12 and press 
[fl] selecting 'left hand margin' 
with [ENTER/. Then move to 77 
and press [fl[ selecting 'right 
hand margin' and [ENTER/. Now 
I EXIT! back to the editing screen. 
The text will realign to the new 
margins as you edit or move 
through it, and when you print out 
it should fit nicely onto A5 paper. 

Might I suggest the only fault 
was with the software engineers? 











i Stick with it 


M $ 1 


Mini Office's database is ideal for 
maintaining your lists of slides or 
photographs (as described on p.54 
of September's 8000 Pius). But 




This label in Mini Office makes 
labelling your slides easy 




you can also print out the informa- 
tion on your database on normal 
address label stationery to make 
labels for your slides which are 
ready to slick on. 

All you have to do is define a 
second label for your existing cat- 


mm. Umo. Ml. 1 totur. Uw Mil f 
>mil>. Cmii. tmiimnt* ..<!".•» I'.*, II'M'IMI 

Miln. i-MQ' Ml. 1 IMI. I.U. [OM. Mil 1 
MUgr. II'MMIN N.INI h. li/MfllH 

blHMM, tiNor Mil 1 MIhmM. (.Mot Mil 1 
(MUriAg. lirM/im utM taM lira It'M'im 

..UruMl, Cum. MJi 1 II* n.i.ri. InM' MO 1 
MtfOUl UIM/IW I.W.UI 14/MIIW 

(Mdttli. {«». Ml? 1 IIIMM.I. Ium. MM 1 
»i... I..1, irmrlfM In*. II/M'IM 




alogue as follows: 

1 . Set up the label format to have 
2 across the page. 66 characters 
across page. 2 as label depth, sup- 
press excess spaces and blank 
lines between outputs. 

2. Place the fields containing the 
information appropriately in the 
label. A bold asterisk in the top 
right will 'spot' the slide to aid 
correct loading in the projector. 
Exit and save the new label. 

3. Set up the printer under 'Print 
report/label' menu to condensed 
print and select the slides for 




These labels can be cut up, each one 
having six slide labels 

which labels are required. 

4. Align normal continuous label 
stationery (available from any 
computer shop) and use the 'test 
print' option to check alignment. 
Select 'print report/labels' and 
(ENTER]. 

5. One label holds six slide labels. 
Cut them off and stick them to the 
slides. 

F 1 Inn mks. Spondon. Derby 





Short drive 



In Tipoffs, October, you said how 
it is inadvisable to remove a disc 
from a drive while the motor is 
running. (Discs can become cor- 
rupted or the disc drive can be 
damaged). 

However, all .EMS files (for 
LocoScript or CP/M) contain the 
hex string 

0A32AF IE0C0F03 
which contain the default parame- 
ters for the disc drive functions. 
The value 32 hex (50 in decimal) 
represents the time for the motor 
to switch off in tenths of a second 
- i.e. five seconds. You can quite 



comfortably reduce this time to 
two seconds by changing the req- 
uisite byte to 14 (i.e. 20 in deci- 
mal) using SID.COM in the nor- 
mal way. The byte to change is at 
0D41 in J14CPM3.EMS and at 
3FC9inJ216LOCO.EMS. 
John Eggeling, Todmorden, 
Lanes 

8000 Plus: Thanks. For us to give 
detailed instructions for all the 
several dozen versions of CP/M 
and LocoScripts I and 2 would 
deplete too many forests, so unfor- 
tunately we'll just have to leave 
John's useful information as a 
starting point for those familiar 
with SID... 
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MICRO DESIGN 2 STOP PRESS 
& DESKTOP PUBLISHER 

ON 3" DISC FOR THE PC* 
(STATE DESKTOP FORMAT REQUIRED) 

CA1 > VARIETY DISC 
CA 2 -VARIETY DISC 
:~A 3> FLAGS of the WORLD (new) 
/CA 4> THE SPORTS DISC (new) 

I PICTURE REFERENCE SUPPLIED WITH ALL ORDERS 
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ONLY £12-50 

pot disc incl PAP 

AGB ILLUSTRATIONS 

5 Queens Drive, Prestwich, Manchester. M25 8HQ. 



ONLY POOLS AND HORSES 



FOOTBAU BOXFORM £15.95 cass £1 7.95 disk 
Not a gimmicky plaything but a genuine statistical analysis of football forni the sole objective of which 
is to Improve the chances of winning on the pools or fixed odds. Written by a pools expert the 
program has forecast over 50% more draws than would be expected by chance. Homes, aways & 
draws are shown in order of merit and true odds given for every match. Merit tables show at a glance 
the teams currently In form and those having a lean spell. Separate AUSTRALIAN POOLS program 
ncluded in the price. 

POOLS PLANNER £15.95 cass £17.95 disk 
The perm book on a computer. Gives details of and checks 369 easy to enter block perms ranging 
from 9 to 73960 lines and from 12 to 56 selections 

RACING BOXFORM & HANDICAP WINNER £1 5.95 cass £17.95 disk 
Two programs for the price of one BOXFORM weighs up a race by considering the many facets of 
form Easily amended to suit the user's ideas HANDICAP WINNER shows the value for money bets 
Over 1000 winners every year and ON DERBY DAY 1990 THE PROGRAM GAVE THE WINNERS OF 7 OUT 
OF 9 HANDICAPS. SO/1 10/1 7/1 11/2 4/1 4/1 6/4. PROBABLY THE BEST DAY'S RESULTS EVER 
ACHIEVED, WITH OR WITHOUT A COMPUTER. 

SPECIAL OFFERS: An, ! ol At above BIS K & £35 90 lor tl 3 [+£5 fof (fed tl HtfMI 'lose Bom 

offers include FREE program to work out almost any bet. So good it's used by bookies. 

Why pay Inflated prices? BOXoft CLEVER get the BEST. 

Advertised for five years in the sporting and computer press 

Send S.A.E. for further details. 

BOXOFT (8/P) , 65 Allans Meadow 

Neston, South Wirral. L64 9SQ 

Cheque/P.O./Access/Visa TEL: 051 - 336 - 2668 (24 hrs) 
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Have you considered writing as a hobby? Noms de Plume offers 

something different in the way of encouragement. We offer Information. 

We offer Communication. We offer Motivation. 

We offer a Creative Writing course so different we are even tempted to 
call it revolutionary. 

Unorthodox methods and lots of fun are guaranteed, and perhaps a 
new and lucrative interest will emerge as well. 

P.S. New "How to" tapes specialist subjects £15.25 

If you would like details of this new concept, please contact 



CS[pms de 'Pfume 



9 Strangways Terrace, Truro. Cornwall, TR1 2NY 
Telephone: (0622) 747263 



TOTAL ACCOUNTING 



Invoicing, Sales, Purchase & Nominal Ledgers 

"Professionally presented ... professional results ... 
... easy and uncomplicated." - Amstrad PCW Magazine 



£84.50 



From: 

. Amstrad User Group -091-510 8787 

• Caspell Computer - 0202 666155 

• Computaccount - 021-428 1111 

• West of Britain Business Services - 0558 823782 
. Worldwide Software - 0602 252113 

and local dealers. 



DEREK ROGERS PROFESSIONAL SOFTWARE - 041-334 8902 




MAIN MEDIA LTD 

203 The Commercial Centre, 

Picket Piece, 

Andover, 

Hants Tel No: ° 264 333830 



SP11 6LU 



Fax No: 0264 332650 



3" CF2 

AMSOFT 3" CF2 (uncased) 1 - £2.60 5 - £12.50 10 - £23.95 

MAXELL 3" CF2 (cased) 1 - £2.50 5 - £12.50 10 - £22.95 

MAXELL 3" CF2 (uncased) 1 - £2.40 5 - £11.50 10 - £21.95 

CONTINUOUS STATIONERY 

(Micro Pert all Edges) 



500 



QTY 
1 ,000 2,000 



4.000 



£10.50. ..£18.95....£34.95 
£27.95 



9.5 _ x 11" 60 GSM -■ 

9.5- x 11" 60 GSM (2 part NCR) - 

14.5- 11" 60 GSM ....!. — •— £19.95....£37.95 

True A4 70 GSM £8.95 £13.95. ..£24.95... £47.95 

True A4 80 GSM £9.50 £14.95...£26.95....£51.95 

True A4 90 GSM £1 0.50 ....£1 5.95...E28.95....E55.95 

True A4 100 GSM White, Cream, Blue or Grey Bond .£21 .95 ....£39.95 - - — 

Labels 3.5" x 1.5" (1 across) — £5.25 £9.50 £17.95 

Labels 3.5" x 1.5" 2 across — £5.75....£10.50....£18.85 

Labels 4.0" x 1 .5" 1 across) - - £5.75 ....£1 0.50....E1 9.95 

Labels 4.0" x 1.5" 2 across) -- £6.75....£11.95....£22.95 

Labels 2.75" x 1.5" (3 across) — £4.75 £8.50 £15.95 

Stationery suitable for personal organiser + 85 GSM £7.95 for 250 sheets 



PRINTER RIBBONS Col Black 



Amstrad PCW 8512/8256 £6.95 £3.25 

Amstrad PCW 8512/8256 Carbon. ..N/A ...£3.95 

Amstrad PCW 9512 Carbon N/A. ..£2.95 

Amstrad PCW 9512 'Fabric £5.45 £2 95 



DUST COVERS 



Amstrad PcW 8256/8512 3 Pea £9.50 

Amstrad PCW 951 2 3 Pee £9.50 



COLOURS AVAILABLE 

Red, Blue, Green. Brown, Purple, Orange. 
• Red, Blue, Green, Brown. 



ACCESSORIES 



Mouse Mats £250 

3' Disk Cleaning Kit (Amstradl £3.50 



MOBILE WORKSTATION 



H750 x W690 x D480mm - Beige/Brown or two Tone Gray 



Please add £2.95 PS P per order. Next day £10.00 



o 



ALL OUR PRICES INCLUDE VAT 

Please make all cheques and postal orders payable to: Main Media Limited 
For Credit Card Orders please ring our 24 hour credit card hotline on 0264 333830 





A Complete 

Service in 

Computers & 

Software. 



Miles Better Software 

219/221 Cannock Road, 

Chadsmoor, Cannock 

Staftordshire,WS11 2DD 

Telephone: 

(0543) 466577/8/9 



Word Processing 



Prolext Ofnce 

Locofont Set 2 

Locokcy.. 



£27.95 

£13.05 

£14.95 



Locoschpl 2 £24.00 

Lorosctlpt 2 - Locospell 2 £33.00 

Loco9pell2 £18.70 

Loconiall 2 £27.00 

Lorofont set I .£17.50 

24 Pin Driver* 8256/B512 £21.00 

24 Pin Drivers 9512 £21.00 

TaswordSOOO .£17.95 

TasspellSOOO XI 1.95 

Poekrl Prolexl £39.95 

Keyboard* disk £17.95 



Desktop Publishing / Graphics 



AMA Lomp-itlblc Mousr £4*>.<>5 

AMX Stop Press £36.40 

AMX Slop Press . Mouse £70.00 

Micro Design II £47.95 

MaslcrScan £63.00 

Desktop Publisher £24.95 

Master Park £67.00 



Integrated Packages 



Mini Office Professional £29.95 

Plan II £15.00 

Business Controller. £54.95 



Hardware 



...,.....,..,£175 00 

Star LC-200 Colour Primer £250.00 

Star LC24-200 Printer £319.00 

9512 Cui Sheet Feeder ...£30 00 

Kempston Mouse In Jeeves .£64.95 

Mouse £44.95 




Supercalc 2 £52.00 

Cracker £39.00 

Hands On Supercalc £19-95 



Databases 



Mi.stcri.le 8000 £30.00 

DatasroreH.... .£27.00 

LocouJe 8256/8512 £27.00 

U>conie95.2 J27.00 

Locoflle • Locomall £46.00 

D-BASEII £69.95 



Utilities & Program Development 



Daatalax line (rce statiotirrv, £32.95 

Easv Labeller 8256/8512 £29.00 

Easy Labeller 9512 £29.00 

Hlsoft Pascal 80 X32.95 

Mlsoft L>evpuc80v.2 £32.95 

Hisoft Knife Plus £16.95 

Lorollnk M.-.M.-.- ... £22.95 

Srrnichpad Hub £39.95 

Pascal/nil* £29.95 

Nnmdesk Inlcrnallaiial £64.95 



Agenda 



S2R Agenda £1 15.00 

64K Agenda _._ _. £130.00 

32K Card £35.00 

Paralld Lead £25.00 

Serial Lead £22.00 

ABC Basic £22.00 

English/French £22.00 



Accounting 



Vital Income Processor £32.95 

Pockei Cash Trader £18.95 

Sage Accounts Plus £102.00 

Sage Popular Accounts £69.00 

Sage Invoicing £48.00 

Sage Payroll £48.00 

Money Manager PCW .£34.95 

Personal Tax Planner —............, £18.95 

Slockmarket 2 £29.95 

SBA Cosh £45.00 

Moncvware Accounting Plus. U2 £225.00 

Cash Trader £79.95 



GAMES 



Leather Goddesses of Phonos £19.95 

H/hlkers Gukle lo the Galaxy £19.95 

Corruption £19.95 

The Times Computer Crossword £14.95 

Jlnxter £19.95 

Arnhem £16.95 

Tank Attack £19.95 

Ilddge Player 2000 £14.95 

lirtdge Haver 2150 Galaclica £22.95 

The Fourth Protocol - .£19.95 

Colossus Urtdge 4 £24.95 

Steve Davis Snooker £19.95 

Frank Bruno* Boxing £12.95 

Colossus Chess 4 £19.95 

Scrabble De Luxe £22.95 



K3 



Just a selection from our vast range of computer software. 
All goods sent within 24 hours. All prices Include VAT end Delivery. 

Please make cheques, postal orders payable to: ^^^^ 

"Miles Better Software" VISA 

Access/Visa orders please phone lot immediate dispatch BBVV 
Visitors Welcome. 



3 V 2 " DISC DRIVE 

only £79.95 + £4.75 p&p 

* We use the POST OFFICE'S guaranteed NEXT DAY DELIVERY * 

PHONE IN YOUR CARD NO. TODAY - RECEIVE YOUR DRIVE TOMORROW 



The normal internal 3" B drive does everything our external 
31/2* B drive does except :- it won't allow you to buy discs at 
75p each to read/write to PC formatted discs. And you 
definitely can't buy it for less than £80. Our top brand TEAC 
drive needs no extra power supply and is very easy to connect 
to the 8256, 8512 and 9512 computers via a single ribbon cable. 
Housed in its sleek white metal case it measures just 17 x 11 x3 
cms and is supplied with full step by step fitting instructions. 

3 V 2 " Discs 10 for £7.50 



MOONSTONES 2 IN 1 PCW/PC FILE TRANSFER 

NOW ONLY £29.95 

This powerful utility enables the free transfer of files to and 

from PC Computers and compatibles. Reads, writes and even 

formats MSDOS disc on ALL PCWs. 



256K MEMORY 
UPGRADE - £24.95 

Turn your 8256 into an 8512 with 

our easy to fit upgrade kit. 
Full fitting instructions supplied. 



SPECIAL OFFER 

Locomail £7.95 

plus a p&p 



_. COMPACT MICROS 

JUL J 177 Sunnyside Lane, 

Otley Road, Bradford BD3 OJB 
CZH3 Tel: 0274 640589 (tech 636652) 
Trade enquiries welcome 



COURSEMASTER 

The Computer Horseracms Program 

I RATES AN* RACE IN SECONDS • ANY DAIiy NEWSPAPER IS All VOU NEED 

i NEVER out of date Both N Hum & Flat - 'est Data Entry 

l AMAZING ACCURACY" - Now you CAN BEAT THE BOOKIE" 

i Worts on the wnple principle Ihat FAST HORSES BEAT SLOW ONES" 

i Ocarty identifies best selection m every race plus these AMAZING features • 

i Firs, Second and Third choice shown for Forecasts 4 Tncasts, etc 

Recommends most suitable type of bet 
* Actually works out your WINNINGS on most popular bett roluoVig SINGLES 
& DOUBLES, wm and each way PATENTS, YANKEES, CANADIANS, HEINZ etc 
GOOD EACH wav and LONG ODDS bets dearly shown 
l Will PRINT out your BETTING SLIP for you 
'Maintains a BANK ACCOUNT- BET like PROFESSIONALS dC Records all yout 

bets n any number of accounts Keep a complete record of your betung or 

compare COURSEMASTER age-nst your fevounte tester 
iPujS»ih The AMAZING COURSEMASTER SYSTEM Thts superb beting system 

■s deluded in the program A system wruch regularly produces huge wins 

from small stakes. Try it* R can pay for itself many times over on ihe first day* 
i Supplied with 90 Page BETTING GUIDE and MANUAL 

FREE HOT Tl» OF THE MONTH TO EVERY PURCHASER 
O £17 95 tapes £19 95 discs, inc PAP * VAT 



PERM-MASTER 

I' you are one of those pools punters who regularly uses the perm plans foe 
entering your weekly coupon, (as we at Intraset recommend) Then it n often 
difficult to assess whether or not you have actually wen PERM-MASIERputsan 
end to that W«rji it you simply enter the number of points obtained for each of 
you' selections, and PERM-MASTER does the rest The program ts supplied 
ai'eadv with some of the top plans built m, but if your favourite »s not there, then 

you can *imoly create your own. u^ng (He unique perm editor 

■ FAST end SIMPLE to use 

• UNIQUE PERM EDITOR allows you to add plans not suppi-ed (Simpfy edit the Xs> 

• For most BLOCK PERMS and SINGLE LINE plans (Up to 9S selecnons) 

Avail*** « for POOLSMASTER O £1 7.95 kvc •*» ♦ VAT 



£ PROFIT FROM YOUR MICRO 

» WHATEVER your MICRO is vou can use «t to make a good income' 

■ Even if you only have a couple of hours to spare each week 

» We fwt put together a package of easy, sensible and pracocel business 
-deas whmh can easily be used by anyone with any micro 

■ No computer expertise required" 

• Earn tfX's from home doing what you enjoy cto-ng - usmg your COMPUTER" it 
dosenl matter wfuch model 
Vou probably already have a" you need to start earning 

THOUSANDS of potential customers m your area who will GlaDIV pay for your 
services We will show you how to find them! 

fun step by step gu.de to EARNING MONEY FROM YOUR MICRO FREE 
BUSINESS IDEAS CASSETTE TAPE WITH EVERY COPY 
£18.95 lnchj$rv« 



All progs available for all PCW* all IBM PC 4 • .ompad-jies 
A/r>ga-CPC6198 Coursemaste- * Poasmaste aw avert 
Commodore 6**128, CPC 464*064 



POOLSMASTER 

- former*, 'Pooft PretjKtcf bv Corwen Computer Systems; 

The Computer Football Pools Predictor 

The amazing POOLSMASTER program is by far the best Pools Predictor we have 
ever seen m just 10 weeks of trying ffvs program ourselves, we won nc -ess the 
19 dividends, the largest being nearly £300 Mr F C Hammond from Essen wc 
nearly £10,000 00 m just 16 weeks m h«s own words H's a licence to pnnt -none 
POOLSMASTER is simple to use and requires only that you keep the league tab* 
up W date using your usual newspaper 

The result of many years research into the football Pools by the programmer Marti 
Evens of C C S , the program is a maten>ece of expertise, and is simplicity itself 10 
M 
Predicts Homes. Aways and Draws 

No hddry typing m of teams names etc and no redundant databases 
instant r eed-out or Hardcopy if you have a printer 

Uses scientific formula based on recent form home and away, league postron, 
goa»s scored etc ■ has tang been realised that cert*n combinations of these 
rectors return a much higher tnan average of draws than the laws of average 
would expect POOLSMASTER looks for these factors and analyses their 
significance to grve you the best possible chance of a win 
Also has e Sequence Preebctor' option Many people bel-eve that certain 
numbers on the coupon come up more often than others, and over a season 
patterns do seem to develop The program arvjiyses these patterns and 
predKts the numbers most lAety to come up next Certainly more scientific 
than sticking a pm m, or family birthdays etc 

If you do the POOLS then ttiis is (fie program tor you. 

tl7 95faT-<?s, L19 95 .**>-*, "K P&P & VAT 



+++SPECIAL OFFER+++ 

SPECIAL COMPENDIUM DISKS: Sa»««W»«t<Auitwmoi 

CONTAINING BOTH POOLSMASTER AND PERM-MASTER - £36 95 

CONTAINING POOLS, PERM and COURSEMASTER - £49 95 

BUY ANY THREE DISKS (OR TWO INCL COMPENDIUM) 

AND RECEIVE PROFIT FROM YOUR MICRO ABSOLUTELY FREE 



THE GRAPHOLOGIST 

This program is a must tor anyone interested in anatyvng their handwriting, or 

analysing other peoples It is also very useful for analysing prospective 

'employees handwriting To use the program, a sample of handwriting is 

[obtained, perferabfy in in* From the mam menu of the program vOu will be 

prompted and guided to exarrane each detail ol the sample You will then be 

taken through deeper and deeper sets of sub menus, all prompting you for 

relevant details of the wrung, and the points to watch for. and add to the file if 

applicable 

Upon completion you are left with a ovsk hie up to 15 pages long (depending on 

the depth of detail you choose), this fi* can men be edited wrthm your word 

processor to produce a full report for the writer 

Fully experienced Graphologists can charge almost what they like for a full 

analysis, so this could pro* a very lucrative business venture for you 

We must however stress, that unless you are experienced in graphology, then we 

Can «n no way guarantee the accuracy of the information that the program 

provides if you are an enthusiastic amateur or just curious, then tfvs program 

could provide hours of entertainment, whilst teaching you the finer art or this 

tescrnefjng subject 

The text within THE GRAPHOLOGIST was researched and written by a top London 

grephoiogiwcrimooiogist James Woodward The software was wnrjen by Mertm 

Evans our consultant software writer 

£49.95 IfK PAP + VAT 



CASHMASTER 

Master your own finances There is now no need to be frightened by 
accountancy software CASHMASTER provides you with the easiest method yet 
invented to keep track of all your frances Be you a business or professional 
individual, you are sure to need to know where your money is going 
CASHMASTER will allow you to input all the necessary information pei 
transaction <n one simple operation, whilst allowing you to extract the absolute 
maximum from it all egem with on array of statements and reports 

• Features VAT analysis 

• Easy, natural data entry - Just like e handwritten ledger 

• Any amount of ledger dies 

• ledgers can span any lime pervod, there is no one year lim* 

■ Reports can be produced over any lime span ( 1 day to 100 years) 

• vOVW Class Codes (User definable) per ledger file 

• 30/99 Accounts per ledger file 

• Detailed statements showmg balances (Selected accounts 4 classes) 

• Profit 4 loss Statements (Selected accounts & class totals) 

■ 'ogg'ng of entries for extra report selectivity 

• Hems can be Inclusive. Exclusive or Zero VAT or VAT can be just ignored 

• VAT element eutometicaity calculated ano displayed 

• Pop up running total calculate 

• Entries can repeated w«h just one key press (Standing Orders etc) Weekly, 
fortnrghrjy. Monthly, Quarterly, Half Yearly or Yearly 

• Entnes can be edted or deleted at any time 

• Insert entenes anywhere. CASHMASTER puts them «n chronological order for 
you 

• Reports directabie to Screen, Pnnter c L>sk f.ie 

• Detailed selectivity for reports 

• Reference field for each entry (invoice No. Desp Note No etc) 

• 10,000 entnes PC version, ff.SOO PCWs 

• No need for sorts, always m correct order 

• All funcijons and operations eve-table from mam program screen 

• Most functions operate from a smgte key press 

• Scan through the ledger a line, or page at a time if reouxed 

• Split and merge file 

• Class and Account code descriptions visible at a" times Scroll through pages 
of codes with one key press 

• (REE seperate running total calculator for adding up those cheques, useful for 
those quick sums 

WE APOLOGISE TO ALL OTHER SOFTWARE WRITERS AND TO ANYONE ELSE 
WHO HAS BOUGHT THE OTHER SO CAUED EASY TO USE' PROGRAMS 
CASHMASTER REAliy DOES BLOW THE UD Off COMPUTERISED ACCOUNTING 

THIS IS HOW IT SHOULD BE DOHE 

Not onry superior to ttte competition, it's far cheaper tool 

^^ £99 95 inc PIP * VAT 




INTRASET LTD, (DEPT 8000+) 

FREEPOST 
No 10 WOODSIDE AVENUE, 
CLAVTON-LE-WOODS, 
CHORLEX LANCASHIRE PR6 7QF 
Tel 0490 3W4 9am - 6pm or 
07579 76800 24tr ordering 
&& by Few: 09579 74753 

Vi_^P mufti—I* ^J HHM 



Tipoffs 



In the sheet 



I have Pretext but it doesn't 
appear to work with the sheet 
feeder on my 95 1 2. and even 
makers Arnor haven't been able 
to help. 1 have a novel 
manuscript to print out: I can of 
course do it on standard continu- 
ous paper, but that doesn't look 
very smart, and I can do it one 
sheet at a time, but that is 
extremely tedious. Is there any- 
thing I can do? 

Helen Frazer, Glasgow 

8000 Plus: If you really do want 
to use your sheet feeder I guess 
you'll have to print out your 
Protext documents in 
LocoScript. Make ASCII ver- 
sions of your Protext files by 
following last month's lead lip 
and insert these into empty 
LocoScript documents on the 
same disc using If I] 'Insert 
text' . Print them out using the 
sheet feeder as normal in 
LocoScript. Cumbersome. I 
know, hut it's all I can think of! 



Stop the flasher 



I write programs in Mallard 
BASIC and find the flashing 
cursor annoying. Can I make it 
disappear temporarily? 
Audrey Roper, Ayr, Scotland 

8000 Plus: Yes. The line 
PRINT CHR$(27)+'f 
turns the cursor off. while 
PRINT CHR$(27)+"e" 
turns it back on. These can 
either he typed in directly or 
included in programs. 



Instant reprints 



Can output to a printer from a 
BASIC program be saved as a 
file, so that if further copies of 
the printed result are required, 
the BASIC program doesn't 
have to be run again? 

A Brown, Greengairs, 
Strathclyde 

8000 Plus: Using PUT.COM 
you can make all the printer 
output be saved on disc: this 
can then be inserted into a 
LocoScript document and 
printed out as many times as 
you like. You're restricted to 
simple text (i.e. ABC, abc. 123 
etc. only, no fancy graphics or 
funny characters). See the tip 
'Prints charming' for the 
procedure. 



Line up 



I have seen LocoScript documents 
with quite complex line diagrams 
in them - but I'm not sure how 
they were achieved. Can you 
explain in simple terms please - 1 
have only just bought my PCW! 

F Wheeler, Hull. E Yorks 

8000 Plus: If you have a 
PCW85I2 or 8256. or a dot matrix 
printer on your PCW95I2. you can 
use LocoScript to draw simple line 
diagrams such as chemical bond- 
ing diagrams. 

Perhaps the easiest way to 
show you what you can (and can't 
quite) get is by example. See the 
screen shots and printouts. Note 
that: 



...(SUD^CHUL)* 

../...V 
./ V 

/ V 

\ to 

(*Pitchl8D)«> 
...(SUD^(-UL)f 

if tun '* 

/ \f 

\ to 

.A(*UL)^(rUL)A' 



/ . The characters I. / and \ can be 
in any of eight different pitches 
(f+lP followed by 10. 12. 15. 17. 
I0D. 1 2D. I5D and 17D. where D 
means double width), half height 
and full height. Each different 
pilch produces strokes at a differ- 
ent angle to the horizontal. You 
can't get them to join up though. 

2. If you work in half line spacing 
(I+ILS1I2) and a double width 
pitch, you can put in "half spaces" 
which are the normal pitch size. 
For example, inserting a space of 
pitch 12 in a 1 2D pitch diagram 
gives you effectively a half space. 
This can enable to you to make 
perfect angled lines: see the screen 
shots and printouts for details. 

3. Unfortunately you can't get lines 
to join up very well - the box. for 
example, looks a bit ragged round 



the edges. To gel the vertical line, 
enter the / character which is 
IEXTRAJS (it actually occurs as a 
separate key on the 9512) and 
reduce the line spacing to 1/2 with 
1+1LS1/2. For horizontal lines use 
HUL. 

What you see on the screen is 
not what you get on the paper, and 
the LocoScript codes may need to 
be hidden (Iflj Loco 1. IfSj Loco 2 
and deselect 'Codes' with /-/) oth- 
erwise everything becomes a con- 
fusing mess. You can store regu- 
larly used shapes as phrases. 

If you have LocoChar (which 
is on all recent versions of 
LocoScript 2) you can design your 
own characters specially for mak- 
ing boxes to make all the joins 
smooth. Details next month if 
requested by anyone! 
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You can easily make broken straight lines in LocoScript to any angle by altering the pitch - note the effect of pitch 17 and 
pitch 12 double. Left shows an example with the codes and spaces shown; in the middle is the same with the codes and 

spaces hidden; right is the printout. 



(<LSi>ace':)(<Pitchl2D)f 
...(tuiw-uue 

.(♦PitchlB).(+Pitehl2D)/ — l - 

<+Pitchl2).(*Pitchia))/ \f 

/ \f 

\ If 

(♦Pitchl2).(*Pitchl2B)\ /f 

.\ /f 

.(tPitcl)12).(tPitchl21))\..../f 
..\(*UL)^(-UL)/f 
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Continuous lines are a bit more tricky and involve half-spacing and double width pitches. Here are some examples - note 
how you can't get lines to join up at the corners. Lett is codes and spaces shown, middle codes and spaces not shown, 

right is the printout 
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Boxes have slightly rough joins but can be done via half-line spacing. Note the position of the text in the boxes. Left is 
codes and spaces on; middle is codes and spaces off; right is the printout. 
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Distinctly Digita 

Cleverly written and always favourably reviewed in the press, 

Digita produces a range of powerful, low cost software for the home and business user. 



DGPAYROLL PLUS SPECIAL VALUE COMBO PACK 1 



As per DGPayroll . but designed tor the larger Business with 
facilities tc up to 999 employees 

£79.95 



E-TYPE 



The complete package designed for the home user. 

Contains: Datastore II, Supertype II, 

Personal Tax Planner, Classic Invaders £49.95 



Do you ever have to print names and addresses at awkward 
places on envelopes, or do you ever need to lili in tricky 
forms or invoices where the text has to be in exactly the right 
place'' Usually you have to do it by hand, or get your trusty 
old typewriter out ol the cupboard and dust <t oft Well not 
anymore The Emulated TYPEwnier transforms your 
computer and printer into a fully tt edged typewriter, 
supporting bold, underline, itaic and other type-styles 
Because n can display and print text INSTANTLY you can line 
up your form, press Return and Space a tew times lo move to 
the correct place, and then start typing. Alternatively you can 
switch to line-by-l"* mode, which otters word-wrap, 
justification and proportional spacing, so that you can edit 
each line belore it's printed ona nr 



PERSONAL TAX PLANNER 



Are you absolutely sure your taxman is doing ha |0b 
correctly^ Plan your own tax with ease, this menu-driven 
program will calculate your income tax liability (4 tax years 
included) and provide pertinent facts about your tax position 
You can perform 'what-H T calculation to discover ways to 
minimise your tax liability. In fact, the program will advise 
you on things such as, if you are a married man. whether il 
would be advantageous to have your wile's income taxed 
separately or not At this price who knows, you will probably 
find that PTP will pay for itself m tax savings the first time you 
use it' 

" STOP PRESS " 
July 89 - PTP user receives tax refund of over £2.000!l 
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SPECIAL VALUE COMBO PACK 2 



The complete package designed for the business user. 

Contains: Datastore II, Supertype II, 

Business Controller, DGPayroll £99.95 




£24.95 



SUPERTYPE II 



Perhaps the only reasonable criticism ol the Amstrad PCW 
might be the standard of printed output. Upgrade your printer 
with this clever software utility. The program will provide you 
with 8 radically different and professional types tyies giving 
your documents an original facelift. The ingenious thing about 
Supertype is thai once you've established your favourite font 
on a disc, you won't even notice it working. You run your 
software m the normal way and everything wnll be the same 
except when you print out. Supertype II works with LocoScript 
(up lo version ^ 16) and ANY OTHER suitable CP/M software. 



CLASSIC INVADERS 



Escape from executive stress with the classic space invader 

'""■ E13.95 



Availably 

Digita, G 

HB Marketing, Lazer, 

Leisuresoft, R & R. SDL. 




DIGITA 

INTERNATIONAL 






. • 



ierious software at a sensible price" 

Ml software written in the UK. Prices include VAT & P & P (add £2.00 for export) 



•HOWTOORDlR. 



CREDIT CAR -NE 



Post: Digital] tl Ltd 

Black Hor* I se 
r.xmouth Devon 
fend 
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These pages provide a 
comprehensive guide to the 
Amstrad PCW software. 
Published in three monthly 
parts, this time it's the turn of 
Databases, Educational 
Software, Communications and 
Programming Languages. We've 
set out to cover every important 
piece of software we could lay 
our hands on, and to give you 
enough information to decide 
whether they are suitable for 
you. 

All software will run on both 
the 9512 and the 8000 series 
machines, though the former's 
daisywheel printer cannot print 
graphical output. 

The selection isn't 
comprehensive, but the software 
listed here represents what we 
think is the best of that currently 
available. 

As well as a brief summary of 
what they do, the main Plus and 
Minus points for each program 
are listed - Pluses have a ▲ by 
them, Minuses a T. Those we 
think are particularly noteworthy 
have a corner flash. 
Have fun window shopping! 



DATABASES 

There are broadly two different types of 
database, and which suits you best depends, of 
course, on what you want it for. 

Firstly there's the simple card index substi- 
tute. For many home users, this will be the kind 
of thing you want - all it does is store your 
address book or stock items so that you can 
easily look them up. 

A more sophisticated option is the pro- 
grammable database. With these, in addition to 
allowing simple card index retrieval there is a 
command language which allows you to anal- 
yse the data on the cards. For example, you 
could automatically add up the money owed to 
you by all your customers from Yorkshire. To 
make best use of this kind of facility, you will 
need to be able to understand a little program- 
ming, although it's not too hard really. 

A bit of jargon now. A database is said to 
consist of records - this is just like a card in a 
conventional card file, with all someone's 
details on it. Each record is composed of fields 
- a field is a single entry on a card, like some- 
one's name, or age, or postcode. 

The thing that makes a database special is 
an index. You might be able to hold your 
address book as a simple list in a word proces- 
sor document, but if it gets large then this 
becomes unwieldy. An index means that the 
database has worked out which order records 
should be in, so it can go straight to the one 
you want without looking at lots of others first. 

The field that you use as your index (e.g. 
someone's surname) is said to be a key field, 
and can be looked up very fast compared to 
"non-key" fields. A good database will allow 
multiple keys, meaning that it can look up data 
just as fast for a variety of types of information. 

MASTERFILE 8000 

£49.95 • Campbell Systems • 0378 7776213 

A specially written PCW version of the successful database 

sold on other Amstrad computers. It is fully menu controlled, 

and makes good use of the PCWs special screen and keys. It 

can deal with up to 8 separate data files at once, so can cope 

with relational databases. Screen (but not printed output) can 

be elaborately laid out with boxes, lines etc. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 

▲ Works fast 

A Wide range ol Layout options 

A Handles 'relational' tiles 

A Plenty ol good example files 

A Can do arithmetic calculations within its records 

T Capacity limited by size ot M drive - best on an 851 2 

▼ Takes a while to learn all the features 

AT LAST PLUS 

£39.95 - Rational Solutions - 0566 81511 

At Last Plus is a full-featured database that is excellent value 
for money. It does what Cardbox did, with much better report- 
ing facilities, and can sort too. You can do simple totalling of 
columns, but not general arithmetic on fields in a record. A 
good general purpose database. 

PLUSES i MINUSES 

A Good screen editing facilities 

A Constants enable insertion of repetitive data 

A Good on storage space - ideal for 8256 owners 

A Handles names and addresses well 

▼ No arithmetic calculation in fiefs 

▼ Setting up the database Is at first confusing 

▼ Good, but not that good 



New version of the old favourite PCW database. Most impor- 
tant change is the Copy Filespec facility. You can set up a 
new database with potentially more entries than you've made 
provision for using the information from the original database. 
You can also change the fields to suit another set-up. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 

A Quick and efficient to use 

A You can set up a database blueprint (Filespec) which you 

can test thoroughly before entering data 
A Includes powerful features like conditionals, loops, field 

validation, and specified layouts 
A Simple parts of the program are well covered In the manual 

▼ Can't use the memory bad news for 8256 users 

▼ You have to guess how to use the more advanced features 

▼ Not much room for prompts 

▼ Tendency to crash occasionally in Filespec 



LOCOFILE 



£29.95 • Locomotive - 0306 740606 

The indexed pop-up database that runs from within LocoScript 
2 and that goes even further toward turning LocoScript 2 into a 
completely integrated software package. Unlike most databas- 
es empty records take up almost no space on disc. This allows 
large record cards to be defined even if they wont always be 
used. Records pop up very quickly without having to exit from 
your document. Works best when used in conjunction with 
LocoMail. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 

A Very easy to use 

A Unusually efficient use of disc space 

A Can alter existing index - a very powerful feature Indeed 

A Automatically upgrades your LocoScript, LocoMail and 

LocoSpell to version 2.2 
A Sample databases help you get a better feel for 

the program 
A Very flexible when designed the record format 
A Carries out searches on partial strings - ideal for when 

dealing with incomplete information 

CHIBASE3.0 

£29.95 • Chlasma • 06333 60996 

The updated version of the free format' database. You type 
in the text, mark the words to be indexed and treat the file 
as a database. The updated version allows you to import and 
export ASCII data files and a chain delete option enables you 
to work your way methodically through the database deleting 
the records you don't want while keeping those that you do. 

PLUSES ■ MINUSES 

A Good amend, sort and recall features 

A You can edit without a word processor 

A Searches quickly through data 

A Great for storing large amounts of data where the 

subject matter is variable 
A Useful record template 
▼ Can't run from M drive 



DATASTORE 



CAMBASE 



£49.95 • Cambrian Software • 0766 831878 



£39.95 ' Digita International • 0395 270273 

Ideal for the novice, Datastore II allows you to remove the tedi- 
um from filing, updating and organising information. 32000 
records, 32 fields, fast search' facility. Function keys can have 
phrases assigned to them. Good for uses where the emphasis 
is on printed output. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 

A Flexible range of print commands 

A Simple to use 

A Calculation facilities 

▼ Need to preset maximum no. of records before you start 

▼ Slow at browsing through 

DELTA 

£99.99 •Compsoft- 04868 25925 

Delta is another of the heavyweights, like dBase II and Condor, 
but unlike them is fully menu driven. Although the screen lay- 
outs are fully flexible, there is a default 'quick' layout so you 
don 't have to sweat at defining your own. It could use better 
record indexing facilities. Particularly good for whting applica- 
tions, once you have ploughed through the large manual. 

PLUSES - MINUSES 

A Records can contain up lo 90 fields, plus groups of 

fields thai may be repeated 
A Screen layout can be user defined, or "quick" mode used 
A Single page letter writer provides detailed mail merge 
A Processes can be defined, and run from user defined 

menus, for ease of use by others 
A Very full, and quite readable, manual 

▼ Only one field may be used for indexing 

▼ Very big program - a PCW8256 would be hard pushed 



: 



ecember90 75 



Software Guide 



▼ Some of the menu operations are unforgiving to errors 



OFFICE 
PROFESSIONAL PLUS 



£39.95 • Database Software • 0625 878888 

The Mini Office database retains its original format. It's a pret- 
ty standard card index type, similar to First Base. Good range 
ot selection operations and arithmetic on fields. Can sort over 
a combination ot fields and print out a variety of smart layouts, 
and you can have up to 255 fields. No import or export of data. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 

▲ Easy 1o use and intuitive 

▲ Can use the data in the word processor 

▲ Powerful selection and sort facilities 

▲ Arithmetic on fields 

▲ Test print facility lets you check your labels will print okay 

▲ One command makes global changes 

▼ Can't import or export data 

POCKET INFOSTAR 

£69.50 • MicroProlDRA • 0386 841181 

Consists ot two large programs. DataStar and ReportStar 
(both available independently). DataStar is a conventional 
database, with screen card layout and indexing. ReportStar 
then generates the printed output, either from DataStar or 
CalcStar files. Powerful if you can use them, but the suite is 
hom'fically overcomplicated, and the documentation just 
incomprehensible. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 

▲ DataStar is a quite good database with indexing and 
calculated fields. 

▲ Transaction processing" feature allows cross referencing 
ot data tiles. 

A Can be integrated with other Pocket products, eg WordStar. 

▲ Can take up to 255 fields per record 

▼ Two volume manual set is very badly organised. 

▼ There are separate programs to run tor form design, data 
entry and reporting. 

▼ Operation is all by obscure command keys, a la WordStar. 

DBASE II 

£99.00 • Ashton TatelFirst Software - 07JS7 5244 

The WordStar of database packages. Recently licensed 
'cheaply' tor Amstrad machines, dBase II is a market leader 
in business computing. As you would expect, this means it 
is very powerful but very complex. It has a procedure 
language to allow you to write programs to manipulate the 
data, and you can construct index files for really fast access 
to large databases. If you can make the effort to learn it. it'll 
serve you well. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 

▲ Powerful command language lor customised programs 

▲ Indexing facility makes large databases fast to handle 

▲ Can handle very big databases 

▲ The data can be fairly easily altered after its entry 

▼ Manual is daunting (but there are plenty of independent 
books on the market} 

▼ Can't easily alter the screen record layout 

▼ For an expensive package, you still only get 32 fields 
per record 

▼ Generally unfriendly unless you have some 
programming skills 



FIRST BASE 



£29.95 'Minerva '0592 437756 

Billed as a simple database for the first time user. First Base 
Is quite a competent cheap card index. The manual is 
computer printed, and weak on diagrams which doesn't help 
things. One weakness is getting printed results out of First 
Base - either you settle for crude lists, or you have to create 
a template in LocoScript which is awkward to do. But overall, 
it's pretty good value for money. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 

▲ Can alter the index field at any time 

▲ Simple to use screen editing make data entry easy 

▲ Good value as a simple card index lookup system 

A Can easily browse through the database picking out a 
set by hand 

▼ Manual is badly laid out and generally difficult 

▼ Producing printed output is awkward 

SAGESOFT RETRIEVE 

£10 • Sagesoft • 091 2131SSS 

A high-power package that is relatively easy to use with pass- 
word security if desired, calculations, automatic counting or 



deletion ot sets ot records satisfying given conditions. It also 
has sophisticated sort and select commands, and can change 
the structure ot an existing database. All this is done by a set 
ot commands rather like a programming language. Printed for- 
mats are rather limited though and the program insists on 
using both drives, making use on an 8256 impractical. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 

A Easy to use for a powerful package 

▲ Advanced sorting and selection commands 

▲ Subsets can be written to files 

▲ Can count or delete subsets with one command 

▲ Labelling/mallmerglng routines included 
A Can change structure of existing database 

▼ Impossibly big program tor 8256 

▼ Printed output limited - must use mailmerge 

SCRIPT2BASEAEXT2BASE 

£29.95 each Enculasofl 0270 811890 

Two free-form databases to be used with LocoScript and 
Protext respectively. Complete rewrites ot FT=DB, the beauty 
of these databases is that you first create all your text on the 
word processor and Import It as an ordinary (non-ASCII) text 
tile into the database. You then mark all the words you want to 
see indexed as keywords so that you can go on to compile 
indexes and carry out searches. 

PLUSES ■ MINUSES 

A Very easy lo use 

▲ Allows you lo organise your collection ot fllscs like an 
encyclopaedia 

A Can construct new tiles made up ol selected parts ol 

existing ones 
A Can send any part of a document to the printer on a 

line-by-line basis 

▼ No text-editing facilities within the databases themselves 

▼ Dreadful documentation 



SMARTCARD 



£59.95 • Focus Computers • 0272 420109 

A conventional card index database which is now the nearest 
thing available to Cardbox . Small and last, you can sort the 
records, index up lo three fields and do simple arithmetic In fields. 
Can't put background text (eg. titles} on records or printouts. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 

A Good clear screens 

A Plenty ol on screen help 

A Fast and high capacity 

A Easy to use 

▼ Can't put background text on printed reports 

▼ No way ol exporting data for mailmerge 

MAGIC FILER 

£69.95 • Sagesoft • 091 2131555 

Magic Filer is not a true database, but Is a structured tiling sys- 
tem. Inlonvation is split into a hierarchy ot categories, and 
tagged with a keyword which is not stored as part ot the data. 
You can browse through the data, but It will get tedious if you 
find it needs updating regularly. Many applications will find 
Magic Filer restrictive. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 

A Good lor browsing through data when you don't really know 

what's there 
A Data can be declared "read only" to protect it Irom alteration 

by other browsers 

▼ The basic filing system is weird but not wonderful 
T Editing data once in Magic Filer is awkward 

▼ The documentation is far too brief 

T You can only have one database per disc 

MICROFILE (SOLD IN THE MICRO 

COLLECTION) 

£49.95 • Saxon Computing • 0401 50697 

Microfile is a well implemented simple database, driven by 
plenty of menus and on-screen prompts. It's fast and has good 
screen control, although it has some size restrictions. Microfile 
comes as part of a software suite. The Micro Collection", which 
is good value (Microfile. Microwrite. MicroSpread. Flexilabel 
and Lock-It) 

PLUSES • MINUSES 

▲ The price includes competent word processing, spread 
sheet, labelling and encryption programs 

▲ Plenty of menus and on screen prompting 

▲ Very flexible formatting for screen layout and printing 

▲ Numeric fields can be expressions to be calculated 
A Indexing is fast and can be on several fields 

T Maximum number ot fields per record is only 20 

▼ Limited facilities for totalling up fields in a database 



EDUCATIONAL 



Educational Software is designed as an aid to tradi- 
tional teaching, not an alternative. Its main use is in 
re-inforcing traditional learning done elsewhere and 
providing the stimulus of a different approach. It can 
also be especially useful in rote learning and improv- 
ing the speed at which problems can be solved. 

BUSINESS FRENCH 
(GERMAN/ITALIAN/SPANISH) 

£49.95 each • Apex Computing Services 

- -0273 727477 

Four language learning packages which enable the Euro-con- 
scious professional to get to grips with commercial jargon in 
another tongue. Areas covered are business, technical, travel, 
restaurants, communications and social - all with seperate sub- 
sections to ensure that every eventuality is covered. A basic 
knowledge of the language concerned is, however, essential. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 

▲ Fun and easy to use 

A Comprehensive range of vocabulary 

▼ Program needs cassettes to be really good 
T Some poor screen displays 

IANKEY CRASH COURSE 

£24.95 -lansyst- 071 607 0187 

A fairly traditional typing tutor, taking you through basic keyboard 
exercises. There's a lot ol explanatory text, which gets In the way 
second time around. Definitely competent, but a bit boring. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 

A Mostly avoids boring letter drills 

A Very full on-screen information guides you along 

A "Fast" option cuts out some tent if it gets repetitive 

▼ Not particularly imaginative use of graphics 

▼ It doesn't always ensure that the cursor is property aligned 
with the exercise text 

2 FINGERS TOUCH TYPING 

£24.95 •lanspf 071 607 0187 

Despite its provocative name, a useful typing tutor in that it 
specifically caters for people who can already get by on key- 
boards with two fingers. You are gradually introduced to touch 
typing, so your speed doesn 't drop while you learn. Fills a 
necessary slot in the Typing Tutor market. 

PLUSES « MINUSES 

▲ Suitable for improving two linger typists without much 
drop in speed 

▲ Full on screen instructions 

A Exercise material is interesting text, not letter drills 

▼ Explanation text is annoyingly verbose In some lessons 

▼ It doesn't always ensure that the cursor is properly aligned 
with the exercise text 

GIANTKILLER 

£14.95 •TopolozikQ* 0733244682 

A mathematics adventure game loosely based on Jack and the 
Beanstalk. Lots of intriguing puzzles vmich should stimulate 
any student up to GCSE standard. Not the best adventure 
game ever written but great for making mathematics funi 

PLUSES • MINUSES 

▲ Puzzles plausibly integrated into scenario 

▲ Progression of game is simple and well defined 

▲ Puzzles introduce a lot of valid mathematics 

T Program understands only very simple commands 

T Saving a position takes a move - can be fatal 

▼ Won't be of particular help in exams 

ANIMAL VEGETABLE MINERAL 
WORLD WISE 

£14.95 each • Bourne Educational • 0794 523301 

Aimed at the younger market. 7- 15 year olds. Both these pro- 
grams work by learning as the child uses them. Think of an 
object and the computer tries to guess It. If it Is wrong, the 
child is asked tor a question which would allow the PCWtobe 
right next time, and it learns. 
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R^ H A CJD 

e r support 

■ FOREIGN LANGUAGE TRAINING 

■ COMPUTER SOFTWARE TUITION 
AND HELPLINE 

■ HALF DAY, DAY AND WEEK 
COURSE AVAILABLE 

■ EXPERT GUIDANCE 



LORHAM COMPUTER SUPPORT 

& LINGUALINK LANGUAGE CENTRE 

HAVE JOINED FORCES 

DROP IN CLINIC 

YOUR OPPORTUNITY TO DISCUSS 

YOUR COMPANY'S COMPUTER 

SOFTWARE, TRAINING AND 

LANGUAGE NEEDS AND 

REQUIREMENTS. 



TECHNOLOGY & LANGUAGE 

STUDIES TRAINING & TUITION 

FOR THE 90s 

2nd Floor, Eastown House, 
Lincoln Street, Nottingham, 
Tel: Nottingham 473715 
Fax: Nottingham 484562 



8256, 8512 & 9512 External Disc Drives 

A 3.5" 2nd drive is cheaper than a 3". Il uses cheaper discs, less power and il you 
change your machine lo a PC you can lake the drive with you. Our drives are lined in 
heavy steel cases to give the stability lo insert and remove discs single handed. 

TEAC 3.5" FD235F (1 meg) (706K) 2nd drive £90.00 

TEAC 5.25" FD55FR grey 40/80 track 2nd drive £100.00 

TEAC 5.25" FD55F OU-3 black only special purchase £90.00 

NEED COMPATIBILITY WITH PC'S OR APPLE MACS?? 

TEAC 3.5" 3rd drive (switched internal/external) £105.00 

TEAC 5.25" 3rd drive 40/80 track switchable (grey) £115.00 

TEAC 5.25" 3rd drive 40/80 track (black only) £105.00 

Moonstone 2 in 1 MS/DOS/CPM transfer (new version) £29.95 

Shareware MSDOS/CPM transfer program lo run on a PC ', £5.00 

Sage Accounts £45.00 Sage Accounts Plus £60.00 

Sage Retrieve £30.00 Sage Chil Chat £30.00 

Memory Upgrade 8256 lo 8512 £25.00 



PINBOARD COMPUTERS LTD TEL: 0462 894410 

Unit 9, Bondor Business Centre, Baldock SG7 6HP 
PRICES INCLUDE PSP and VAT (FAX 0462 894460) 
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AMSTRAD 



COMPUTER 
REPAIRS 
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We repair Amstrod PCW PC. Monitors and Printers Alt repairs carry a 3 month wairantv 

• NEW • SECOND USER DEPT ■ NEW ' 

We now buy and sell Amstrad PCs ana PCWs 

Immediate cash available tor systems and non worving units 

We can also sell your system for you on a commission basis 

All reconditioned units sold with a 3 month worranty 

Optionol 1 year extended warranty available 

PHONE US NOW FOR DETAILS 

DEPT.. UNIT 6. STANLEY HOUSE. 

STANLEY AVENUE, WEMBLEY. MIDOX HA0 «JB 

'opposite Dorothy Avenue) 



SUREDATA 

TELEPHONE OBI 9025218 



s 



ASTROLOGY for beginners 

Teach yourself astrology using your Amstrad 



Buy a Starter Pack comprising a simple program to calculate a 

horoscope, an introductory booklet and 2 self-teaching programs 

(how to interpret the horoscope). 

ONLY £12.50 No previous knowledge required 

For ALL Amstrads (CPC, PCW, PC. PPC) 

Payment by Access/Visa. Cheque. P.O. Please state make of computer 

of send s.a.e. (about 9" x 7") for free catalogue giving details of our 

wide range of programs for PROFESSIONAL ASTROLOGERS 

including complete natal interpretations and forecasting. 

Also I CHING. GRAPHOLOGY. BIORHYTHMS. NUMEROLOGY, etc. 



ASTROCALC 

(Dept 8000) 67 Peascroft Road. Hemel Hempstead. 
Herts HP3 8ER England. Tel: 0442 251809 



PUT THAT MAN UAL 
DOWN- 

AND LISTEN! 

II you want to master a new computer or program, but don 't 

have time to waste or money to bum, a Reeltime Audio-disc 

training course will teach you in a fraction of the time. Just 

switch on your computer and play the tapes - your tutor will 

talk you through the course in a series of 

easy-to-follow exercises. 

Learn at your own speed on your own computer - and take a. 

much time as you need! 

AMSTRAD/AMS SOFTWARE GENERAL COURSES 

Amstrad CPC6I2B £29 95 IBM PC ■ MSDOS t Windows 2 £69.95 

Amstrad PCW9512 {Locoscripl) €29 95 Qtivorti PCS £69 95 

Amstrad PCWB256 {Locoscripl) C2995 . RISCOS , OTP " , „ „, 

Amstrad PCWB256(Locoscnpt 21 C2995 Acom R ' SC0S * ° ,P " 99s 

Amstrad PCW CP/UComputmo £29.95 Desktop PuMisbing f6995 

Amstrad PPC Portable „ £2995 Timewortis Publisher £29.95 

Sinclair PC 200 . £29.95 Ventura Publisher V2 £89.95 

Amstrad 1640/1512 .. £2995 PageMaker V3 £89 95 

Amstrad 164011512 Etended £49.95 LocoScna PC £4995 

AmarU PC 2000 £49.95 ^ 

SopercalcltCPClPCW) ng 9S Word Perfeci 5 £69 95 

SupercatcS . £2995 Word Perfect 5.1 £69.95 

dBase II tPCWt PCI . £29 95 WordStar 5 -6 £69 95 

Wordstar Express £2995 t&us 1-2-3 to ret 2.2 £69.95 

Wordstar Profession* 13 3) £29 95 Lotus 12-3 rel 3 £89.95 

Piomotlon: 1640 • Looosoipl PC £75 00 """ "" 
Promotion: 2066 • lotul 1-2-3 £89 95 
Promotion: any PCW Loco • CPlM £49 95 
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All courses available by return. 
Prices include PSP but exclude VAT. Send cheque to: 

Headline Communication Ltd., 
PO Box 22, Hereford HR4 8UW 

orphone0602 603623 quoting your m 
^—5 Access or Visa number. m 



a 



WORLDWIDE 



S O F T WA R E 



106 A Chil well Road 


Tel 




Tel 


106A Chil well Road 


Beeston 


0602 




0602 


Beeston 


Nottingham 


252113 




252113 


Nottingham 


NG9 1ES 


(24 hrs) 




(24 hrs) 


NG9 1ES 



Fax No.: 0602 430477 

All prices include VAT and 1 st Class Post in the UK. 
Export, Government and Education orders welcome. 



Arnhem £14.95 

Bridge Player 21 50 £21.95 

Business Controller (Digila) £59.95 

Classic Games 4 £14.95 

Clock Chess 89 £13.95 

Colossus Bridge 4 £13.50 

Colossus Chess 4 £1 3.50 

Locoscripl II + Locospell £32.95 

Locofile £28.95 

Locoscripl 2 £22.95 

Masterfile 8000 £32.95 

Money Manager PCW £38.95 

Payroll (Digital £29.95 

Payroll Plus (Digila) : £69.95 

Perfect Touch Typist £19.95 

Popular Retrieve £59.95 

Popular Payroll £59.95 

Scapeghosl £14.95 

Scrabble £14.95 

Small Business Accounts (Cash) £69.95 

Steve Davis Snooker £13.50 

Tomahawk (Helicopter Simulator)£14.95 

Trivial Pursuit £14.95 

The Complete Home Entertainment 
Centre £17.95 



Sage Popular Accounts Plus £102.95 

Popular Invoicing £58.95 



PRO SCAN 
ONLY £169.99 



DEREK ROGERS 

TOTAL ACCOUNTING 

ONLY £74.99 



SAGE CASH TRADER 

Ideal for shops, pubs, 

farms etc 

ONLY £89.00 



10 xCF2 Maxell Disk 
ONLY £19.50 



Please make Cheques and Postal Orders Payable to 

Worldwide Software 

Credit Card Orders accepted by Phone or Mail. 



Software Guide 



PLUSES • MINUSES 

A Can be used as many limes as tne child's imagination 

holds out 
▲ Performance can be analysed by a teacher after a session 
A As you build up a base ol objects and questions, they can 

be saved lor reuse 
T It needs a lot ot typing, hence a lot ol supervision 

▼ The PCW starts with only two objects known , so it takes 
ttme to get going 

▼ Documentation has hardly been altered Irom cassette 
based versions 

▼ Since It is lor young children, more imaginative use ol the 
screen would be nice 



BETTER SPELLING 



£16.95 • School Software Ltd • 010 353 61 45399 

This Is a spelling course aimed at the 8 to adult age group. It 
consists ot a series of well organised, short lessons each deal- 
ing with one topic, like plurals or which version of there 
/their/they're to use in a sentence. The use of the PCW screen 
is rather unimaginative, and doesn 7 hold your attention. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 

A Well thought out lessons to emphasise particular points 

▲ Teaches words in a sentence context as well as in isolation 
A Lessons can be picked in any order from a menu 

A Seems to be proot against mischievous key pressing 

T Boring use ot the screen doesn't grab interest 

▼ No instructions come as to how to use the program. 

CHEMISTRY/BIOLOGY 

£22.95 each • School Software • 010 353 61 45399 

These two are fairly traditional question-and-answer tests. You 
are faced with a choice of 10 topics, and then asked 10 or so 
questions each, where you have to fill in the blank in a state- 
ment. There are preamble notes beforehand, and if you get it 
wrong you are given a clue. Aimed at 12- 16 year olds. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 

A Questions would challenge a GCSE pupil well 
A Preamble notes introduce topics 

▼ The fill in the blank questioning style has little flexibility for 
different answers 

T No option to add questions for a specialised syllabus 

▼ Some careless errors, like incorrect (acts and hard to 
decipher chemical formulae 

MICRO MATHS 

£24.95 • LCL • 0491 579345 

Supposedly covering 8 lo adult ages, this seems an O-level 
type program, covering topics from calculus to tables. A good 
implementation on the PCW with proper use ot the screen. 
Questions are picked at random Irom a pool, so may repeat 
but never run out. Replies to questions are typed In mathemat- 
ical notation, like XT2+3 
PLUSES • MINUSES 

▲ You can pause to use BASIC as a calculator while you think 
A 'Unlimited' question set 

▲ Comes with a 'tree' book ol AEB O level questions 

▲ Good hints and explanations 

▼ Questions in a topic repeat occasionally 

▼ Some trills, like the clock and beeper, are annoying 

▼ No flexibility to add questions lor a particular syllabus 

AMSTAT 1,2,3,4,6 AND 7 

£28 ■ £40 • SC Coleman Ltd - 0530 415919 

A suite ot six statistical routines including a business analysis 
program, forecasting and resource management. Individual 
prices range Irom £27.95 to £39.95. Very sophisticated, and 
perhaps because ol that, a little awkward lor beginners. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 

▲ Good range ol statistical lunctions 
A Good manual 

▲ Can produce good quality graphical results 
T Some editing procedures very long winded 

▼ Needs some expertise to use properly 

T Weak on checking that Input data is reasonable. 

YES CHANCELLOR! 

£14.95 > Topologika • 0733 244682 

Waitl Don 't skip over Yes Chancellor! because it calls itself an 
'economic simulation' program. Instructive and tun to use, you 
type in your annual budgets (tax rates, public spending etc.) 
and see your popularity plunge and the economy crash. Great 
tor economics classes, also an amusing game in itsett. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 

A Simple but effective model of the economy 

▲ Comes with booklet explaining economic principles 

A Great lor teaching economic and political pragmatism' 



▼ Can get boring as a game 

▼ You can't adjust the model ol the economy, so It can be 
too simple 



ULTIMATE QUIZ 

£14.95 • David Greenhough Computing • 
0274640764 

An educational aid for school age children. Two quizzes on a 
multiple choice format are available on the one disc - one on 
general knowledge and one on the Highway Code. You can 
play against a timer and can set the level of difficulty. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 

A Optional noughts and crosses game included with 

either quizz 
A Incorporates an editing file for easy updating of questions 
A It's very versatile - up to 8 people can play 
A None of the questions are repeated 
▼ Some of the questions are a little esoteric 



SUPERMATHS 



£16.95 -Abacus Software < 0689 36293 

Specifically designed for the PCW, this program exercises 
basic numeracy skills In children. Questions are asked in quick 
fire volleys of ten and cover all four operations (addition, sub- 
traction, multiplication and so on). Scores are automatically 
recorded. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 
A Special original Test and Worksheet modes included the 

latter is ideal for teachers 
A Very efficient scoring method 
A Numeracy level is very basic 
A New version has enhanced screen displays 

▼ Some of the questions may start to look familiar after a while 

LANGUAGE TUTORS 

£19.95 each • Kosmos Software • 05255 394215406 

Four programs with identical formats to help you learn French, 
Italian, Spanish and German. They can be used just as effec- 
tively by students of those languages learning English too. 
Very versatile series of programs and useful adjuncts to con- 
ventional language learning. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 

A Can edit the lessons yoursell to include new words 

A Useful self test option 

A Completely bi lingual packages 

T Purely for vocabulary learning no grammar lessons 

▼ Would have been more useful if they had also included 
audio cassettes 

MATHS MANIA 

£ 16.95 - School Software Ltd • 010 353 61 45399 

For children between the ages of 8 and 12. this program offers 
5 levels of difficulty In multiplication and 2 in division. A very 
good program for exercising basic numeracy skills and for 
practising some mental arithmetic. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 

A Program provides a chirpy feedback on the score of the user 

A Large attractive numbers appear on the screen 

▼ Surprisingly enough, no addition or subtraction exercises 
are provided 

▼ Screens could be made more visually exciting for the 
younger users 

BETTER MATHS 

£16.95 • School Software Ltd • 010 353 61 45399 

A continuation of Maths Mania for the next age group 12 to 16 
year olds. Topics are very varied and cover, among others, 
statistics, simple interest and algebra. Each topic consists of a 
series of ten multiple choice questions. At the end of each set, 
the percentage scored is shown. 
PLUSES • MINUSES 
A Realistic level of difficulty practised 
A Program makes a first class revision aid 



COMMUNICATIONS 

Communications is one of the glittering areas of 
computing, gurus would have you believe. It can 



provide a fascinating hobby for 'hackers', but 
more importantly it is a valuable business tool. 

'Electronic mail' is just what it says: you 
use your PCW to send messages, which can 
be documents thousands of words long, to oth- 
ers on the electronic mail system. The best 
known system of this kind is Telecom Gold, 
which also allows you to send telexes. Another 
major system is Prestel, which is more of an 
information provider - you can read share 
prices, weather information and other news 
direct from your phone line. 

For any professional service, you pay a reg- 
istration fee, plus a connection charge - typical- 
ly around 10p per minute you use the system. 
Of course, your phone bills are extra. For hob- 
byists there are also 'Bulletin boards', which are 
effectively a kind of private electronic mail sys- 
tem run by a system operator (a 'sysop' to 
those in the know). 

To use any service, you will need to buy a 
modem and an interface. A modem allows you 
to send computer signals down a phone line, 
and the interface gets the signals from your 
PCW to your modem. The pair will set you back 
£200 or more. Once done, you need some soft- 
ware to allow you to send and receive data, and 
it is this software reviewed below. 

Electronic mail services just send strings of 
characters to and fro, whereas Prestel is a 
'Viewdata' system, meaning it sends pictures 
and graphics too. Software needs to do 
more to receive Viewdata graphics, so if 
you want to use Prestel make sure your 
software is up to it. 

8256UKM7.COM 

Public domain (ie. free!) 

P.O. software documentation is often poor but this program 
has an above average document file. UKM7 was wntten 
to support ASCII file transfers using error correction and as a 
dumb terminal either for use over the phone or between two 
Amstrads. Between two PCW's file transfer is possible at a 
staggering 31.250 baud which is even faster than PIPI Easy to 
use tor beginners and better than KERMIT. UKM7 provides a 
cheap and excellent way to communications after you 've got 
fed up with the PCW's MAIL232. 8256UKU7 is available from 
the Public Domain Special Interest Group, or most bulletin 
boards supporting the PCW machines. 

PLUSES ■ MINUSES 

A Cheapl (the price of a phone call) 

A Easy to use, and helpful menus 

▼ Modem7 version of Xmodem error checking supported 
T Single file and Batch Mode transfers 

T -Quiet" mode for slightly faster transfers (on-line transfer 
progress report disabled) 

▼ Only ASCII, no Viewdata 

▼ You need to find a PD software source (eg. use a modem 
and MAIL232 software) 

MINI OFFICE 
PROFESSIONAL PLUS 

£39.95 • Database Software • 0625 878888 

Thecomms package is as comprehensive as anything else on 
the market. It can display both ordinary text screens and the 
'Viewdata' block graphics used by Prestel. You are offered 
baud rates from 75 to 9600, separately set for transmit and 
receive, straight terminal emulation for use with Telecom Gold, 
and XMODEM and KERMIT file transfer protocols for error- 
proof transfer of long files. Would be well worth the money just 
by itself- and of course you're getting tour other very good 
programs as well. 
PLUSES < MINUSES 
A Very comprehensive - a genuinely useful 

comms package 
A Ordinary text and 'Viewdata' block graphics 
A Can save setups under names and recall them, so you 
I only need work out your baud rates/parities once 
A You can set keys to return strings, such as Telecom Gold 

passwords 
A Comes preconflgured to use Prestel and Telecom Gold 



78 December 90 




Thru Inch Software 

194 Amyand Park Road, 
Twickenham, TW1 3HY 



3 INCH THESAURUS Version 2 now available for the PCW8512 and PCW9512. with 
over 14,000 different Index words, still for the original price of £14.95. (Owners ot 
version 1 . send your old disc and £5 to receive this latest version.) 

You will need LocoFile to use the Thesaurus disc. We can supply that at £33.95 (El off 
the recommended price), please state clearly whether for a PCW8512 or PCW9512 
when ordering. If you need LocoScrlpt 2 (essential for LocoFile) or other Locomotive 
products, send a stamped addressed envelope for our price list. 



Also still available Is our PCW9512 Rescue Kit at £9.95, which overcomes many disc 
Incompatibilities between the PCWV512 and PCW8256. allowing a PCW9512 to copy 
files to a disc which can be read on a PCWB256. 
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All prices Include post and packing 
Access and VISA orders telephone 081 948 8694 



J & H Training 

Interested in Computer Training? 

1 Day Courses available on 

Word Processing, Database, 

Spreadsheet, plus more 

Training on Amstrad computers 

For details contact Julie or Helen 

Tel 0709 873359 Fax 0709 760088 

11 Fitzwilliam Avenue, Wath-on-Dearne, 

Rotherham S.Yorks S63 7HN 
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HOTLINE ST 
O898 299380 cdon 
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CatisctKJrgedal25DDer minute cheap 'a'e ana 38p DC minute ai an ofhe' times 
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RJ I SIGNWRITER 



| for the Amstrad PCW 

Create large quality leitering from your PCW. up to 8". 

Produce Signs. Banners. Notices. Tickets. Posters, and 

Adverts in minutes. 

Signwritcr £29.95 , Extra Fonts al £5.75 

PCW Coloured Ribbons - red, green, blue, purple, brown 

& orange £5.75 each. Black £4.60. 

3" PCW Discs £2.30 each. 10 discs for £21 

(All prices include VAT & Delivery) 

Wc like Acccu * Viu Plate make chequo mtt lo WIGHT SCIENTIFIC 



WIGHT SCIENTIFIC 

44, ROAN STREET GREENWICH, LONDON. SE109JT 

Telephone 081 658 2699 Fax 081 853 4416 



Are you ihort of desk space? Do you have to move the 
computer, et al, when not in use? Or do you |ust like to be 
tidy' Then this is lor you. A fully portable "home" lor your 
Amstrad 8000 PCW. Provision tan be made for hard disc or 
modem, and the use of fan-fold paper Irom either side. 




• HOUSES WHOLt COMPUTER 

• COMPONENTS REMAIN 
CONNECTED 

• ASH VENEERED PANELS, 
LACQUERED BLACK. FLAT 
PACK KIT 

• ACCOMMODATES 24 DISCS. 
350 A4 SHEETS, 
ENVELOPES, MOUSE AND 
MAINS PLUG! 

• MONITOR RAISED AND 
ANGLED TO IMPROVE 
VIEWING 

• PRINTER SECURELY HELD FOR 
USE AND TRANSPORT 

• KE1B0ARD STORAGE 



GNOME DESIGNS 

TO ORDER, posi your cheque for £45.71 made payable to Gnome Designs, 

FREEPOST LS2372. Syke Lane. LEEDS LSI4 3YY making sure you 
include your name and address. FOR ENQUIRIES OR TELEPHONE ORDERS 
USING ACCESS OR VISA call our order hotline on ra|B 

0937 67171 ^im 



LEISURE SOFTWARE 




The planei IVxmiawangara (Doom, lor short) appear, lo 
lx- dying and only you can nave il 1 In I'art 3 of our Ix-st- 
selling sd-fl fXwm Trilogy you'll question your system of 
ethics, discover the purpose of the artefacts and why 
volcanoes can exist so close to glaciers Accompanied by 
your inisiy robot dog you'll have lo deal with squashed 
spate-ships, renegade robots, slow beings, lime travel ..in 
fact a whole hosi of original Killworth puzzles after which 
you'll never he the same again Hack includes free 
ROBOT IXKi CONSTRVenax KIT and a monster FREE 
game HKZARINf \KW H2SA. HS12. 9512. CPC (disc). (KM 
FCAHMK plus*! OOP&I' 



So you think you could run ihe economy better than 
the Chancellor' Our Major economy simulation game 
YKS CHANCELLOR' gives you the chance to try! Itased 
on a simplified Inn in principle correct model of the 
problem* of raising and using money. YES 

CHANCELLOR allows you to try to control Inflation, 

liUttltfon, interest rales, social Nervices. strikes, wage 
claims, foreign trade, etc The object of ihe game is to 
help your party stay in power \iy winning an election 
every live years, manage it for ftieen and you'll retire 
with 3 Life Peerage 1 One of HOIK) Plus's recommended 
programs. YES CHANCELLOR is written in Hasic Ml lhat 
you can explore how- the program works, PCW H256. 
US 12. 9512. CPC (disc or Ui[*>A H 95 IBM PC A 1 7 SO 
Pleiisc add SI 00 P&P 



YES 

Qianuillor! 
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BBC :-~^= 



GIANT KILLER is a mathematical adventure game which 
is used in thousands of ISruisli and Australian sch(x>ls and 
is another KtXXJ Plus BEST BUY. As Jack - or Jackie - your 
task in to go to market lo hoy a pig. You'll lx- lucky lo get 
one. of course, hut if you can handle a calculator and 
map a maze you'll end up wilh a magic lican. Plant il and 
Ihe rest of the adventure opens up Puzzles gradually 
increase in difficulty covering National Curriculum 
investigations such as tessellations, prime numbers, 
topology, lime and space, logic, etc. A great way to give 
your kids (and yourself) a maths challenge' Suits ages 10 
to GCSE. IfWHJK. HSU. 95/.', CPC IdfXt £14.9$. IBM 
PC ±1 7 SO 




FREEPOST. 1 Roman Way, 

Stilton, Peterborough. PE7 3BR 

Tel: 0733 244682 (24 hours) 

CHEQUE. ACCESS. VISA or Official 
orcler. SAE for full catalogue 



J 
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UPGRADING TO PC? Data transfers 
CPC/PCW/CPM/BBC/lBM/Macintosh - 373.5" 
/5.25" and laser printing. Details (sae please): 
Mapej (8), Meadow View, Quinta 
Crescent, Weston Rhyn, Oswestry, 
Shropshire, SYIO 7RN. Telephone: 
(0691) 778659. 

CONVERSION PCW/1BM/MACINT0SH: 
(071) 231 1376 

SPORTS SECRETARIES. Quality PCW soft- 
ware saves precious hours. LEAGUE 
TABLES...£24 LEAGUE TABLES +...£44 

COMPETITION FIXTURES.. .£24. For details 
sae (A5). SPORTSOFT 16 Orchard Road, 
Bardsea, Ulverston. LA12 9QN. Tel: 
(0229) 869517 

FREE HELP FOR NEW PCW USERS. Is com- 
puting a foreign language? Can't understand 
the manual! Phone Seaton (0297) 20456 
between 7/10pm Til do my best to help!" 
(Chris Bryant) 

WRITE YOUR OWN MUSICAL SCORES 
WITH MICRODESIGN 2. CF2 disk of areas. 
Icons, cuts, instructions, for flexible musical 
notation. £5.50 from KAIROS COMPUTER 
SOLUTIONS, 552 Bradgate Road, 
Newtown Linford, Leicester, LE6 OHB 

LASER PRINTING FROM LOCOSCRIPT 
Realistic 50p per page. DAISYWHEEL: 051- 
630 2657. 

LOCOSCRIPT PCW TO TIMEWORKS. Many 
font sizes and styles. File transfer and page 
design from £1.35 per page. Send only disk 
and page layout. Quality laser printing. Tel: 
(0232) 814626. 

AMSTRAD PCW AUSTRALIA GROUP. Meet 
second Tuesday every month. Burwood RSL 
Club NSW 7.30 - President Clyde Gittins 02 
588 3176. Secretary David York 02 604 
7171. Australia's only user group dedicated to 
the PCW. 

PCW 8256 Expanded memory, 3.5 disk 
drive, Locoscript 2, Locofont. Locospell, Mini 
Office, Microdesign, Signwriter, Tassign, 
Propunter, Master Paint/Scan, games. All orig- 
inal disks/documentation plus disks, ribbons, 
etc. £400. Delivery possible N.E. England. 
(0325) 464715. 



AMSTRAD PCW8256. Upgraded to 512K 
second 5.25' disk drive, Mini Office 
Professional, Typing Tutor, Margin Maker, 30 
spare disks, Head Over Heels, Batman, 
Tomahawk, Scrabble, covers £350. (0621) 
818271. 

8000 PLUS ISSUE 1 TO 48 Complete with 
binders. Will not sell seperate issues. £35. 
(0621) 818271 

512K ADDITIONAL INTERNAL MEMORY 
8256/8512 Isentstein RAM pack boxed and all 
instructions, as new £50. Only reason for selling 
is purchase ol Sprinter. Rugeley Staffordshire 
(0889) 583988. 

FOR SALE: Amstrad LQ5000DI and Epsom 
LQ850 24 pin dot matrix printers, brand new, 
good reason for sale. Amstrad LQ5000DI £300 
o.n.o. Epsom LQ850 £500 o.n.o. Telephone 
evenings 061-787 8501. 

ORGANISER DIARIES 1991 Loco2 template, 
Sunday-Saturday, week on two pages, easily per- 
sonalised. Disk plus £1.50 to 8 llltyd Avenue, 
Uantwit Major, S. Glam. Proceeds to charity. Tel: 
(0446) 792476. 

8000 PLUS BACK ISSUES: Complete plus 
over 40 other PCW publications including 1st 8 
issues of APC PYATW & Y A PCW. Best offer over 
£100. Phone weekdays Alan Hedge (0293) 
564196. 

PHOTOCOPIER XEROX 1012. Cost £2000+ 
excellent condition includes three toner car- 
tridges £600, ideal for producing newsletters, 
brochures etc. Reduces/enlarges. Rhyl Music 
Club (0745) 334255 evenings. 

WATER SUPPLY PROBLEMS? Bills too high? 
With Waterwatch basic program for 8256/512 
you can analyse and monitor usage. Details 
S.A.E. J.C. Brown, 20 Hillside Drive, 
Macclesfield, SK10 2PL. 

SAGE POPULAR ACCOUNTS FOR PCW 

8256/8512/9512 New (unwanted gift) £45 
o.n.o. Tel: (0304) 852516 or (0860) 
521538. 



8000 PLUS MAGAZINES. Issues 1 to 49 
inclusive in good condition. Offers? Phone 
(0489) 583780 evenings after 7pm. 

DATADIARY: Next twelve months (A4/Filofax 
versions) soil £16.95! POCKET DATADATE: 
Year's supply star birthdates/anmversaries. 
Only £24.95! (Locoscript 2) A4 IDEAS, 66 
Curzon Street, Calne, Wiltshire, SN11 
ODL. 

PRIVATE SALE: Amstrad PCW8512, 
Locoscript 2, Locospell, Locomail, Logo, 
Basic. All manuals, disks, magazines, 8000 
Plus, PC Plus etc for PCW machines. 
Telephone: 081-870 1109 Mr. Brown - 
£400 cash. 

WORDPROCESSING SERVICE Margaret 
Nickolls, 8 Fisherton Island, Salisbury, Wilts, 
SP2 7TG. Tel: (0722) 325802. 

LASER PRINTING OF LOCOSCRIPT AND 
PROTEXT DOCUMENTS. 50p per page. 
Microdesign also available. Phone M.A.K. on 
(0322) 521881. 

FOR SALE EMR PCW midi-track Pro 
Performer and interface £100.00. (0206) 
843344. 

ORIGINAL SOFTWARE 8256 Batman, 
Teleadd, Heroes of Kam, 3D Clock Chess, £7 
each, £25 the lot. Tel: (0872) 560837. 

MASTERPACK £40 (boxed) Poolswinner £20 
(boxed) or £55 the lot. Phone (0642) 
563112 after 6pm. 

PCW8512 extended warranty Loco2, 
Locofile, Locospell. Masterfile, Flipper 2, 
Maskscan, Kempston mouse, Centronics inter- 
face, Mini Office, Stop Press, Polyprint, 
games, Pretext, complete with printer. All you 
ever need £450. 081-340 3694 (London|. 

FOR SALE: PCW8512 with Locoscript 2, 
Locofile, Locospell, Locomail, par/ser RS232 
interface, thesaurus, desktop publisher, etc. 
50 disks, £400. Also astrology programs, 
cost £400, asking £150. Phone 081-747 
3704. 



ORIGINAL SOFTWARE: Sage Accounts £40, 
Brainstorm £20, The Pawn £15. All in v.g.c. 
Tel: (0245) 261269. Add £1 post & pack- 
ing. 

ORIGINAL SOFTWARE: Mini Office 
Professional (original version) £15. Supertype 
II, James Bond, PCW Challenge, Animal, 
Vegetable, Mineral. All £7 each, original with 
packaging. As new. Phone 081-876 7856. 

DO YOU LIKE SHORT STORIES? Words is 
the magazine for you. Sold in aid of the 
Children's Hospice Appeal. Sample/details: 
£1.00: C.H.A. (8000+), 23 James Collins 
Close, London, W9 3PU. 

ORIGINAL SOFTWARE: NewWord 2 £30, 
Brainstorm £20, Stop Press £20, Sage 
Retrieve £25, Writehand Man £15, ReChord 
£25, book "Roland Synthesiser" £10. Wanted: 
cheap PCW for young grandchildren. Call 
Eleanor (0235) 850438. 

RE-CYCLE YOUR PRINTER RIBBONS. Call 
Aladdink (08907) 50965. 

DIRECTORY PRINTOUT. Where's that file? 
Software to put Locoscript directory details in 
a file, for printing or editing, £5 from: M. 
Parr, 76 Springfield Road, Sheffield, S7 
2GD. 

8000 PLUS MAGAZINES: Issues 1 to 14 
plus 2, 25, 31, 34, all in good condition. 
Collect or carriage. Offers? Phone Poole 
(0202) 604409 evenings. 

PCW9512 with two 720K drives 512K SCA 
RamPac, AMX mouse, Comstax workstation, 
automatic sheetfeeder, LocoScript v2.29a 
plus LocoFile, MicroDesign 2, Flipper 2 
£695 or will sell seperately. Basingstoke 
(0256) 843683. 

WRITERS, STUDENTS & SCIENTISTS Ref- 
file can catalogue journal references. Search 
text and keywords. Print lists in many journal 
formats. Locoscript compatible. Details: SAE 
to: J.B. Dairies, 57 North Parade, 
Hoylake, L47 3AL. 



SMALL ADS RATES 

Private ads cost £7.50 for up to 30 words. (This 
rate only applies to readers wishing to sell their 
own hardware or original software or to pass on 
a message to other 8000 Plus readers) 
All other ads are now classified as Trade 



Advertisements and are charged at £1 per word. 
(Max 30 words). 

8000 Plus reserves the right to refuse any ad 
which is deemed to be a Trade Advertisement 
but which has been paid for as a Private Ad. 

To place an ad just fill In this application 
form and send it to us with the correct payment. 



We will then place Ihe ad in the next available 
issue (published 2-7 weeks after we receive your 
order). 

If you wish your address or telephone number 
to be featured in your advert It must be includ- 
ed in the grid below (one word per space). 



Order form Send to: 8000 Plus Small Ads, Future Publishing, Beauford Court, Bath BA1 2AP 



Name 



Address - 



Please place the following advertisement in the next available issue of 8000 Plus 

My advertisement is a Private /Trade* Advertisement and 
I enclose payment for £ * delete as applicable 



I wish to pay by Cheque/Postal Order /Access/Visa 
Credit card number 



Credit card expiry date 



Telephone 



































































Software Guide 



CHITCHAT E-MAIl/ VIEWDATA/COMBO 

Sagesoft ' £69.99l£69.99l£99.99 - 091 284 7077 

Two communications programs for the 8000 series machines 
that have been around for a good time now. Most of the fea- 
tures you will need are here: message text editor, preprogram- 
ming unattended tasks! if you use a suitable 'intelligent' 
modem), directory of stored numbers, copy to printer, and a 
very useful connect time clock so you can watch your phone bill 
climb! E-mail is used for simple text phone links like Telecom 
Gold, whereas you'll need Viewdata if you want to use Prestel. 
The Combo pack contains both E-mail and Viewdata. 
PLUSES • MINUSES 
A Good, clear documentation 
▲ Easy tor first timers to use 

A Built in text editor tor pre-sending message preparation 
A Pre-definable tasks executable at any preset time rf 

unattended. 
T No error corrected tile transfer (i.e. Xmodem or CRC) 



DIALUP 



£89.99 • PMS Communications • 021-643 7688 

Offers both E-mail and Viewdata operations. Very easy to use, 
and offers an XMODEM transfer protocol unlike Sage ChitChat. 
If you are buying a modem too there are some 
cut-price bundled deals to be had. eg. the Miracle Technology 
WS4000 modem. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 
A Simple to use 

A Comprehensive tile transfer commands, including 
XMODEM and the increasingly popular KERMIT 

A Runs from the M drive 

▼ Manual is not PCW specific, and the references to 
5.25" discs are tedious 



C0MM+ 



£86.25 -NewStar- 0245 265017 

This single package combines both ASCII and full Viewdata 

block graphics and Telesoftware downloading. A very powerful 

command language allows you to look for particular messages 

coming in and take actions, even while doing other things. Its 

use is only limited by your programming ability. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 

A Very comprehensive and well Indexed ringbound manual 

A High quality Viewdata graphics 

A Well presented on-line help menus for use by beginners 

A Autodialler program works with most modems 

A Telesoftware downloading facility, with CRC/Xmodem 

checking 
A Very powerful command language, doesn't need much 

programming skill to learn 
▼ Not recommended for absolute beginners to 

communications 



PROGRAMMING 



Programming languages come as either 
compilers' or 'interpreters' - compilers pre 
process the program into machine code, so 
are much faster. The PCW's standard Mallard 
BASIC and LOGO are both interpreters. 
Compilers are generally more cumbersome 
to use than interpreters, but have various 
benefits for serious programmers. 

If you use a specialised programming lan- 
guage and have any comments that would help 
us compile a good software file entry for it, we 
would be pleased to hear from you. 



BASIC NEEDS 



£9.95 (IS lo RNL1) • Luxykn Software • 
0726850820 

A BASIC bundle for programming buffs, which requires a 
small amount of foreknowledge to operate. Consists of five files 
that can be run under Mallard BASIC, including FRED, the 
FriendtyText Editor, which is an extremely agile and 
versatile file editor and program editor. Basic Needs is 
excellent value tor money. 

PLUSES * MINUSES 

A Uses of LocoScript keys 

A Easy to use 



A Loads of features 

▼ Documentation poor 

HISOFK 

mSS'WStfi' 0525 718181 

A very good C compiler, fast, produces good compact code. It 
comes complete with the HiSoft integrated text editor ED80. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 

A Compiles program into ordinary CPM .COM file 

A Produces compact code 

A Fast and inexpensive 

A Comes with integrated text editor 

▼ No floating point arithmetic 



ARNOR C 



i49,9S -Amor -0733 68909 

Good compiler with floating point arithmetic, but not as fast or 
as cheap as HiSoft C. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 

A Excellent integrated text editor 

A Floating point arithmetic 

▼ Cumbersome to produce .COM files, needs special run 
time support program 

▼ HiSoft C is faster and cheaper 

MIXC 

£29.95 -Advantage -0242 224340 

American C compiler. You can buy a lull screen editor with it lor 
£19.95 extra. Also machine code assembler & examples lor 
£8.95 each. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 

▲ Features an excellent C tutorial 

A Comprehensive implementation and massive manual 

▼ Not for the newcomer to programming 



PASCAL 80 



f39.95 • Hisojt • 0525 718181 

A standard lull Pascal compiler that produces compact code. 
Comes with the ED80 text editor and a stand alone program- 
mers editor. 

PLUSES ■ MINUSES 

▲ Well Integrated text editor - when you hit a compilation 
error you are returned to the correct point to edit it 

▲ Short compilation time, economical on memory 

▼ Manual makes no attempt to teach you Pascal 

HISOFT FORTH 

U9.95- Hisojt -0525 718181 

Forth is an unusual language, somewhere between assembler 
and C. This is one of the few compilers available for the PCW. 

PLUSES - MINUSES 

A Comes with a Forth editor 

A Quick and efficient implementation 

▼ Manual doesn't teach you Forth 



THE VICAR 



149-lansysf 071-607 5844 



A programming tool for serious programmers. If you have a 
several-hundred line program held in several files on a disc, 
you can lose track of which variables are used where. The 
VICAR produces a concordance listing and other diagnostics, 
to help you find bugs and maintain the program. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 

A Easy to use but still flexible through use ol options 

A Amstrad versions all at a special low price 

A Good manual 

▼ Only of value on large programs 

▼ Limited value to most PCW users (except BASIC buffs) 



M0DULA2 



i4SM • Hisojt • 0525 718181 



A compiler. Modula-2 is the successor to Pascal, good for large 
programs requiring separate compilation, complete with text 
editor. 

PLUSES - MINUSES 

A Full implementation with extensions. 

A Includes libraries of predefined modules 

A WordStar type screen editor included 

▼ Compilation process is longwinded and not for beginners 



CBASIC 

£45.00 - Digital Research • 0635 35304 

The original Basic compiler from Digital Research, and still one 
of the best for anyone wanting to produce COM files without 
abandoning their investment in Basic 
PLUSES • MINUSES 

A Easier programming tool than conventional interpreter 
A Very similar to Mallard Basic, so easy to learn 
T No text editor - you need to buy a programmer's editor 
such as ED80, or the public domain VD025 

▼ Programs don't necessarily work faster than they would in 
conventional Basic, sometimes slower 

ALL YOU EVER... 

£24.95 -CP Software- 0993 823463 

Program is ridiculously entitled All You Ever Wanted To Know 
About Graphics, the Universe and Everything on the PCW 
8256/85 12 but were Afraid to Ask. Its for the experienced pro- 
grammer who needs fast, smoothly flowing and professional 
looking graphics output. It has a library of machine code rou- 
tines which you can use in any language from Mallard Basic to 
machine code. 

PLUSES 'MINUSES 

A You can produce professional standard graphics 
A Demo programs included on the disc 
A Routines are very wide ranging 
A Excellent value for money 

A New routines of latest version concerned with printer 
control 

▼ Not recommended for beginners 

▼ Cumbersome to use from Basic 



PASCAL/MT 



£45 Digital Research 063553499 

A full implementation of ISO standard DPS/7185 Pascal with a 

number of extremely powerful additions. Is very good for large 

complex applications both data processing and 

system control. 

PLUSES ■ MINUSES 

A A very powerful tool lor the serious software writer 

A Unlimited program size with modular development and use 

of overlays 
A Buill in assembler 

A Improved string handling (over standard Pascal) 
A Choice of BCD real numbers tor commercial'fmanciai use 

▼ No built in text editor 

▼ Compiler In general and the manual in particular are not for 
beginners 

▼ No graphics 



DEVPAC 80 MKI! 

i49.95 Hisoft 0525 718181 



Version 2 of the PCW hacker's first choice of development sys- 
tem. Substantially upgraded from the original with a new quite 
powerful debugger, and a Mini Officetstyle main 
menu from which lo run the individual utilities or your own 
finished programs. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 

A Powerful assembler producing REL or COM files 

A Good hex facility lor Basic programmers 

▼ Text editor antiquated and clumsy 

▼ Weak monitor 



NEXT MONTH 

The guide continues with the categories of 
SPREADSHEETS GRAPHICS and GAMES. The 
month after will cover WORD PROCESSORS, 
ACCOUNTS, UTILITIES and DTP, and the month 
after that it's back to this month's topics. Our 
intention is to keep publishing the three parts 
of the guide in rotation, updating it each month 
to include all new products. If you would like to 
see other sections of the guide, back issues of 
8000 Plus are available at £1.75 each. 
Meanwhile, if you are aware of any significant 
errors or omissions in the file as published, 
please let us know. We Intend to maintain it as 
THE authoritative guide to PCW software. 
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A collection of 
8000 Plus software 




SCHOOLS OUT/JUNIOR PLAYTIME 

Two games from DGC Software . 
Schools Out comprises Hangman, 
Wordsearch, Junior Crossgrid, Four 
in a Row and Reversi for the 7-14 
year old. Junior Playtime has 10 
fungames for the 4-8 year old. 
RRP £14.95 each 

Schools Out £1 0.99 Order No.861 9 

J r, Play t i me £1 0.99 Order No.8620 

Price for both £1 9.99 Order No.8621 



THE SOFT OPTION 

Compiled by our own team this is 
available exclusively through 8000 
Plus.Comprising .CUT files (clip art) 
for Micro Design ii, FREDA.BAS, a 
MALLARD BASIC file editor and 
DWBAS, a BASIC extension, and a 
host of other goodies. 
OUR PRICE £5.95 
Orderno.8616 



TOUCH AND GO 

Touch and Go, recently reviewed 
in issue 47, is a no-frills, 
no-nonsense package that 
should speed up the most 
ham-fisted of typists. 
R.R.P. £24.95 
OUR PRICE £14.95. 
Order no.861 8 



® 



COPY HOLDER 

A handy accessory, easy to fit, easy 
to use and easy to buy. Not only 
does it make typing easier but also 
keeps the desk tidy. 
Just fill in the form. 
OUR PRICE £9.99. 
Order no.861 7 



PASCAL 

Pascal from HiSoft, up to their usual 
high standard. Pascal is faster than 
Basic and is just what you need to 
speed up your PCW. For all PCW 
programmers. This is a special prod- 
uct at an 8000 Plus special price. 
R.R.P. £39.95 
OUR PRICE £26.95. 
Order no.861 4 
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PLUS MAIL ORDER 8000 PLUS MAIL ORDER 8000 



THE COMPLETE HOME 
ENTERTAINMENT CENTRE 

A CDS compilation that brings clas- 
sic pub games to your own living 
room. 

Backgammon, Darts Dominoes, 
Video Card Arcade, and Wordsearch 
all at your fingertips for 
that rainy day. 
R.R.P. £19.95 
OUR PRICE £13.95 
Order no.8611 



, ana worasearcn 
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THE 8000 PLUS COLLECTION 

Ex-editor Rob Ainsley has put 
together the best hints and tips from 
4 years of your favourite magazine. 
Essential reading for all our readers. 
With the disc it is even more value 
for money. 
BOOK ONLY:£1 1.40 
Order no. 8602 

WITH DISC £14.40 

Order no.8603 



8000 PLUS BINDER 

You need never lose another tip 

again with these gold-embossed 

binders. At last, you can tidy up that 

pile of 8000 Plus's you keep 

meaning to sort. 

At this giveaway price you no longer 

have an excuse! 

OUR PRICE £4.95 Order no.8004 

TWO FOR £9.00 Order no. 8076 



8000 PLUS T-SHIRT 

And from the latest fashion shows 

we are pleased to present 

the definitive accessory for the 8000 

Plus reader who needs to do a bit of 

gardening or late night programming- 

The 8000 Plus T-shirt in glorious 

American Blue. 

MED T-SHIRT £4.95 Order no.8071 

LARGE £4.95 Order no. 8072 

LOCOFILE 8256/8512 

The industry standard database from 
the makers of the industry standard 
word-processor. Combines brilliantly 
with LocoScript 2 for the8256 851 2, in 
an easy-to-use environment. Pops up 
whenever you need it. 
We are giving away a free wallchart 
and a T-shirt with this package. 
OUR PRICE £29.95 
Order no.8044B 
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MINI OFFICE PROFESSIONAL 

This has to be the Integrated 
package for all your business needs. 
Comes with "The all in one Business 
Computing Book", this package 
contains word-processor, database, 
spreadsheet, graphics and comms. 
We are giving away a free 
pack of highlighter pens 
with this offer . 
OUR PRICE £26.95 
Order no. 8610 



» free ^^^ 



5.25 INCH DISK DRIVE 

This PACE disk drive is the answer 
to your incompatibility problems, 
and gives you the benefits of 800k 
disc capacity. It comes complete 
with TDOS which allows MSDOS or 
PCDOS data to be transferred to 
your PCW. 
R.R.P. £189.99 
OUR PRICE £145 
order No. 8622 



® 



CRACKER 
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CRACKER 2 

Charts, graphs, everything you 
would expect from the PCW's most 
powerful spreadsheet. With 
Paperback Software behind it and 
our own Buyer's Guide rating you 
can be sure this will fulfil your 
spreadsheet needs. 
R.R.P. £49.95 
OUR PRICE £29.9! 
Order no. 8081 



® 



8000 PLUS MAIL ORDER 

NAME 

ADDRESS 



POSTCODE 



PHONE NUMBER 



Description 



TOTAL 

Method of payment (please circle) 
Credit Card No 



Price 



Order No 



Access . Visa . Cheque . PO 



Expiry date 

Please make cheques payable lo Future 
Publishing Limited 

No stamp required II posted in the U K, 
Channel Islands or the Isle or Man 



For overseas orders call Kelly on 045874011 

Send this form to:8000 Plus Future 
Publishing Ltd. Freepost. Somerton. TA11 7BR 
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PCW PUBLIC DOMAIN 

FROM £1.65 PER VOLUME 



The Best of the Public Domain 

A huge range of excellent and tested P.D. software for every 

purpose. Languages, utilities, databases, names, lex! editors 

and much more. Fully documented. 

Installing CP/M Software 

The definitive guide to software installation on CP/M 

machines. Comes with all necessary software. 

£5.00 on your disc. Only £8.00 on ours. 

Format Translation and Disc Salvage 

We probably offer the cheapest and best service I here is. 

All prices include VAT and postage 

For FREE catalogue, please send a S.A.E. to 



PCW Software Library 

11, Older Way, Angmering, 

Sussex, BN16 4HQ. 



A1 COMPUTER SERVICES 

For your Computer Repairs 
and Supplies 

WE ARE AUTHORISED AMSTRAD DEALERS 
EXCELLENT TURNAROUND ON PCW REPAIRS 

9 PADDOCK MOUNT, DAWLEY, 

TELFORD, SHROPSHIRE. TF4 3PR 

Tel: 0952-502737 

E3 Fax: 0952 630110 ^_ 



UPGRADING TO PC? 
Continue your Locoscript experience with 



In stock 
immediate 
dispatch 



LocoScript us 

LocoScript and LocoLink 99.00 

Locomall £22.00 Locolile £22.00 Locoscript/Spell £26.50 

LocoLink £18.00 Locoscript PC £82.00 

AMSOFT CF2 DISKS 10 FOR £18.00. 20 FOR £34.00. 30 FOR £50.00 

Mastertile 8k £35.00 DataStote II £38.00 DBase II £45.00 

Supercalc 2 £44.00 Cracker Turbo £36.00 Money Manager £34.95 

ACCOUNTS Digita System 3 £48.00 MAP Integrated £87.50 Sage Plus £85 00 

MicroDesign II £39.00 SlopPress £35.00 NEW AMSTRAD GX 4000 GAMES CONSOLE 

£99.00 (with a 15% Discpunt Voucher on ALL GAMES) 

It you go to Computer Shopper, don t risk your purchase on the journey 

home We will post your order in the following week so be sure to pick up a 

torm and CLAIM THE SHOW PRICE 



Send, telephone or tax orders to: 
The Avenue Group, Desk 2, 
8 Fourth Avenue, 
Havant P09 2QX 



Prices incl. VAT & Postage 

Tel & Fax: 0705 454017 

SAE for price list. 

FIND US AT STAND G6 IN THE SHOW 



THE TAROT PROGRAM 



NEW 



VERSION (3) 



NEW 



VERSION (2) OWNERS RETURN ORIGINAL DISC SEND £8.(X) 

DEMONSTRATION DISCS FOR PCW85I2 & PCW95I2 _ SEND£X.(X> 

♦ Cards can be shuttled or specific cards can he selected 

♦ Cards selected are positioned in the Celtic Cross spread 

♦ Each card and postilion of the Celtic Cross interpreted 

♦ Provision for entering client's full name and dale 

♦ Option for full justification (left and right edges straight) 

♦ Facility to edit and create your own interpretation files 

♦ The Tarot Editor now includes a word warp feature 

♦ Output to screen or printer, over 5 pages of interpretation 

♦ Single sheet or continuous stationery (8000 scries only) 

♦ Landscape output for Celtic Cross spread (8000 series only) 



FOR USE WITH PCW8256. PCW85I2 or PCW9512 (PLEASE SPECIFY) 
Special Christmas Cheques or P.O.s made payable to: 

Pi A ftA k.i.iin" .iniM\Mi,\n»kinii. 

Offer L I i7.yy tWERBRYNAMMAN.NrAMMANEORD, DYKED 

Overseas please add £2.00 SA18 IDA ENQUIRIES (0269) 8266W 



Only- 



Suitable for the Amstrad PCW 8256, 8512 and 9512 



£49? MONEY MANAGER PCW 



including VAT and p&p. 



Now even 

more powerful, more 
friendly, and more useful II! 

Control your finances the easy way! 



Be your own accountant! 

Money Manager PCW provides individuals, businesses and professional people with a simple yet powerful way of managing *••[ fi " a " c '»' 
activities. All transactions can be entered easily and then presented in a wide variety of reports, fS&^SSih^^SSi!SSSt 
iture for tax purposes to summaries showing, for example, how much money has been spent on petrol or phone bill* In a chosen period. 
Reports can be printed as text, sent to a datafile for further processing or presented In graphical form. 

The program includes many helpful features, such as pop-up claculator, context-sensitive help windows ■•^J"^^™*-^ 6 "!•"_» 
Manager package has over 25,000 users in the UK alone. It is the ideal program for people who find that trad.tlonal accountancy programs 
are too complicated, unwieldy and time-consuming for their requirements. ^ ^__^ 



- Any number of data files: Personal, Business, Accounts etc. 

■ Budget and cash-flow forcasts - which may be updated 

- 12 months per file, up to 500 entries (transactions) per month 

- Move a file forward a month at a time when required 

- All options selected from the main menu 

- Up to 20 user-defined accounts: Bank, Cash, visa, Savings etc. 

■ Up to 50 user-defined classes of income and expenditure 

■ A reference of up to 6 characters for each entry 

- Your own descriptive text of 18 characters for each entry 

• All the codes are displayed on-screen whilst entering data 

• Add, modify and delete existing entries at any time 

■ Quick insertion of standard entries and standing orders 

• Entries can be sorted Into date order at the touch of a key 

- Single character "mark" for extra reporting selectivity 

■ Statements showing each entry In detail with running balance 

- Reports may show classes merged into logical groups 

• Spreadsheet type table showing class totals In each month 

- Report showing class totals for each account 

■ Bar chart for up to 4 selected categories 

- Pie charts of up to 20 selected "slices' 

- Detailed bank statement reconciliation with running balance 



Totals for each class of transaction for any period 
Report of monthly Income, expenditure and cash-flow etc. 

- Report of account and class totals (eg profit & loss) 

- Account statistics - monthly max, mln, average, balance etc. 
Automatic calculation of VAT, with multiple rates If required 
Detailed VAT reports showing taxable, VAT and gross amounts 
Summary VAT statements In the same format as a VAT return 
Simply Ignore VAT features If they are not required 

Print any report to built-in (or separate) printer 

• Print any report to a file for word-processing (eg In Locoscript) 

- Data search facility to find 'lost' Items 

- Built-in text line editor for data entry 

• Horizontal and vertical scrolling of screen reports 

- Pop-up five function multi-line calculator with memory 

- Macros to record and replay user-defined reports 

- Context-sensitive help windows appear at the touch of a key 

• Automatic creation of back-ups for data files 

- You can choose which disc drive to use for data on a PCW8512 

- Comprehensive 64 page Indexed manual 

• Two sets of sample data for practice and familiarisation 

• Free and Indefinite telephone support_ 



Connect 



To receive your copy of Money Manager PCW by return post phone us now with your credit 
card number, or write to us at the address below enclosing your cheque for £49.95 

081 743 9792 8am to 10pm, 7 days a week 
Connect Software Ltd., 3 Flanchford Rd., London W12 9ND 




Postscript 

It's readers' corner; welcome to the pages in which 
you have your say. 

JThis month we're going to answering your questions concern- 
ing memory upgrades, external 3.5 inch drives, aluminium foil 
and foreign daisywheels. There's the odd sexist dig in there too. 
So if you want to contribute your thoughts to the state ofPCW- 
dom in general, please continue to send your letters to 
Postscript, 8000 Plus, 30 Monmouth Street, Bath BA1 2BW. 



Missing address mark 

I am seeking io gel in touch with The 
Electric Studio, but a recent letter of 
mine addressed to them has been 
returned by the Post Office with the 
comment "gone away". 

I am having trouble with a Light 
pen and Graphics Program which I pur- 
chased from them some years back, and 
am now wondering whether they have 
moved to another address - have been 
taken over by another organization - or 
have simply gone out of business. 

I do not think you have carried any 
advertising under the name The 
Electric Studio for a long time, but if 
you are able to offer me any assistance 
in tracing the organization 1 should be 
very grateful. 

DIM) John 
Brentwood, Essex 

8000 Plus: Although The Electric 
Studio - creators ofNen'sdesk 
international and the Lightpen - are 
now more active in the PC DTP market, 
you can nevertheless write to them or 
phone them with your problem. Their 
new address is 8 The Cam Centre. 
Wilbury Way. Hitchin. Herts SG4 OTW. 
Their 'phone number is 0462 420222. 
They said that they would be only too 
pleased to help you out. 



Follow that program! 

I find my PCW great in helping me run 
my taxi business, for accounts and 
invoices etc. My friend recently 
showed me a program called autoroute 
which is for his Atari ST. I wondered if 
there is a similar program available for 
my computer, giving various routes and 
time estimates from A to B. 

S C Arnold 
Wokingham, Berkshire 

8000 Plus: Even as I write this. Bill 
Weeks of Cavalier Software (PO Box 
32. London SEI5 2HS) is just releasing 
a piece of vertical software for all 



PCW owners called Taxi Cab. It costs 
£134.99 incl. VAT: we hope to review it 
in next month's issue. Either slay tuned 
or call him on 071 639 6683 for further 
information. 



Pick a daisy 

I have a 95 12. The printer has broken 
down. 1 think it best to buy a new one. 
Your last review of printers generally 
was I think January 1988... though you 
did one later on dot matrix printers. I 
prefer a daisy wheel. Your recomenda- 
tion of the Panasonic KX-P3 1 3 1 U is 
fine but 1 can"t find it listed now. 

Problem: what is my best bet for a 
replacement of the 95 1 2's printer? 

I have no intention of upgrading to 
anything better than the 95 12. Should I 
buy an Amstrad replacement printer the 
same as I have now? Or would you rec- 
ommend any other? 

It would greatly help me if you 
could give a quick reply - since I have 
to do a monthly column for a maga- 
zine. I realise this could be asking too 
much. (I was once an editor myself). 

Murray Wren 
Blackheath Park, London 

8000 Plus: Not at all. I'm afraid 
Panasonic discontinued production of 
the KX-P313IU about two and a half 
years ago. In fact, they no longer man- 
ufacture daisy wheel printers at all 
these days, preferring to concentrate 
on the laser and dot matrix markets. 
That being the case, we would recom- 
mend that you stay with your native 
9512 daisywheel. 

The only snag is that you can't buy 
just a replacement printer; you can 
either buy a complete new 9512 pack- 
age (which is. obviously, a stupid idea) 
or you can buy the replacement parts 
for your existing, 'broken down' 
printer. You don't say what's wrong 
with it. But a company called CPC 
Spares (PO Box 158, Preston. 
Lancashire (0772 555034)) will he able 
to provide you with new replacement 
components. Alternatively, just take 



your daisywheel to a repair house 
to have it fixed. Either of these 
alternatives is going to be cheaper 
than buying a brand new foreign 
daisywheel printer. 



Poles apart? 

I have an Amstrad PCW 9512 with 
standard keyboard and daisywheel 
printer. In addition to word process- 
ing in English, I need to be able to 
produce output in the Polish lan- 
guage. 

I have phoned several mail 
order businesses advertising in 
"8000 Plus" together with Amstrad 
spares division. Amsoft and 
Locomotive Software. None can 
say definitely that a Polish language 
daisywheel does not exist, only that 
they do not know of one. 

Have you encountered such a 
daisywheel or would I need to 
invest in a dot matrix printer? Many 
thanks for your assistance. 

Mr G L Neville 
Camberley, Surrey 

8000 Plus: It's bad news I'm 
afraid. Mr Neville. We've spoken to 
two foreign daisywheel stockists 
who have everything but. They've 
informed us that, as yet. there isn't 
a Polish daisywheel in existence 
anywhere. Sorry! 

If anyone else is interested in 
finding out about foreign language 
printwheels. please talk to Walney 
Audio Visual. I Buccleuch Street, 
Barrow-in-Furness, Cumbria LAM 
ISR (0229 870000) or Microbridge. 
Kettlestring Lane, Clifton Murr 
Industrial Estate. York Y03 8XC on 
0904 690617. 



Praise indeed 

Having "scanned' your exclusive 
article on ProSCAN in the 
September 1990 issue 1 immedi- 
ately telephoned Creative 
Technology to place an order. They 
said they were waiting for delivery 
of the scanheads but they would 
send me one as soon as they were 
available. 

After about one week's wait my 
ProSCAN arrived. Thank you for 
such a good appraisal of the equip- 
ment. It works very well and I am 
extremely pleased with all the 
results I have had so far. I can hon- 
estly say that Micro Design 2 and 
ProSCAN make an excellent team, 
highly recommended! 

I have been subscribing to 8000 
Plus since day one. It is the best 
computer magazine on the market! 
Keep up the good work! My best 
regards to all at 8000 Plus. 

Captain Roger W Wise 
Ruddingham, Nottingham 
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5000 Plus: I feel sure that the lads 
at Creative Technology would wish 
to join us in saying Thank you very 
much!' 



Time, space and 
understanding 

For five years I have been carrying 
out research on coincidence and 
psychic forewarnings/prediclions. I 
have also used a PC extensively for 
WP and database applications of 
this work. 

There is some evidence of an 
active intelligence outside our 
understanding of space and time, 
but the idea that this will link to an 
inanimate CPU in a computer is 
misleading. As you say, Tarot cards 
have a symbolism and meaning, 
both within the designs and in the 
placement of the cards in the spread. 
Furthermore, the combination of 
cards a person is led to choose is far 
from random, although it may 
appear to be random to an observer. 
I have designed my own Egyptian 
tarot-type cards and find that the 
meanings of the cards do vary 
significantly with placement, time 
and person. 

The inspiration for the reading 
comes from outside our understand- 
ing of space and time, and so can 
hardly be programmed into any 
computer. PC's are excellent for 
peripheral aspects of such work, 
word processing, calculations, 
databases, etc.. but to imply that 
such machines are capable of inter- 
pretation is to mislead. Even experts 
cannot predict the reading which 
comes. Every one is individual. 
Genuine tarot readers do not learn to 
read the cards from books. 
Readings based solely on such a 
knowledge are worthless. Computer 
programming of tarot card meanings 
rests entirely on such a base. 
Consequently, predicted 
readings are trite, generalised, 
meaningless and valueless. 

Furthermore, they devalue the 
PC itself. Let us use the PC for the 
repetitive tasks at which it excels, 
and our minds for the tasks which 
God intended. 
To try to use a PC for prediction 
is to try to build a 3-D world with 
only two dimensions available, 
or to paint a colour picture using 
only black and white paint. If you 
cannot read Tarot cards with your 
mind, you certainly cannot with 
your PC! 

Dr B J Cocksey, Epsom, Surrey 

8000 Plus: Yeah, right on. No, to be 
fair, I think we did make that point 
in our August round-up of predictive 
software to which I think - 1 hope! - 
you're referring. 



The perfect foil 

Your correspondent with the radio 
interference problem needs to go to the 
local hi tech comer grocers and buy a 
roll of aluminium foil, and experiment 
with frames and shrouds. 

The simplest solution is to line the 
inside of the computer box or if your 
aesthetics allow cover the outside with 
aluminium foil. I found a simple screen 
of foil solved my problem. 

David H Walton 

Crowland, 

Lines 

8000 Plus: Thanks very much for the 
tip, David. 



Memories 

Last year you regularly carried adver- 
tisements for an Isenstein Ramdrive, 
but these stopped early this year when 
you started to carry advertisements for 
the new SCA Ramdrive. 
I have been considering the purchase of 
a Ramdrive and would have been 
happy to have tried to fix the Isenstein 
version but I wonder whether it is still 
available. Have you any information? 

The SCA Ramdrive may be a bet- 
ter buy, but 1 was concerned that prob- 
lems might arise if I continued to add 
more and more units to the expansion 
port. I already have an interface for my 
24 pin printer and one for my AMX 
Mouse which are normally in place, 
although they have to be removed if I 
want to use Masterscan. (I remove that 
when not in use, as there appears to be 
no way of turning off the light beam 
when it is not in use). 

Can you advise whether there is 
any limit to the number of interfaces 
which can be affixed to the expansion 
port and whether the SCA Ramdrive is 
likely to work with the present units. 

Finally. 1 note a reference in the 
October 8000 Plus, to a new Cirtech 
Sprinter which appears to have the abil- 
ity to accept additiional RAM. Is this 
an even better buy than the SCA? 

Keith B Potter 
Bexleyheath, Kent 

8000 Plus: Yes, Isenstein Computer 
Systems (Glendale Business Centre, 
Deeside Industrial Estate, Welsh Road, 
Clwyd CH5 2LR - 0244 822768) still 
produce the Ramdrive cards you' re 
talking about. They cost £78.95 plus 
VAT. 

The SCA RamPac (£99 plus VAT) 
is undoubtedly easier to attach and 
comes in a number of different sizes. 
Turn to our Best of '90 feature on page 
10 for further information. If you do 
invest in a SCA RamPac, you won't be 
forced to abandon your mouse and 
your external printer. It's very usual to 
have three interfaces working together 
on the back of the machine, including 
the RamPac. You attach that one first. 



then the mouse interface, for example, 
and then, finally, the ordinary 
serial/parallel one. There shouldn't be 
any problem at all. 



Load of old cods 

I resent your snide response to D A 
Head on his or her letter about paper 
quality for the following reasons: 

1. As one who is only partly 
sighted 1 find that under certain light 
conditions 1 cannot read from glossy 
paper since it flares. 

2. Side boxes of text appear to have 
no thought given to colour choice thus 
certain combinations are unreadable 
due to lack of contrast. 

3. "Loo paper" as you term it 
seems good enough for quality newspa- 
pers and supports colour photographs. 

4. A cheaper grade of paper would 
support and stretch the monthly budget 
giving your readers and thus by exten- 
sion your wage payers more for their 
money. 

Finally I will end with the phrase that 
all publishers and their staff should 
bear in mind... "Tomorrow's Fish and 
Chips!" 

Derek Bell 
Chaddesden, Derby 

8000 Plus: Thanks for your letter. 



The organ grinder 

I am at a slight disadvantage in that I am 
not sure what gender I am addressing. 

Being male, and I have a birth 
certificate to prove it, I would naturally 
assume that such an area as computing 
and word processing could only be 
understood to any significant degree by 
my own sex. 

Therefore it came as a pleasant, 
surprise/shock, following a request 
from my own 9512 that I write to your- 
selves on a couple of points, that with 
regard to your editorial staff I find quite 
the reverse is in fact the case. 

To save you the embarrassment I 
should like to tell the readers of 8000 
that it would appear that your editorial 
staff ratio is in fact 1 1 to 6 in favour of 
the ladies. 

Another bastion of male domina- 
tion has fallen and we were not even 
aware of it! 

What can I now say but keep up 
the good work girls as I've been taking 
your magazine for the last 1 8 months, 
provided my local WH Smith has not 
run out. and it certainly hasn't done me 
any harm. 

Henry Jennings 
Westoning, Bedfordshire 

8000 Plus: What an astonishing admis- 
sion, Mr Jennings. I didn't realise 8000 
Plus should be carrying a government 
health warning because it's put 
together each month by a group of 
women. Well, well, well. 
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XMASCLIP 




A disc full of seasonal ,MDA ond .CUT files for 
MicroDesign. Make your own giff fags, place cards. 
Christmas cards etc. XMASCLIP includes decorative greeting 
messages. symbols and traditional 
Christmas scenes - plus finished 
examples. Also included is a list of files 
on disc and printed catalogue. 
XMASCLIP £10.00 incl. 

■ PAYMENT: Please send cheque with order. 

I hose ill usiroiions aro shown or reduced size| 





And to create GIANT FONT DISC I - 6" Times Font <7//iks/....E8.95 

a banner for GIANT FONT DISC 2 - 6" Guardian Fontj7//Sfes/....E8.95 
Christmas:- GIANT FONT DISC 3 - 6" Outrigger f7/*y/...E8.95 



MASTERSCAN USERS! 
Extend your scanning capabilities 



withGRAFLINK 

* Full page high resolution scanning 

• Enhanced picture quality 

* Full page graphic printing 

• Compatible with DR. LOGO, Masterscan, 
MasterPaint, Stop Press & Micro Design II and 
other DTP. 

Send cheque/PO for £19.95 to 

PHILOSOFT, Unit 8, 9 Short St., Colne, Lanes. 

BB8 8EP. Tel. 0282 870197 



Caution! Little kid in 
big yellow raincoat. 



Our HORSE RACING PROGRAMS need no racing knowledge. 

And more imponam ihey hove made a good profil in each of the last 5 

years. 

In a comparative review in 8000 Plus June 1990 by Tim Smith, ihe 

Brimardon Formula Plus came out on lop of its competitors. It is 



-* 



SIMPLY THE BEST - BETTER THAN ALL THE REST 



Brimardon JUMP FORMULA - uses any daily paper - £30 
Brimardon JUMP FORMULA PLUS - needs a racing paper - £40 



Send a cheque or postal order or write or phone tor full details. 

Brimardon Computer Racing Service 

75 Cockerton Green, Darlington. DL3 9EG 

0325 288483 



£5 reduction In price It you return this advert with your order 



Abacus 
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Abacus Software, 
1 1 Woodcote Drive. 
Orpington, Kent BR6 8DB 

Proprietor JD Charlton 



Cheques uerefNed 1VI oghu 36293 

SuperMaths: For Amstrad PCW's. PCs and compatibles. User frtendlv. 
package: multiplication (including tables), division, addition and 
subtraction - choice of difficulty - ages 5 upwards. Scores shown, 
success rewarded. PRACTICE and TEST (timed). WORKSHEET produces 
worksheets on printer with choice of styles, separate answers. Can 
provide hours of fun improving numeracy skills in home or 
classroom. £16.95. 

MarkSheet: Everything you need to enter, validate, edit and store 
MarkShccts by class, term", and year with ease. Can be tailored to vour 
schools requirements. Prints neat summary with pupil and form 
averages on A4 paper. £45. Site licence available. Send for free 
catalogue for further details of the above and other programs. 



WHY DOES THE PCW JUST SAY A>? j 



PCW SuperDOS is the new program which replaces the 
unfriendly A> prompt with a Locoscript-style Disk Manager 
Screen. So now you can format disks, run programs, copy, 
move or erase files or groups of files, name groups and disks 
and control the printer with simple keystrokes and pull-down 
menus. You can also use the built-in editor to write short plain 
text notes or .SUB files. 

"As a replacement for the A> prompt it is effective ... 
SuperDOS is an excellent tool ..." 8000 Plus. 



"SuperDOS is to be thoroughly recommended 
PCW. 



Amstrad 



Includes ring-bound manual - requires 51 2K RAM - leaves 248K 
free on M: not for hard disk users £29.95 

Also From ENcycLASorr: 

Script2Base & Text2Base - free format text databases - turn 
fj your Locoscript 2 documents into indexed databases - no need 
to convert to ASCII - documents print as normal - 5 indexes, 8 
groups - manual/free text database on disk £29.95 
PTR-COM (8000 users only) - provides a second menu bar 
showing current settings of paper, spacing, pitch, gap etc. 
Manual on disk £7.95 

4 great programs from 

Encyclasoft 
Hayfields Grove 
Audlem 
Crewe CW3 0LB 
W 0270 811890 

aXXIXXXXXIIXIXXIIIIIXXXXIIXXXXIXIIXIXXIXIXXXIIIXXXXXX 
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Of course, it is hard work getting 
the twelve squawling brats up. fed. 
dressed and ready for school of a 
morning - in between trips to the banks 
of the river Avon, that is. to wash the 
laundry. Thai's when we're not scrub- 
bing the doorstep on our hands and 
knees, of course, with a bar of carbolic 
soap. But each and every one of us is 
always careful to rush home at six 
i clock - as soon as the bell rings - so 
that we can take care of the creature 
comforts of our toiling menfolk. 

Try not to worry, Mr Jennings; why 
not take heart in the fact that at least 
our Sales Executive is a man. I'm sure 
can keep an eye on us all. 
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Talking back 

I have recently bough! the Amslrad 
PCW9512 and I am thoroughly enjoy- 
ing all the facilities on LocoScript II. 
However 1 would like to transfer files, 
to and from, my friends PCW8256 but 
the "address missing mark' comes up. 
1 know it is possible to send away 
/ to have this done, but 1 would like to do 
it myself. Could you please tell me 
how. 

Ray Rees, Port Talbot, West 
Glamorgan 

8000 Plus: That's because the PCW 
8256 can't read 9512 B drive discs; it's 
a single drive machine that can only 
read A drive discs. The utility that you 
need in order to facilitate this commu- 
nication between models is Three Inch 
Software's 9512 Rescue Kit. They can 
be contacted on 081 546 2754. 



Up, Up and away 

I think you were a bit strong in your 
advice to Miss G Smith (Postscript 
November) on transferring software to 
the PCW. While none of her •taped 
files/software' will run on the PCW 
unless, as you suggest, they are ASCII 
files, and the .COM files that come with 
lie DD1 are also no use on the PCW. 
most public domain .COM files that 
will run on the CPC will also run on the 
PCW and some commercial program 
may do so. 

Amstrad. unlike many computer 
.irms, has always been good at offering 
an upward migration path for its com- 
puter users and. though Miss Smith's 
letter suggests she has not written any 
BASIC programs for the CPC. had she 
done so she could convert them to run 
under the PCW's Mallard BASIC rela- 
tively easily as long as they do not use 
graphics commands. 

John R Hudson 
Almondbury, Huddersfield 



unhelpftd at every turn. Thanks for 
your tetter though. John. 

Taking up the slack 

Can you advise me how to remove the 
white stripes which go through the top 
line of my Micro Design printouts? 

The Troubleshooting guide in the 
manual suggests that it is due to "slack" 
in the printer mechanics, so is there 
anyway of taking up this slack!? 

I know I can always stick a couple 
of spare characters at the top of every 
page, but what a bind. 

Dennis R Fisher 
Winchcombe, Cheltenham 

8000 Plus: This is quite a common 
problem that is due. I'm afraid, to the 
mechanical deficiencies of the native 
PCW hardware rather than the Micro 
Design software: daily wear and tear 
causes the printer to gradually become 
slack. The simplest way around this 
problem is to use the codes command 
in the print queue. The first line would 
read 

* codes 27 J I (or 2 for the linefeeds) 
followed by 

* [the name of the area file to print] 
Good luck! 
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8000 Plus: Amstrad have never, in our 
experience, gone out of their way to 
ease the path - upward or in any other 
direction - of their customers. They 
succeed only in being singularly 



PS: The whole family really enjoy 
reading your magazine and my 10 year 
old son loves to try out your listings. 

E E Ferguson 

Rickmansworth, 

Herts 

8000 Plus: I'm afraid not; as far as 
Head Over Heels is concerned, it looks 
pretty terminal. Can anyone else out 
there help? However, do not despair; 
there are many excellent games for the 
PCW - just two of which we have 
reviewed on page 34 and 35 of this 
month's issue. 



Compact solution 

I have an 85 1 2. and am thinking of 
adding a 3.5" external drive. Could you 
advise which system is the best, and do 
the kits provide everything needed to fit 
them (e.g. including cables)? 

Stephen Clarke, Leicester 

8000 Plus: We usually recommend 
Compact Micros' 3 J inch external 
drive which we reviewed back in our 
February issue, on page 17. We also 
included a step by step photographic 
guide on how to do it. And yes. you are 
supplied with all the necessary bits and 
pieces. Compact Micros can be con- 
tacted at 1 77 Sunny Side Lane, Otley 
Road. Bradford BD3 QJB on 0274 
640589. The 35 inch drive costs 
£79.95 including VAT. 



PD update 



The game's over 

Since I have been trying to obtain the 
game Head Over Heels for my Amstrad 
PCW 8256 for over a year. I was 
thrilled to see it listed in your software 
guide in issue 49 of the magazine. I 
phoned Ocean and was very disap- 
pointed to hear that they no longer 
mafce any discs for PCW's. 

If you know of any shops that hold 
large stocks of software for the PCW 
8256 I would be very grateful as our 
local shops only stock about one game 
and I have to order anything that 1 
want, and have great difficulty in 
obtaining any games at all! 



From the September issue, you high- 
light the virtues of Newsweep which 
you extoll and I can confirm. I would 
like to point out however that it an be 
obtained for £ 1 .20 on your own format- 
ted disc from: 

Mick Reed 

PCW Software Library 

1 1 Older Way 

Angmering 

Sussex 

BN16 4HQ 

Telephone: 0903-775039 

In fact it comes along with the 
full library catalogue of their PD 
Software and a selection of tasters 
including Lookat which allows you 
to rapidly scan any ASCII file, 
unlike the rather laborious task in 
LocoScript (1). 

Next, in an answer to a recent 
letter, you said that you would never 
cease to be amazed at the number of 
hand written letters, which you 
receive from readers who obviously 
own a PCW, For my part as a beginner 
to LocoScript I cannot always make 
the words stop where I intended them 
to be! In addition I am a two finger 
typist, who due to limited space works 
with the monitor to my left. To sum up. 
I can write several letters longhand in 
the time it takes me to write one in 
Loco. But as you can see I have made 
the effort. 

Conrad L Roe 
Walsall 

8000 Plus: Thanks for the information. 
Conrad. 



It's a gift! 



I have just discovered 8000 Plus in my 
local newsagents, and it is the best 
early Christmas present I could have 
hoped for! Many thanks, and I look for- 
ward to future issues! 

Stephen Carter 
Reading 

8000 PLUS: Clad to be of service. 
Stephen, and we wish you. and all our 
readers, a very Merry Christmas too! 
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LETTA-HEAD PLUS 



Design letterheads, receipts, posters, labels, tickets for home or small business. 
Create your design by placing text in any combination of fonts in any mixture 

of 81 different sizes anywhere on screen Add graphics in the form of lines. 

arcs, circles, elipses. shading and icons. When you're happy, print headings in a 

choice of 18 different sizes, use your design in labels up to 4" x 2" in size or 

print groups of designs as a poster. Easy to use program includes full 

instruction manual. 15 fonts and a font and icon designer. 

Price £18.50 inclusive. 

ALSO WordFinder - THE program for word game enthusiasts. 

Price £13.50 

For further details and orders phone (0433) 30799 or write to: 

PI BRADWAY SOFTWARE (8P), 

M "HILLSETT", UPPER PADLEY, 

GRINDLEFORD, SHEFFIELD, S30 1JA. 
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GET A DETAILED TIME & 



A FAST, WELL PROVEN 
PROFESSIONAL SYSTEM 
DESIGNED SPECIALLY 
FOR BUILDING WORK 
RUNS ON ANY PC 
OR PCW COMPUTER 
SUPER EASY TO USE 





RE-OPENING 



/S 



PCW USERS IN THE NORTH EAST 

Brian & Bill Dixon are pleased to announce the re- 
opening of Microtyne following the fire which 
destroyed our premises in Leazes Arcade. 

We will continue to fully support the PCW range 

with a wide range of software, add-ons, disks and 

accessories. 

Microtyne 
1/3 Gallowgate, Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
V Tel; 091 261 4088 
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Successful projects, reports, courses 

meetings and presentations can be 

yours with Brainstorm 

• It's an ideas organiser 

■ It enhances and encourages your thinking and creativity 

■ It lets you build and rearrange maps of your thoughts 

• It's so fast, it never impedes your creative flow 

• It's quick to learn and is genuinely easy to use 

• It's a tried and tested product with thousands of users 

• It comes with a full tutorial and reference manual 
It's sold and supported by the experts - its authors 
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Please send me: 
"1 Amstrad PCW disk- only 
' — ' Brainstorm- 1 enclose £29.99 
I The manual Is on disk in both 



I 



LocoScript and ASCII text formats. 



I Further information 

I My name is 

My address is 



£29.99 

all inclusive 



E3 



Tel 



I 

I 

I Please make your cheque out to Brainstorm Software. 
Our address is: FREEPOST, Ruislip, Middx., HA4 8BR. 

I I Our lu« address Is 18 Courtlands Close. Ruislip, Middx.. HA4 8AX. Tel: 0895 677845). I 
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Hurry to find the 
answers to the five little 
questions below to win 
your share of over 
£700-worth of fabulous 
Christmas prizes! 




This month sees 8000 Plus falling prey, 
yel again, to another burst of what can 
only be described as wanton generosity. 
You*ve seen, hopefully, on pages 10. 1 1 
and 1 2 just how successful a year 1990 
has been in terms of hard- and software 
releases for the PCW. Just when you 
think it's impossible to expand the 
machine's horizons further than they 
are already stretched, someone comes 
along and does just that. Now is the 
ideal opportunity for you to be able to 
cash in on some of this year's innova- 
tion. 

With the festive season hard upon 
us, we - with the help of some of our 
leading advertisers - have put together 
a veritable mountain of 1990 goodies 



which you could win for nothing more 
than the effort it takes you to write the 
answers to the five little questions 
below on the back of a postcard and 
send them in to us. It all amounts to 
well over £700. 

The reader whose card is picked out 
of the hat first will win - wait for it - 
Creative Technology's amazing new 
handscanner. 

Second prize is an SCA Systems 
512k RamPAC while the third and 
fourth winners will each receive a copy 
of Software Imperative's Foreword. 
Fifth and sixth prizes are copies of 
MusicPad - kindly donated by 
Composit Software. 

And then Simpell Solutions will be 



giving away one of their new. improved 
Margin Makers to each of the remaining 
20 runners-up. 

And it couldn't be simpler, all you 
have to do is give the five Christmassy 
questions below your best shot and send 
in your answers (on the back of a post- 
card, please, folks) to Christmas Lucky 
Dip, 8000 Plus, 30 Monmouth Street, 
Bath BA1 2BW - no later than 
Wednesday, 26th December. 

The January 

issue of 8000 PLUS will 

be on sale 

from 27th December. 

Don't forget to order 

your copy now! 



1 What is the name of Scrooge's dead 
business partner in Charles Dickens' A 
Christmas Carol? Was it 

a) Marlow 

b) Harley 

c) Marley? 

2 Where does William Shakespeare's 
Twelfth Night take place? Is it 

a) Sicily 

b) lllyria 

c) Rousillon? 



3 On which day of the year did Good 
King Wenceslas look out? Was it 

a) Boxing Day 

b) Christmas Eve 

c) New Year's Day? 

4 How many birds appear - in total - 
in the song The Twelve Days of 
Christmas? Is it 

a) 21 

b) 12 
c)17? 



5 Which well-known composer wrote 
The Nutcracker Suite? 
Was it 

a) Dvorak 

b) Tchaikovsky 

c) Beethoven? 




Com-Stax Winners 

Provided they could correctly identify 10 differences between the two line drawings which appeared on 
the back page of our October issue, the first ten competition entrants to be drawn out of the hat stood 
to win their very own Com-Stax workstation. 

Our congratulations go, therefore, to Mr G S Gubb from North Cornelly, Mid Glamorgan, Mr J 
Holmes from Cleveland, Ann Watson from Southampton, David Webster from Liverpool, F Mattocks from 
Essex, John Bell from Havant, Mrs A Macleod from Kilmarnock, Mr B Holland from Newbury, Mr F Dillow 
from Yeadon and, finally, L Velecky from Southampton. A Com-Stax unit, in the colour of their choice, will 
soon be winging its way to each of those winners. 

Our five runners-up won't be empty-handed for long, either. 
Mr Philip Delaney from Tavistock in Devon, John Berry from Edinburgh, SA Sylvester from Lincoln, Mrs S 
Deary from Stockport and, lastly. Mike Alford from Epsom in Surrey have all won a matching Com-Stax 
side-desk. Well done, all! 




tampumart 



PRICES 



Don't risk losing 
your valuable data 

• Genuine Am soft 

• Guaranteed Quality and 
Reliability 

• Buy from the UK's 
LARGEST SUPPLIER 

BOX OF 

FIVE 

BOX OF 

TEN 



3" CF2 
DISKS 




LISTING PAPER 



11"x9Vi"60gsm 

1000 SHEETS 



£7.95 
£14.95 



2000 SHEETS 
(PLEASE A0D C4 00 TOWARDS DELIVERY ON 
ORDERS FOR PAPER UNLESS YOU ORDER 
WITH OTHER ITEMS. THEN DELIVERY IS FREE 



DUST COVERS 



HIGHEST QUALITY 3 PIECE 
PCW DUST COVERS 

PCW 8 SERIES £8.95 

PCW 9 SERIES £8.95 

PCW 9 SERIES £9.50 

SHEET FEEDER VERSION 



PCW PRINTER 
RIBBONS 



GENUINE AMSTRAD 





SPECIAL OFFER ORDER '0 OF 

-~;sw :j;w,ei'.is-=a: 

RIBBONS AN0 GET 1 FREE 












PCW 8 
SERIES 
BLACK 


FABRIC 


CARBON 
MULTISTRIKE 




£4.80 


£4.98 




PCW 

9 

SERIES 


BLACK 


£2.99 




BROWN 


£3.99 




BLUE 


£3.99 





QUALITY COMPATIBLES 



PCW 8 

SERIES 
BUCK 


FABRIC 


CARBON 
MULTISrRIKE 




£3.29 


£3.98 




PCW 9 

SERIES 


£2.50 


£2.68 





SHEET FEEDER 



AMSTRAD AUTOMATIC 

SHEET FEEDER FOR PCW 

9512 -SAVES TIME AND 

MONEY SPECIAL 70 fte 
PRICE 19.95 



PCW INTERFACE 



GENUINE AMSTRAD RS232/ 
CENTRONICS INTERFACE 

CONNECTS PCW8 SERIES TO 
ANY PRINTER (CABLE EXTRA) 
OR 

THE PCW9 SERIES TO 
COMMUNICATIONS E4 ._ 
PERIPHERALS £«9 I .95 



MISCELLANEOUS 



MOUSE MAT £4.95 

COPYHOLDERS:- .- 
EASEL TYPE e12.98 

WEIGHTED BASE.fi 17.99 



AMSCASE 



3" DISK STORAGE 
CASE - HOLDS 
10 DISKS 



4.95 



AMSTRAD PCW 9 SERIES 

PRINTWHEELS 




CHOOSE FROM THESE 9 

DIFFERENT PRINTWHEELS 

LETTER GOTHIC 1*12 

MINI GOTHIC 15 

ORATOR 10 

r, PRESTIGE ELITE 12 

PRESTIGE PICA 10 

RECTA 10 

SCRIPT 12 

I THESIS PS 

COURIER 10 



5.50 



FOflEGN PRINTWHEELS 

AVAILABLE CALL FOR PRICES 

AND DELIVERY 



CLEANING KIT 



CLEARHEADfor 



3" DRIVES 



• Safer data 
storage 

• Easy to use 

• Prolongs disk 
and drive life 



4.95 



AMS 30L STORAGE BOX 



• High impact resistant, anti- 
static plastic construction with 
inset smoked lid panels 

• Hmged lid with key operated 
security lock 

• Stepped base lor easy disk 
selection with a capacity 
for fifteen 3" disks either 
cased or uncased. 

• Can accommodate up to thirty 3" 
uncased disks 

• Redesigned throughout and 
now attractively finished in grey 

ONLY Jt 

~ e 9.95 






£5.00 



TOP 25 SELECTED PCW TITLES 



WORD PROCESSING 

PROTEXT „ £39.95 

LOCOSCRIPT 2 £26.95 

LOCOSPELL £22.95 

LOCOMAIL £2654 

L0C0F0NT £1735 

LOCOSCRIPT/LOCOSPELL £35.95 

SPREADSHEETS 

SUPERCALC £3350 

CRACKER II TURBO £4035 

DATABASES 

DBASE II £44.95 

MASTERFILE 8000 £3235 

LOCOFILE £30.95 

ACCOUNTS 

SAGE POPULAR ACCOUNTS £8135 

MONEY MANAGER £3335 



INTEGRATED 

MINI OFFICE PROFESSIONAL £26.50 

D.T.P. 

MICRO DESIGN 2 £45.95 

EDUCATION 

CRASH COURSE TYPING £1735 

ULTIMATE SUMS £10.95 

ULTIMATE QUIZ £10.95 

LEISURE 

TIME AND MAGIK £10.95 

TOMAHAWK £1335 

COLOSSUS CHESS 4 £1235 

CLASSIC GAMES 4 £1350 

SCAPEGHOST £1350 

HOME ENTERTAINMENT CENTRE.E1435 
WORLD OF SOCCER...„ w ..£12.95 



24 HOUR ORDER HOTLINE 0509 610444 T* 



FREE 

DELIVERY 

•(EXCEPT PAPER) ALL GOODS 

USUALLY DESPATCHED SAME OAY 

PLEASE ALLOW 2-5 DAYS 



NO QUIBBLE 

GUARANTEE 

IF ANY ITEM PROVESFAULTY WITHIN 12 

MONTHS OF PURCHASE WE WILL 

REPLACE OR REFUND IN FULL 



CUSTOMER 
SUPPORT 

FRIENDLY ADVICE AND AFTER 

SALES SUPPORT - ANY PROBLEMS 

QUICKLY RESOLVED TO YOUR 

COMPLETE SATISFACTION 






Compumart 

COMPUMARI I IMIIED FRffPOST (80+). 

IUBIIII DRIVE, LOUGHBOROUGH LEICS If n 08R 

mOS09 6H)4MFl)> 0509 6I023S 



NEWSTAR 

SOFTWARE 

News From The Software Specialist 



NewStar Distribution Limited, The Widford Old Rectory, London Road, 
Chelmsford, Essex CM2 8TE. Tel: (0245) 265017 Fax:(0245)263969 

NewStar Software Catalogue 

Edition 10 Now Available 

Write or Phone for our free 64 page catalogue of IBM and PCW software 



NewStar Catalogue 

Edition: 10 




*»K& 



^ 



S*> 



• Special section devoted to PCW Users 

• Packed with useful tips and information 

• More products 

• Business and educational software 

• FREE - Just ask! 



The PCW section covers, Accounts, 

Wordprocessing, Database and 

Graphics. 

And includes - the full Locomotive 



range , Micro-design 2, Mastcrfile 
8000, Money Manager, Sage, MAP, 
dBASE II, Cracker 2, NewWord 2, the 
list goes on and on. . . 






HPBIBACBJPI 
V 



Don't forget that our affiliate publishing 
company, PaperBack Software UK, operates 
. a comprehensive hotline and support service 
*"*« Ao*"^ on all it's published products. 
Extensive support, close integration of the facilities of UK published 
applications and the easy transfer of skill and data to other types of 
computer software like Cracker and NewWord,. makes PaperBack 
Software the logical solution for all UK users. 



NewStar Software ori&dmdu* 



Over 3 years of supplying software for 
the PCW user makes /VewS/arprobably 
the most experienced company in the 
marketplace. 

We were there from the launch of the 
PCW with any CPM software trans- 
ferred to 3" disk on request; and our 



classic CPM applications, Touch 'n'Go, 
NewWordand Cracker ate still the best 
in their respective fields. 

Several feature data and skill porta- 
bility to MSDOS (IBM PC) systems, so 
skills learned on the PCW can be car- 
ried forward with no wasted effort. 



Ouraffiliatc publishing company, Paperback Software, 
publishesarangeof soft ware-suitable for the PCW user, 
and don't forget, NewWord and Cracker users can 
upgrade to MSDOS and CDOS systems, taking all data 
and experience with Ihcm. 




Cracker 2 turbo 

still the only high res graphic 
spreadsheet for PCW users 




The range of features and 
functions in Cracker remains 
unsurpassed for the serious 
spreadsheet user. 

• Cracker2 £42.61 



Touch'n'Go 

Typing Tutorial 

Can't type? Touch'n'Go will 
change all this - with a little 
effort, you can achieve 
mastery of the QWERTY 
keyboard in just 24 hours! At 
the end of the course you 
should reach speeds of 40 
words per minute, with an 
alphabetic accuracy of 95%. 
• Touch'n'Go £21.70 



AfterLife $** 

Thinking of upgrading to a 
PC? Now there's no reason to 
retire your faithful PCW, 
because Afterlife converts 
your Amstrad PCW into an 
intelligent 9 pin Dot matrix 
printer. Simply connect up 
your PC to the PCW via the 
special cable provided and you 
will be able to print directly to 
your 'new' printer 
• AfterLife £43.43 



From PCW to PC 

...and back again 

The latest edition of Software 
Technology's versatile CSTAM: 
the simple to use serial file transfer 
utility: available with 3" PCW 
disk, 3.5" and 5.25" PC disks. 

Move files between any 
combination of these systems 
using the serial connector lead 
supplied. 

• CSTAM £43.43 

• PCW Serial interface £59.95 . 

• CSTAM and interface together £99 



NewWord 2 

The classic alternative WP for the PCW 

Lost in LocoScript? You may be 
surprised to learn that the most 
refined WordStar workalikc of 
them all has been available to 
run on the PCW since long be- 
fore LocoScript wasdreamed of! 
NewWord2 operates under the 
CPM operating system, and uses 
the universally recognised 
codes that allow transportability 
of the skill to virtually any micro 
computer - including systems 
operating under CDOS and 
Unix! What's more, the files are 
directly transfcrrablc! 

• NewWord2 PCW £60 

• NewWord2 with Polyprint 
typeface sets, if purchased 
together £99.95 

• Upgrade NewWord2 PCW 
to IBM PC edition £39.95 

• Upgrade NewWord2 PCW to 
IBM PC edition with STAM file 
transfer utility suite £60 

(Return of original master disk required 
with all upgrade purchases) 

Prices here are EXCLUDING VAT 

All registered trademarks acknowledged. 



